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PREFACE. 



TEne&E are three difficulties in authorship ; to write 
any thing worth the puhlishing-^to find lionest men 
to publish it — and to get sensible men to r6adit. Lit- 
erature has now beconie a game ; in which the Book- 
sellers are the kings; the* Critics, the knaves; the 
Public, the pack; and the poor Author, the mere 
table^ or thing played upon^ 

For th6 last thirty years, the public mind has had 
such Interesting and rapid incidents to witness, and 
to reflect upon, and must now anticipate some that 
will be still more momentous, that any thing^like dul* 
ness or prosing in authorship, will either nauseate, or 
be i;efused ; the realities of life have pampered the 

Eublic palate with a diet so stimulating, that vapidity 
as now become as insipid as water to a dram-drink- 
er, or sober sense to a fanatic. 

The attempts however of dalness, are constantly 
repeated, and as* constantly fail, ^or the misfortune 
is that the head of dulness, unlike the tail of the tor- ' 
pedo, Ipses nothing of her benumbing and lethargf- 
zing in&uence, by reiterated discharges ; horses may 
ride over her and mules and asses may trample upon 
her, but with an exhaustless and a patient perversity, 
she continues her narcotic operation even to ttf^ end. 
In fact, the press was never so powerful in quantity, 
and so weak in quality^ as at the present day ; if ap- 
plied to it, the simile of Virgil must be reversed, 
* Nbn trunco 9ed frondibtLS ^cii urnbram.^* It is "^ 
in literature as in finance — much paper and^much 
poverty may coexist. 

It may happen that I myself am now committing 

♦ TTitf leavesj not the trunks east the «/iadow.— "Piia. 
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the very crime that I think I am censuring. But 
while* justice to my readers compels me to admit that 
I write, hecause^ I nave nothing to do, justice to my- 
self induces me to add, that I will cease to write the 
moment I have nothir^ to say. Discretion has been 
termed the better part of valour, and it is more certain 
that diffidence is the better part of knowledge. Where 
I am ignorant, and know that I am so^ I am silent. 
That Grecian gave a better reason for his taciturnity, 
than mpst authors for their loquacity, who observed, 
' What was to the purpose I could not say ; and what 
was not to the purpose I'iJDOuld not say? And yet 
Shakspeare has hinted, that even silence is not al- 
ways * commendable ;' since it may be foolish, if we 
are wise, but wise if we Itre foolish. The Ghrecian'a 
maxim would indeed be a sweeping clause in liteta* 
ture ; it would reduce m.any a giant to a pigmy ; many 
a speech %o a sentence ; and many a folio to a primer. 
As the fault of our orators is, that they get up to make 
a/speech, rather than to speak ; so the great error of 
our authors is, that they sit down to make a book rath- 
er' than to write. To combine profundity with jjer- 
spicuity, wit with judgment, solidity with vivacity, 
truth with novelty, and all of them with liberality^ — 
who is sufficient for these things 7 -a very serious 
question ; but it is one which authors had much bet- 
ter propose to themselves before publication, than have 
proposed to them by their editors after it. 

I have thrown together in this work, that which is- 
the result of some reading aTad reflection; if it be but 
little, liiave taken care that the volume which contains 
it, shall not be large. I plead the privilege which a 
preface allows to an author for saying thus much of 
~ myself; since if a writer be inclined to egotism, a 
•preface, is the most proper place for him to be deliv- 
ered of it ; for prefaces are not always read, arid ded- 
ications seldom ; books, says my lord Bacon, should 
have no "patrons but truth and reason. Even the at- 
tractive prose of Dryden, could not dignify dedica- 
tions ; and perhaps tney ought never to be resorted to, 



\emg 9S derogatory to the writer, as dull to the readi- 
er, and when not prejudicial^ at least superfluous. If 
a book really wants the patronage of a great nan^e, it 
is a bad book, and if it be a good^book, it wants it noL 
Bwift dedicated a volume to Prince Posterity, and 
there was a manliness in the act. Posterity ¥^11 prove 
a patron of the soundest judgment, as unwilling to 
^ve, as unlikely to receive, adulation. But Posterity 
is not a very accessible ^rsonage ; he knows the hlsn 
value of that which he gives, he therefore is extremely 
particular. as to what he receives. Very few of the 
presents that are directed to him, reach thek destin^ 
ation. Some are too lighty others too heavy y since, it 
is as dlffiicuU to throw a straw any distance, as a ton< 
I have addressed this volume to t^ol||J||bo thinks and 
9ome may accuse me of an ostentatious mdependence, 
in presuming to inscribe a book to so small a minority. 
But a volume addressed to those who think, is in fact 
addressed to aU the world; for although tne propor- 
tion of those who da think be extremely small, yet 
every individual flatters himself that he is one ot the 
numoer. In the' present rage for all that is marvellous 
and interesting, when writers of undoubted talent con- 
sider only what will sell, and readers only what will 
please, it is perhaps a bold experiment to send a vol- 
ume into the world, whose very faults, (manifold as . 
I fear they are,) will cost more pains to detect, than 
sciolists would fejel inclined to bestow, even it they 
were sure of discovering nothing but beauties. Some 
sdso of my conclusions will no doubt be condemned 
by those who will not take the trouble of lo<^nff into 
the posttUata ; for the soundest argument wifl pro^ 
duce no more conviction in an empty head, than 
the most superficial declamation ; as a feather and a 
guinea fall with equal velocity in a vaxmum. 

The following pages, such as they are, have cost 
me some thought to write, and they may possibly cost 
others some to read them. - Like Demosthenes, who 
talked Greek to the waves, I have continued my t^.%k^ 
with the hope of instructing others with the cciVaxoXi 

1* 
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of improving jtnyself. ' Labor ipse voluptasJ* It i« 
much safer to think what we say, than to say what we 
think ; I hav^ attempted both. This is ^ work of no 
party, and my sole wish is, that truth may prer^^ Jp 
the church, and integrity in the state, and that in botfa« 
the old adage may be verified, that * the men qfprinr 
ciple may be the principal men J Knowledge . is in-? 
deed as necessar^r as light^and in. this coming 'age 
laost fairly promises to be as common as water, an4 
as free as air. But as it has been wisely ordained 
that light should have no colour, water no taste, an4 
air no odour, so knowledge also should be equally pure^ 
and without admixture. If it comes to-us throu^ the 
medium of premdice, it will be discoloured ; through 
the channels^dillfetom, it will be adulterated ; through 
the gothic wills of the college, or of the cloister, it 
will smell of the lamp, - 

He that studies books alone, will know how^ things 
ought to be ; and he that studies men,vwill know how 
things are ; and it would have been impossible to have 
written these pages, without mixing somewhat more 
freely with the world, than inclination might prompt, 
or judgment approve. For observation, made in the 
cloister, or in me desert, will generally be as obscure 
as the one, and as barren as the other: but he that 
would paint with his pencil, must study originals, and 
not be over fearful of a little dust. In fact, every au- 
thor is a far belter judge of the pains that' his efforts 
have cost him, than any reader can possibly be ; but 
to i/7A.a^ purpose he has taken those pains, this is a 
question on which his readers will not allow the au^ 
thor a voice, nor even an opinion : from the tribunal 
of the public there is no appeal, and it is fit that it 
should be so, otherwise we should not only have riv- 
ers of ink expended in bad writing, but oceans more 
in defending it ; for he that writes in a bad style is 
sure to retort in a worse. 

I have availed myself of examples both ancient and 

♦ Labour is itself a plcasure,-^FvB. 
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modern, whereyer they ajppeared likely to illustrate^ or 
jiirengtiien mf positions ; but I am not so sanguine as 
lo expect tljL^t all wiH dTai;«^the same conclusions from 
the same premises. I have not^^Torgotten ^e oiKser- 
ration, of him who said, that Hn the same meadow^ 
the ox seeks the herbage ; the dog, the hare ; and the 
fitorlcy the lizdrd? Times also cJ profound peace and 
tranquillity are most propitious to every literary pur- 
suit. * Satur est, cum dicit Hdratius etige?* We 
^ow that Malherbe, on hearing a prose work of great 
merit extolled, dryly a^ked if it would reduce the price 
of bread! neither was his appreciation of poetry 
x^uch higher,^ when he observed, that a good poet was 
^f -i^p more seryice to the church or the state, than a 
good player at ninepins ! ! -. \ >,, 

The anecdotes thatare interspersed in these pages, 
have seldom been tjited for their own sake, but chiefly 
for their application, nor can l^Nie why tne Moralist 
should be denied those examples so useful to the His- 
torian. The lover of variety will be fastidious, if he 
finds nothing here to his taste ; but like him who 
wrote a book * de omnibus rebus, et quibusdam 
aiiis,^\ I may perhaps be accused of looking into 
every thing, but of seeing into nothing. 

There are two things, cheap and common enough 
when separated, but as costly m value, as irresistible 
in power, when combined-^truth and novelty. Their 
union is like that of steam and of fire, which nothing 
can overcome. Truth and novelty, when united, musf 
overcome the whole superincumbent pressure of .error 
and of prejudice, whatever be its weight : and the effects 
will be proportionate to the resistance. But the TT^oraZ 
earthquake, unlike the natural, while it convulses the 
nations, reforms them too. On subjects indeed, on 
which mankind have been, thinking for so many thou- 
sands of years, it will often happen, that whatever is 
absolutely new, may have the mi|fort*une to be absp* 



* When Horace shouts^ Sravo I he sure he iuUtained. — ^Pub. 
•t About all ihingSf and some more. — Vvi^ 
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arorument, rather than th« consequence of him wild 
delivers it. It is sufficiently humiliating to our na- 
ture, to reflect that our knowledge is but as the riru- 
let, our ignorance as the sea. On points of the high- 
est inte;rest, the moment we quit the light of revelation, 
we shall find that Platonism itself is intimately con-r 
nected with Pyrrhonism, and the deepest inquury with 
the darkest doubt. ' - 

In an age remarkable for good reasoning aud bad 
conduct, for sound rules and corrupt manners, when 
virtue fills our heads, but vice our hearts ; when those 
who would fain persuade u§ that they are quite sure 
of heaven, appear to be in no greater hurry to go there 
than other folksy but put on the livery of the best mas- 
ter only Jo serve the .worst ; — in an age when modesty 
herself is more ashamed of detection than of delin- 
quency ; when independence of principle consists in 
having no principle on which to depend ; and free- 
thinking not in thinking freely, but in hemg free frcim 
thinking ;— in an age when patriots will hold any 
thing except their tongues; keep any thing except 
their word ; and lose nothing patiently except their 
character ;— to improve such an age must be difficult 
to instruct it dangerous ; and he stands no ehance of 
amending it, who cannot at the same time amuse it, 
, That author, however, who has thought more thaa 

he has read, read more ihaniie has written, and writ- 
ten more than he has published, if* he does not com- 
\ mand success, has at least deserved it. In the article 
of rejection and abridgment, we must be severe for 
ourselves, if we Wish for mercy from others ; since for 
'- one great genius who has written a little book, we have 
I a thousand little geniuses, who have written great 
I books. A vojume, therefore, that contains more words 
I than ideas, like a tree that has more foliage than fruit, 
I may suit those to resort to, who want not to feast, but \ 
\ to aream and to slumber ; but the misfortune is, that jj 
in this particular instance, nothing can equal the in- d 
gratitude of the public, who were never yet known to r 
havf the slightest compassion for those authors wh0 
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•havfed€Brived*tliemseIves of sleep, in order to wrocure 
it foi^thSr readers. ^ 

With books, as with companions, it is of more con- 
sequence to . know which to avoid, than which to 
choose; for good books are as scauice as good compan- 
icms^ an4 in both instances, all that we can learn nrom 
bad bses i^^ that so much time has been worse than 
thrown away. That writer does the most, who gives 
his reader the wwwif knowledge, and takes from him the 
lie€[st time. That short period of a short existence, 
"which is rationally employed, is that which alone de- 
serves the 'name of life ; aha that portion of our life 
is most rationally employed, which is occupied in en- 
larging our stocfc of truth, and of wisdom. I do not 
pretend to have attained this, I have only attempted it. 
One thing I may affirm, that Iliave first considered 
'whether it be ivorth while to say any thing at ally be- 
fore I have taken any trouble to say it Well ; knowing 
that Words are but air, and that both are capable of much 
condensation. Words indeed are but the signs and 
counters of knowledge, and" their currency should be^ 
Btrictly regulated by the capital which they represent. 
! I have said that the maxims in the following pages 
are written upon this principle — that men are the 
same; upon this alone it is that the sacred maxim 
which forms the golden hinge of our religion, rests 
and revolves, ' Do unto thy neighbour as thou wouldst 
that he should do unto thee? The proverbs of Solo- 
mon suit all places and all tinies, because Solomon 
knew mankind, and mankind are ever the same. No 
revolution has taken place in thfe body, or in the mind. 
Foulr thousand" years ago, men shivered with frost, 
and panted with heat, were colU in their gratitude, 
and ardent in their revenge. Should my readers 
think some of my conclusions too ^vere, they will 
in justice recollect, that my object is truth, that my^ 
subject is man, and that a handsome picture cannot 
represent deformity. ♦ 

I The political principles contained in the folto,wing 
pagesj are such, that whoever avows xVie«vV>^^^ ^^- 
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sidered a Tory by the Whigs, and a FFAig- by the 
Tories ; for truth, no less than virtue, not infre- 
quently forms the middle point between two extremes. 
Where one party demands too much, and the other 
is inclined to concede too little, an arbitrator will' 
please neidier, by recommending such measmes as 
would eventually serve both. I have, however, nei- 
ther the hope nqr the fear, that my opinions on poli- 
tics, or any other subject, will attract much attention. 
The approbation of a few discerning friends, is all 
the reward I wish for my labours ; and the four lines, 
which form the Commencement of toy Pofem of ' Hyr 
pocrisf/y'^ shall msdse the conclusion of this Preface,^- 
sin6e the sentiments 4hey contain, are as a|^licable 
to prose SiS to verse. 

Two thincs there are, confound the Poet's laysi 
The scholar's censure^-and the blogkhead'er prAise ; 
That glowing page with double lustre shines, 
When Pope approves, and Dennis damns the lines.' 

London^ January 1st, ' 1820. 
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I Kifow not that I should have atten^ted a second 
volume of Lacon, if the first had not met with some 
encouragement. Its reception has proved that my hook 
has been purchased at least by the many ; and I have 
testhnomes far more gratifying, that it has not been 
disapproved of by the few, Ete* that aspires to pro- 
duce a work tha^ shall instruct and amuse the un- 
learned, without displeasing or disgusting the scholar^ 
proposes to himseljf an object more attainable perhaps 
on ^ny other theme, than on that which I have adopt- 
ed ; for on ihis subject all men are critics, altbough 
very few are connoisseurs ; the man of the world is 
indignant at being supposed to'stand in need of in- 
formation, and the philosopher feels, that he is above 
it^ the old will not quit the school of their own ex- 
perience, and hope is the only moralist that has any 
weight with the young. There are many things on 
which even a coxcomb will receive instruction with 
gratitude, ^s for instance, a Jmowiedge of the lan- 
"gnages, or of the mathematics, because his pride is 
not wounded by an admission -of his ignorance as to 
those sciences to which he has never been introduced. 
But if you propose to teach him any thing new con- 
cerning himself, the world, and those who livcf in it, 
the case is widely altered. He finds that he has 
been conversant all his ' life with these things, sus- 
pects that here he knows at least as much as his 
mast^ hecomes quite impatient of information, and 

often mushes by attempting to instruct his instructer. 

' , • - *■ 

* The second volume is added, makioji the entire work, and 
ike<ndy complete edition ever published in thifi co^asvVri « 
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It is true that he has made Tery laudable use of hit 
eyes, since his opera-glass has given him an insight 
into others, and his looking-glass has helped him to 
some knowledge of himself. His ears indeed hare 
had a very easy time of it, but their inactivity has 
been dearly purchased, at the expense of his tongue , 
he feels however, from his experience, that he has 
had op|)ortunities at least of observing, and he fancies 
from nis vanity, that he has improved them. Can 
one (says he) he ignorant of those things that are so 
constantly and so closely around us, and about us : 
he that runs, he thinks, may read that lucid. volume 
whose pao^es are days, whose characters arc men. 
But too close a coiitiguity is as inimical to distinct 
vision, as too great a distance ; and hence it happens 
that a man often knows the least of that which is 
most near to him — even his own heart ; but if we axe 
ignorant of ourselves, a knowledge of others is built 
upon th^ sand. On this subject, however, nothing 
is more easy than to talk plausibly, and few things 
more difficult than to write profounaly ; thoroughly to 
succeed, requires far more experience than I possess, 
or evei[ shall. I am, however, fully satisfied of the 
utility of a work similar to that in which I am ^en- 
gaged, and hope what little encouragement I have 
met with may stimulate those to attempt something 
better, who are deeply conversant, not only with the 
living, but with the dead — not only wi^i Dooks, but 
with men — not only with the hearts of others, but with 
their own. The moral world will by no means repay 
our researches with such rich discoveries as the nar 
tural \ yet where we cannot invent, we may at least 
improve j we may give somewhat of novelty to that 
which was old, condensation to that which was diffuse, 
perspicuity to that which was obscure, and currency 
to that which was recondite. A Hume may soar in- 
deed somewhat higher than a Davy, but he will meet 
with more disappointments ; with wings that could 
reach the clouds, but not with strength of pinion that 
^ould pierce them« Hume was at times as mcompre* 
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Benaible to himself, as inyisible to oth^ ; lost in re^ 
|ion8 where he could not penetrate, nor we jiorsue ; 
S>r it is as rare for experiment to give us nothing but 
conjecture, as for speculation to give us nothing but 
trutn. In this walk of science, however, if we know • 
bat little, upon that little we are becoming gradually 
more agreed ; perhaps we have discovert that the 
nrize is not worth the contention. Hence there is a 
Jtind of alphabet of first principles, now established in 
the moral world, which is not very likely to be over- 
turned by any new discoveries. But principles. hokW- 
^vet correct, may sometimes be wrongly, and how- 
ever true, may sometimes be falsely applied; and 
none are so likely to be so, as those that from bavins 
been found capaole of effecting so much, are expected 
to form all. An Indian has very few tools^ and it is 
astonishing how much he accomplishes with them ; 
but he sometimes fails; for althoa|^h his instruments 
are of general, they are not of universal application. 
There are two principles, however, of established 
acceptance in morals ; first, that self-interest is the 
mainspring of all our actions, and secondly, that 
utility is the test of their value. Now there arc some 
cases where these maxims are not tenable, because 
they are not true ; for some of the noblest energies 
of gratitude, of afiection, of courage, and of benevo- 
lence, are not resolvable into the first. If it be said, 
indeed, that these estimable qualities ma]^ after all be 
traced to 'self-interest, because all the duties that fiow 
from them are a source of the highest gratification to 
those that perform them, this I presume savours rath- 
er too muck of an identical proposition, and is only 
a roundabout mode of informing us that virtuous 
men will act virtuously. Take care of number ofie^ 
8ays.the worldling, ana the Christian says so too ; for 
he has taken thel)est care of number one, who takes 
care that number one shall go to heaven ; that bless- 
ed place is full of those same selfish beings who, by 
having constantly done cood to others, httve qa ^cjw- 
stantly gratified themselves. 1 V\um\A^ <ioxv^^vi^> 
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therefore, that "it is mueh nearer the truth, to say that 
all men have an interest in being ^ood, than that all 
men are good from interest. As to the «t^dard of 
utility, this is a mode of examining hunian actions^ 
that looks too mueh to the event, for there are occa^ 
sions where a man may effect the ^eatest general 
good, by the smallest inaividusd sacnfice ; and there 
are others where he may make the greatest inditidual 
sacrifice, and yet produce but little general good. If 
indeed the moral philosopher is determined to do all 
his»work with the smallest possible quantity qi tools, 
and wou}d wish to cope with the natural philosopher, 
who has explained such wonders, from the two sim- 
ple causes of impulse and of gravity, in this case ne 
must look out for maxims as universal as those occa« 
sions to which he would apply them. Perhaps he 
might begin by affirming with me that — men are the 
samCy and this will naturally lead him to another 
conclusion, that if men are the same, they can have 
but one common principle of action. 'The cUtainr 
ment of apparent good ; those two simple truisms 
contain the whole of my philosophy, and as they have 
not been worn out in the performance of one under- 
taking, I trust they will not fail me in the execution 
of another. 
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It is almost as difficult to make a man unlearn 
his errors, as his kno"^ ledge. Mal-i^forraation is 
jpore hopeless than non-information ; for error is 
always mare Ijftsy than iterance. Ignorance is 
a blaiik sheet, on which we may wri(e ; but error 
is a scribbled one, from which we must first erase. 
Ignorance is contented to stand still with, her back 
to the truth ; but error is more presumptuous, and 
proceeds in the same direction. Ignorance has no 
li^ht, but error follows a false one. The conse- 
quence is, that error, when she retraces her foot- 
steps, has farther to go, before she can arrive at 
the "truth, than ignorance. 

With respect to the authority of great names it 
should be. remembered, that he alone deserves to 
have any weight or influence with posterity, who 
has shown himself superior to the particular and 
predominant error of his own times; — who, hke 
the peak of Tenerifie, has hailed the intellectual 
sun, before its beams have reached the horizon of 
common mind^ who, standing like Socrates, on 
the apex of wjilom, has removed from his eyes 
all film of earthly dross, and has foreseen a purer 
law, a nobler system, a brighter order of thin^ \ 

2* 
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in short a promised land ! which^ like Moses en. 
the top of Pisgah, he is permiited to survey and 
anticipate for others, without being himself allowed 
either to enter, or to enjoy. 

To cite the examples of history, in order to ani- 
mate us to virtue, or to anp us wiih fortitude, is to 
call up the illustrious dead, to inspire and to im- 
prove the living. But the usage of those civilian?^ 
who cite vicious authorities, for worse purposes, 
and enforce the most absurd practice, by the oldest 
precediBnt,.is'to bequeath to us as an heirloom, the 
errors of our forefathers ; to confer a kind of im- 
mortality on folly, making the dead more powerfid 
than time, and more sagacious than experience, by 
subjecting those 'that a,te upon the earth, to the 
perpetual mal-govemment of those that are ^- 
neath it. 



A- writer more splendid than solid, seems to 
think that vice may lose half its guilt, by losing all 
its grossness. An idea suggested, perhaps, by the 
parting anathema, fulminated by Gibbon, against 
the fellows of Magdalen : ' Men,' he said, * in 
whom were imited all the malevolence of moid^s, 
without their erudition ; and all the sensuality of 
libertines, without their refinement.' But it would 
be as well perhaps fpr the interests of humanity, 
if vice of every kind were more odious, and less 

' attractive ; if she were always exhibited to us, 
like the drunken Helot to the youths df Sparta, ia 
her true and disgusting shape. ]^ is fitting, that 
what is foul witnin, should be foul also without, 

. To give the semblance of purity to the substance of 
corruption, is to proffer the poison of. Circe in ^ 
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myatsl goblet, aad tD steal the bridal vestments of 
the Tirgth, to add more allurements to the seduc- 
tive snules of the harlot. 

If those alone who ' sowed to the mnd, did reap 
the whirlmnd,* it would be well. But tlie mischief 
is, tbat' the blindness of bigotry; the madness of 
ambition, and the miscalculation of diplomacy seek 
their victims principally amongst the innocent aad 
uaoiSending. The cottage is sure to suffer for 
every error of the court, the cabinet, or the camp. 
When error sits in the seat of power and authority, 
and is geneiated in high places, it may be comr 
^^ed to that tolfent, which originates indeed in iJ^e 
raoimtain, but commits its devastation in the vale^. . 



Great minds had rather deserve contemporaneous 
applause, without obtaining it,^han obtain> without 
deserving it ; if it follow them^ it is well, but they 
will not deviate to follow it. IV'ith inferior minds 
the reverse is observable ; so tba.t they can com- 
mand the flattery of knaves whilf living, they care 
not for the execrations of hone^mdn, when <lead. 
Milton neither aspired to pr^ent fame, nor even 
expected it ; but (to use his >wn vords,) his high 
ambition was, *to leave so/fiething to after ages, 
so written, that they should/not willingly let it die,' 
And Cato finally observed, hewould much rather 
that posterity should inquire^^y no statues were 
erected to him, than why theiwere. 

As in agriculture, he thstkn produce the gre&U 
est crop is n^ the best fiper, but he that can 
effect it with the least expose ; so in society, he 
is not the best member^ w} c^n bring about the 
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most good, but lie that can accompfish it with tb^ 
least admixture of concomitant 01.— For let n0. 
man presume to think that he can devise any plan 
of extensive good, unalloyed and unadulterated 
with evil. This is the prerogative of the Godhead 
alone. 



The inequalities of life are real things, they eao 
neither be explained away, nor done away ; ' jEas- 
peUasfurcaf tamen usque recurrent. ^* A levellerv 
therefore, has long been set down as a ridiculous 
and chimerical being, who, if he could finish hin 
woik to-day, would have to begin it again to-mor-^ 
row. The things that constitute these real ine- 
qualities are/owr, strength, talent, riches; and rank. 
The two former, would constitute inequalities in 
the rudest state of nature; the two latter, more 
properly belong to i state of society more or lesES 
civilized and refined. — Perhaps the whole four are 
all ultimately resolvable in power. But in the just 
appreciation of this power men are too apt to be 
dieceived. Nothing, for instance, is more common 
than to see rank or riches preferred to talent, and 
yet nothing is paor^ absurd. That talent is of a 
much higher orjer ol power than riches, might be 
proved in various ways ; being so much more in- 
deprivable and indestructible, so much more above 
all accident of chaufe, and all confusion of chance. 
But the peculiar superiority of talent over riches, 
may be best disco^red from hence — ^That the 
infiuence of talent wU always be the greatest in 
that government whth is the most pure ; w:hile 
the influence of richeawill always Ue the greatest in 

» Y(^u may dig thewMftA^ but they wUl come again.^^VvB* 
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Aat gotrermnent whicli is most conropt. So lliat 
from the preponderance of talent, we may always 
infer the 'soundness aiid idgour of the common- 
weall^ ; but from the preponderance of riches, its 
dotage ai)d degeneration.^ That talent confers an 
ifidquality of a higher order than rank, would 
appear from various riewB of the subject, and 
most particularly from this — ^many a man may 
justly thank his talent for his rank, but no. man has 
ever yet been able to return the compliment, by 
thanking his rank for his talent. When Leonardo 
da Vmci died, Jiis sovereign exclaimed, * I can 
make a thousancl lords, but not one Leonardo.* 
Cicero observed to a degenerate patrician, * / am 
^ first of my family J but you are the last of yours.' 
And since his tim6, those who value themselves 
merely on their ancestry, have been compared ta 
potatoes, aU that is good of them is under the ground ; 
perhaps it is but fair that nobility should have de^- 
seendcd to them, since they never could have raised 
themselves to it. 



An upright minister asks, what recommends a 
man ; a corrupt minister, who, 

« 

The first consideration ^ith a knave, is ham to 
help himself, and the second, how. to do it, wilh aa 
s^pearance of helping you. Dionysius* the tyrant, 

♦ There were two tyrants of this name, the last of whom 
ruled with such tyranny, that his people grew weary of his 
goveniment. He, hearing that an old woman prayed for 
his lifci asked her why she did so 1 She answered, * I have 
seen the death of several tyrants, and the successor was 
always worse than the former, then earnest thou, worse 
than all the rest ; and if thou wert gone, I fear what would 
become of us, if we should have a worse slW\ .' 



# 
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.stripped the statue of JujMter Oljrmpus of a robe of 
massy gold, and substituted a clodc of wool, clay-* 
ing, gold is too cold in winter, and too 'heavy in 
summer— ^It behooves us to tak^ care of Jupiter, 

If hypocrites go to heUj by the road to heaven^ 
we may carry on the metaphor, and add, that as 
all the virtues demand their respective toUs^the 
hypocrite has a by-way to avoid them, and to get 
into the main road again. And all would be w^ll, 
if he could escape the last turnpike in the journey 
of life, where aU must pay, where there is no by- 
path, and where the toll is death. 

In great matters of public moment, where both 
parties are at a stand, and both are punctilious, 
slight condescensions cost little, but are worth 
much. He that yields them is wise, inasmuch a» 
he purchases guineas with farthings. A few diops 
of oil will set the political machine at work, when 
' a tun of vinegar would only corrode the wheels, 
and canker the movements. ' ■ ' 



Were we as eloquent as angels, we should please 
some men, some women, and some children, much 
more by listening, than by talking. 

When Mahomet forbids his followers the use of 
wine, when the grand Sultan discourages learning, 
and when the Pope denies the Scriptures to the 
laity, what are we to infer from heQce I not the 
danger of the things forbidden, but the fears of 
those that forbid. Mahomet knew that his was a 
faith strictly military, an^i to be propagated by the 
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iword ; lie aho knfew thtit nothing is so destruC" 
live x)f discipline as wine ; Mahomet therefore in- 
ierdiet€id winfe. The grand Sultan knows that 
despotism is founded on the blindness and weak- 
ness of the governed ; but that learning is light 
Sind potirer ; and that the povirerful and Enlightened 
taake very tl'oublesome slaves; therefore the Sul- 
tan discourages learning. Leo the Xth knew that 
the pontifical hierarchy did support, and '^as recip- 
tocjily supported by a superstition that Mras fals6: 
but he also knew thtit the Scriptures are true, and 
that truth and fakehood assimilate not ; therefor^, 
Leo withheld the Scriptures from the laity. 

A wise?, minister would rather preserve peace, 
than gain a victory ; because he knows, that even 
the most suc<;essful war, leaves nations generally 
more poor, always more profligate, than it found 
them. Th£re are real evils that cannot be brought 
into a list df indemnities, and the demoralizing in- 
fluence of war is not amongst the least of them. 
The triumphs of trtith are the most glorious, chiefly 
because they are the most bloodless of all victories, 
deriving their highest lustre from the niimber of 
th^saoed, not of the slain, 

m - . — 

The great examples of Bacon, of MiltOii, of 
Newton, of Locke, and of others, happen to be 
directly against {he popular inference, that a certain 
wildness of eccentricity and thoughtlessness of 
conduct are the necessary accompaniments of ta- 
lent, and the sure indications of genius. Because 
some have united these extravagances, with great 
demonstrations of talent, as a Rousseau, a Chat- 
tertoii^ a Savage, a Burns, or a, BytQ^s ^jjCciWw, 
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it than of charity, that we are seeking victory radier 
than truth, and are beginning 'to feel more for onr^ 
selves,' than for our master. To lose our chari^; 
in defence of our religion, is to sacrifice the citadel, 
to maintain the outworks ; a very imprudent knodo 
of defence. There- is an old poet who has said, 
* Nullum Numen abest si sit Prudentia, tecum ^* but 
your thorough-spaced enthusiast would, make a tri* 
£ing alteration in the letter, but a most important one 
in the spirit of the line, which he would. read. thus— • 
' Nullum Numen habes si sit PruderUia, tecum J\ 



In all societies, it is advisable to associate if 
possible with the highest ; not that the highest are 
always the best, but, because if disgfusted mere, we 
<!an at any time descend ; but if we begin with the 
lowest, to ascend is impossible. In the grand the* 
atre of human life, a box ticket takes us tmough the 
house. 



He that has never suffered extreme adversity, 
knows not the ^1 extent of his own depravation ; 
ind he that has nlever enjoyed the summit of pros- 
perity is equally ignorant how far the iniquity of 
others can go. For our adversity will excite tenip» 
tations in ourselves, our prosperity in others. }&• 
Robert Walpole observed, it was fortunate that few 
men could be prime ministers, because it was for- 
tunate that few men could know the abandoned 
profligacy of the human mind. Therefore a beaur 
tifiil woman, if poor, should use a double circum- 
spection ; for her beauty will tempt others, her po- 
verty herself. ' 

*No Deity is absent] if prudence is with ihee.^^TvB, 
f7%ou art deserted of Heaven^ if prudence is with thee,*Fxm* 






^ 
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Power, like the diamond, dazzles the beholder, 
and.ako the wearer ; it dignifies meanness : it mag- 
nifies littleness ; to what is contemptible, it gives 
authority ; to what is low, exhaltation. To acquire 
it, appears not more difficult than to be dispossess* 
ed of it when acquired, since it enables the hold- 
er to shift his own errors tm dependants, and to tako 
their merits to himself. But the miracle of losing 
it vanishes, when we reflect that We are as liable to 
fail as to rxse^ by the, treacheiy of others ; and that 
to say ' I am' is language that has been appropri-r 
ated exclusively to God ! 



Virtue without talent^ is a coat ofmail^ without a 
sVDwd ; it may indeed defend the wearer, but will 
not enabfe him to protect his friend. 

He that aspires to be the head of a party, will 
find it more difficult to please his friends than to. 
perplex his foes. He must often act from false 
reasons which are weak, because he dares not 
avow the true reasons which^ are strong. It will 
be his lot to be forced otf some occasions to give 
his consideration to the wealthy, or the titled, air 
though they may be in the wrong and withhold it 
from the energetic, but necessitous, although they 
may be in the right, T^ere are moments when he 
must appear to sympathize, not only with the fes^rs 
of the brave, but. also with the follies of the wise. 
He must see some appearances that do not exist, 
and be blind to some that do. To be above others, 
he must condescend at times, to be beneath him-, 
self, as the loftiest trees have the lowest roots, 
but without thie keenest circumspection, his very 
fise^ will be his ruin. For a masked \5%.Uer^ \a 
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f more destructive than one that is visible, and he 

1 will have more to dread from the secret envy of his 

^ adherents, than the open hate of his adversaries, 

! This envy will be ever near him, but he must not 

I i^pear to suspect it ; it will narrowly watch him, 

j but he must not appear to perceive it : even when 

*: he is anticipating all its effects, he must give no 

I note of preparation ; and, in defending himself 

'! against it, he must conceal both his sword and his 

I shield. Let him pursue success as his truest 

^ friend, and apply to confidence as his ablest coun^r 

seller. Subtract from a great man, all thath^ 

owes to opportunity, and all that he owes to 

chance ;' all that he has gained by the wisdom of his 

friends, and by the folly of his enemies ; and our 

Brobdignag will often become a Lilliputian. I think 

it is Voltaire who observes, that it was very fortunate 

for Cromwell, that he appeared upon the stage, at 

^he precise moment when the people were tired of 

kings ; and as unfortunate for his son Richard, that 

he had to make good his pretensions, at a. moment J 

when the people wer^ equally tired oi protectors. j 

— ^ fi 

All poets pretend to write for immortality, but]! 

the whole tribe have no objection to present pay, 

and present praise. Lord Burleigh is not the onb 

statesman, who has thought one hundred pounc 

too much for a song, though sung by Spencer ; a 

though Oliver Goldsmith, is the only poet who evi 

considered himself to have been overpaid. TJ 

reward in this arena is not to the swift, nor the pi 

to the strong. Editors have gained more po\ 

by publishing Milton's works, than he ever gs 

pence by writing them ; and Garrick has reajj 

richer harvest in a single night, by acting in one* 
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<^ Sbakspeare^s, than that poet himself obtained 
by the geniud which inspired the whole of them. 

Avarice begets more vices than Priam did chil- 
dren, and like Priam survives them all. It starves 
its keeper to surfeit those who wish him dead ; and 
makes him submit to more mortifications to lose 
heaven, than the martyr undergoes to gain it. 
Avarice is a passion full of paradox, a madness full 
of mediod ; for, althou^gh the miser is the most 
mercenary of all beings; yet he serves the worst 
master more faithfully &an some Christians do the 
best, and will take nothing for it. He falls down 
and worships the god of this^ world, but will have 
neither its pomps, its vanities, nor its pleasures, for 
his trouble. He begins to accim^ulate treasure as 
a mean to happiness^ and by a common but morbid 
association, he jcontinues to accumulate it as an end. 
He lives poor, to die rich ; and is the mere jailer 
of his house, and the turnkey of his wealth. Em^- 
poverish^d by his gold, he slaves harder to impri? 
^n it in his chest, than hia brother slave to libe- 
rate it from the mine. The avarice of the miser 
may be termed the grand sepulchre of all his other 
paasnons, as they successively decay. But unlike 
other tombs it is enlarged by repletion and «trength- 
' ened by age. The latter paradox, so peculiar to 
this passion, must be ascribed to tli^at love of power 
inseparable from the human mind. There are 
three kinds of power — ^wealth, strength, and talent ; 
but as pjd age always weakens, often destroys the 
two latter, fhe aged are induced to cling with the 
greater avidiity to the former. And the attach-; 
ment of the aged to wealth, mtist be a growinfj^jabd 
progressive attachment, since ^ such ^.xe woX ^V^^ Ssv 

3* 
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discovering, tharthoge same ruthless yearsj wMeb^ 
detract so sensibly from the strength of their 
bodies, and of their minds, serve only to augment 
and to consolidate the strength of their purse, / 



Men Avillwrangle for religion ; write for it ; fight 
for it ; die for it ; any thing but — live for it. 

Honour is unstable, and seldom the same ; for sho 
feeds upon opinion, and is as fickle as her food. 
She builds a lofty structure on the sandy founda- 
tion of the esteem of those, who are of all beings 
the most subject to change. But. virtue is Uniform 
and fixed, because she looks for approbation only 
from Him, who is the same yesterday — to-day— 
and for ever. Honour is the most capricious in 
her rewards. She feeds us with air, and often 
pulls down our house, to build our monument. She 
is contracted in her views, inasmuch as her hopes 
are rooted in earth, bounded by time, and termi- 
nated by death. But virtue is enlarged and infinite 
in her hopes, inasmuch as they extend beyond pre* 
sent things, even to eternal ; this is their proper 
sphere, and they will cease only in the reality of 
deathless enjoyment. In the sterms, and in the 
tempests of life, honour is not to be depended on, 
because she herself partakes of the tumult ; she 
also is buffeted by the wave, and borne along by 
the whirlwind. But virtue is above the storm, and 
has an anchor sure and steadfast, because it is cast 
into heaven. The noble Brutus worshipped hon- 
our, and in his zeal mistook her for virtue. In 
the day of trial he found her a shadow and a 
name. But no man can purchase l^is virtue too 
. flear ; for it is the only thing whose value mus^ 
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ever increase M'ith the prifje it has cost ns. Our 
integrity is never worth so much as when -we have * 
partexi with our all to keep it. The Pagans (says 
Bayje) from the obscurity wherein thej lived i as 
to another life, reasoned very inconsequentially oii 
the reality of virtue. It belongs to Christians alone 
t<f argue upon it aright ; and if those good things 
to come, which the Scripture promises the faithful, 
were not Joined to the^ desire of virtue, then an in* 
uocency of life, might be placed in the number of 
those things on which Solomon pronounced his 
definitive decree, * Vanity ofvanitieSi all is vanity ," 

. Modern reformers are not fully aware of the dif- 
ficulty they will find to make converts, when that 
period which we so fondly anticipate shall arrive : 
an era of universal illumination. They will then 
experience a similar rebufl*, with, those who now 
attempt to make proselytes among the _ Jews. 
These Claming descendants of Laban shrewdly 
reply : Pray would it not bte better for your Chris- 
tians, first of all. to decide amoAgst yourselves what 
Christianity is, and when that important point is 
fully settled, then we think it will be time enough 
for you to begin your attempts of converting others ? 
And the reasoning and enlightened inquirer will 
also naturally enough demand of the reformist, 
what is reformation I This he will find to be 
almost as Various as the advocates for it. The 
thorough-paced and Unitarian reformer, who thinks 
one year a siifiicient period for a parliament, in 
order to bring in another unity still more absurd 
and dangerous, the majesty of tihe people, one and 
indivisible, must be at irreconcilable issu^ ^\\Jdl 
fte Trinitarian reformer, who advooale^ \x\swx«\ 
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parliaments, and who has not lost his respect for 
that old and ^orthodox association of kihg, lords, 
and commons. Jn politics, as in religion, it so 
happens, that we have less charity for ^hose who 
believe the half of our creed, than for those that 
deny the whole of it ; since if Servetus had been 
a Mohammedan, he would not have been burnt by 
Calvin. There are two parties, therefore, that will 
form a rent in the Babel building of Reform, which, 
unlike that of the Temple, will not be confined to 
the vail, but. will in all probability reach the foun* 
dation. ... ' 



Times of general calamity and confusion, have 
ever been productive of the greatest minds. — ^The 
purest ore, is produced from the hottest furnace, 
and the brightest thunderbolt, is elicited from the 
darkest storm. 



Hypocrites act by virtue,, like Numa bv )us 
shield. — They frame many counterfeits of herj^'ith 
which they make an ostentatious parade, in all 
public assemblies, and processions ; but the origi- 
nal of what they counterfeit, and which may indeed 
be said to haye fallen from Heaven, they produce so 
seldom, that it is cankered by the rust of sloth, and 
useless from non-application. 

The wealthy and the noble, when they expend 
large sums in decorating their houses with the rare 
and costly efforts of genius, with busts from the 
chisel of a Canova^ and with cartoons from the 
pencil of a Raphael, are to be commended, if they 
do not stand still hercj but go on to bestow some 
pains and cost, that the master himself t)e not 
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inferior to the mansion, and that the ovmer be not 
the only ^ing that is tittle, smidst everything else 
that is great. The l^ou^e may draw visiters, but it 
is the possessor alone that can detain them. We 
cA>ss the Alps, and after a short interval, vre are glad, 
to return : — -we go to see Italy, not the Italians. 

Public. events of moment, when deeply and fully 
^Tonsidered, are the fertile womb of political max- 
ims, which ought to contain the very soul of the 
moral history y and then they are imperishable and 
indestnictible,worthy of being resorted to as a tower 
^f strength in the storm, and spreading tMr^efiul- 
gence over the tide of time, as a beacon in me night. 

Secrecy of design, when combined with rapidity 
of execution, like the column that guided Israel in 
the deserts, becomes the guardian pillar of light 
and fire- to our friends, a cloud of overwhelming 
j»nd impenetrable darkness to our enemies, 

* Felix, quern faciunt aliena pericula cautum :'* 
this is. well translated by some one who observes 
that it is far. better to borrow experience than to buy 
it. He that sympathizes in all the happiness of 
others, perhaps himself enjoys the safest happi- 
ness, and he that is warned by all the folly of 
o^ers, has perhaps attained the soundest wisdom. 
But such is the purblind egotism, and the suicidal 
selfishness of mankind, that things so desirable are 
seldom pursued, things so accessible, seldom at- 
tained. That is indeed a ttmfold knowledge, which 
profits alike, by the folly of the foolish, and the 

♦ Happy ^ whom other^s dangers render prudcni, — -"^v^-a. 
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Thftt con^ct l^in be contiimed ty our-yW #, wbicli 
commenced in our resentmeiU, He that is gone so 
fBJ as to cut the claws of the lipn, will not feel hioH 
self quite secure, until he has ako drawn his teetlL 
The .greater tl^e power of him that is injured, the 
more inexpiable and perseyering must be the efforts 
of those who have begun to injure 'him. There- 
fore a mon^tch who submits to a- single insult, is 
half dethroned. When the conspirators were^ de- 
liberating on the murder of Paul Petrowitz, emperor 
of Russia, a voice was heard in the aatechaikiber, 
sapng, ^ You have broken the- egg, you h^ hetter 
make the^^melet,^ ' , ■ . 



That cowardice is incorrigible wbich tilie love of 
power cannot overcome* In the hieat and phrensy 
of the French revoiutidn, the contentions for place 
and power never sustained the smallest .diminution ; 
appointments and offices were never pursued with 
more eagerness and intrigue, than when the h^ads 
of those who gained them, had they been h^ on 
merely by pieces oi sticking plaster yCO\Adi not have 
Bat more loosely on their shoulders. Demagogues 
sprung up like mushrooms , and the crop seemed to 
be fecundated by blood ; although it repeatedly 
happened that the guillotine had finished the fa- 
vourite;^ before the plaster had finished the model, 
and that the original was dead^ befori^ the bust was 
dry. 



A man may arrive at such power, and be so suc- 
cessM in the application of it, as to be enabled to 
crush and to overwhelm all his enemies. But a 
safety, built upon successful vengea^ice, and estab- 
lished not.upoh our love, but upon our feaj^ oftep 
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ifontainv within itsefftiiie seeds of its owi^ dtestmc* 
fion. ^t is at best a joyless and a precarious 
safety^ as sbortlived as that of some conquerors, 
wha have died from a pestilence excited by tho 
dead bodies of the yanqmshed. 

Many men iail in life, from the ^ant, as thev are 
tod ready to suppose, of those great occasioDS 
whirein they might have shown their trnstworthp^ 
ness, and their integrity. But all such' persons 
sbovid Temember, t^at in 6tdeT to try whether a 
ressel be les^^, we first prove it with toa^cr, before 
we trust it with v?ine. The more minute, trivial, 
and we may say wrw^jf(?Mfer opportunities of being 
just arid upright, are constantly occurring.to every 
one : and it is an unimpeachable character inthese 
lesser things, that almost invariably pi^pares a|ad 
pirodtices &ose -very cj^KHtunities of greater ad- 
vancement, and of higher confidence, which* turn 
out m rich a harvest,- but which those alone are 
permitte'd-to reap, who have previously ^0K?». 

Of all the passions, jealousy is that which exsicts 
the hardest service^ ^nd#payjs' the bitterest wages. 
Its service is-^to- watch the rstteeess o( omr enemy ; 
its wage» — ^to be ^w'e of it. 

* ■ ■ ■ 

^ Pedantry pndes herself on being wrong by rules ; 
while common sense is contented to be right, with-^ 
out them.' ' The^ foymer would rather stumble in 
foflowing'the dead, than walk upright by the profane 
assistance of the living; She worships ^he moul- 
dering mummies of antiquity, and ier will is, that 
they should; not be buried, but ^nihaimed. She 
would have Tfttth hciwelf bow: to th^ «»3()fetf»a\:^ qI 
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great names ; while common sense would luure 
gr^at names bow to the authority of truth. Folly 
disgusts us less by her ignorance, tbaii pedamry by 
lier learning ; since she mistakes the: nerwige >o^ 
things for their 47m2t7y; and her creed is, that 
darkness is increased by the accession of light ; 
that the world grows younger by age ; and that 
knowledge and . eicperience are diminished^ by a 
constant and uninterrupted accumulation ^ 

Tlvere is but one pursuit in life, which it is in 
the power of all to follow, and of all to attain. It 
' ^ subject to no disappointments, since he that per-* 
severes, makes every difficulty, an advancement, 
and every contest a victory ; and this is the pursuit 
of virtue. Sincerely to aspire afler virtue, is to 
gain her ; and zealously to lajbour .after her wagea^ 
is. to receive^ them. Those that se^k her early, 
will find her before it is late ; her reward also i% 
with her, and she will come quickly. For^thfi 
breast of a good man, is a little heaven commencii 
on earth ; where the Deity sits enthroned wit 
imrivalled infiuence, every safety from dang^ 
resource from sterility, «nd subjugated passi< 
' like the wind and storm, fulfilling his word.' 

Even human knowledge ia permitted to ap] 
im^ate in 'some degree^ and. on certain occasioi 
that of the D^ity, its pure and primary source ; 
this assimilation is never more conspicuous, 
when it converts €t>»7 into the means <>f prod^ 
its oppositOsg^ooc^. What for instance app( 
Y first sight to be^so insurmountable a barrier 
intercourse of nati<Mas as the ocean; but s( 
has cenrerted it into- the best and most expei 
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m€&nj by which they may supply their mntiiai 
wants, and carry on their most intinate commune 
catioxis. What' so violeilt as steam? and so de- 
struqtive as fire ? What so uncertain as the wind ! 
and so uncontrollable as the wave ? Yet art has 
rendered these unmanageable- things instrumental 
and subsidiary to the necessities, the comforts, and 
even ^e <^e^ncies of life. What so hard, so 
col<]^and so insensible as marble ? Yet the sculp- 
tor <^^ warm it ihto life, and hid it breathe an 
eternity of love. What so variable as colour ? so 
swift as light ^ or so empty as shade? Yet the 
pencil of a Raphael can givc-these fleeting things 
both a body and a soul ; can confer upon them an 
imperishable vigour, a beauty that increases with 
age, and which must continue to captivate genera- 
tions. In shortj wisdom can draw expedient from 
obslacle, invention from difficulty, remedy from 
poison. In her hands, all things become beautiful 
hj atl^tment; subservient by their ttse; and salu- 
tarj^ by their application. '- 

As there are none so weak, that we may venture 
to injure them with impunity^ so there are none so 
low, that they may not at some time be able to 
repay sxi obligation. Therefore, what benevolence 
would dictate, prudence would confirm. F^r he 
that is cautious of insulting the weakest,. and not 
above obliging the lowest, will have attained such 
habits of forbearance and of conspiracy, as will 
Beerare him the good-will of all that are beheath 
him, and teach Imn how to avoid the enmity of all 
that are above him. For he that would not bruise 
even a worm, will be still more cautious how he 
triads npon a serpent. 

4* 
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The oviy things in which we can he said ta have 
any prapexty> are our actions. Our thoughts ipaay 
be bad, yet produce no poison, they may be good, 
yet produce no fruit. Our riches may be taken 
from us by misfortune, our reputation by malice, 
our spirits by calamity, our health by disease, our 
friends by death. But our fictions must fpUow us 
beyond the grave ; with respect to them alone, we 
cannot ss^y that we shall carry nothing with us 
when we die, neither that we shall ^ naked out 
of the world. Our actions roust clothe us with an 
inmiortality, loathsome or gl(»:ious ; these are the 
only tith-Medgoi which we cannot be disinherited ; 
they will have their full weight in the balance of 
eternity, when every thing else is as nothing ; and 
their value will be confirmed .and established by 
those two sure and sateless destroyers oi vM other 
things, — Time-^and Death, 



He that abuses his ovm profession, will not pa< 
tiently bear with any one else that does so, ' And 
^his is one of our most .subtile operations of self- 
love. For when we abuse our own profession, we 
tacitly except ourselves ; hut when another abuses 
it, we are far from being certain that this is the 
case. 

There are m^nds so habituated .to intrigue and 
inystery in themselves, and so prone to expect it 
^<Hn others, that they will never except of a plain 
ireason for a plain fact^ if it be possible to devise 
fiaitses for it that are obscure, far fetched, and 
usually not w0rth the carriage. Like the miser of 
Berkshire, who would ruin a good horse to escape 
a turnpike, so these gentlemen ride their high-bre^ 
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tkeori^to^ntiitm order to come at tr^di, tluKn^ 
^y-patbs, lanes, and dleys ; while slie benelf k 
jogging quietly sdong i^ii the high jsmd beaten 
road of common sense. The consequence is, thai 
those who take this mode of arriving at truth, axe 
sometimes before her, and sometimes behind her, 
but Tery seldom with her. Thus the great states* 
man who relates the conspird.cy against Doria, 
pauses to deliberate upon, and minutely to scruti- 
nize into divers and sundry errors committed, and 
oj^ortunities neglected, whereby he would wish to 
account for thetoti^l failure of that spirited enter* 
prise. But the plain fact was, that the scheme 
had been s6 well planned and digested, that it was 
victorious in every point of its operation, both on 
the sea and on the shore, iAi the harbour of Genoa, 
no less than in the city, until that most unlucky 
accident befell the Count de Fiesque, whoVas the' 
very life and soul of the conspiracy. In stepping 
from one galley to another, the plsuok oh which he 
stood, upset, and he feU into the sea. ^ His armour 
happened to be very kea^ — the ni^t to be very 
dark— the water to be very deep—^nd the bottom 
to be very muddy. And it is another plain faety 
that water in all such cases, happens to make np 
distinction whatever, between a tonquerm' and a col. 

In the tortuous and crooked policy of pubHe 
lifTairs, as well as in the less extensive, but perhaps 
more intricate labyrinth of private concerns, there 
vxetwo evils, which must cchatinue to be as reme** 
diless as they are unfortunate ; they have no cure, 
lind their only palliatives are diffi4ence aiuh time. > 
They are these^-the most candid and enlightened 
must give their absent to a pxob^VAft V^^A^^^f^Ky^^ 
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rathisr tliao to an improbable truth ; and their ei* 
teem to those who have a reputation, in preference 
to those Mrho ©n/y deserve it. 



He that acts towards men, as if God saw him, 
and prays to God, as if .men heard him, although 
he may not obtain all that he asks, or succeed in 
all. that he undertakes, will most probably deser\'e 
to do so. For with respect to his actions to men, 
however much he may fail with regard to Gathers, 
yet if pure and good^ with regard to himself and his 
highest interests, they cannot fail ; and with re- 
spect to his prayers to God, although they cannot 
make the Deity more willing to give, yet they willj 
and must, make the supplicant more worthy lo 
receive. 



We did not make the world, but we may mend 
it, and must live in it. We shall find that it abounds 
with fools, who are top dull to be employed, ai^ 
kimves who ^are too sharp. The compound cha- 
racter is most common, and is that with which we 
shall have the most to do. As he that knows how 
to put proper words in proper places, evinces the 
truest kno^Yledge of books, so he that knows how 
to put ^t persons in fit stations, evinces the truest 
knowledge of men. li was observed of Elizabeth, 
that shd was weak herself, but chose wise counsel- 
lors ; to which it was replied, that to choose wise 
counsellors, was, in a prince^ the highest wisdom. 



If all seconds, were as averse to duels as their 
principals, very little blood would be shed in that 
way, - , 
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If'^e camipt exlubit a better life than on atheial^ 
we most he yery bad calculators, and if we cannot 
exhibit a better doctrine, we must be s^ worse 
r^asoners. Shall we then burn a man because he 
chooses to say in his heart, there is no Crod ? To 
say it in his head, isb incompatible with a sound 
state df.the cerebellum. But if -all who wished 
there were no God, believed it too, we should have 
many atheists. He that has lived with<Mit a God, 
would be very happy to die without one ; and he 
ihsx by his conduct has taken the word nat out of 
the commandments, would most willmgly insert it 
into the creed^—^Thoxji shalt k^, and thou fihaft 
commit adultery, would be very conveniently sup- 
ported hy, ' I do not believe in God.' But are we 
to bum a man ibr so absurd a doctriiie ? Yes, says 
the zealot, for fear of his making proselytes. That 
he will atten^>t to make proselytes I adnut, even 
to a system so fatherless, sO forlorn, and so gloomy ; 
and he will attempt it, on the same principle which 
causes little children to cry at night for a bedfel- 
low, he is afraid of being left alone in the dark ! 
But to grant that he vrill be successful in his 
attepfipts to convert others, would be to grant that ^ 
he has some reason on his side; and w.e have 
yet to learn that reason can be consumed by fire, 
or overwhelmed by force. . We will bum him the^t 
for the sake of example. But his example, like 
his doctrine, is so absmrd, that let him alone, and 
none will follow it. But by burning him, you your'' 
selves have set a mast hiirrid example, which tho. 
innunierable champions of bigotry and of fanati- 
cism have fdlowed, and will foUo'w, whenever and 
wherev^lr they have power to do so. By burtdft.^ 
^n atheist, you have l^t importaiuie V> ^^V^\fiw€^ 
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was absurd, interest to that which was forbidding^, 
light to that which was the essence of darkness. 
For atheism is a system which can communicate 
neither warmth nor illumination, except from those 
fagots which your, mistaken zeal has lighted up for 
its destruction. • 



There are sotn^who affect a want of affectation, 
and flatter themselves that they are above flattery ; 
they are proud of being thought extremely humble, 
and would go round the world to- punish those ^ho 
th^ought them capable of revenge ; they are so 
satisfied with the suavity of their own temper, that 
they would quarrel with the.ir deares! benefactor, 
only for doubting it. — 'And yet so very blind are all 
their acquaintance to their numerous qualifications 
and merits, that the possessors of them invariably 
discover, when it is too late, they have lived in the 
world without a single friend, and are about to 
leave it without a single mourner. 



They that are in power, should be extremely 
cautious to commit the execution of their plans, 
not only to .those who are able, but to those who 
are willing ; as servants and instruments it is their 
duty to do their best, but their employers are never 
so sure of them, as when their duty is also their 
pleasure. To commit the execution of a purpose 
to one who disapproves of the plan of it, is to em- 
ploy hvX one third oi the man ; his heart and his 
head are against you, you have commanded only 
his hands. 

' M 

It is. far more safe to lower any pretensions that 
if woman may aspire to, on the score of her virtue, 
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tlian -those dearer ones which ^he may foster, on 
the side of her vanity. Tell her that she Ls-not in 
the exact road to gain the approbation of the 
angels, and she may not only hear you with pa- 
tience, but may even follow your advice ;. but 
should you venture to hint to her, that she is equally 
nasuccessful in all her methods to gain the appro- 
bation' of m«n, she will pursue not the advicoybut 
ihe adviser, Certainly with scorn, probably with 
vengeance. 



There is a certain constitution of mind, which 
of all others, is the most likely to make our for- 
tune, if combined with talent, or to mar them, 
without it ;— -for the errors oi such minds are few, 
but fatal. I allude to those characters, who have 
t kind of mathematical decision about them, which 
• dictates that a straight line is the shortest distance 
between any two points, and that small bodies ioitk 
velocity, have a greater momentum than large mass- 
es without it. Thus they would rather use a cdnntm' 
baUf than a baUeringram,'-^W iih such minds^ to 
resolre and to act, is instantaneous 4 they seem to 
precede the march of time ; to foresee events^ in 
the chrysalis of their causes ; and to seize that 
moment for execution, which others use in dejiibe- 
ration. Cromwell* ha4 much of this decision in 
the camp, but in the church, hypocrisy asserted 
her dominion, and sometimes neutralized his moral 

* Cromwell is thus described by his confidential pHjrsi- 
cian, Gteorge Bate: * A perfect master of all the arts of 
simulation, and of dissimulation; who, turnin§-up the 
whites of his eyes, and seeking the Lord with pious ges- 
tures, will weep and pray, and cant most devoutly, till an 
oi^rtunity o^rs of dealing his dupe a knock-down blow 
under the short ribs.' 
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courager nevear bk» phvskid ; for he always fought 
^with more sincerky than he prayed. Carnal de 
Retz carried this energy and prmnptitade into 
evtery department of his career : the church, the 
camp, the council, and the coUrt ; but, like Charles 
the Xllth, he h^ id ways more sail than ballast, 
and after the most hairbreadth escapes, was ship- 
wrecked at last. Napoleon had more of ' tins 
promptitude of decision, than any other character, 
ancient or modem. Even his ablest genei^s were 
often overwhelmed with astonishment at the result 
of his simultaneities. Kleber designated him, as a 
chief who had twO: faults, that of advancing, without 
considering how he shoidd retareat ;-^and of seizing/ 
withottt considering how he should retain, it was 
absolutely necessary for such a man to * wehr his 
heart in his hedd,^ for he invariably sacrificed bibod 
to time, and means to ^ end. If the wrong path 
happened to be the shortest, thsitm9de it the right; 
and he anticipated a^ acquittal by securing a con^ 
^piest* He invaded France with sixty men, and. f<tf 
a tiitfe succeeded;- but this desperate meaa^ise 
would not have been necessary, if Uie sanfe ptbmp-' 
titude of action wluch caused this latter attempt ta 
tfocceed) had not most miserably failed on a ioxmtx 
one. He had said, ^ Let urar feed trar :' it did so,^ 
toA Russia sptead her table-cloth of snow, to* 
receive the fragments of the feaait.- But all this 
energy, and all tibis talent, Were clouded by a total 
want of prmciple : he knew that he had none him« 
self; and here he was right; but he coiacluded that 
aU others had none, and here he wsiff often wrong* 
On a more confined st^ge,<and in a smaller sphere, 
few have combined more taiient with more decision, 
than Lord Thurlow. Nature seentt to have grven 



lliin a ktad of eiystal, and nerves off bcaas. I aAiiH 
^^puoce his repl7 to a ^epQtation frcmi the distenlH% 
«» h%hly:^iaracteTUitic. of the* man. — ^They hftd 
"waited <H|iMA l^ aj^>ointraeiity to request that hm 
iroidd^a^meni his vote for^erejpeal of the teat 
act. t1^ were shown into the library, where a 
|>lentsial collation had been prepared. They thoii§^ 
themaelires sure of success, but they reckoned 
witiiout Metr Ao^^, who at length made his ajqiear- 
iuQce. He listened to along narragne with much 
patience :-^when it was finished, he rose up, and 
addressed them : ^Gentlemen, you have called on 
tne to request my vote for the .repeal of the test 
act. — Gentlemen, I shall not vote for the repeal of 
the test act. I care not whether your religion has 
the ascendency, ormine^^^or any, or none ; but this 
1 know, that when you were uppermost, you kept 
^ts down, and new that we are uppermost, with 
God's help we will keep you dowu.' 

In pnlpk eloquence, the grand difficulty lies here; 
t» give the subject all the- dignity it so fully de- 
serves, without attaching any importance to o\u> 
selves. The Christian messenger cannot think too 
hi^hf ci his prince, or too humbly of himself. 
-TUs is that secret art which captivates and im* 
proves ,an audience, and which all who see, will 
^cy they could imitate, while most who try will faiL 

' Speret identf sudet multum^ frustraqae lahoret^ 
'*^Ausut idem?* 



The most dismterested of all gifts^ are tibtose 
which l^ngs bestow on uridesetving favourites ;— 

* Hk that untkrlakes this busi'ness wUl toil vx '^^vf^-^r^^'^i^ 

5 
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£r&(t, beeaiise tl^y are purel^rat the eispelime oi ike 
donor's character; and secondly, because they are 
sure to be repaid ^th ingratitude. In facti honours 
and titles so conferred, or rather so misplaced, dis- 
honour the giver, without exalting the receiver ; 
they are a splendid sign, to. a wretched inn ; an 
illuminated frontispiece, to a contemptible missal ; 
a lofty arch overshadowing a gutter. Court minioi^ 
lifted up from obscurity by their vices, and splen- 
did, only because they reflect the rays of royal 
munificence, may be compared to those fogs,.wlu^li 
the sun raises up from l^e swamp, merely to ob- 
scure the beams, which were the cause of their 
elevation. - 



Some men .who know that they are great, are so 
very haughty withal and insuflferable^ that their 
acquaintance discover their greatness, only by the 
tax of humility, which they are obliged to pay,' as 
the price of their friendship. Such characters are 
as tiresome and disgusting in the journey of life, t>s 
nigged roads are to the .weary traveller, which m 
discovers to be turnpikes, only by (Ad toU^ 

A certain degree of labour and exerticm seoms 
io have' been allotted us by Providence, as the con- 
dition of humanity. < In the swec^ oftky.hrow shalt 
thou eat thy bread ;' this is a curse which has proved 
a blessing in disguise. And those favoured fei 
who, by their rank, or their riches^ are exempU 
from all exertion, have no reason to be thankful 
the^ privilege. It was the observation of this nee . 
sity, that led the ancients to say, that die gods sc 
us every thii^, but gave us nothing. Water, hoi 
#Fipr, which is one of the great necessaries.of " 
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may, in general, be gratuitously procured ; but it 
has been well observed, that if Thread, the other* 
greal ne^^^ury of human life, could be procinred 
on ternM^Hteiy cheap and easy, there would be 
^iDuch OM^I^piton to fear, that men would become 
hrwUs^ fdsr iSe want of something to do, rather than 
fhHosopkers^ from the possession of leisure. And 
the facts seem to bear out the theory* In all coun- 
tries, where nature does the most, man does the 
least ; and where she^does but little, there we shall 
find the utmost acme of human exertion. — ^Thus, 
Spain |»roduces the worst farmers, and Scotland 
the best gardeners ; the former are the spoilt chil- 
dren of indulgence, the latter, the hardy offspring 
pi endeavour. The copper, coal, and iron, of 
£ngland, inasmuch as they cost much labour to 
dig, and ensure a still further accumulation of it 
when dug, have turned out to be richer mines to 
us, than those pf Potosi and Peru. The posses- 
sors of the latter have been empoverished by their 
treasures^ while we have been constantly enriched 
by our exertions. Our merchants, without being 
aware of it, have been the ^sole possessors of the 
philosopher's stone, for they have anticipated most 
of the wealth of Mexico before it arrived in Eu- 
rope,' by transmuting their iron and their cop^ 
into gM. 

The road to glo^ would cease to be arduous, if 
it were trite and trodden ; and great minds must 
always be ready not only to take opportunities, bnt 
to make them. Alexander dragged the Pythian 
priestess to the temple on a foibidden day.—- 'She 
exclaimed, 'iify son ^ thou art invincible,^ wldch 
was tnracle enough for him.-^Ou a secXy^^^^^V3i&^ 
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by an effort id wit. King Chailes had appomtdl 
a day for dining vrith his chaplains; and it was 
understood thsU this step was adopted as the leairt 
finpakUable niode of putting an end to the dinner. 
It was Dr. SoutVs turn to say the grace : sm4 
whenever the king honoured his chaplains with his 
presence, the prescribed formula ran thus : *' Go4 
save the king, and bless the dinner.' Our witty 
divine took the liberty of transposing the words, by 
saying, * God ^v^ the king, snd save the dinner/ 
' And it shall be savedy said the monarch. 



It is not so difficult to fill a c^edy with good 
repartee, as might be at first imagined, if we con- 
sider how completely both parties are in the power 
of the author: The blaze oi wit in the School for 
Scandal, astonishes us less, when we remember 
that the writer had it in his power to frame both 
the question, and the answer ; the reply, and the 
rejoinder; the time and the place.. He must be ^ 
poor proficient, who cannot keep up the game, 
when the ball, the wall, and the racket, are at his 
sole command. 



The-clashing interests of society, and the dojible, 
yet equal suad contrary demands arising out of them, 
where duty and justice are constantly opposed to 
gratitude and inclination, these things must make 
the profession of a statesman, an office neither easy 
Bor enviable. It often happens that such men have 
only a choice of evib, and that, in adopting either, 
the discontent will be certain, the benefit precarious. 
It is seldom that statesmen have the option of choos- 
ing between a good and an evil ; and still more sel- 
dom, that they can boast of that fortunate situation. 
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wherry like the great Duke c^ MacrlboTOu§^ tliey 
are pennitted to choose between ttoo things thai 
are good. His .Grace was hesitating whetiber he 
should^ take a prescription arecommended by the 
Dutchess : ' I will be hanged,' said he, 'if it does 
no( cure you.' Dr. Garth who was present, in- 
stantly exclaimed, * Take it then, your Grace, by 
ikU manner of means, it is sure to do good one way 
or the other /' . , 

ilimry and Cunning, are the two apprentices of 
jDespatch and Sk)U ; but neither of them ever learn 
Iheir mast^s trade. 



■ ' ij i 



Success seems to be that which forms the dis«'' 
tinction between confidence and conceit. Nelson, 
iwhen young, was piqued at not being noticed in a 
i>ertain paragraph of theiiewspapers, which detailed 
itn action wherein he had assisted : ' But never 
mind,' said he, * I will one day have a gazette of 
my own.' 



The excesses of our youth are drafts upon our 
old age, payable with interest, about thirty years 
aiUr date. 



None are so seldom found alone, and are so soon 
'tired of their oton company, as those coxcombs ^^ 
who are on the best terms with themselves. 

Some historians, like Tacitns, Burnet, and ihe 
Abbe Raynal, are never satisfied, without adding to 
iheir detail of events, the secret springs and causes 
that have produced them. Bl)^ both hftiQ%% >bi^ 
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utateismell, amid the din of arms, and the huny i^ 
business, are too often necessitated to invert the 
natuifal order of things ; to fight before they delib-^ 
erate, and decide before they consult A states^ 
man may regulate hitnself by events, but it is sel- 
dom that he <san cause events to regulate them- 
selves by him. It oflen happens too, both in courts 
and in cabinets, that there are two things going on 
together, a main plot and an under plot; and he 
that understands only one of them, will, in all prob- 
ability, be the dupe of both. A mistress may rule 
a monarch, but some obscure favourite may rule 
the mistress. Doctor Busby Was asked how -he 
contrived to keep all his preferments, and the head 
mastership of Westminster School, through the j»uc- 
cessive, but turbulent reigns of Charles tiie Fii^t^ . 
Oliver Cromwell, Charles the Second, and James; 
he replied, ' l^he fathers govern the nation ; the 
mothers govern the fathers ; the boys govern the 
mKHhers; and I govern the hoys. ^ 

"Fortune has been considered the guardian divin- 
ity of fools; and, on this soore^ 3he ha3> been 
accused of blindness .; but it should rather be ad7 
dueed as a proof of her sagacity, when she helps 
those who certainly cannot help themselves. 

Literary prizes, and academical honou]:«,^e lau- 
dable objects of any young man^s ambition ; they 
are the proofs of present merit, and the pledges of 
future utility. But, when hopes excited within the 
cloister, are not realized beyond it ; when academ- 
ical rewards, produce not public advantage, the 
general voice will not squander away upon the blos- 
som, that praise and gratitude, wluch.it reserves 
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only for the fhiit. Let those, therefore, who htro 
been successful in their academic career, he careful 
to maintain their speed, * servetur ad imumy* other- 
wise these petty kings within the wdils of their 
colleges, will find themselves dethroned mon^chs 
when they mix with the world ; . a world through 
whi6h, like Theodore,t they will be doomed to wan- 
der out of humour with themselves, and useless to 
society ; exasperated at all who do not recognise 
their former royalty, and commiserate their present 
degradation. The Senior Wrangler, of a certain 
year, piping hot from* the Senate House at Cain- 
bridge, went to the p)&y at Drury-Lane. It so hap- 
pened, that a certain great personage entered at the 
same moment, on the other side of the house, but 
wMbserved by the mathematician. The wh<^e 
house testified their respect, by a general rising 
and clapping of hands. Our astonished academic 
instantly exclaimed, to the no small amusement of 
his London friends, ' Welly well, this is more than 
I expected ; how is it possible that these good 
peo{Me should so soon have discovered that! am 
the Senior Wrangler.* 

Men spend their lives in anticipations, in deter- 
mining to be vastly happy at some period or other, 
icAen they have time. But the present time has one 
advantage over every other — ^it is our own. Past 
opportunities are gone, future are not come. We 
may lay in a stock of pleasures, as we woidd lay 
in a stock of wine ; but if we defer tasting them 
too long, we shall find that both are soured by age. 



♦ Save U HiU the ZoK.— Pub. 
t King of Corsica. 
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VetdkfggexB itt kw, and empirics in iiiedidnev 
vhether 3ieir patients lose or save tlielj: property 
OS th^ir liyes, take care to be, in either case^ equalljr 
remunerated; ^ey profit by both horns of tbs 
dilemma, and press defeat, no less than success, 
into their service. They hold from time immemo* 
Mial; the fee-simple of a vast estate, subject to no 
alienatione diminution, revolution, nor tax ; the folly 
and ignorance of mankind. Over this extensive 
domain, they have long had, by undisputed usance, 
the sole management and control, inasmuch as the 
real owners most strenuously and sturdily declaim 
aii^ight, title, and proprietorship therein. 

Some Sciolists have discovered a a^iort path to 
celebrity. Having heard that it is a vastly silly 
thing to believe every thing, they take it for gllintea, 
that it must be a-vastly wise thing to believe Mothing^ 
They therefore set up for freethinkers ; but their 
only stock in trade is, that they are free from 
thinking* It is not safe to contemti them, nor very^ 
easy to convince them ; since no persons make S9 
large a demand against the reason of others, as 
' those who have none of their own ; -as a highway* 
man will take greater liberties with our purse, than 
our banker. 



The pope conducts himself towards our Heavenly 
master, as a knavish steward does to aa earthly one. 
He says to the tenants, you may continue to neglect 
my master's interests as much as you please, but 
keep on good terms with me, and I will take care 
that you shall be on good terms with my master.* 

* In^the book of Religious Rates, registered in the court 
of France, in the year 1699, are the fefiQwing items; AJbso* 
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WtM the great Frederick, the eniighlened phir 
keoplkilr of Sans Sooci, heaid of the petitions, and 
ranonstraicea sent to Ihe throne Droni oux towns 
and counties, he was heard to exclaim, ' Ah, why 
dm not I their king f with a hundred thousand of 
my troops round the throne, and a seore or two of 
oMcutioners in my train, I should soon make those 
proud islanders as duH/ul as they are brave, and 
myself the first monarch in the universe »^ But it 
would have been only by and with a parliament 
that he could have raised any supplies ; and Charles 
the First, might have taught him the danger of 
attempting to reign without one.. Either his hun* 
dred thousand men would have , mutinied for want 
of pay, or, if he had attempted to support them by 
unconstitutional measures, his executioners might 
eventually be called upon to perform a tragedy, in 
. which this adventurous monarch himself nodght 
hive been under the awkward necessity of per* 
forming the principal part. 

There are a vast number of easy, pliable, good* 
natured human expletives in the world, who are just 
what that world chooses to make them ; they glitter 
without pride, and are affable without humility ; 
. they sin without enjoyment, and pray without devo- 
tion ; they are charitable, not to benefit the poor, 
but to court the rich ; profligate without passion, 
they are debaucfaeed, to please others and to punish 
themselves. — ^Thus, a youth without fire, is fol- 
lowed by an old age without experience, and they 

lution for apostacy, 80 livrcs ; for bigainy, 10,050 j ditto f<» 
homicide^ 95 *, dsq;)ettsation for a sreat irrmlanty, flQ 
Bnss; dispensatjoi^fircWivowsQf chaiiSitj,\A, 

6 
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continue tofioat down the tide of time, as cireum8fail« 
C68 orcttance may dictate, divided between Grod and 
the world, and semng both, bnf rewarded byneidief . 

In the obscurity of retirement, amid the scj^alid 
poverty and r^cdting privations of » cottage, it has 
often been my lot to witness scenes of magnanimity 
and self-denial, as much beyond the belief, as the 
practice of ihe great; a heroism borrowing no 
support, either from the gaze of the many or the 
admiration of the few, yet flourishing amidst niins^ 
and on the confines c^ the rrave ; a spectacle as 
stupendous in the moral world, as the Fa&r oi Nb* 
agara, in the natural ; and, like that mighty cata« 
ract, doomed to display Its grandeur, only Where 
there are no eyes to appreciate its magnificence^ 

Lady Mary Wortlv Montague observed, that ia 
the whole course of her long and extensive travels^ 
she had found but two sorts of people,* m^n aad 
women, TIlis simple remark was fbunded Ofx no 
small knowledge of human nature ; but, we might 
add, that even this distinction, narrow as it is, is 
now gradually disappearing; for some of our beaux, 
are imitating the women, in every thing that iis little^ 
and some of our women are imitating the men, in 
everv thing that is great. 

Mjss Edgeworth and Madame de Stael, have 
proved that there is no sex in style ; and Madame 
Jja Roche Jacijueline, and the Dutchess d'An< 

g)uleme, have proved that there is nasex in courage, 
arbarous or refined, in rags or in ruffles, at St. 
' Giles's or St. James's, covered with the skills of 
quadrupeds, or the costly entrails of an insect, we^ 
4fre in essentials the same. We pursue the 8am« 
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giood, sad fly the same evils ; we loaihe atid iBnpf 
tf&d hope and fear, from causes that differ little in 
themselves, but only in their circumstsuaces md 
modifications. HeAce, it happens, that the irony 
of Lucian, the discriminations of Theoph/aslus^ 
the strength of Juvenal, and the wit of Horace, are 
felt and relished alike by those who have inhaled 
tlie clear air of the Partheon, the skies of Italy, or 
the fogs of London ; and have been alike admired 
on the banks of the Melissus, the Tiber, or the 
Thamesi A Scotch highlander was taken prisoner 
by a tribe of Indians, his life was about ta be sacri- 
ficed, when the chief adopted him as his son. They 
caxried him into the interior ; he learned tbeir lan- 
guage, assumed their habits, and becitme dulful in 
the use of their arms. After a seasoitf, l^e same 
tribe began their route to join the French army, 
at that time opposed to the English. li was neces- 
sary to pass near to the English lines dmring the 
night. Very early in the morning, and* ft was 
spring, the old cMof roused the young highlander 
ifom his repose : ho took him to an eminence and 
pointed out to him the tents of his countr3rmen. 
The old m^n appeared to be dreadfully agitated, 
and there was a keen restlessness in his eye. 
After a pause : ^ I lost,' said he, < iny only son, in 
the battle with your nation ; are you the only son. 
of your father? and do you think that your father 
is yet alive ?* The young man replied, * I am the 
only son of my father, and hope that my father is 
yet alive V They stood close to a beautiful mag- 
nolia, in full blossom. The prospect was grand 
and enchantiog^ and all its charms were crowned 
by the sun, which had fully emerged from the ho- 
rizon. The old diief^ looking steadfaslVy «l\ \a<a 
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t ■ ■ ^ 

fBp9^<^ exclBimedf 'Let thy heart rejoice 

£^ beauty of the scene ! to me it is a desert;^ I 

pa are free ; retom to your countrymen, reyi 

irar father, that he may again rejoice vfhea '. 

■eee the sun rise, in the numiing, and the tre 

Mossom in the spring !' 

1^ False reasoners are oflen best confuted by givi 
ij them the Ml swing of their own absurdities. Soi 
^ arguments may be compared to wheels, where hs 
a turn will put every thing upside down tha;!^ 
attached to ^eir peripheries ; but if we comply 
the circle, all things will- be just where we fou 
them. Hence, it is common to say, that argumei 
that prove too much, prove nothing. I once hei 
a gentleman affirm, diat all manl^nd were gov«m 
by a strong and overruling influence, which det 
mined all their actions, and over which they h 
no control ; and the inference deducible from su 
a position was, that there was no distinction 1 
tween virtue or vice. Now, let us give this nif 
of reasoning full play. A murderer is brought 
fore a judge, and sets up this strpng and ovei 
propensity as a justification of his crime, 
the judge, even if he admitted the plea, mi 
the criminal's owi^ showing, condemn him to ^ 
He would thus address the prisoner : Youj 
strong propensity to commit a murder, 
you say, must do away the guilt of your.i 
but /have a strong j^opensity to hang ycjf 
and this, / say, must also do away the guil| 
punishment. 'i 

Men of great and shining qualities do 
succeed in life, but the fault lies more ofl 



\ 
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selves, than in others. Doctor Johnson was pro* 
Bounced to be an improducible man, by a cour- 
tier ; and Dr. Watson was termed an impracticable 
man, by a king. A ship may be well equipped, 
both as to sails and as to guns, but if she be des- 
titute of ballast, and of rudder, she can neither fight 
with effect, nor fly with adroitness ; and she must 
3tzike, to a vessel less strong, but more manage- 
able : and so it; is with men ; they may have the 
ffifls both of talent and of wit, but unless they 
nave also prudence and judgment to dictate the 
•when, the where, and the how, those gifts are to 
be exerted, the possessors of them will be doomed 
to conquer only where nothing is to be gained, but 
to be defeated where every thing is to be lost; 
they will be outdone by many men of less brilliant, 
butr more convertible qualifications, and whose 
strength in one point, is not counterbalanced by 
any disproportion in another. Disappointed men, 
who think they have talents, and who hint that 
their talents have not been properly rewarded, 
usually finish their career by writing their own his- 
tory j btit in detidling their misfortunes, they only 
let us into the secret of their mistakes ; and, in 
accusing their patrons of blindness, make it appear 
that they Ought rather to have accused them of 
sagacity ; since it would seem that they saw too 
'much, rather than too little ; namely, that second- 
rate performances were too often made the founda- 
tion of first-rate pretensions. Disappointed men, 
in attempting to make us weep at the injustice of 
one patron, or ihe ingratitude of another, only make 
us smile at their own denial of self-importance 
which they have, and at their assumption of a phi- 
losophic indifiference which they hav^ not« 
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Love may eidiit witbottt jealousy, akbough tbls 
is rare ; but jealousy may exist without love, and 
tliis is coinmon : for jealousy can feed on that which 
is bitter, no less than on tnat which is sweet, and 
is sustained by pride, as often as l^ affection. 



There are three modes of bearing the ills (ri^^e ; 
by indifference, which is the most common ; by 
philosophy, which is the most ostentatious ; and1i)y 
religion, which is the most effectual. It has been 
acutely said, ih^X^ philosophy readily triumphs over 
past or future evils, hut that present evils triumph 
over philosophy? Philosophy is a goddess, whose 
head indeed is in heaven, but whose feet are upon 
earth : she attempts mote than she accomplishes, 
and promises more than she performs; she can 
teach us to hear of the calamities of others with 
magnanimity ; but it is religion only that can teach 
us to bear our own with resignation.- 



There are some frauds so weU conducted, that it 
would be stupidity not to be deceived by them. A 
wise man, therefore, may be duped as well as a fool ; 
but the fool publishes the triumph of his deceiver ; 
the wbe man is silent, and denies that triumph to 
an enemy which he would hardly concede to a 
friend ; a triumph that proclaims his own defeat. 



^ The true motives of our actions, like the real \ 
pipes of an organ, are usually concenaled. But the 
gilded and the hollow pretext, is pompously placed 
in the front of show. 



\ 
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An met^ by which we make lEHOie fnend» and one 
enemy, is a losing game ; because revenge is a 
imiDh stronger principle than gratitude. 

^■^"■■^^ 

Our minds are. as different as our faces ; we are 
all trayelling to one destination — ^happiness ; but 
none are going by the same road, 

A king of England has an interest in preserving 
the freedom of the press, because it is Hs interest 
to know the true state of the nation, which the 
courtiers would ftiin conceal, tut of which a free 
{Hess alone can inform him. 

Bigotry mWrders religion, to frighten fools with 
her ghost. 

The wisest man may be wiser to-day, than he 
was yesterday, and to-morrow, thian he is to-day. 
Total freedom from change, would imply total free* 
dom from error; but tms is the prerogative of 
Omniscience alone. The world, however, is very 
censorious, and will hardly give aman credit for sim- 
plicity and singleness of heart, who is not only in the 
habit of changing his opinions, but also of bettering 
his. fortunes by every change. Butler, in his best 
manner, has ridiculed this tergiversation, by asking : 

* What makes all doctrines plain and clear 1 
About two himdred pounds a-year. 
And what was proved quite plam before, 
Proved fidse again I—Two nundred more/ 

When, indeed, we dismiss our old opinions and 
emfaxace new ones, at the expense of worldly profit 
and advantage, there may be some who will douli^ 
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of our discernment, but there will be none Who 
Will impeach our sincerity. He that adoptrneW^ 
opinions at the expense of every worldly comfmrt^ 
gives proof of an integrity, differing only in de- 
gree, from that of him, who clings to old ones at 
the hazard of every danger. This latter effort of 
integrity has been described by Butler, in a manner 
which .proves that sublimity and wit are not inva- 
riably disconnected : — 

' For loyalty is still the same, 
Whether it win or lose the game ; 
True as the dial to the sun,' 
Although it be not shined up<ai.* 

Therefore, when men of admitted talent, and of 
high consideration, come over to truth, it is always 
better, both for their own and future times, that 
they should come over unto her,ybr herself alone; 
that they should embraee her as a naked and uii- 
portioned virgin, an * Indotata Virgo,^* most adorned, 
when deprived of all extrinsic adornment, and most 
beautiful, when she has nothing but herself to be- 
stow- But, in the civil, no less than in the eccle- 
siastical horizon, there will ever h» some wandering 
stars, whose phases we may predict, and whose 
aspects we may calculate, because we know the 
two forces that regulate their motions ; they lire, 
the love of profit, and the love of praise ; but, as 
these two powers happen to be equal and contrary, 
the career of all bodies, under their joint influence, 
must be that of a diagonal between the two. A 
certain non-conformist having accepted of a rich 
benefice, wished to justify himself to his friend ; 
he invited him to dinner on a certain day, and a4* 

* S dowerless maiden, — PuB. 
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Idl, tlDithe wocdd then show him eigli^ satisfactory 
leasons for his tergiversatioti. His friend came, 
and on his refusing to sit down until he had pro* 
duced his eight xeasons, our host pointed to the 
dinner table, which was garnished by a wife and 
seven children. Another, on a similar occasion, 
attempted to exculpate himself by saying, * We nntH 
Uve,^ Dr. Johnson would have replied, * I see no 
absohite necessity for that,' But if we admit this 
necessity, it might be answered by another, — that 
we must €dso die. 



We hate some persotis because we. do not know 
them; and we will not know them, because we 
hate them. The friendships that succeed to such 
aversions are usually firm, for those qualities must 
be sterling, that could not only gain our hearts, 
but conquer our prejudices. But the misfortune is, 
that we carry these prejudices into things far more 
serious than our friendships. Thus, there are 
trv^, which some men despise, because they have 
not examined, and which they will not examine, 
because they defi|)ise. There is one single instance 
mi record, where this kind of prejudice Was over* 
c<aBe by a miracle ;— but the age of miracles is 
past, while that of prejudice remains. 

The awkwardness and embanassment which all 
feel on beginning to write, when they themselves 
are the theme, ought to serve as a hint to authors, 
that self is a subject they ought very rarely to 
descant ypon. It is extremely easy to be as ego* 
tisticid as Montaigne, and as conceited as Rous* 
seau ; but it is extremely difficult to be as enter- 
taimng as^ie one, or as eloquent aaihe o\)ckfiit» 
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M^n whose reputation stands desenredfy Ugt 
writers, have often miserably failed as speakers: 
their pens seem to have been enriched at the ex^ 
pense of their tongues. Addison and Gibbon a^ 
tempted oratory in the senate, only to failr * The 
good speakers^ says Gibbon, ^filled me with despairs 
the bad onesimth apprehension/ And in more mo- 
dem times, the powerful dej^cter of Harold, aiid 
the elegit biographer of Leo, hare both failed in 
oratory; the capital of the former is so gresat in 
many things, that he can afford to fail in one. But 
to return, many reasons might be offered to recon- 
cile that contradiction which my. subject seems to 
involve. In the fkst place, those talents t^t coa^ 
stitute a fine writer, are more distinct from those 
that constitute an orator, than might be at first 
supposed : I admit- that they may be^ sometimes/ 
accidentally^ but never necessarily combmed.— ^ 
That the qualifications for writing and those for 
, eloquence, are in many points distinct, would ap*f 
pear from the converse of the proposition, for ihn^ 
have been many fine speakers, who. have proved 
themselves bad writers. There is good ground for 
believing that Mr. Pitt would not have shone as an 
author ; and the attempt of Mr. Fox in that arena, 
has added nothing to his celebrity. Abstraction 
of thought, seclusion from popular tumult, occa- 
sional, retirement to the study, a difiden€e in our 
own opinions, a deference to those of other men, a 
sensibility that feels every thing, a humility that 
arrogates nothing, are necessary quali^cations for 
a writer ; bnt their very opposites wcndd perhaps 
be preferred by an orator. He that has speatmuch 
of his time in- a study, wiU seldom be collected 
^nou^h to think in axrowd, or confide&t enoii^h fca 
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telk in one. We may also add, dist mistakes of 
the pen in the study, majr be copnnitted without 
publicity, and rectified withont humiliation. But 
inistakes of the tongue,- committed in the senate, 
never escape with impunity. * Fugit ifrevocabile 
verbum.^* Eloquence, to produce her full efiecf, 
should start from the head of the orator,* as Pallaa 
from the brain of Jove, completely armed and 
- equipped. Diffidence, therefore, which is so able 
n mentor to the writer, would prove a dangerous 
Counsellor for the orator. As writers, the most 
timid may boggle twenty times in a day with their 
pen, and it is their own fault if it be known even to 
their valet ; but, as orators, if they chance to boggle 
once with their tongue, the detection is as public 
as the delinquency ; the punishment is irrejnis* 
sible, and immediately follows the offence. It is 
the knowledge and the fear of this, that destroys 
tkeir eloqu^ce as orators, who hare sensibility 
and taste for writing, but neither collectedness nor 
confidence for speaking ; for fear not only magni* 
ifies difficulties, but diminishes our ppwer to over- 
come them, and thus doubly debilitates her victims. 
But another cause of their deficiency as orators^ 
who have shone as writers, is this, * mole ruutit 
sua ;' they know they have a character to support 
by their tongue, which they have previously gained 
by their pen. They rise, determined to attempt 
more than other men^ and for that very reason they 
effect less, and doubly disappoint their heaters. 
They miss of that which is clear, obvious, and ap- 
propriate, in a laboured search after that whioh is 
far-fetched, recondite, and refined; like him that 

4 ~ • T%e w^d uUered isirrevocdbU.^Vxih, 
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wduldliiin give ub better bread than can W nnlAr 

of .wheat. Afibctation is the cause of this eri^, 

-" disgust its consequence, and disgrace its pim&ii^ 

^•'«kent/ ■■■ ; • ^- -^ ■ • ''^ " -'• '''■^' 

Sensibility would be a good portress, if she had 
but one -hand ; with her right she opens the doQr 
to pleasure, but with her left to pm. ./ 

It would be most lamentable if the good things 

of. this world were rendered either more. valuai^ 

^r more lasting; f<wr, despicable as they alr^a^ 

re, too many are found eager to purchase tiusi^ 

^en at the price of their^ souls !* 

■,■■■■-. • , • ■ ► ' 
$Iope is a prodigal young heir, ^nd Experienpe 

is his l)anker ; but his drafts arc seldom honoured, 

since there is often a heavy balance against him, 

because he draws largely dn a small capital,. ii^.90t 

yet in possession, and if he were, would die, ; 

We .might perhaps with truth afhrm, that aH 
Aatioas do, at all times, enjoy exactly as muea 
liberty as they deserve, and no more, .But it )s 

♦ That the wicked prosper in the world, that they etwdje 
i^ono misfortune 1 ike other folks, neither are they pl«gue«l 
like other men, is a doctrine that divines should not broach 
too frequently in the present dayi For there are some so 
coiiM[>letely absorbed in present things, that they would sabr 
scribe to that blind and blasphemous wish of the marshal 
and dukei of Biron, who, on hearing an ecclesiastic observe, . f 
that those whom God had forsaken and deserted as incOF*i 
rig3de,were permitted their full swing of worldly jOeaiurea 
the gratification of alV their passions, and a long life oj 
JCMuality, affluence, and indulgence, immediately repU< ' 
That h^ ahould'be most happy to be so forsaken.' 



^cundeast ^b 6bBervittioa applies OBly to tbo^ 
iiaiienB diat ar6 stfcmg enougH to maintain th^ 
iadepctiideiftce ; because s^ country may be oir^ 
trbelmed jff a^Kf^erftil neighbour, as Greece by 
Turkey/ Italy^ by France ; or a state may be madjB 
tbe victim of a cfCta^ination of other states, in 
Poland, ox Saxony, or Genoa; and it is not meant 
1o affirm that all of these enjoy as much liberty as 
^hey dcserre ; for natiotis^ as well as individuals^ 
are not exempted from sotne evils, for the causes oi 
wMch they cannot justly accuse themselves^ • But 
if we tet^um to our first position, we might perhaps 
with mith aifirm, that France, in Che commence*- 
jaetd oi her revolution, was too mad^ that during 
the reign of terror she was too cowardly, -and 
under the despotism of Napoleon, too ambitipuflf/ 
to be worthy of so gteat a blessing as hbeity^ Sh6 
is now grstdually becoming more rational, and, in 
the same proportion, more free. Of some of th^ 
6t^F nations of Europe, we i^ght observe, that 
Portugal and Spain afe too ignorant and bigoted 
fer freedom^ ^populus vult d^ipiC* that Russia is 
loo barbarous y and Turkey, in all pointSi too 4e^ 
based, aind too brutalized^ to deserve to be free ; 
lor as the physieally blind can have no light, so the 
iot^eclui^y blind can have no liberty; Gertianyi 
in»lmnch as she seettis to merit freedom^ Ihe most, 
will {ffofoably £rst attain it ; ~btit not 6y asiassina*' 
turn; for powcfr uses the dungi^on, when d^spak* 
ase* ^e dagger. In England, We ^n|oy quite as 
tiatth tifeerty as we are worthy or capable of, if w^ 
eonB^ier^e strodg and deep' i^amMca^ons of that 
ton^Bi^km. that pervades us. It is a corruptbn ^1 
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Testricied to the representative, but commetiticg 
with the constituent J and if the people are sold by 
others, it is because they have first sold themselves. 
If mercy is doubly blessed, eorruption is doubly 
cursed ; cursed be it then, both" * in Mm that gives, 
and in him that takes ^ for no man falls without a 
stumbling-block, nor 3delds without a tempter. In 
confirmation of what has been advanced above, we 
might also add, that all national benefits, of which 
liberty is the greatest, form as complete and vii^ible 
a part of God's moral administration already begun, 
as those blessings that are particular and individu-^ 
al; we might even say, that the former, are more 
promptly and punctually bestowed than the latter; 
because nations, in their national capacity, can exist 
only on earth; and, therefore, it is on earth alone, 
that as nations, they can be punished or rewarded; 
but individuals will exist in another state, and in 
that they wilt meet a full and final retributioiL It is 
a moral obligation, therefore, on nations, to defend 
their freedom, and by defending, to deserve it 
Noble mindis, when struggling . for their liberties, 
often save themselves by their firmness, and always 
inspire others by their example. Therefore, the 
reign of terrin: to which France subndtted, has. been 
more justly termed * the reign of cowardice.^ One 
knows not which most to execrate ^ the nation that 
could submit to sufier such atrocities, or that low 
and bloodthirsty demagogue that could inflict them. 
France, in succumbing to such a wretch as Robes- 

{)ierre, exhibited not her patience, but her pusil- 
^nimity. I have read of a king of Spain, whq 
having inadvertently expressed some compassion 
for one of the victims at an auto defe, was con* 
demned to lose one quart of his blood, which the 
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inquisiUMr-general insiisted should be publicly burnt 
hy the hands of the common hangman, in the great 
square of Madrid. Here again, we know not 
which most to despise, the monarch that could sub- 
mit to such a sentence, or the proud priest that 
could pronounce it ; and the nM)st galling of all fet- 
ters, those riveted by superstition, well befitted that 
people, that could tamely behold such, an insult 
offered to their king. This then iseems to be the 
iq)shot of what has been advanced, that lihrty is 
the highest hlessihg that a nation can enjoy ; thctt 
it must he first deserved before it can he enjoy ed, and 
that it is the truest interest of the prince, no less 
than of the people, to employ ail just and honest 
means, that it may be both deserved and enjoyed. 
But as civil liberty is the greatest blessing, so civil 
discord is the greatest curse, that can befall a 
nation; and a people should be as cautions of 
straining their privilege, as a prince his prerogative ; 
for the true friend .of both, knows tkat either, if 
they 8\d>mit to encroachments to-day, are only pre- 
paring for themselves greater evils for to-morrow- 
humiliation or resistance. But as corruption can- 
not thrive where none will submit to be corrupted, 
so also oppression cannot prosper, where none will 
submit to be enslaved. Rome had ceased to be 
tfinanted by Romans, or 'Nero would not have dared 
to amuse himself with his fidd\e, nor Caligula with 
his horse. . 



There are many books, written by many men, 
from which two truths only are discoverable by 
the readers ; namely, that the writers thereof 
wanted two things— principle and preferment. 
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lick, who waij vont ta amuse himself, fl^mng itis 
fits of the. gout, by painting likenesses of his ,gi:e»r 
adiers , if the picture did not happen^ to resembl^ 
the grenadier, he settled the matter by laiptiny 
the grenadier to the picture. Tp change t ne illus- 
tration, we might say, that theories may be admirec} 
for the ingenuity xhkt has been displayed in huihif 
tiig them ; but they are better for a lodging thaft 
a habitation, because the scaffolding is often stronger 
than the houses and the prospects continually liable 
to be built out by osome opposite speculator ; iieL- 
ikex are these structures very safe in stormr 
weather, and are in need of constant repair, wluc^i 
can never be accomplished without much trouble, 
and always at a great expense of truth. Qf i^ciodem 
theorists. Gall and Spurzheim are too ridiculous 
>ven to be laughed at; we admire Locke an(j 
Hartley, for the profundity and ingenuity of -their 
fllustrations j and Lavater for his ^ausibility ; but 
none of them for tbejr solidity. Loc^e, however, 
was an exception to this paradox so generally to 
he observed in theorists, ^yho, like Lt)rd Moiibpddo, 
are the most credulous of men with respect to 
what confirms theory, but perfect infidels as to any 
lacts that oppose it. Mr. Locke, I believe, ha4 no 
opinions which he would not most readily exchange 
for truth. A traveller showed Lavater two par- 
traits ; the ctoe of a highwayman who had beeti 
broken upon a wheel, the other was the portrait osir 
Kant the phUosophsF ; he was desired to distin? 

r'sh between them; Ifavater took up the portrak 
the Ughmayman^ after attentively considering it 
•for some time, * Herje,' says he, * we h«ve the U?U0 
'j^osopher, here is penetraUon in the eye, «id 
^telbctidn iniihe forehead ; here is cause^ and there 
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■jM #ffefst ^: heftf^U {!0m1biikatio&, there is fotinetioii ; 

f^t^tjtc lipte ! and an an^ytio nose !' Then turning 

.|o the ppitrait of the phiUosopher, he exclaims, * The 

c^m thinking villain is so well expressed, and so 

-lilif^pgly marked in this countenance, that it needs 

iu> comment.' This anecdote Kant used to tell 

with great glee. *Dr. Darwin informs us, that the 

reason why the bosom of a beautiful woman is an 

object of $uch peculiar delight, arises from hence ; 

&at all our first pleasurable sensations of warmth, 

sustenaapi^e, and repose, are derived from this inte* 

^^tk)ig source. This theory had a fair run, until 

^sorne one happened to reply, that all who were 

brought up by hand, had derived their first pleasu" 

pable Sensations from a very different source, and yet 

ti^ not-one of all those had ever been .known to 

evince any very rapturous or amatory emotions at 

^ sigh^ of a wooden spoon f! 

I i 

liifs better to be laughed at, than ruined ; better 
to have a wife, who, like Martial's Mamurra, 
.isl^apens every thing, and buys nothing, than to be 
.einpoverished by one whose vanity will purchase 
-pyexy thing, but whose pride will dheapen nothing. 

He that can charm a whole company by singing, 
and at the ago of thirty, has no cause to regret so 
dangerous a gift, is a very extraordinary, and I may 
.41449 9L YC^^ ^oitunate man. 

T^Qse charaqters, who, like Ventidius, spring 
from the very dregs of society, and going througn 
erery gradation of life, continue like him, to rise 
^||Jl eM^y chitnge, and who never quit a single stei;i 
riii 't|ie le4der;,.ei^jaept it be to g^ a\a^^T o\v^^ 
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would^rish yoa to beMeve you. have surprised lier| 
after spending three hours at her toilet. 

That country where the clergy have the most 
influence, and use it with the most moderation, is 
England. - 

. " '»■ . ■ 

The most ridiculous of all animals is a proud 
priest ; he cannot use his own tools, without cut- 
ting his own fingers. 

He that will have no books but those that are 
scs^ce, evinces about as correct a taste in literal 
ture, as he would do in friendship, who would have 
no friends, but those whom all the rest of the 
world have sent to Coventry. 

To excel others is a proof of talent; but te 
know wTum to conceal that superiority, is a greater 
proof of prudence. -The celebrated orator Domi- 
tius Afer, when attacked in a set speech by 
Caligula, made no reply, affecting to be entirely 
overcome by the resistless eloquence of tjie tyrant. 
Had he replied, he would certainly have conquer- 
ed, and as certainly have died ; but he wisely pre- 
ferred a defeat that saved his life, to a victory that 
would have cost it. 



It. proceeds rather from revenge than malice, 
when we hear a man affirm that all the world are 
knaves. For before a man draws this conclusion 
of the world, the world has usually anticipated him, 
and concluded all this of him who makes the 
observ ation. Such ^i^en may be compared to 
throwers the prophet^ wnK>i on being asked how he 



\ 






^'■. 
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G$me to be clapped up into Bedlam^ rep^Msd, I 
and the world happened^to haye a, slight difference 
of opinion ; Che world said I was mad, and I said 
the world was mad ; I was outvoted, and here I am 



Villains are usuajHy the worst casuists, and rush 
into greater crimes to av^oid less. Henry the eighth 
conmiitted murder to avoid the imputation of adul- 
tery ; and in our times, those who ccmimit the latter 
crime attempt to wash off the stain of seducing the 
wife, by signifying their readiness to skoot the 
husband I 



Very great personages are not likely to form 
very just estimates, either of others or of them- 
selves ; their knowledge of themselyes, isx>bscured 
by the flattery of others ; their knowledge of others, 
is equally clouded by circumstances peculiar to 
themselves. For in the presence of the great, the 
modest are sure to suffer from too much difi^dence, 
and the confident from too much display. Sir 
Robert WaJpole has affirmed, that the greatest dif- 
ficulty he experienced in finding out others, was 
the necessity which his high situation imposed 
upon him, of concealing himself. Great men, 
however, are in one respect to be blamed, and in 
another, to be pitied. They are to be blamed for 
bestowing their rewards on the servile, while they 
give the independent only their praise. They are 
to be pitied, inasmuch as they can only view things 
through the moral obfuscation of flattery, which, 
like me telescope, can diminish at one end and 
magnify at the other. And hence it happens, tKat 
ihis vice^ though it may be rewarded for a time, 
usually meets with its punishment in the ew^i. Yq\ 
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the sye^^^hant begit^ by treating Ms pstrdn st 
something more than a man, and- the patron rery 
naturally ^niafhes, by treating the syeophatnj i« 
something less. * 

I think it is Watburtoh, who draws^ a veiry just 
distinction between a man of true greatness, and a 
mediocrist. 'If,' says he, ^ you want to recom- 
mend yourself to the former, take care, that he 
quits your society with a good opinion oi you ; if 
3^ur object is to please the latter, take earediat he 
leaves you with a good opinion of himself.* 

The most notorious swindler has not assumed 
so many names as self-love, nor is so much ashamed 
of his *own. She calls herself pafriotismf when at 
the same time she is rejoicing at just as much 
calamity to her native country, as will introduce 
herself into power, and expel her rivals/ Dodding*- 
ton who may be termed one of her darling sons^, 
confesses in his Diary, that the source of afropPB- 
sition is resentment, or interest, a resoliitfon to pull 
down those who have offended us, without consid^ 
ering consequences ; a steady and unvarying at- 
tention to propose every thing that is specious, bui 
impracticable ; to deprecate every thing that is- 
blameless ^ to exaggerate every thing thsx i» 
blameable, until the people desire, and the crown- 
consents, to dismiss those that are in ofSce, and to 
admit those that are out. There are some patriots' 
of the present day, who would find it as difficult to 
imitate Sheridan in his principles, as they wotdd iii 
his wit ; and his noble conduct during the mutiny 
at the Nore, will cover a multitude of sins. There 
aare momentSf when 9^ minor considerations oughf 
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to yMd to Ihe inline safety, < Cavehdfim ^t ne quid 
iummi c^ut Re^ublica** And the opposition oC 
tliie, or aoy country, aught: take a useful hint fVoai 
H^hiii was observed ia the Roman senate. While 
% question was under debate, every one was at 
lireedilm to advance his objections, but the questiom 
^in|f onoe determined on, it became the acknow- 
iedged duty of e?ery member to support the majo* 
lity ; Qj^od plttribus placuisset cunctis tuendum.^\ 

Pleasure is to women, what the sun is to the 
flower : if moderately enjoyed, it beautifies, it 
refreshes, and it improves ; if immoderately, it 
iffkherS) deteriorates, and destroys. But the duties 
Cif domestic life, exercised as they must be in re- 
tirement, and calling forth all the sensibilities of 
the female, are perhaps as necessary to the full 
development of her charms, as the shade and the 
shower are to the rose, confirming its beauty, and 
inereaslng its fragrance. 

If dissimulation is ever to be pardoned, it is thai 
which men have recourse to, in order to obtain 
situations which may enlarge their sphere of genor 
ral usefulness, and aflbrd the power of benefiting 
thek country, to those who must have been other- 
wise contented only with the will. — Liberty was 
more effectually befriended by the dissimulatioa of 
and Brutus, than by the dagger of the other. But 
such precedents are to be adopted but rarely, and 
liiore rarely to be advised. For a Cromwell is a 
much more common character than a Brutus ; and 

I * . - - • 

♦ Toke core ifutltlve Republic receive na <fe*Ti'm«nJl.-^^TS%. 
1 3^ *wM <//te 7»ajm^ 5*<mld 6€f respccUd^ a\V~^^s^ 

8 
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mttny men who have gained po-^er by an hypoe^Aay 
as gross as that of Pope Sixtux, have not used it 
half so weU. This pope, when cardinal, couitter- 
feited sickness, and all the infirmities of age, so 
well, as to dupe the whole conclave. His name 
was Montalto; and on a division for the vacant 
apostolic chair, he was elected as a stop-gap by 
both parties, under the idea that he could not pos-^ 
sibly live out the year. The moment he was 
chosen, he threw away his crutches, and began to 
sing Te Deum with a much stronger voice than his 
electors had bargained for ; and instead of walking 
with a tottering step, and a gait almost bending to 
the earth, he began to walk, not only firm, but per* 
fectly upright. On some one remarking to him on 
this sudden change, be observed, while I Was look- 
ing for the keys of St. Peter, it was necessary to 
stoop, but having found them, the case is altered. 
It is but justice to add, that he made a most exeel<p> 
lent use of his authority and power ; and although 
some may have obtained the papal chair by Ims 
objectionable means, none have filled it with more 
credit to themselves, and satisfaction to others. 

It has been said, that to excel them in wit, is a 
thing the men find it the most difiicult to pardon in 
women. This feeling, if it produce only emula- 
tion, is right, if envy, it is wrong. For a high de- 
gree of intellectual refinement in the female, is the 
surest pledge society can have for the improve 
ment of the male. But wit in women is a jewel, 
which, unlike all others, borrows lustre from its 
setting, rather than bestoyrs it ; since nothing is ^ 
easy as to fancy a 'V'ery beautiful woman extremely 
v7/^. Even Madame de Stael admits that sh^ 
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discorered, as she grew old, the men could not find 
out that wit in her at fifty, which she possessed at 
twenty-five; and yet the external attractions of 
^s lady, were by no means equal to ^ose of her 
miiid. 



That politeness which we put on, in order to 
keep the assuming and the presumptuous^ at a pro- 
per distance, will generally succeed. But it some-, 
times happens, that these obtrusive characters are 
on such excellent terms with themselves, that they 
put down this very politeness to the scdre of iheir 
-own great merits and high pretensions, meeting 
the c<^dnes3 of our reserve, with a ridiculous con- 
descension of familiarity, in order to set us at ease 
with ourselves. To a. bystander, few things are 
more amusing, than the cross play, underplot, and 
6nal eclajrcissements, which this mistake invariably 
occasions. 



• England, with a criminal code the most bloody, 
and a civil code the most expensive in Europe, 
can, notwithstanding, boast of more happiness and 
freedom than any other country under heaven. 
The reason is, that despotism, and all its minor 
mmifications of discretionary power, lodged in the 
hands of individuals, is utterly unknown. The laws 
are supreme. 



The Christian does not pray to be delivered from 
glory, but from 'oain-gloty. He also is ambitious 
of glory, and a candidate for honour ; but 'glory, in 
whose estimation? honour, in whose judgment? 
Not of those, whose censures can take nothing 
jfrom his innocence ^ whose approbatiotv c^U V^^ 
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nothing from his guilt ; whose opinions arc as ficklo . 
as their actions, and their Hves as transitory as 
their praise ; who cannot search his heart, seeing 
that they are ignorant of their Own. The Christian 
then seeks ^tf glory in the estimation, and his 
honour in the judgment of Him alone, who, 

* From the bright .Empyrean where he sits, 
High throned above all height, casts down his eye. 
• His own works, and man's works, at once to view. 

The great Remora to any improvement in out 
civil code, is the reduction that such -reform must 
produce in the revenue. The law's delay, bills Of 
revival, rejoinder, and* renewal, empty the stamp 
office of stamps, the pockets of plaintiff and de- 
fendant of their money, -but unfortunately they fill 
the exchequer. Some one has said, that injustice, 
if it be speedy, would, in certain cases, be more 
desirable than justice, if it be slow ; and although 
we hear much -of tha glorious uncertainty of the 
law, yet all who have tried it will find, to their colbt, 
that it can boast of two certainties, expense and 
delay. When I see what i^ong temptations there 
are that government should sympathize with the 
judge, the judge with the counsellor, and the coun- 
sellor with th6 attorney, in throwing every possible 
embarrassment in the. way of legal despatch and 
decision, and when I weigh the humble, but com- 
parative insignificant interests of the mere plaintiff 
or defendant, against this combined array of talent, 
of influence, and power, I am no longer astonished 
at the prolongation of suits, and I wonder only at 
their termination.* 

* Mr. Jeremy Bentham considers litigatioA a |^at evil^ 
ttod deems it the height of cruelty, to load a lawsuit, whicA 
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It luts been asked, which are the greatest minds, 
and to which do we owe the greatest reverence : 
to those, who, by the powerful deductions of rea- 
son, and the well known- suggestions of analogy, 
have made profound discoveries in the science, as 
it were * a prion ?^ or to those, who, by the patient 
road of experiment, and the subsequent improve- 
ment of instruments, have brought these discoveries 
to perfection, as it were ^ a posteriori ;^ who have 
rendered that certain, which before was only con- 
jectural, practical, which was problematical, safe, 
which was dangerous, and subservient, which was 
unmanageable ? It would seem that the first class, 
demand our admiration, and the second, our grati- 
tude. Seneca predicted another hemisphere, but 
Columbus presented us with it. He that standing 
on the shore, foretetis with truth, many of the un- 
discovered treasures of the ocean, of science, even 

is one evil, with taxation, which is another. It would be 
ciuite ioLs fair, he thinks, to tax a man for beinp^ ill, by enact- 
ing that no jphysician should write a prescription without ^ 




any 

man, as the London Tavern j' to which Mr. SHeridan re- 
plied, * he that entered either without money, would meet 
with a very Scurvy reception.* Some will say that the heavy 
expenses of law prevent the frequency of lawsuits, but the 
practice does not confirm the theory. Others will say that 
they originate from men of obstinate and quarrelsome dis- 
positions, and that such ought to suffer for their folly. There 
would be something in this, provided, it were not necessary 
for a wise man to take a shield, when a fool has taken a 
sword. Lawsuits, indeed, do generally originate with the 
obstinate and the ignorant, but they do not end with them ; 
ond that lawyer was right, who left ail his money to the 
irapport of an asylum for fools and lunatics, sayina tt<snv 
jS9cn he repeived it, and to such he wo\:^d \>eqvxe»Mi SX, 

8* 
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before die Teasel ihat ia to oavigate it, can be ftdly 
equipped for tlie rojnge, gives us a coflvincJog. 
jaoof of exalted wisdom and of i»ofound penetn- 
tioii. fiat lie that builds the vessel of experi- 
ment, and actuaily navigates the wide ocean of 
science, who, netthei intimidated by the risk of 
ftdnre, nor the ezpensB of the outfit, realizes sA 
fliM the other had only imagtaed, ajid retumiojj; 
laden with the stores of knowledge, commwiicates 
libenUy,tfaat which he has won so laudably, surely, 
die attainments of such a man are as fully entitled 
*> OUT gratitude, as the anticipations of' die other 
10 onr admiration. Sir Isaac Newton piedicied, 
that both wateT and the diamond would be found M 
have an inthumnaMe base, if ever they could be 
analyzed, a thing at that time imeffected. He was 
led to this conclusion, by obsening that all bodies 
possessed of high refractive powers, had an influn- 
inable base, and water and the diamond have those 
powers in a high degree. Subsequent e]n>erimea- 
talisls have succeeded in analyzing both these syb- 
■tances pute caiboa IB the base of the diamond. 
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Mj^cA)!!. KftBt ^o, in mod^ni times, f>r)Erdi<it«d 
by tnalogy those planets beyond Saturn, wluch 
HerscheU and others liave now discovered by eb^ 
9«rvation. Kant had observed, that nature has no 
chasm in the links of her operations ; that she acts 
iiot fer saltum* but pedetentim et gradatim,f and 
diat the planetary world could not be made to 
Itppioximate to, and as it were^ shake hands with 
ihe cometary, unless there were some planets supe- 
rior to Saturn, having their orbits still more eccen- 
tric, and filling that abyss of unoccupied space, 
which would otherwise exist between the most 
eccentric of the planets, and the least eccentric of 
the comets. This was affirmed by Kant, before 
Herschell's forty feet reflector was brought to prove 
by observation, what he had anticipated by anal- 
ogy. But it is a mortifying truth, and ought to 
teach the wisest of us humility, that many of the 
most valuiUbie discoveries have been the result of 
chance, rather than of contemplation, and of acci- 
dent rather than of design. " 



Hypocrisy is a cruel stepmother, an * injusta 
naverca^X ^^ ^^^ Bonest, whom she cheats of their 
birthright, in order to confer it on knaves, to 
whom she is indeed a mother. * Verily thef have 
their reward,^ Let them enjoy it, but not accuse 
the upright, of an ignorance of the world, which 
might be more fairly retorted on the accuser. He 
that knows a littU of the world, will admire it 

♦ At aJeO'P' — PcB. 

t Step by sUPf and by degreesj-^V^SK 
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enough to. fjall down and worship it ; but he thai 
knows it most, will most despise it. ' Tinnit^ inane 
est J* 



Repartee is perfect, when it effects its purpose 
with a double edge. Repartee is the highest or- 
der of wit, as it bespeaks the coolest, yet quickest 
exercise of genius^ at a moment when the passions 
are roused. Voltairfe, on hearing the name of 
Haller mentioned to him by att English traveller at 
Ferncy, burst forth into a violent panegyric upon 
him ; his visiter told him that such praise was most 
disinterested, for that Haller by no means spoke so 
highly of him. * Well, well, nHmporte^ replied 
Voltaire, * perhaps we are both mistaken.' 



Pain may 1)0 said to follow 4)lea8ure as its shar 
dow ; but the misfortune is, diat iii this particular 
case, the substance belongs to the shadow^ the eoipi* 
tiness to its cause.* 



By privileges, immunities, or prerogatives to 
give unlimited swing to the passions of individu- 
als, and then to hope that they will restrain them, 
is about as reasonable, as to expect that the tiger 
will spare the hart, to browse upon the herbage. 

A man who knows the world, will not only make 
the most of every thing he does know, but of many 
things he does not know, and will gain more credit 
by his adroit mode of hiding his ignorance thaa 
the pedant by his awkward attempt to exhibit hki 

* It ringSf for U is empty. — Fob. 
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druditioh. In Scotland, the ^jus et norma Idqwendi^* 
has made it the fashion to pronounce the law t^rra 
• CUT tar, cur tor. Lord Mansfield gravely corrected 
a certain Scotch barrister when in court, repre^ 
heading wh^t appeared to English us^ge a ^kise 
quantity^ by repeating, ' cur tor, sif , if you please.' 
The banister immediately rephed, *I e^n happy to be 
eoirected by so great an or tor as your lordship!' 

Ambition makes the same mistake concerning 
power, that ayarice makes concerning wealth : she 
begins by accumulating power, as a means to hap- 
piness-, and she finishes by continuing to accumu- 
late it as an end. Ambition is in .fact, the avarice 
of power, and happiness herself is soon sacrificed 
to that very lust of dominion, which wad fij^t encou- 
raged only as the best mode of obtainuig it. Hyder, 
Hke Richard the Third, was observed by one of his 
mdst familiar companions, Gholaum Ali, to start 
^equently in his sleep; he once took the liberty to 
ask this despot ' of what he had been dreamhig V 
* My friend,* replied ,Hyder, * the state of a beggar 
is more delightful than my envied monarchy ; awake, 
theysee noconspirators^; asleep, they dream of no 
assassins.' But. ambition will indulge no other 
passions as her favourites; still less will she bear 
%ith them as rivals ; but as her vassals, she can 
employ them, ot dismiss them at h^r will ; she is 
cold,l]n9cause with her all is calculation; she is sys- 
tematic, because she makes every thing centre in 
herself; and she regards policy too much, to have 
the slightest respect to persons. Cruelty or com- 
passion, hatred or love, revenge or forbearance, a^e^ 

■s. . ' 

♦ TKeruU and law of elocution.—'?^ 
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to her Votaries, instrumeBts rather than influences, 
and xpeans rather than motivest These passions 
form indeedthe disturbing forces of weaker minds, 
not unfrequently opposing their march and impe- 
ding their progress ; but ambition overrules these 
passions, and drawing them into the resistless 
sphere of her oym attraction, she converts them 
into satellites, subservient to her- career and aug- 
mentative of her splendour.* Yet ambition has not 
so wide a horizon as some have supposed : It is^ a 
horizon that embraces probabilities always, but 
impossibilities tiever. 

Cromwell followed little events before he ven- 
tured to govern great ones ; and Napoleon never 
sighed for the sceptre, until he had gained the trun- 
cheon; nor dreamt of the imperial diadem, until 
he had- first conquered a crown. None of those^ 
who gaze at the height of a successful usurper, are 
more astonished at his sudden elevation, than he 
himself who has attained it; but even he was led 
to it by degrees, since no man aspires to that which 
is entirely beyond his reach. Caligula was the 
only tyrant who was ever suspected of longing for 
the moon ; a proof of his madness, not of his ambi- 
tion ; and if littlie children are observed to cry for 
the moon, it is because they fancy they can touch 
it ; it is beyond their desire, the moment they have 
discovered that it i» beyond their reach. 

God will excuse our prayers ifor ourselves, when- 
■ ever we are prevented from them by being occu- 
pied by such good works as will entitle us to the 
prayers of others. 

* Sylla was an exception to this rule j ambition in him 
was subordinate to reveuQc. 
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Pride oftea , miscalculates, and more oft^ mis- 
conceives. The proud man places himself at a 
distance from other men ; seen through that dis- 
tanccy others perhaps appear little to him ; but he 
forgets that tMs very distance, causes him t0 appear 
eiqually little to others. 

The truly, greats consider firsts how they may 
gain the approbation! of God ; and secondly, that 
of their own conscience ; haying done this*, they 
would then willingly conciliate_the good opinion of 
their fellow-men. But th« truly little, reverse the 
thing ; the primary object with them is to secure 
the applause of their fellow -men, *and having ef- 
fected this, the approbation of God and their own 
conscience may follow on as they can. 

There are some benefits which may be so con- 
ferred as to become the very refinement of revenge ; 
and there are some evils, which we had rather bear 
in sullen silence than be relieved from at the 
expense of our pride. In the reign of Abdallah 
the Third, there was a great drought at Bagdad; 
the Mohamjnedan doctors issued a decree that the 
prayers of the faithful should be offered up for rain ; 
the drought continued ; the Jews were then per- 
mitted to add their prayers to tho^e of the true 
believers ; the supplications of hoth were ineffec- 
tual ; as famine stared them in the face, those dogs, 
the Christians, were at length enjoined also to pray ; 
it so happened that torrents of rain immediately 
fcdlowed. The whole conclave, with the Mufti at 
their bead, were now as indignant at the cessation 
of the drought, as they were before alarmed at its 
continuance. Some explanation was i\ftce^%«rj vo 
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th^ popple, and a holy convocation ^as held ; the 
members of it ca,ine to this ucanimous determina«> 
tion : That the God of their Prophet was highly 
gratified W ^^® prayers of the faithful ; that they 
yrpte as incense and as sweet smelling savour 
unto him, and that he refused their requests that ho 
might prolong the pleasure of listening to their sup- 
plications ; but that the prayers of those Christian 
mfidels were an abomination to the Deity, and that 
he granted their petitions, the sooner to get rid of 
their loathsome importunities! 



Commenting lore makes a mighty parade, and 
builds a lofty pile of erudition, raised up like the 
P3rramids, only to embalm some mouldering mum- 
my of antiquity, utterly unworthy of so laborious 
and costly a mode of preservation. With very few 
exceptions, commentators would have been much 
better employed in cultivs^ting some sense for theqii- 
selves, than in attempting to explain the nonsense 
of others. How can they hope to make us under- 
stand a Plato, or an Aristotle, in cases wherein it 
is quite evident that neither of these philosophers 
understood themselves ? The head of a certain 
college at Oxford, was asked by a stiranger, what 
was 9ie motto of the arms of that university 1 He 
told him that it was ' Dominus illuminatio mea?* 
But he also candidly informed the stranger, that in 
his private opinion, a motto more appropriate might 
be found in these words.-r-^ Aristoteles meet tene^ 
irae.'t 



* 7%e Lord my light, — Pxjb. 
t AristoUe my darknessi^^xsti 
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*thei\ are t:«ro things tliat speak as irith a voice 
00^ beaven, that He whafiUathe eternal throne, 
must be on the side of virtue, and what he be«* 
firiends must finally prosper and prevail. The first 
-j|s, that the bad are never completely hap^y and at 
^ase, although possessed of every thing that this 
-world can bestow ; and ihat the good are never 
cpijppletdy miserable, although deprived Of every 
thing that this world can take away. For there is 
one refiection which will obtrude itself, which the 
be$t would not, and which the worst cannot dis? 
miss ; that the time is fast approaching to both of 
them, when, if they have gained the favour of God, 
it matters little what else they have lost, but- if 
they have lost his favour, it matters little what else 
they have gained. The second argument in sup- 
• pprt of the ultimate superiority of virtue is this :' 
We are sq framed and constituted, that the most 
vicious cannot but: pay a secret, though unwilling 
homage to virtue, inasmuch, as the worst men 
qannot bring themselves thoroughly to esteem a 
bad man, although he may be their dearest friend, 
&or can they thoroughly despise a good man, 
i^though he may be their bitterest enemy. From 
this inward esteem for virtue, which the noblest 
cherish, and which the basest cannot expel, it fol- 
Ipws that virtue is the only bpnd of union, on which 
we can thoroughly depend,— Even differences of 
opinipii on minor points, cannot shake Uiose com-> 
binations which have virtue for their foundation, 
B^ad truth for their end. Such friendships, like 
those of Luther and Melancthon, should they cease 
to be friendships of agreement, will continue to be 
ijri^ndships of aUianice ; approaching each otV«i 
hy anfolav lines* wh<en they no longei 'pcoc^^ X^ 

9 
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gether b)rparall6l, and meeting at last in one Com- 
mon centre, the good of the cause in which they 
are embarked. 



Murmur at nothing; if our ills are reparable, H 
is ungrateful ; if remediless it is vain. A Christiail 
builds his for^tude on a better foundation thua 
Stoicism ; he is pleased with every thing that 
happens, becauso he knows it could not happen 
unless it had first pleased God, and that whicji 
pleases him must be the best. He is assured that 
no new thing can befall him, and that he is in the 
hands of a father who will prove him with no 
afiliction that resignation cannot conquer, or that 
death cannot cure. 



It ia a mistake, that a lust for power i» the mark 
of a great mind ; for even the weakest have been 
captivated by it; and for minds of the higheiit 
order, .it has no charms. They seek a ndbler 
empire within their own breast ; and He that best 
knew what was in man, would have ho earthly 
crown, but. one that was platted with thorns! 
Cincinnatus and Washington were greater in theif 
retirement, than Cesar and Napoleon at the summit 
of their ambition; since it requires less magna^ 
mmity to win the conquest, than to re/t^6 the spoil. 
Lord Bacon has compared those who move in the 
higher spheres to those heavenly bodies in the 
firmament, which have much adnuration, but little 
rest. And it is not necessary to invest a wise man 
with power, to convince him that it is a garment 
bedizened with gold^ which dazzles the beholder 
by its splendour, but 0]p|presse9 the weaarer by its 
weight. Besides, those who aspire to govern 
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oibenii KVtther than theipjselves, must descevid to 
]iieaiu)e$8 which the truly noble cannot brook, nor 
will such stoop to kiss the earth, although it were 
like Brutus, for domiilipn !* 



; Erasmus candidly informs us, that he had not 
courage enough for a martyr; and expresses his 
feaxs, that he should imitate Peter in case of per- 
secution; * Non erat animus oh veritatem, CQpite, 
periclitari; non omnes ad mdrty Hum satis habent 
roboris ; vereor autem si quis inciderit tumultuis, Pc 
trum sim. imiiaturus,^^ But if Erasmus had not 
the cptirage to face danger, he had the firmness to 
renounce honours and emoluments. He^ofTcred up 
a daily sacrifice, denial, rather than a single sacri- 
fice, death. He was a powerful agent in the cause 
pf truth, for his \^itings act^d upon the public 

* QkVLO minus glbriam petebat^ e<r magfis adsequebatur.* 
When they invited Numa, (says Dion,) to the sovereiffn- 
ty , he for same time refusal it, and persisted long in his 
resolution not to accept the invitation. Rut, at the pressing 
instance of his brothers, and. at .last of his father, who 
would not suffer him to reject the offer of so great an hon- 
our, he consented to be a king. His soon as the Romams 
were informed of ail this by the ambassadors, they con- 
ceived a great a^ection for him, before they saw him, es- 
teeming it as a sufficient argument of his wisdom, that 
While others valued royalty beyond measure, fooking upon 
it as the source of happiness, he alone despised it as a thmg 
of^mall value, and unworthy his attention, and when he 
approached the city, met him upon the road, and with great 
applause, salutations, and other honours, conducted him 
into Rome.— i>i<?. fll, B. II. 

t Thad not courage to Jiazardmy l\ftf<yr the truffi ; all have 
not strengQi enough for martyrdom ; I fear if any tumult had 
ari*en, imoiUd have imitatca Peter. — Pv», 

* 
* The leis hi Bought for j^ory, the more 8ure\y Yie o\)\&\xi^Oi\V.— ^m^. 



Blind as alteratives upon the body, and gmd|H^ 
prepared -men to undergo the effects of the more 
violent cathartics of Luther ; h^nce it^-as not un^ 
common to say, that Luther hatched the egg^ but 
that Erasmus had laid it. Had Erasmus been 
brought to the stake, and recanted in that situation^ 
I question whether he would have found a better 
salvo for his conscience, than that of Mustapha, a 
Greek ChiisUan of Constantinople. This man 
was much respected by the Turks ; but a cuiiosity 
he could not resist, induced him to run the hazaid 
of being present at some of the esoteric ceremonies 
of the Moslem faith, to see which^ is to inciir the 
penalty of death, unless the infidel should atone for 
Uie offence by embracing the faith of Mahomet. 
Mustapha chose the latter alternative, and thus, 
saved his life. As he was known to be a man of 
strict integrity, he did not escape the remonstran* 
cea of some of his former friends, to whom he 
made this excuse for his apostacy : * I tTidught it 
better to trust a merciful (rod with my soul^ tf^ 
those wretches with my body.* 



He that Openly tells his friends, all that he thinks 
of them, must expect that they will secretly tell 
his enemies, much that they do not think of him* 

The greatest friend of Truth is Time, her great- 
est enemy is Prejudice, and her constant compan* 
ion is Humility. 

Did universal charity prevail, earth would be a 
heaven, and hell a fable. 



Vt 



i 

» 



I LACON. 101 



How small a fXHtion of our life it is, tliat we 
really enjoy. In youth, we are looking forward to 
tMngs that are to come ; in old age, we are look- 
ing backwards to things that are gone past; in 
manhood, althou^ we appear indeed to be more 
occupied in things that are present, yet even that 
is too often absorbed in vague determinations to be 
^vastly happy on some future day, when we have 
time. 



In all governments, there must of necessity be 
both the law and the swoxd ; laws without arms 
would give us not liberty, but licentiousness ; and 
arms without laws, would produce not subjection 
biit slavery. The law, therefore, should be unto 
the sword, what the handle is to the hatchet ; it 
should direct the stroke, and temper the force. 



' And pride, vouchsafed to all, a common friend.' 

The poet who wrote this line, evinced a pro- 
found Imowledge of human 'nature. It has been 
well remarked, that it is on this principle that the 
pangs felt by the jealous are the most mtolerable, 
because they are wounds inflicted on them through 
their very shield, through that pride which is our 
most common support even in our bitterest misfor- 
tunes. This pride, which is as necessary an evil 
in morals, as friction in mechanics, induces men to 
reiterate their complaints of their own deiicien- 
.cies^ in every conceivable gift, except in that article 
alone where such complaints would neither be 
irrationfal nor groundless, namely, a deficiency ia 
understaiiding. Here it is, thaJt 8e\£-coTicevX^QS<di^ 

9* 
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conediftl the diiiotder; and submit to th« come^lien* 
ces, rather than permit the cure ; and Solomon is 
the only example on record, of one who made wis- 
dom the jSrst and the last object of his desires,. and, 
}eft the rest to heayen. Philosophers have widcfy 
differed as to the seat of the soul, and -St. Paul has 
told us, that out of the heart proceed murmurings ; 
but there can I^e to doubt that the seat of per^t 
contentment is in the head; for every individual is 
thoroughly satisfied with his -own proportion of 
btains. Socrates was so weH aware of tMs, that 
h», would not start as a teacher of truth, but as an 
inquirer after it. As a teacher, he would have.had 
many disputers, but no disciples: he therefore 
adopted the humbler mode- of investigation, aiiid 
instilled his knowledge into others, under the mask 
of seeking information from Uiem. 



If you have performed an act of great and dis* 
interested virtue, conceal it ; if you publish it, you 
will neither be believed here, nor rewarded her§' 
after. 



Physical courage which despises aU jdangfeil, 
will make a man brave in one way, and moral cott- 
rage, which despises all opinion, will make a moA 
brave in another. The former would .seem most 
necessary for the camp, the latter for the council ; 
but to constitute a great man, both are neoe^iiaarf • 
N4M|oleon accused Murat of a want of the on# 
andne lumself has not been w]»^yuns«s|>0ct«fd df 
it' want of the other. 



LA CON. |0» 

Tli6re are tw6 tlung$ that bestow' consequence ; 
great possessions or great debts.* Julius Cesat 
consented to be millions of sesterces worse than 
fibthing, in order to be everything; he borrowed 
large sums of his officers, to quell seditions in his 
troops, who had mutinied for want of pay, and thus 
forced his partisans to anticipate theit own success 
only through that of their commander. ' 

J hose who are prejudiced, or enthusiastic, liVe 
move, and think and act, in an atmosphere of 
their own conformation. The delusion so produced 
is sometimes deplorable, sometimes tidiculons, al- 
ways remediless. No events are too greats or too 
little, to be construed by such persons into peculiar 
or providential corroboratives or consequences of 
their own morbid hallucinations. • An old maiden 
lady, who was a most determined espouser of the 
cause of ^he Pretender, happened to be possessed 
of a beautiful canary bird, whose vocsil powers 
vvere the annoyance of one half of the neighbour- 
hood, and the admiration of the other. Lord Pe- 
terborough was very solicitous to procure this bird, 
BS a present to a favotirite female, who had set her 
heart on being mistress of this little musical won- 
der. Neither his lordship's entreaties nor his 
bribes could prevail ; but so able a. negotiator was 
not easily foiled. He took an Opportunity of 
changing the bird, and of substituting another in 
its cage during some lucky moment, when its vigi- 

♦ The above remark is applicable to states, no less than 
to individuals. A public debt is a kind of anchor m ^ 
storm; but if the anchor be too heavy for the ves^L tf 
Will be sunk by that very weight which was intcaftR^^ 
her preservation.-^apienta, vexbum sal.' 
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lant protectress was off her guard. The change* 
ling was precisely like the original, except in that 
particular respect which alone constituted its ralue; 
it was a perfect mute, and had more taste for seeds 
than for songs.< Inmiediately after tMs manoBuyre, 
that battle which utterly ruined the hopes of th6 
Pretender, took {dace; A decent interval had 
elapsed, when hia lordship summoned resolution 
to.crall again on the old lady; in order to smother 
all suspicion of the trick he had played upon ^er, 
he was about to affect great anxiety for the pos« 
session of the bird; she saved him all trouble on 
that ' score, . by anticipating as she thought his 
errand, exclaiming, - Oho, my lord, then you are 
come again, I presume, to coax me out of my dear 
little idol ; but it is all in vain ; he is now dearer to 
me than ever; I would not part with him for his 
cage full. of gold. Would you believe it, my lord ! 
From the moment that his gracious sovereign was 
defeated, the sweet little fellow has not uttered a 
single note ! ! P — Mr. Lackington, the great book- 
seller, when young, was locked up in order to pre<> 
vent his attendance at a methodist meeting in 
Taunton. He informs us, tljiat in a fit of supers^- 
tion. Tie opened the Bible for directions what to do. 
The very first words he hit upon were these : ^He / 
has given his angel's charge over thee, lest at any time S 
thou dash thy foot against a storieJ * This,' says he, 
* Was quite enough for me ; so without a moment's 
hesitation, I ran up two j)air of stairs to my own 
room, and out of the window I leaped, to the great ji 
terror of ray poor lyiistress,' It appears that he en-*l 
coimtered more angles in his fall than angels, aij 
he was most intolerably bruised, and being qui^ 
vnable to rise, was carried back, and put to^|^ 
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Ibt a forti^ht. M was ipiotant ei^oie^^ says hm, 
* to think that the Lord had not used me vetyweU ok 
this occasion ;' and it id most likely that he did nbl 
put so high a trust in such presages for the future. 

That writer who aspires to immortality, should 
Imitate the Sculptor, iC he would make the labours 
6f the pen as durable as those of the chisel. Like 
&e sculpt(»r, he should arrive at ultimate perfection! 
not by what he adds, but by what he taUesaway ; 
f^erwifte all his energies may be hidden in the su- 
petabundant mass of his matter, as the finished 
fbfid of an Apollo; in the unworked solidity of the 
block. A friend called on Michael Angelo, who 
was finishing a statue ; some time afterwards he 
called again ». the sculptor was still at his work ; 
his friend looking at the figure, exclaimed, ' Have 
you been idle sinc^ 1 saw you last V * By no 
iheans,^ replied the sculptor; * I have retouched 
tiiiis part fnd polished that ; Thave softened thi9 
feature and brought out this muscle ; I have given 
mpre expression to this lip, and more energy to 
this limb.' * Well, we^lplsaid his friend, * all these 
are ttifles.' * It may be sQ,' replied AmcIo ; * but 
recollect that trifies make perfection, ana that per- 
fection is no trifle.' 



If it be true, that men of strong imaginations are^ 
usually dogmatists, and I am inclined to think it is^ 
80, it ought to folloWv^that men of weak imagina* 
tions are the reverse : in which case we should 
have some compensation for stupidity. But it uh^ 
fortunately happens that no dogmatist is more ob- 
stinate, or l^s open to conviction, than a fool, 
and the only difference between ^ V«5^ ^^>^ 
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fleem to be thi», the former is determiaed to ^tc4 
his knowledge upon odiers y the latter is equalfy 
determined that others shall not force their know- 
ledge upon him. 

!riie good make a better bargain, and the bad a 
worse, than is usually supposed ; for the re^wstrd^ 
of the one, and the punishments of the other, not 
unfrequently begin on this side of the graye ; vice 
has more-martyrs than virtue ; and it often happens 
that men suffer more to be lost than to be; saved. 
But admitting that the vicious mayliapp^n to es- 
cape the tortures of the body, which are so com- 
moivly the wages of excess and of sin ; yet in that 
calm and constant sunshine of the soul which illu- 
minates the breast of the good man, vice can have 
no competition with virtue. * Om: thoughts,' says 
an eloquent divine, * like the waters of the sea, 
when exhaled towards heaven, will lose all their 
bitterness and saltness, and sweeten into an aniiar 
We humanity, until, they descend in gentle show^s 
of love and kindness upon our fellow-men-' 



There, are too many wno reverse both the prin- 
ciples and the practice of the apostle ! they become 
all things to all men, not to serve others, but them- 
selves ; and they try all things, only to hold fast 
that which is bad. - 



■ There are only two things in which the falser 
professors of all religions have agreed ; to perse«- 
cute all other sects, and to plunder their own. 

There is one passage in the Scriptures to which '1 
all the potentates of Europe seem to have giverf* 
their unanimous asseivt and approbation, and to hav«| 
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«ludie<l so thoroug|)ly as to have it quite at their 

fingers ends. ^ There went out a decree tn the days 

* of Claudius Cesar, that all the wmrld should he ta^ed,* 

it oibeh happens in public assemblies, that two 
Measures ate proposed, opposite in their tendency, 
but equal in the influence by which they are sup- 
ported, and also in the balance of good and evil 
which may be fairly stilted of either. In such a 
dilemma, it is not unusual, for the sake of unanim- 
ity, to adopt some half measure, which, as it has 
been emasculated of its energy to please "the mode- 
rate, will often possess the good of neither mea- 
sure, but the eyil of bo^. Of this kind was the 
sttj^pensive veto voted to the monarcti hy the national 
assembly jof France. It made the lung an object 
of positive jealousy, while it gave him only nega- 
tive power, and rendered him unpopular, without 
the meaiis of doing harm, and responsible without 
the privilege of doing good. And as half measmrea 
^re so pregnant with d^inger, so the half talent by 
which they are often mfetated, may be equally pre- *^ 
judicial. There are circumstances of peculiar dif- 
ficulty and danger, where a medi^ity gf talent is 
^e most fatal quantum that a l&an csm possibly -^ 
possess. Had Chatles the First, ancf Louis the 
Sixteenth, been more wise, or more weak, more 
firm, or more yielding, in either case they had 



'i^. 



both of them saved their heads, .^^'^ 



w l -^^ 



■w 



Imperial Eome goveriied th»1|oi^e£f of men, b^ 
did not extend her empjre .further.*' Papal Rom(» 
improved upon imperial; shonutde the tiara stron- 
ger than the diadem ; pontiife mote ^werful th^n 
pretors,; and tSo^erOsier more victoril»i99^^|^ 



I 
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•word. Sbe devised a system so coTK^plete in aH 
its parts, for the subjugation both of body and of . 
mind, that, like Archimedes, she asked but one 
thing, and that Luther denied her ; a fulcrum of 
ignorance on whieh to rest that leTer by which she 
could have balanced the world. 



In former times patriots prided themselves on 
two things ; th^ir own poverty, and the riches of 
the state. But poor as these men were, there were 
kings not rich enough to purchase them, nor pow- 
erful enough to intimidate them. In modem times, 
it would be easier to find a patriot rich enough to 
buy a king, than a king not rich enough to buy a 
patriot. Valerius Mir^imus informs us, that ^lius 
Fsetus tore to pieces with his own teeth, a wood- 
pecker, because- the augur, being consulted, had 
replied that if the bird lived, the house of iBlius 
woidd flourish, but that if it died, the prosperity of 
the state would prevail. Modem patriots nave dis- 
covered, that a roasted woodcock is better than a 
raw woodpecker, 

•."KB—.. ^ 

As the inan of pleasure by a vain attempt to be 
more happy than any man can be, is often more 
miserable than most men are, so the skeptic, in a 
vain attempt to be wise, beyond what is permitted 
tto man, plunges into a darbaess more deplorable, 
mnd a blmdnes^ more incurable than that of the 
common herd, wl^in he despises and would fain 
mstruct. For the more precious the gift, the more 
pernicious the abuse of it, as the most powerful 
medicines are the most dangerous, if misapplied, 
tmd no error is so reiftediless as that which arises, 
mot from the exclusion of wisdom, but from its per- 
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f€mm, Tiie~ skeptic, when be plunges into tlio 
^ej^s of' infidelity, like the miser who leaps from 
^tte shipwceck, will find that the treasures which he 
Itears afooi^him, will only sink him deeper in the 
abyss. • . - 



It has been said, that men carry cm a kind of 
coasting ^ade with religion. In the voyage of life, 
they profess to be in search of heaven, but take 
.care not to veMure^ far in their approximations to 
k, as entirefy to lose sight of the earth ; and should 
their fjrail vessel be in danger of shipwreck, they 
will gladly throw their 4arlmg vices overboard, as 
€>th^ mariners their treasures, oiily to fish them up 
again when the «torm is over. To steer a course 
that ishall secure both worlds, is stilly I fear, a de- 
sideratum in ethics, a thing unattained as yet, either 
by the divine .or the philosopher, for the track is 
discoverable only by the shipwrecks that have 
Jbeen made-in the attempt. John Wesley quaintly 
observed, that the road to heaven was a narrow path, 
not intended for wheels, and that to. ride in a coach^ 
jkere, and to go to heaven Jf^reafier, was a happi- 
ness too tench for msin* 

The otily kind office? performed fol^ us by our ^ 
,^iei^ of which we never complain, is our funeral ; '"^ 
^^oA the- only thing which we are sure to want, 
happens to be the only thing which we never pui^^V 
cfaase-^-HMir cofiin. 



f^:. 
"t^' 



Wifli respect to th^ goods^ of thw world, 
Hught be said, Jhat par»Cfti)B are preaching for '^ 




* Yet honest John rode in lu» own co«:chMoi^^^s»u 
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— lawyers are pleading for them— ^h^BiciasB Bxe 
prescribing for them — ^authors are wfitiag for jhem 
—soldiers are fighting for them — but, idiat trtie 
philosophers alone are enjojring th6m. • 



There is more jealousy between rival wits^ 
than rival beauties, for vanity has no sex. But, 
in both cases, there mu^t he pretensions, or ^ 
fhere will be no jealousy: Elizabeth might have 
been merciful, had Mary neither been beautiful, 
nor a queen; and it is only when we ourselves 
have been admired by some, that we begin tho- 
roughly to envy those who are admired by all. 
But the basis of .this passion, must be the possi- 
bility of competition; for the rich are more en- 
vied by those who have a little, than by those 
who have nothing ;. and no monarch ever heard 
with indifference, thai other monai'chs were ex- 
tending their dominions, except Theodore of Coy^ 
eica^— wtp had none I ^ '' 




Those missionlries who embark for India, like 

^ some ojher reformers, begin at the wrong end, 

^ They ought first to convert to practical Christtanity, 

those of their own countrymen who have crossed 

^^^e Pacific, on a very Afferent mission, to acquire 

money by every kigd of rapine abro^pf order to 

squander it in ev^ kuad of reve|^ at home. 

£&ample is more powerfi^ than precept, and the 

^Sor Hindoo is not slow in discovering how very 

unlike, the Christians he sees, are to that Chris 

^^.tianity of which he hears :— 

■••■«■ 
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'^'^' Segnius irriUmt animos demisisu per dureSf 
Quamfuasuntoculissuljectafidelibus.^^ 

Tlie misfoitime therefore is, tibat he understands 
Ab • conduct of his master, much better than the 
creed of his missionary, and has a clearer know- 
ledge of the depraviity of the disciple,, than of the 
preachings of the preceptor. These observations 
-are strengthened by a remark of Dr. Buchanan, 
founded on his own experience. ' Conversion/ 
says he, *goes (m more prosperously in Tapjore 
^d other provinces, where there are no Europeans, 
than in Tratiiquebar, where they are numerous : for 
we find,' he adds, ' that European example in the 
large towns, is the bane of Christian instructicm.' 

When you have nothing to say, say nothing ; a 
weak defence strengthens your opponent, and si- 
lence is less injurious than a bad reply. 

We know. the' effects* of many things, but the 
causes of few ; Ves^erience, therefore j i^ a surei^ip 
guide than imagination^ and inquiry than conjee-* 
tore. But those physical difficulties which you 
cannot account for, be very slow to arraign, for he 
that would be wiser than nature, would be wiser ' 
^lan God. . 



When punishments fall upon a villain from some 
vnknown quarter, he begins to j^isider within him- 
self what hand may have inflicl^ them. ^ He has 
ii^ur^ manyfthis he knows, and judging from ^ 
QWH heart,^he concludes that he is the most likely 

♦ TTnUhs which we hear wiU less affect us, than those whick 
we see, — Pot. ^ 



^^^ 



>. 
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to have revenged liimselfr wW lias Itadifae ifiosl 
power to do so. THs conclusion, however, 10 
eiten a most erroneous one, although it has proved 
ihe frequent source of fatal mischiefs, wliich 
have only fallen the .heavier, from JkaThig hadt 
nothmg to support them. Forgiveness,. that iuk 
blest of all self-denial, is a virtue, which he aioii» 
that can practis(& in himself, can wilUnglybelievo 
m another. 



Some men. posi^ess m6ans that are great, but 
fritter them away, in the execution of concepticn^ 
that are littie ; and there are others who catt 
fonn great coaceptions, but who attempt io carry 
th^pi into execution with liCtle means. These 
two descriptions of men might succeed if unitedy 
but as they are usually kept asunder by jealoiu^, 
both fail. It is a rare thing to £nd ^ ccmh^ 
nation of great means, and of great conc^tions . 
in one mind. The Duke* of Bridgewater was s . 
asplendid example of this union, and all his de^ 
signs were so profoundly planned, that it is de« 
lightful to observe how effectually his vast means 
^ supported his measures, at one time, and how 
; gratefully his measures repaidhis means, at another* 
On the blameless and the bloodless basis of publie 
utility, he founded his own individual agffran^e- 
ment ; and his tziumphA arches aro those by Which 
he subdued the earth, only to increase the comforto 
of those who possess it. I have heard my fathmr 
say, that the duke was not .considered a clever lad^ 
at £ton, which only strengthens an observatMBi 
that I have often made, that vivacityi in youth, is 
often mistaken for genius, and solidity for dullness. 
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The farther we advance in knowledge, the inore 
idlmplicity shall we discover iif those primsury rules 
that regulate all the apparently endless, comi^ca* 
ted, and multifonn operations of the Grodhead: To 
Him, indeed, all time is but a moment, and all 
space hut a point, and he fills both, but is bounded 
by neither. As merciful in his restrictions as in 
his bounties, he sees at one glance tb,e whole rela^ 
tions of things, and has prescribed i^to himself 
one eternal and immutable principle of action, that 
of fttoducing' the highest ultimate happiness, by 
the best possible- 'means. But he is as great in 
imnuteneSs, as in magnitude, since, even the legs 
of a iiy have been fitted up and furnished with Sll 
&e powers and all the properties of an air-puDip, 
and this has been done by the sejf-^ame hand that 
created the suns of other systems, and placed them 
at so immense a distance from the earth, that light 
itsdf seems ^to lag on so immeasurable a journey, 
occupying many millions of years in arriving from 
those bodies unto us. In proof of the observatioii 
with -which I set out, modem discoveries in chym-** 
istry have so simplified the laws by which the 
Deity acts in his great laboratory of nature, that 
Sir Humphrey Davy has felt himself authorized to 
afiirm, that a very few elementary bodies indeed, 
and which may themselves be only different forms 
of some one and the same primary material, con« 
stitute the sum total of our tangible universe of 
things. And as the grand harmony of the celes- 
tial bodies may be explained by the simple princi- 
ples of gravity and impulse, so also in that more 
wonderM and complicated microcosm, the heart 
of man, all the phenomena of inorals are perhaps 

10* • 
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tcfafokable intg one single prmciple^the^ pursttk of 
apparent good; for •although customs liiniYersally: 
vary, yet man, in all climates and countries; is es- 
Mntially the same. Hence, tne old position of the 
PyithoBists, that the more we study, the less Wo 
knaw, is tnie, but not in the sense in which it has 
been usually received. It may l)e tnie that vte. 
know less, ^ that less i^ of the highest value f 
first, from II9 being a condensation of all that is 
certain ; secondly, from its' being a rejection of all 
that is doubtful; and such a'treasnre, like the pages 
of the Sybil, increases in value,, even l^ its diini^ 
nution* Knowledge is twofold, and consists not • 
only in an affirmation of what is true, biit in the 
negation of that which is false. It requires mora 
magnanimity to give up what is wrong, tlmn to 
mamtarn that which is right: for our pride is 
wounded by the one effo^rt, and flattered by the 
Qther. The highest knowledge cati'be nothing 
more than the shortest and clearest road Ust truth ^ 
all the rest is pretension, not performance, mere 
-verbiage and grandiloqiience, from which w& can 
learn nothing, but that it is the external sign of an 
internal deficiency. To revert to our former affirm- 
ation of the simplicity of those rules that regulatp 
the universe, we might farther add, that any machme 
Ifpuld be considered to be most ingenious, if it con^ 
tained within itself principles for correcting its o^vii 
^nperfections. NoWr Q- f<BW simple but resistles9 
laws, have effected all this so fully for the worjd 
we live in, that it contains within itself the seeds 
of its own eternity. An Alexander Qould not add 
one atom to it, or a Napoleon take one away. A 
period, indeed,, has been assigned nnto it by revf-* 
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kti6n,j0liier^i»e it would be fat less diificnJi tpt 
conceive of its eternal continuance, than pf its 
#ul cessation.' ^ 



. As the dimj3B9ions of. the tree Are not always 
xegulated by the size of the/ seed, so the conser 

rnces of things tire not always proportionate to 
aj^arent magnitude of those e^^nts that have 
produced them* 7hus, the Americi^^evolntion^ 
from which little was expected, produced .much ; 
but the French revohition, from which much was 
Mcpected, produced little.* And in ancient times » 
80 groFelling a passion as the lust of a Tarquin, 
coidd give freedom to Rome; that, freedom, to 
ivliose' shrine, a Cesar was aAerwards sacri^ced in 
Tain, as a victim, and;a Cato as a martyr ; that free-' 
dttiam which fell, nnestablished either by the immor 
kttion of the^ one» or the magnanimity of the other. 

Where true religion has prevented one crime, 
false religions have, afforded a pretext, for a thou- 
sand. 

' . ^ 
• I am not so ho.n\y as to tfHrm, that the French revolu- 
tion produced little, ;in the absohUe sense of the word, t 
mean that it produced little if comj^ared with the expecta*- 
tions of mankind, and the probabilities that its first de- 
reiofiment afiTordcd of its final establishment. The Papal 
power, the dynasty of the Bourbons, the freedom of the 
presi^ and purity of representation, are resolving^ themselves 
very much into the * statu quo ante belhim.** It is far from 
hn^obable, that the results of a * reformation^ now going 
on ui $pain> with an aspect fiE^r less assuming than the late 
revolution in France, will be more beneficial both to the 

S resent and future times than that gigantic event, whicK 
estroyed so much, but which repaired so little, and which 
iMgup in civil anarchy, but ended in military aes^ism. 

* The ttat0 before the war. 
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t^eir sovereigoi as strenuously in his devetkniSv as 
they had before in his debaucheries, and took &e 
sacrament twice in the day ! * 

Tlie gamester, if he die a siartyr to his pn^es* 
sion, is dotididy mined. He adds his soul to ey^T* 
other ioss,. and by the act of soicide, renouBces 
earth to forfeit heayen* 



Two diings are necessary to a modem martyr, 
-^-some to pity, and some to persecute, jsome t6< 
regret, and sonf^ to roast. him. If martyrdom -nl 
now on the decline, it is not because martyrs are 
less zealous, but because martyr-mongers are more 
wise. The light df intellect has. put xmt the fire 
of persecution, as other fires are observed to smoul- 
der before the Ughx of the sun. 



The wise man has his^ follies,^ no less than the 
fool ; but it has been said, that herein lies the dif-. 
ference~-the follies of the fool are known to the 
world, but are jaidden from himself; the follies of 
the wise are known to himself, but hidden from the 
Wodd. * A harmless hilarity, and a buoyant cheer- 
fulness are not infrequent concomitants of genius; 
and we^ are nevermore deceived, than when we 
mistake gravity for greatness', solemnity for sci- 
ence, and pomposity for erudition. . . 

The tiriie poet is alwa3rs great, if compared With 
•others; not always if compsqred with himself. 

"■-■"^■^ 

If men praise ycjur efforts, suspect their jud^ 
liient ; if they censure them, your own. 
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1 PliiiMN^y manages a most impoftant firm, tnoi 
QBly with a capital of her owq« but also with a ^1 
larger one that she has b<Mrrowed^ but she repays 
with a bkmH liberal interest, and in a inode that nHi" 
mately. ^ariches, tiot onlj others, but herself .^ The 
j^oaopheTi is ncdthef a chymist) a smith, a mer« 
chant, or a manufacturer ; but he both teaches and 
is tatghtby all of them ; and his {nrayer is, that 
the intellectual light may be as general as the so^ 
. kor, and uncontrolled. As he is as much delighted 
to imbibe knowledge as *to iippart it, he watches 
the rudest operations of that- ei^perience, whigh 
may be both old and uninformed, rights though4m- 
aUe to say why, or wrong, without jmowing the 
wherefore. The philosoimer, therefore, streng^- 
ens that which was mere practice, by disdipsing 
die principle ; he establishes custonis that were 
right, by superadding the foundation bfreascm, and 
overdirows those tb^ were erroneous, by taking 
that foundation away. 

Persecutors on the score of religion; have, in 
general, been the foulest of hypocrites, and their 
burning zeal has too often been lighted up at . the 
liltar of worldly ambiti(m. Suppose we admit that 
persecution may, in some soHtary cases, have aris- 
en froni motives that are pure ; the glory of God, 
and the salvatlcm of men. Here again, the purity 
of the motive is most wofuUy eclipsed by the gross . 
iJ>surdity of the means. The persecutor must 
begin by breaking many fundamental laws of his 
master, in order to conunence his operations iti his 
favour ; thus asserting, by deeds, if not by words, 
^at th% itt^nsic excellence of thS code of oust 
Saviour, is insufficient for its onvtl ^t^^^\s^^^:isx. 
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Thus it is, thftt eren the smeerest perwBct^tor 
defends the c^use of his master. He «how6 hi» 
love of man, by. breokiiig' his c^rdiiml laws; he* 
then seeks to glorify a Ood trf meTcy, by woEship** 
ping him as a Moloch who delights in humaiL 
sacrifices; and lastly, he shc^ws his Unre of his; 
neighbour, byjoasting his body for the good of his 
soul. Can' a darkness which is inteUectual, be 
done away by a fire which is m^aterial t or is it 
absolutely necessary to make a fi^ot of a man's 
body in order to enlighten his mind; 



There is a paradox in pride— 4t makes some 
men ridiculous, but prevents others from b^com^* 
ingsp. , 



Those who worship gold in a world so corrupt 
as this we live in, have at least one thing to plead 
in defence of their idolatry-— the power of their 
idol. It is true, that like other idols, it can neither 
move, see, hear, feel, or understand ; but," unlike 
other idols^ it has toften communicated all these 
powers to those who had them not, and annihilated 
them in those who had. This idol can boast of 
two peculiarities ; it is worshipped in all climates, 
without a single temple, and by all classes, with* 
out a single h3rpocrite. 



If kings would only d^rmine not to extend 
their dominions, until they had filled them wi^ 
happiness, they would find the smallest territoriM 
too large, but the longest life too .short, for the^ fiM 
accomplishm^ oJF so grand and so noble'^an am- 
bition. • 
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It is not everjr.man t&at can o§i^i to wear a 
diiabby coat ; and worMy inrisdom dictates to her 
discifies, the propriety oi dressing somewhat be- 
yond their means^ but of living ^within them ; for 
every one sees how we dress^ but none see how 
we live, except we choose to let them. The truly 
great fire by universal aiifirage exempted from 
these trammels, and may live or dress as they 
please. 

Sleep, the type of death, is also like that which 
it typifies, restricted tp the earth. It flies from 
heU, and is excluded from heaven*^ 

Emulation has been tertned a spur to virtue, and 
assumes to be a spur of gold. But it is a spur 
composed of baser materials^ and if tried in the 
furnace, willb.e foimd to want that /ix^Jne^^, which 
is the characteristic of gold. He^ that pursues 
virtue, only to surpass others, is not far from wish- 
ing others less forward than himself ; and he that 
rejoices too much at his own perfection, will be 
too> little grieved at the defects of other men. We 
might also insist upon this^ that true virtue, though 
die mosthundble of all things, is the most progres- 
inve ; it must persevere to the end. As Alexander 
scorned the Olympic games, because .there were 
no kings to contend with, so he that starts only to 
outstrip others,' will suspend his exertions when 
that end. is attained; and self-loVe will in many 
cases, incline him to stoop for the prize, even be- 
fore he has obtained the victory. The views of 
. ihe Christian are more extensive, ttid more endur- 
ing; his ambition is, not to coa(^et^^^i:^^\s^ 

ir 
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kimi^, and he unbucldLes his aroieiur, onlf lor his 
shroud^ . . ^ . 



In the pursuit of knowledge, follow it wherevel' 
it is to be found ; Gke fern, it is the produce of ajl 
climates, and liki^ coin, its circulation is not re-^ 
stricted to any particula^r class. We , are i^orant 
in youth, from idleness, and we continue so in man-' 
hood, from pride; for pride is less ashamed .of 
being ignorant, than of being instructed, and she 
looks too high to find that, 'which very often lies 
beneath her. Therefore condescend to men of 
low estate, andT^e for wisdom that which Alcihiades 
was for power. He that rings only one bell, will 
hear only one sound; ^nd he that lives only with 
one class, will see but one scene of the great 
drama of life. Mr. Locke was a8ke4 how he ha4 
contrived ^ accunmlate a mine of knowledge mo 
rich, yet so extensive and so deep. He repliedt 
that he attributed what little he Igiew, tonothavinig 
been ashamed to ask foir information; and tolha 
rule he liad laid down, of conversing with all de* 
scription of men, on those topics chiefly that 
formed their own peculiar professions or pur$uit|i. 
I myself have heard a cOnunon bjac^mith a|f(K 
• quent, when welding. of iron has been the theme; 
what we know thoroughly^ we can usually expc«aa 
iClearl^, since ideas will stqpply words, but w^ids 
will not always supply ideas. Therefore ^hea I - 
meet with any that write obscurely, or converae 
confusedly, I am apt to suspect two things; first, 
that such persoi)s do not understand theraselyaa; 
Jind secondly^^hat they are. not worthy of bc^gtg 
i|>aderstood by others. 
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. ; Bte dutt can enjoy the intimacy of tke ^leat, and 
^n na occasion disgust them with familiarity, or 
disgrace him&elf by servility, proves that he is as 
perfect a gentleman by nature, as his companions 
are by rank< . 

Royal favorites are often obliged to carry their 
complaisance further than they meant; They live 
for their master's pleasure, and they die for his 
convenience. 



Thehate^ which we all bear with the moat. Chris 
tian p'atience, is the hate of those who envy. us. 

Imitation, is the sincerest of flattery.. 

There are two modes of establishing our repu- 
tation; to be, praised by honest men, ai)4 to be 
abused by rogues. It is best, however, to secure 
the former, because it will be invariably accoinpa- 
jiiad by the latter. His calunmiation, is not only 
the greatest benefit a rogue can confer upon us, but 
it is also the only service he will perform for nothing. 

As we ascend in society, like those who climb a 
mountain, we shall fi^d that the line of perpetual 
comgelatiQn commences with the higher circles, and 
the nearer we approach to the grand luminary the 
court, the more frigidity and apathy shall we expe- 
rience. • 



Sensible women have often been the dupes of 
designing men, in the following way : they have 
taken an opportunity of praising them to their own 
confidante, but with a solemn injunction t^'^^^i^c^ ^ 
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The confidante, Kow^vei', as they know, wlllinfot- 
lably inform her principal, the first moment she sees 
her ; and this is a mode of flattery which always 
succeeds. Even thoafe females who nauseate flat* 
tery in any other shape, wiH not reject it in this ; 
just as we can bear the light of the sun without 
pain when reflected by the moon. 

If you are under obligation to many, it is pru- 
dent to postpone the recompensing of one, until it be 
in your power to remunerate a:ll, otherwise you will 
make more enemies by what you give, than by what 
you withhold. 



There is no cruelty so inexorable and unrelent- 
ing, as that which proceeds from a bigoted and pre- 
sumptuouis supposition of doing service to God. 
Under the influence of such hallucination, all com- 
mon modes of reasoning are perverted, and^ all 
general principles destroyed. — ^The victim of the 
fanatical persecutor; will find that the stronger the 
motives he can urge for mercy are, the weaker 
will be his 'chance of obtaining it, for the merit 
of ^is .destruction will be supposed to rise in 
value, in proportion as it is efleeted at the expense 
of every feeling, both of justice and of humanity. 
Had the son t)f Philip the Second of Spain beea 
condemned by the inquisition, his .own father, in 
default of- any other executioner, would have car- 
ried the fagots, and have set fire to the pile. And 
in the atrocious murder of Archbishop Sharp, it is 
well known that Balfour and his party did not meet 
together at Gilston Muir for the purpose of assas- 
sinating the archbishop, but to slay one Carmi- 
chael, a magistrate. These misguided men were 
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acUjU^ifo^fe their own words) > hy a^rmtg ouir 
letting of tfie- spirit f^ shortly tQ be manifested by 
the ouUetting. of .innocent blood ; and one Smithi 
a wearer at the Sdrutherdike, an uMptre«iman, had> 
aliio enconraged them \^ll to go forward^ seeing 
that God^s ghry wets the only mottve-that teas moving 
them ta offer themselves to act for his,bro/fen down 
vofifk* These men not happening to find Cmni- 
c^el» were.on the point of dispersing, when a lad 
ijunning up, suddenly informed them that the coach 
of Archbishop Sharp was then coining on, upon 
the road between Ceres and Blebo Hole. Thus, 
Carmichael ^scaped, but an archbishop was a 
sacrifice, caught in the thicket, more costly than 
the ram. ^ Truly ^^ said they, ' this is of God, and 
if seemeth that God hath delivered him into our 
hands ; let us net draw hacky but pursue him, for erU 
looked upon it, considering the former circumstances^ 
as- a clear call from God to fall upon him,* We 
may anticipate wh^t tender mercies the Archbishop 
might count upon, from a gang of such enthusi- 
asts ; and. the circumstanceis of a prelate mfordered 
at the feet . of his daughter, with the curious con*' 
yersation that accompanies this, act, only proves 
that fanaticism is of the same malignant type and 
character, whether she be engendered in the clan* 
or the conclave, the kirk, or Uie cathedral. 



It has-been said, that whaterer is made with tha 
intention of answering two purposes, will answer 
neither .of them well. This is for the most part 
true, Mrith respect tQ the inventions and productions 
of man; but the veiy reverse of this would seem 
to obtain, in all the operations of the Grodhead. In 
the great laboratory of naturevniaxi>[ e&^\a.^^ *^^ 
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most important and extensive ptility are o^enmsdd 
to proceed from some one primary cause ; neither 
do these effects, in apy one inettatice^ either clai^ 
or jar^ or interfere with -each other, but each one is 
as perfect in its kind, as if. the common source, of 
its activity were'adjusted and appropriated to the i 
accomplishing of that single effect alone< An illus- 
tration or two will suffice, where- the number of 
examples is so great, that the difficulty lies more in 
the selection .than in the vdiscovery< The atmo- 
sphere is fortned for the respiration pf numberless 
animals, which most important office it perfectly 
performs^ being the very food of life. But there 
are two other processes almost as important, which 
could not go on without an atmosphere, seeing that 
it is essential to both of them-'— the dissemination 
of li^t by its powers of refraction and reflectR>n^ 
and of heat by its decomposition. The ocean is a 
fluid world, admirably calculated for the propaga- 
tion and continuation of those mynads of aquatic 
animals with which it abounds ; and thus, it enables - 
the Creator to extend, both in depth and surface, 
the sphere of sensation, of life, and of enjoyment, 
from the poles even unto the line. But the ocean 
has other most important offices to fulfil ; it is per- 
haps more Necessary to the earth, than the earth 
itself is to the ocean ; for while'it appears to be'the 
great receptacle of ^aZf water, 4t becomes, through 
thejoint medium of the sim and of the atmosphere, 
the principal reservoir and distributor oi fresh. The 
sun himself was created as the grand emporium 
of liglit and heat to the system. He not only 
warms and enlightens, but he also regulates and 
controls, both the times, and the spaces, of the 
whole planetary world ; the lord of motion, no les^ 



LA CON. 131 

^an of liglit, he imposes a law tin those erratic 
bodies, as invincible as it is invisibl^^ which nev- 
ertheless allows the fullest scope to all tibeir wan- 
derings, and subjects them to no restraint but that 
which IB absolutely necessary for their preserva- 
Ia5t 



; When we consider that Julius Cesar, Pompey, 
Brutus, Cato, Atticus, Liyy, Cicero, Horace, Virgil, 
Hortensius, Augustus, and Marcus Yarro, were 
contemporaries, that they were,^ at the same time, 
enclosed withiti &e walls of the same city, v(rhich 
might well be termed * Rama virum genitrioe ;'* and 
when we further reflect, that this bnght constella- 
•licm was attended also by another subordinate to it, 
made lap of stars, indeed of lesser magnitude, but 
whieh would have shone with no small lustre in 
)any.0her horizon, we no longer Vender that a cap- 
ital that could breed and educate such men, should 
aspire t0> the ^proud title of mistress of the world, 
and vaimt herself secure from all mortal wounds, 
saye only those that might be inflicted in an evil 
hour by parricidal hands. The close observer 
of human nature, who takes nothing on trust,- who, 
undazzled by the Ihstre, calmly* inquires into the 
use, will not be contented with a bare examination 
of the causes that conspired to produce so marvel- 
lous a union of talent, but will further ask, how it 
haj^ned, that men, whose examples have been so 
fertile of instruction to future ages, were so bar- 
ren of improvement and utility to their own. For 
it must be admitted that Rome was ' divided against 
'j^erself,' split into faction, and torn to pieces by a 
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most bloody civil wAr, at the very moment slie^va% 
in pioud possessioh of all this profusion of talewt, 
by which she vras consumed, rather than cortiforted,: 
and scoiched, rather than enlightened. Perhaps 
the condusion that is forced upon u« by a review 
of this particidar period of Roman history, iis 
neither consolatory nor honourable to our nattire ; 
it would seem, I fear, to be -this, namely, .that a 
slate of civil freedom 't& absolutely necessary fbr 
the training up, educating, and finisl^ng, df great 
.and noble minds ;. but that society has no guaran- 
tee, that minds so foi'med and finished, shall nol 
aspire to govern rather than to obey ; no sectirity,^ 
that they shall not affect a greatness, greater than 
the laws, and in affecting it, that ihey shaQ notulH^ 
mately destroy that very freedom, to which aloner 
they Were indebted for their superiority. Such 
men too often be^n by subjecting all things tfi^ 
their country, and finish by subjecting Aeir coun*' 
try unto themselves^ If we examine4;he^dividual 
characters of those great names I have cited above/ 
we may perhaps affirm, that Horace, 'Virgil, Mor- 
tensius, Varro, and Livy, were more occupied itt 
writing what deserved to be read, than fn doing any 
thing Uiat deserved to be written. Atticus was s 
practical disciple of Epicurus^ and too much conn 
cemed about the safety and health of Ms own 
person, to endanger it by attacking that of another; 
as to Cicero, though he was formed both for 
action and deliberation, yet none of the blood that 
was spilt in his day, can fairly be charged to him \. 
in factyhe -had so much of the pliabOity of Ur 
friend AtticuJs about hhn, that he might have 
Nourished even in the court of Augustus, aiival of 
Afa^nenas, bad he himself been less eloquent, Qpta- 
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ms motid^gmeMy or Antony less vindictive. Four 
iBlen remain, ibmied indeed) in ^all the prodigality 
0^ nature,'^ but composed of *elemelits so opposite 
to each other, that their conjunction, Uke the clash 
^adverse comets, cpuld not but convulse, the ' 
ivorld ; Cesar, Potnpey^ Brutus, aiid Cato.--rCe8ar 
could not brook a superior, nor Pompoy an equals 
and Brutus, although he did not aspire himself to 
' rule, viras deterouned th^tno one else should do ^. 
Cato, who might have done more fo 'save his 
eountryj ^lad he attempted-less^ disgusted his friends 
and exa^rated his foes l^' a vain eifoh to resize 
the sjf^ndid fictions of Plato's republic, in the 
dregs of Romulus. — Proud, without ambition, he 
WES less beloved as^the stem defender of liberty, 
Aan Cesar as the destroyer of it, who was ambi- 
tidua wiliiout pride ; a mistaken' marfyr in a noble 
cause,^ Cato was condemned to live in an era when 
the times, would not bear his integrity — -nor his 
integrity tl|^ times. 

There is this difference tetwe^n thoise two' t^nn- 
poral blessings, health and: money : money is the 
most envied, tnit the least ei^oyed, healdi is the 
most. enjoyed, but the l^ast envied'; and the jsupe- 
riority oT the latter^s still more obviolis when we 
reflect that the poorest man would not part with 
lieal^ for money, but that the richest would gladly 
jpart with all their money ioj[ health. , 

All government ought to as{)ire.t6 produce the 
inghesi happiness I^ the least objectionable means'. 
To prcMiuce^good wiliiout some' adinixture df iljj is 
the prerqgiSive of the Deity alone. In a'state of 
nature, each individual would strive to ^res^tv^^^ 
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whole of his liberty, but then he would be also 
liftbie to the encroachments of others, who woul4 
feel equadly determined t4> preserve the whole of 
theirs. In a state of civilization each individ- 
ual ^vohintarily sacrifices a part of his liberty, to 
inqrease the general stock. But he sacri^ces his 
liberty only to the laws; and it ought to be the 
care ojf good governments, that thi& sacrifice of 
the individual is repaid him with secwrityf and with 
interest i otherwise, the splendid declaralions of 
Rousseau might be verified, and u state of nature 
preferred to a state of civilization. The liber^ 
we obtain by being members of civilized society, 
would be^ licentiousness, if it allowed us to haiin 
others, and slavery, if it preVented us from bene- 
fitting ourselves. Ttue liberty, therefore, allows 
^ach individual to do all the gox)d he can to lamself 
tiritbout injuring his neighbwu:^ 



,-*— f 



Of ;two evils, it is perhaps less injurioiis to 
society, that a good dpctrine should be accompa- 
nied by a bad life, that\ that b, good life should lend 
its support to a bad doctrine. For die sect, if oace 
established,'will survive the founder. When doc^ 
trines, radically bad in themselves, are transmitted 
to posterity, recommended by the good life of th^ir 
audior , this is to arm a harlot with beau^,.aa^ t# 
heighten the attractions of a vain and unsoimd 
phUosophy. I question if Epicurus aiid Htune 
have do^e mankiM greater injury by the looseness 
of theu: doctrines, than by the purity of their livesb 
Of l^ch men wb may more jus^y exclaim, than of 
Cesar, * confound their vixl;ues ! they have undone 
the w<»ldr' 



LACON. 133 

Many liare been thought capable of governing, 
until they have been called to govern ; and ethers 
have been deemed ino^pable^ who, when called mto 
power^ have imst (Agreeably 4i$&I^ointed piiblic 
OTHnion, by far surpassing all ]»feviQus anticipation; 
The fact is, that the great and littje vulgar too 
often judge of the blade by the sc&bbaxd ; and 
shining outward qualides, although4hey may excite 
first rate expectations^ are not unusually found to 
be the companions of second jrate abilities. Where- 
as, to possess a head equal to the greatest events, 
and a lieart superior to the stronigest temptations, 
are qualities which may be possessed so secretly, 
that a man's next door neighbour shall not discover 
tfaiem^ until some unforeseen and fortmmte occasion 
has called them forth* 






The ignorance of the Chinese may be attributed 
to their language. A litisrary Chinese must «pend 
half his life in acquiring a thorough knowledge of 
it. The use of metaphor, which may be said 
td be ihe algebra of language, is, I apprehend, 
unknown amongst them. And as language, after 
all, is made up only of the sigtisand counters of 
knowledge, he that is obliged to lose so much 
time in acquiring die sign, will have but little of the 
thing. So complete is the igncffance of this con- 
ceited nation, on. many points, that very curious 
brass models of all the mechanical powers, which 
the French government had sent over as a present, 
they considered to be meant as toys for Xke 
amusement- of the grandchildren of the emperor. 
And I have heard the late Sir George Stauntotk 
declare, that the costly mathematics \Ti<&Xc>\\sv^\!iX^ 
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made by Rattisden 4Bd DoUand, and tsdcen^ to Pc4iii 
1^ Lord Macartney, were as utterly useless^ i^' 
Chinese, as a st^u^-^ngine to an J^squimaiot^ or a 
loom, to a Hottentctf. The father of Mcmtaigne, 
not inaptly to my present subjectf has obserred, 
that the tedious time tire modems empl^ in atqpiir* 
iQglhe language of the ancient Giteeks and Romans, 
which cost them nothing, is the principal reason 
ii^hy we c£mnot arrive M that grandeur of soul and 
perfection of knowledge that was in them> But 
the learned languages, after all, are indispensa{>le t& 
form the gentleman and the scholar^ and are weU' 
worth all the -labour that they have cost ps, pro- 
vided they ^re valued not for themselves alone, 
which would make a pedant, but as a foundation 
Ibj .further acquirements. The foundation, there- 
fore, shoidd be in a great measure hidden, and its 
solidity presumed ai^ inferred from the strength, 
elegance, and convenience of the superstructure. 
In one of the notes to >a former publication, I have 
quoted an old writer, whopbserves, * that we fatten 
a sheep with grass, not in order to obtain, a crop 
of hay from his back, but in the hope that he wifl 
feed us with mutton, and clothe us with wool.' 
"VVe may apply this to the* sciences, we teach a 
young man algebra, the mathematics, and logic, 
not that he should take his equations and, paral- 
lelograms into Westminster Hall^ nor bring his ten 
pedicaments to the House of Commons, but that 
he should bring a mind to both these places, so well 
stored With the sound principles of tiiith and of 
reason, as not to be deceived by the chicanery of 
the bar, nor the sophistry of the senate. The ac- 
quirements of science may be termed the armour 
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of the mind; but that armour ^ould^be wotae 
than useless, that cost us all we had, and left us 
nothing to defend. 



That is not the most - perfect beauty, which, in 
public would attract the greatest observation ; nor 
even that which the statuary would admit to be a 
faultless piece of cUy, kneaded up with blood. 
But that is true beauty, which has not only a sub- 
stance, but a spirit, — a beauty that^ we. must 
intimately know^ justly to appreciate, — a beauty . 
lighted uj) in conversation, where the mind shiiies, 
at it were, tiurough its casket, where, in the language 
of the poetf * the eloquent lUvd spoXe in her dheeks, 
4tnd so distinctly wrought, that toe might almost say 
her body thought,* An order and a mode of beatity, 
which, the more we know, the more we accy^e 
ourselves for not having hefore discovered thoso 
thousand graces which bespeak that their owner 
has a soul. This is that beauty which never cloys, 
posses^ng charms, as resistless se^. the fascinating 
Egyptian, for which Antony wisely paid the ba\ible 
of the world — a beauty like the rising of his own 
Italian suns, always enchanting, never the same. 

He that can please nobody, is not so'much to be 
pitied,' lui he that nobody can pleasci 

Revenge is a debt, in the paying of which, the 
grejatest knave is honest and sincere, and, so far 
as he is able, punctual. But there is a difference 
between a debt of revenge, and every other debt. 
By paying our other debts, we are equal with all 
mankind ; but in refusing to pay ^ AfeVA. ^l x^n^^*^^ 
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destruetive than ^ the cannon in (he camp of his 
sCfitagonist^ * * ,! - 

Expect ncfi ppii»ii withoui envy unta you tte 
d^d. lionours bestowed oft the ilkntrioYifl' dead, 
hav^in them no admiitiire of envy ; fot the IJvMig, 
pity tbcT dead ; and pity and erivy^ like oil toS 
vinegar,^ assimilate not ^ — \ 

' Urit enimfulgare^ sua qui prmgre^vat grtes 

* Infra se positas, extinctuSyanUibitur xdem^-*^ • , 

> Mental pleasures never cloy; unlike those of the 
body, they are increa8edl)y repetitioid, approved of 
by deflection) and strengthened by enjoyment. 
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Those who hay^e resources within themselves^ 
wjio-can dare to live alone^ want friends the leasts 
but at the saitie time, know how to- prize- them ih^ 
most. No company^ is far preferable to baJ, 
because we "are more apt Xo catch the vice$ of' 
others than their virtues, as disease isw far mpte 
contagious than health. 



• It is better to meet danger than to Wait for it. 
He that is on a leeshore and foresees a hurricane, 
stands out to sea, sund encounters a^ohn to avoid 
a ,ship>vreck. " And thus, th^ legislator whp meetar 
)3omeL evils, half subdues them. In the grievous 
dearth that visited the land of Egypt, Joseph fota-- 
stalled the evil, and adopted measures that pro- 
claimed tQ the nation, ' You. shall not feasi, fn order 
that you tttay riot fast ;• and although you must sub- 

. . -•,-"'• ' " " 

♦ He whose proud genius soars-aJ^oife the arts^ 
Bums while he shmes^but dead^ is loved a^otn.— 'PmL. 
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iftU Id a ^ftrciiy, you shall not endure Ik ikttuue.' 
^nd thioafe very persons -v^hoTiave been decried by 
shortsigiitedreasoners in tbisr country, as rejgriters 
and nviiiopoUzers, are$ in times of real deficiency; 
Iheitcftual Jo^^epljis of the land'. \^ Like the prmst^- 
iatores ii^ 0ie caftip of the RoHians, they spy put 
tlie na^(^eS8 of the knd hefore the niai^ body ^ 
are ai^vised of it, and by raising the price^ of the 
commodity, tako the oxffy mean^ to ensure an dcon- 
Qtof m the use of it* ' 

Louis the Fourteenth having become a king by 
the death of his^ minister, Mazarin, set upihe til^e 
of A. conquerw on his own account. The devil ' 
seated him as he does young gamesters, and hid 
!i^ryhigh for him at first, by granting him unexam- 
pled success ; he finished by punishing him with 
reverses equally unexampled*- Thus, that sun 
which he had taken for hia device^ although it rose 
>n cloudless majesty^ was doomed to set in obscu* 
nty,.tarnished by the smoke of his defeats, and 
tinged with i\^ blood of his isubjects. 

It is ail old sayings ^t ' Truth lies in a well,' but 
the mt^fodiune is^ that some m0n will use no dhaiik 
to draw her up, But that which is 4o long that it is^ 
the labdUr of their life to finish it; or if they live 
to complete it, it may be that the first linki are 
eaten up by rust, beforenhe last are ready. Others^ 
on the contrary, are so indolent, that they would 
attempt to draw up truth without any chain, or by 
means of one that is too short. Both of these will 
iniss their object. A wise uCian will prqyife. a; 
chain for this necessary-purpose^that haia^^lft^ 
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too mvcki nor a.link tQOli^e» iiti# oa^tibia to hm 
wili write * arshngd,^ and <m Ae lairtr, * W« iui;«mr'f 



^ Doubt is the vestibule -#hidi a2/ mus^ pass, 
before Aey can eitter into tlie ^mple of ^ris^^wn^^ 
theref<»rerwben;^e are inH[ioul>i^^^ puz?h& opt tbe 
truth hy our o^ exertions^- we liave ' gaioeds a 
something that wiU -s^y by lis,, and M^hieh^^l 
fierve vs, ^igain. l^v(t, if to -ayoid the tf oi^lei of tj|i« 
search, we ayail -Ourseljlres of the superior 'iia^rmtti^ 
tiOn of a friend, such kaov^liddge will not rema^t 
with us } we have-not bought yhXxl borrowed- iu. 
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Oreat nien; Hke comets, are eccentric .in thc^- 
courses, and rormed to do extensive good, by jmo^es 
unintelligibly to vulgarminds . Henoe^ hke those 
erratic orbs in. the fimsune^t, it is their- fate to be^ 
misdomprehended by fbok, and nusrepre^B^ted by 
knaves ; to be abused for all the good thev^actually' 
do, and to be accused-of ills with which tliey has^e- 
nothing to do, neither in design or execution.. • ^' 

Some men who have evinced n certain degreie of 
wit and talent in private companies,- fail miserably 
when they attempt to appear as^public characters 
4>n the grand theatre of hinnan life. Great m^n m 
a little circle, but lil^e men in a' great one^ they 
show their learning to ihe ignorant, but thi^ir igno- 
rance to the learned ;^e powers of their .mind 
sedicn to be parched .up md withered by the public 
gaze, as Welch cascaded before a * summer sun, 
"which, ly|r' the' by, we are told, are vastly fine in 
the winter, ;vdien nobody goes to see them. 

f*'4ft4s^ong-^^^ i Life IS shorL—J^. ' 



Cff!e^ DoeiQi often cd^taki their ends^ by tiieaib 
|)f93ifOftd lj>e igraap of vulgar intellect, and even iby 
methods diametrically opposite to those whiclitlie 
multitude would pursue. But, to effect this, be- 
4^]fmk9 |us iNTofound a knoiviHiedge of mind; as ' that 
philpsopber iovince^ of ^matter, whio first produced 
rice by ihe af^ncy of heat. 
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^hose that are the loudest in their threats, axe 
^i3 wee^^at in the execution of them. In spring* 
iskg a mine^ that which has done the most extensivss 
fln^hief tiots^s the smallest report ; and again, if 
ifip coiislder ihe effect of lightmng, it is probable 
^bat he that is killed by ii, heard no noise ; butthe 
Qumderolap whi^hibltows, and which ntost alaims 
4he igncNraiit, is the ^Usest proof of their safety. 

W0 most feadily iorgive that attack^ which 
iaffords us an <^portumty of leaping a splendid tri- 
.^fspb^ A wise man will not sally fordi from his 
ijjpors to oudgel a fool, who is ia the act of break- 
Jiig his wioikHvs, by pelting them with guineas^ 

That s(n author^s woik is the mirror c^ his ndnd, 
4$ a position that has led to veiy false conclusioiis. 
if Sat^ himself were to ymte a book, it would be 
In praise of vir^e, because the good would pus- 
<b^ it for uae, and the bad for ostentatiosf. 



It is ndt knont^ where he ffaaf invented ^ 
plough was bom, or v^here he died; yet he haft 
effected more for the hap^i^ness of ttTe world, than 
^he whole race of heroea and conquerors, d«^0 
hanre drenched it with tears, and manured it wilk 
lilo^aAd whose births paxetixage) «.iA ^^^si^^^)^^ 
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have b^en banded down to ns witb a precision pre- 
cisely proportionate to tbe mischief they have 
done« 

As tbe gout seems privileged to attack tbe bodies 
^^ tbe weSitky, so ennui seems to exert a similar 
prerogative over their minds. I should consider 
tbe middle and lower classes, in this country, in a 
great measure exempt from this latter malady of 
2ie mind ; first, because there is no vernacular 
name that fully describes it, in our language ; and 
secondly, because we shall find it difficult to explain 
Ibis disease to such persons ; they will admit how- 
ever, that they Kave sometimes thought a rainy 
Sunday, particularly tedious and long. In tbe con- 
stitution of our nature, it so happens, that pleasure 
cl<^s and hebetates the powers of enjoyment very 
soon, but that pain doeis not, by any means, in an 
equal proportion, dull tbe powers of suffering. A 
£t of the toothache, or the tic dolofeux, shall conti- 
nue their attacks witb slight intermissio]fl;:«br 
months, and the last pang shall be as acute as the 
first Again, we are so framed and fashioned, that 
bur sensations may continue alive for years, to tor- 
ment, after they have been dead for years, to tran- 
a|)Ort ; and it would be well, if old age, which has 
•been said to forbid the pleasures of youth, on 
penalty of death, interdicted us also from those 
pains which are unhappily as much or more the lot 
lOf the old than of tbe young. Tbe cold and shri- 
velled band of time is doubly industrious ; he not 
<mly plucks up flowers, but he plants thorns in their 
room ;^ and punishes the bad, with tbe rec6llections 
of the past, the sufferings of the present, and the 
an^cip&tion of tbe future, until death becomes their 
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' oldy remedy, because life Hath become their sole 
disease. If these observations be just, their appli- 
cation to ennui^ our present subject, is obvious. 
For he that does labour under acute pain, will be 
too much occupied for ennui ; and he that does 
not, has no right to indulge it, because. he is notia 
the fruition of vivid pleasure. It is not in the 
nature of things that vivid pleasure should conti- 
nue long ; their \exy continuance must make them 
eease to be vivid. Therefore, we might as well 
suffer ennui, because we are not angels but men. 
There are indeed, some spirits so ardent, that 
change of employment to them is rest, and their 
only fatigue a cessation from activity. But, even 
these, if they make pleasure a business, will be 
equally . subject to ennui, with more phlegmatic 
minds ; for mere pleasure, although it may refresh 
the weary, wearies the refreshed. Gaming has 
been resorted to by the affluent, as a refuge from 
ennui ; it is a mental dram, and may succeed for a 
moment, but, like all other stimuli, it produces indi^ 
rect debility ; and those who have recourse to it, 
will £uid that the sources of their ennui are far 
more inexhaustible than those of their purse. 
Ennui, perhaps, has made more gamblers than ava* 
.rice, more drunkards than thirst, and perhaps as 
many suicides as despair. Its only cure* is the 

* It would seem that employment is more efficacious in 
the cure of enmui than society. A ^oung Huron, in a village 
near Gluebec, emphatically ezclamiedto an English trave- 
ler, * On s'ennuie dans le village, et on ne s'ennuie jamais 
dans le bois.' We all remember the instance of that man 
of rank and title, who destroyed himself in full possession 
of everj' thing that could make life desirable, leaving it on 
record, that he committed the act, only because he was tired 
of puttiDir ^ his clothes in the morning, andt^Ss^^^^iSk^ 



p:uriBuit of sc^e desirable object; if tb;U object bo 
wojrtliy of our pursuit and our desires, the prog- 
nostics of a cur6 are still more favoyrable ; — ^if & 
object be a distant one, y^t affording constant 
oppcHTtunities of pursuit and advancement, the cure 
is certain, until the object be attained; — ^but if that 
object cannot be attained, nor eyen expected, until 
after death, although the n]^e$Ln8 of its attaimpent 
must last as long as our }ife, and occur as constaptly 
as the moments that compose it^ we may then 
exclaim ^ I have found* with more cause ,than the 
philosopher, and seek from the dpng Christian aa 
ipfallible nostrum for all the evils of enpuir 



Heaven may have happiness as utterly ittiluiOBito 
to us, as the gifl of perfect visioQ would be 1o f|^ 
maii born blind. If i^e ccmsider the inkts <>f idea«> 
SBiei from five aenses only, we may be srpe that 
the same being who created us, could have given 
us five hundred if he had pleased. Mutual love, pur» 
and exahed, founded on charms both mental a|0 
corporeal, as it constitutes the h^hest happiness to > 
earth, may, for any thing we know to the contrary, 
also form the lowest happiness of Heaven, And " 
it would appear consonant with the administratiiMa 
of Providence in other matters, that there should 
be such a link between earth and heaven ; ibr^ in... 
all cases, a chasm seems to be purposely avoided, 

again at night ; and fa thnes still near to m, Jkituii Mki^ 
docks, knd Henry anin, Esq of DubKh notoriety, ifee for^ 
mer in the clear unincumbered possession of six thousand 
pounds per annum, and both oi them in full possesdioii of 
health and c^ompetenee, de^itroyed themselves for no other 
reascm but bebause they were tired of the unvaried repe^ 
^itxoni and insipid aninseinents of life. 
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*pfude$de Deo,^* Thus, the material world has its- 
luiks, hy which it is made to shake hands, a& it 
werej with the vegetable — ^the vegetable with Xha 
aoinial-'— the animid with the intellectual — and the 
intellectual with what we may be allowed to hope 
of the angelic. 



Nothing is more common than to hear directly- 
opposite accounts of the same countries. The 
difference lies not in the reported, but the reporteri 
Some men are so imperious and overbearing in 
their demeanour, that they would represent even the 
islanders of Pelew, as insolent and extortionate ; 
others are of a disposition so conciliatory and 
unassuming, that they would have little that was 
harsh or barbarous to record, even of the Mussul- 
mans of Constantinople. 



It would be very unfortunate if there were no 
other road to Heaven but through Hell. /Yet this 
dangeroiK -and impracticable road has be^n attempt- 
ed by all those princes, potentates and statesmen, 
who have done evil, that good might come. 

Courage is incompatible with the fear of death; 
but every villain fears death,* therefore no villain 
can be brave. He may indeed possess the cou- 
rage of a rat, and fight with desperation when driven 
iptp a comer. If by craft and crime a successful 
adventurer should be enabled to usurp a kingdom, 
and to command its legions, there may be moments, 
when, like Richard on the field of Bosworth, or 
Napoleon on the plains of Marengo, all must be 

» nroveAtieiBUdomof Qoi.—^vt, \ 

13» ' 
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aUdc^; fth awfiil crisis, wlwiir, if bis Ibiivai) W 
overtunied, his sbafFdd must rise npcn^ iu nxbto^ 
Tlleiiy indeed, though the cloud of battie shoidcl 
loi^et OB his hopes, while its iron hail is rattiis^: 
arouiid him, the fieatest coward will hax^y fii^^ 
to ensure that death which he can only escape bj 
facing. Yet the glare of a courage thus elicited 
by danger, where fear conquers fear, is not to be 
cdmpared to that calm sunshine; which constantly 
cheers and illuminates the breast of him wh4» 
builds his confidence oil virtuoi^ principles ; it ia 
rather the transient and evan«$ceritli ginning of the 
storm, which derives half its lustre from the dark* 
ness that surrounds it. 



Thie absent man would wish to be thought a man 
of talent, by affecting to forget what sdl othtfft 
remember ; and the antiquarian is jn pursuit of the 
sanie thing, by remembering what all others have 
thot^ght proper to £prget. I cannot but atLsk, it 
would much improve society, firsts if all alsent wan 
wotil.d take into their heads to turn antiqUforiaHs ; 
and next, if all ajatiquarians iiroiild tfe tdtgent nteh^ 

To know a man, observe how he winshi^ object, 
rtlther than how he loses it ; for, When we fell, ottf 
pride supports us^ when We succeed, it betrs^ystts. 

Strong and sharp as our wit may be, i)t is jiot so 
strong as the memory of fools, nor so keen as their 
tesentment ; he that has not strength of mind to 
for^ve, is by no means weak enough to forget ; 
and it is much more ea^y to do a cruel idling, win 
to say a severe ona, , 
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loMtenitiuBei^b i& vcd^ diiScult to esUblish a i^uaa»,i 
Let aa waAKK^'^iirst work, have what merit it may, 
he wilMose, if he prints it himself; and being a 
notms homo in literature, his only chance is to give 
Hs first edition to his bookseller. It is true that 
the ix)ok8eller will offer terms extremely liberal to 
ibos^ who have established a reputation, and will > 
ld#e by many, who, like Scott, have written spirit- 
,ed!y for fame, but tamely for money. But, even in ^ 
idu.^ ease, the booksellers have no right to complain ; 
for these calculating Msecenases ought to remem- 
ber, that if they pay too dearly for the lees, they 
hkd^tie first sqtieezing of the grapes for nothing.* 

In addressing the multitude, we must remember 
to follow the advice that Cromwell gave his soldiers, 
^fire low^ This is the great art of the Methodists, 
^fas est et ah haste doceri.^\ If our eloquence be 
directed above the heads of our hearers, we shall 
do no execution. By pointing our arguments low^ 
we stand a chance of hitting their hearts, as well 
as their heads. In addressing angels, we could . 
hardly raise our eloquence too high ; but we^ must 
remember that men are not angels. Would we 
warm them by our eloquence, unlike Mahomet's 
mountain, it must come down to them, since they 
CSinnot raise themselves to it. It must come home 
io their wants and their wishes, to their hopes and 
^eir fears, to their families and their firesides, 
iPhe moon gives a far greater light than all the 
^ed stars put together, although she is much 

. ^ Those w)U>' continae to write after their wit is exhatlst4 
«d, inaj be compared to those old maids, who give us dM 
cup (^l^ood tea, out all the rest of milk and^K^'et. 
i Rts viu to leaT% of pur eriemiesv— '^^a^^ 
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smaller than any of them; the reason is, thait the 
stars are superior and remote, but the moon is infe* 
rior and contiguous. 

The plamest man who pays attention to womeUi 
will sometimes succeed as well as the handsomest 
man who does not. Wilkes observed to Lord 
Townsend, 'You, my lord, are the handsomest 
man in the kingdom, and I the plainest. But I 
would give your lordship half an hour's start, and 
yet come up with you in the affections of any wo- 
man we both wished to win ; because all thos^ 
attentions which you would omit on the score of 
fine exterior, I should be obliged to pay, owing to 
the deficiencies of mine.' . ' ^ 



Agriculture is the most certain source of strength, 
wealth and independence. Commerce fiourishes 
by circumstances precarious, contingent, transitory, 
almost as liable to change, as the winds and waves 
that waft it to our shores. She toay well be 
termed the younger sister, for, in all emergencies, 
she looks to agriculture, both for defence and for 
supply. The earth, indeed, is doubly grateful, in- 
asmuch as she not only repays forty fold to the 
cultivator, but reciprocally improves its improver,' 
rewarding him with strength, health, and ,vigour^ 
Agriculture, therefore, is the true officina militum;* 
and in her brave and hardy peasantry, she offers a 
legitimate and trusty sword, to those rulers that 
duly appreciate her value, and court her alliance. 
It is, however, more easy to convert husbandmen 
into excellent soldiers, than to imitate Romulus, 
who could at will reconvert them again. — He first 

* SifareAimse of soldiers, — Pos. 



ai0ijd4^ tltoae lAaferidb $bat conquer^ the world: 
a peasantry yictorious in war, laborious in peace, 
despisers of sloth, prepared to reap the bloodless 
h^^^Fe^ oi the sickle, after having, secured that of 
the sword. * The only eiriployments,' says Dion^ 
' iha^ Eomiilus left to freemen, were agriculture and 
warfwre ; for he observed that men so employed are 
mofe tc^petate, less entangled in the pursuits of 
forbidden love, and subject to that kind of avarice 
only, which leads them not to injure one another, 
bi|t tp enrich themselves at the expense of the 
ett#my^ Btit finding that each of these occupa- 
tiC^iMi separate ixom the other, is imperfect, and 
pirodupes murmurs ; instep of appointing one part 
ojf the men to till the eanh, and the other to lay 
wilste Ae enemy's country, according to the insti* 
tq^m of the Lacedemonians, he ordered the- same 
persons to exercise the employments, both of hus- 
Dandmen and of soldiers ; and accustomed them 
in time of peace, to live in the country and culti- 
vate the land, except when it was necessary for 
them to come to market, upon which occasions 
they were to meet in the city in order to traffic ; 
and to tiiat end he appointed a market to be held 
every ninth day. In time of war, he taught them 
the duty of soldiers, and not to yield to any other, 
In the fatigues or advantages that attend it.' 

Avarice has ruined more men' than prodigality, 
and the blindest thoughtlessness of expenditure 
hfts not destroyed so many fortunes, as the calcu- 
Uling but insatiable lust of accumulation. 

Some reputed saints that have been canonized, 
onghl to htv« been cannonaded ; aad^otCk^ Te;i^>]Xf^ 
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smners that have beea cannoDaded, ought to hare 
been canonized. 



To be satisfied with the acquittal of the world, 
though accompanied with the secret condemnation 
of conscience, is the mark of a little mind ; hut it 
requires a soul of no common stamp, to be satis- 
fied with his own acquittal, and to despise the con* 
demnation of the worlds 



An Irishman fights before he reasons, a Scotch-^ 
man reasons before he fights, an Englishman is not 
particular as to the order of precedence, but will 
do either to accommodate his customers. A 
modem general has said, that the best troops would 
be as follows : an Irishman half drunk, a Scotch* 
man half starved, and an Englishman with his belly 
full. 



If some persons were to bestow one half of their 
fortune in learning how to spend the other half, it 
would be money extremely well laid out. He that 
spends two fortunes, and, permitting himself to be 
twice ruined, dies at last a beggar, deserves no 
commiseration. He has gained neither experience 
from trial, nor repentance from reprieve. He has 
been ail his life abusing fortune without enjo3ring 
her, and purchasing wisdom without possessing her. 



Relations take the greatest liberties, and give 
the least assistance. If a stranger cannot help us 
with his purse, he will not insult us with his com- 
ments ; but with relations, it mostly happens that 
' thej are the veriest misers with regard to theiP) 
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.pmpdrty>but :perfect prodigals ia thr article of 
^vice. 



After l^pocrites, the greatest dupes 'the devil 
has, are those who exhaust an anxious existence 
in the disappointments and vexations of business, 
Tmd live miserably and meanly, only to die mag- 
nificently and rich. For, like the hypocrites, the 
Only disinterested action these men can accuse 
themselves of, is, that of serving the devil without 
receiving his wages ; for the assumed formality of 
the one, is not a. more effectual bar to enjoyment 
than the real avarice of the other. He thai stands 
every day of his life behind a counter, until he 
drops from it^nto the grave, may negotiate many 
very profitable bargains ; but he has made a single 
%ad one, sb bad, indeed, that it counterbalances all 
the rest ; for the empty foolery of dying rich, he 
has paid down his health, his happiness, and his 
.integrity; since a very old author observes, that 
/ as mortar sticketk between the stones, so stickeih 
fraud between buying and selUng.\ Such a world- 
ling may be compared to a merchant, who should 
^put a rich cargo into a vessel, embark with it him- 
self, and encounter dl the perils and privations of 
the sea, although he was thoroughly convinced 
beforehand, that he was only providing for a ship- 
wreck, at the end of. a troublesome and tedious 
voyage. 

Women do not transgress the bounds of deco- 
.rum so often as men, but when they do, they go 

S eater lengths. For with reason somewhat weaker, 
ey have to contend with passioiv^ %o\ftfc^\k»N. 
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•Ironger ; !>eBid<i8, a femite hy <m§ ixktm^ksnok 
forfeits her place in society for ever ; if onc^ she 
falls, it is the fall of Lucifer. It is hard^ hideedi 
that the law of opimon should be mosn i^eyere on 
that sex which is least able to bea^ it ; but 90 it i^ 
and if the sentence be harsh, the su^erer should ]b^ 
reminded that it was passed by her peers, Thjerer 
fore, if once a woman breaks through th# barrier^ 
of decency^ her case is desperate ; and if she goe^ 
greater lengths than the men, and l^aves^e pal^ 
of propriety farther behind her^ ft is because she ip 
aware that ail retvrn is prohibited, and by Q,OQe dp 
strongly as by her own Siei^. We may ako ad^f*^ 
that as modesty is the richest ornament pf a wom^, 
the want of it is her greatest deformity, for the betf 
ter the thing, the worse will ever be its perversioih- 
and if an angel fall^y die transition must be to 1^ 
demon. 



Of the professions^ rt may be sftid, that i ^^^cr* 
are becoming too popular, parsons too kz^fS^ti^i^ 
icians too mercenary, and lawyers tcfty powerful* 

Most men abuse courtiers, and affect fo despii)^ 
courts ; yet most men are proud of the acquaihjif*' 
ance of the one, and would be glad to live in thfr 
other* 



Evils are more fo be dreaded from the sudden^ 
ness of their attack, than from their magnitude^ or 
-their duration. In the stpnhB of life, those thaH 
are foreseen are half overcome,, but the tifftyeriis tt 
just causer of alarm to the helmsman,^ pouncing <^ 
the vessel; as an eagle on her prey. 



Homefy ti^ cont^iited witK niftkihg liii^ hi^tb 
iflftflrieirable erery where but in the heel, and sd 
ttvtrift of foot, that if he did run nobody could catch 
him, completes the whole by making a god hi^ 
blacksmith, and t;6vering him, like a rhinoceros, 
tv^ith a coat of mail from a superhuman manufao- 
tdry. "With all those advantages, since his object 
tras to surprise his readers, he should have made 
his bully a coward^ rather than a hero. 

Of method, this may be said, if we make it omr 
slave, it is well ; but it is bad if we are slaves t6 
method. A gentleman once told me, that ho made 
it a regular rule to read fifty pages every day of 
some author or other, and on no account to fall 
short of that number, or to exceed it. I silently 
tet him down for a man who might have taste to 
tead something worth writing, but who never could 
lisive genius himself to write any thing worth 
reading. ^ ' ' 

Deliberate with caution, but act with decisioti ; 
and yield with graciousness, or oppose with firm- 
ness. 



There are many good-natured fellows, who have 
paid the forfeit of their lives to their love of ban- 
tering and raillery. No doubt they have had 
much diversion, but thev have purchased it too 
ded-r. Although their wit and their brilliancy may 
have been often extolled, yet it has at last been 
extinguished for ever ; and by a foe, perhaps, who 
has neither the on© nor the other, but who foUnd 
it easier to point a sword than a repaile^, Wisaw^ 
tcard of a man in the provmce ol 15exv^A^^\tfiV^ 

14 
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^ddilton of the most disinterested derotednea^, 
^d powerful protection. Generosity enters so 
much into the constitution of courage, that, vfitii 
ibe exception of the great Duke of Marlborough,^ 
ve shall hardly find an instance of undaunted 
personal bravery, coexisting in the same breast, 
with great avarice. The self-denial of Christianity, 
the magnanimity of chivalry, all that is splendid 
in history, or captivating m romance, seems to 
have been made up of courage, or generosity, or 
of both. In fact, true courage, well directed, 
can neither be overpaid nor overpraised. A hero 
is not composed of common materials ; his ex- 
pense is hazard, his coin is blood, and out of the 
very impossibilities of the coward he cuts a peril-, 
ous harvest with the sword. We cannot aspire to. 
so high a character on cheaper terms, otherwise 
FaistafF's soldiers might be allowed their clain^ 
^ince they were afraid of nothing, but danger. It 
is unfortunate, however, that presence of mind ist 
always most necessary, when absence of body 
would be most desirable ; and there is this paradox 
in fear, he is most likely to insoire it in others, who 
has none himself. 

Natural good is so intimat^y oonnected wilib 
moral good, ajid natural evil with moral evil, thai I 
am as certain as if I heard a voice from heaven 
proclaim it, that Grod is on the side of virtue. 

* At a certain diplomatic dinner, where there were many) 
foreigners of distmction, the duke gave for a toast, ' Mt 
(iueen.* One of the party, who sat njjLi to Prince Ei^ene. 
mquired of him, in a wlusper, * whaTc^ueen his grace'had 
^veo^ * I know of no queen that is his particular ft vour- 
/^ 'rubied the prince, ^except it heregiata ftciima,* 
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H# has learned much, and has not lived in Yain, 
who has practicaUy discovered the most strict an4 
necessary connexion that does, and will ever exists 
between vice and misery, virtue and happiness. 
The ^eatest miracle that the Almighty coudd per- 
form, woyld be, to make a bad man happy, even in 
)[ieaven ; he must unparadise that blessed place to 
accomplish it. In its primary signification, all vice, 
$hat is, all excess, brings on. its own punishment, 
even here. By certain fixed, settled, and estab- 
lished laws of Him who is the Grod of Nature, 
^excess of every kind destroys that constitution, 
which temperance would preserve. The debau* 
chee ofifers up his body a * living sacrifice^ to sin. 

To know exactly how much mischief may be 
ventured upon with impunity, is knowledge sufii* 
cient for a little great man. 

Logic is a large drawer, containing some useful 
instruments, and many more that are superfiuoua. 
A wise man will look into it for two purposes, to 
avail himself of those instruments that are really 
useful, and to admire the ingenuity with which 
those that are not so, are assorted and arranged. 



Some have wondered, that disputes about opin- 
ions should so often end in personalities ; but the 
&cjt is, that such disputes begin with personalities, 
for our opinions are a part of ourselves. 

Many who find the day too long, think life too 
9hort ; but short as life is, some find it long enough 
to outlive their Qharacters, their consUtwtv;s^^^^4^ 
their estates. 
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As he gives proof of a sound and vigorous body, 
that accidentally transgressing the line of demar-^ 
cation, is confined to the pest-house, and at the end 
of his quarantine, comes out without being infected 
by the plague, so he that can live in courts, those 
hospitals of intellectual disease, without being con-< 
taminated by folly or corruption, gives equal proof 
of a sound and vigorous mind. But, as no oner 
thinks so meanly of a conjurer as his own zany, 
so none so thorotighly despise a court, as thosa 
who are thoroughly acquainted with it, particularly 
if to that acquaintance they also add due know- 
ledge of themselves ; for many have retired in 
disgust from a court which theyye^ they despised, 
to a solitude which they merely fancied they could 
enjoy, only, like Charles the Fifth, to repent of 
their repentance. Such person^ sick of others, 
yet not satisfied with themselves, have closed each 
eventless day, with an anxious wish to be liberated 
from so irksome a hberty, and to retire from 90 
melancholy a retirement ; for it requires less 
strength of mind to be dissatisfied with a court, than 
to be contented with a cloister, since, to be disgusted 
with a court, it is only necessary to be acquainted 
with courtiers ; but to enjoy a cloister, we must 
have a thorough knowledge of ourselves. 

Oceans of ink, reams of paper, and disputes infl* 
nite, might have been spared, if wranglers had 
avoided lighting the torch of strife at the wrong end ; 
since a tenth part of the pains expended in attempt- 
ing to prove the why, the where, and the when, 
Certain events have happened, would have been 
more than sufiOicient to prove that they never kap*^ 
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Tbe most admired statues of the Pagan dt^iti^s, 
were produced in an age of general infidelity ; and 
the Romans, when sincere believers in their mytho* 
Ipgy, had not a single god tolerably executed ; yet 
iSeneca observes that these primitive ^fictiles dei^ 
these gods of clay, were much more prc^itious. 
ilian those of marble, and were worshi{^ed with an 
adoration more ardent and sincere. Something 
similar to what happened to the religion of impe* 
rial, has since happened to that of pontifical Rome. 
Formerly, that altar was contented with utensils of 
wood, and of lead, but its rites were administered 
by an Austin and a Chrysostom — ^priests of gold ! 
Things are now reversed ; the altar of St. Peter, 
says Jortin, has golden utensils, but leaden priests ! 



It rarely happens^ that the finest writers are the 
most capable of teaching others their art. If 
Shakspeare himself had been condemned to write 
k system of metaphysics explanatory of his magic 
influence over all the passions of the mind, it 
would have been a dull and unsatisfactory work; 
a heavy task, both to the reader and to the writer. 
All preceptors, therefore, should have that kind of 
genius described by Tacitus, ' equal to their busi- 
ness, but not above it ;' a patient industry, with 
competent erudition; a mind depending more on 
its correctness, than its originality, -and on its 
memory, rather than on its invention. If we wish 
to cut glass, we must have recourse to a diamond; 
but if it be our task to sever iron or lead, we must 
make use of a much coarser instrument. To sen- 
tence a man of true genius to the drudgery of «. 
iphool, is to put a racehorse itk «^ \TciSi« 



Histrionic talent is not so rare a gift sis tiotne 
imagine: it is both overrated and overpaid. That 
the requisites for a firstrate actor demand a com* 
bination not easily to be found, is an erroneous 
assumption, ascribable, perhaps, to the following 
. causes : the inarket for this kind of talent must 
always be understocked, because very few of those 
who are really qualified to gain theatrical fame, 
will condescend to start for it. To succeed, the 
candidate must be a gentleman by nature, and a 
scholar by education ; t^ere are many who can 
justly boast of this union, hut out of that many, 
how few are there that would seek or desire the- 
atrical celebrity. The metropolitan theatre, there- 
fore, can only be recruited from the best samples 
.which the provincial theatres will afford, and this 
is a market, abundant as to quantity, but extremely 
deficient as to quality. Johnson told Garrick that 
he and his profession were mutually indebted to 
each other; *Your profession,' said the doctor, 
* has made you rich, and you have made your pro- 
fession respectable.' Such men as Smith, Garrick, 
Kemble, and Young, might do honour to any pro- 
fession, and would, perhaps, have succeeded in 
any ; but their attempting success in^ this depart- 
ment is nrachniore extraordinary than their attaming 
it ; in general, those who possess the necessary ' 
qualifications for an actor, also feel that they de- 
serve to be something better, and this feeling dic- 
tates a more respectable arena^ Neither is the 
title to talent bestowed by the suffrages of a metro- 
politan audience always unequivocal. — Such an 
audience is indeed a tribunal from which an' actor 
has no appeal ; but there are many causes which 
conspire to warp and to hias its judgment ; and it 



t. 
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often happens^ that it is more difficult to pUxife a 
country audience , ihin a London one. In a coun- 
try theatre, there is nothing to bribe our decisions ; 
tiie principal actor is badly supported, and must 
depend solely oji himself. In a London theatre, 
the blaze of light and beauty, the splendour of the 
scenery, the skill of the orchestra, are all adsciti- 
tious attractions, acting as avant couriers for the 
. performer, and predisposing us to be pleased. Add 
to this that the extended magnificence of a metro- 
politan stage defends the actor from that micro- 
scopic scrutiny, to which he must submit in the 
country. We should also remember, that at times 
iit requires more courage to praise, than to censure, 
and the metropolitan actor will always have this 
advantage over the provincial, if we are pleased, 
our taste is flattered in the one instance, but sus- 
pected in the other. 

Envy, if surrounded on all sides by the bright- 
ness of another's prosperity, . like the scorpion, 
confined withiii a circle of fire, will sting itself to 
death. 



We should not be too niggardly in our praise, 
• for men will do more to support a character, than 
to raise one. 



There are no two things so much talked of, and 
80 seldom seen, as virtue and the funds. 



The depravity of human nature is a favourite 
topic with the priests, but they will not brook that 
the laity should descant upon it: in this, respect 
tSh^ey may be compared to those bsis^xA^ ^'ii^il^ 
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freely abuse tlieir own wives, imt are ready to ctit 

the throats of any other man who does so. 

- ,1111 I 

If you cannot avoid a quarrel with a blackguard, 
let your lawyer manage it, rather than yourself. 
No man sweeps his own chimney, but employs a 
chimney-sweeper, who has no ohjection to dirty 
work) because it is his trade. 



It is easier to pretend to be what you are not, 
than to hide what you really are ; he that can ac- 
complish ^both, has little to learn in hypocrisy^ 

In any public scheme or project, it is advisable 
Uiat the proposer or projector should not at first 
present himself to the public as the sole mover ih 
the affair. His neighbours will not like his egd^ 
tism, if he be atall ambitious, nor will they willingly 
co-operate in any. thing that may place an equsd a 
single step above their own heads. Dr.^Fxattkiin" 
was the projectdT of many use&l institutions m 
the infant state of America. He attained, his 
object, and avoided envy, for he himself informs 
us, that his secret was, to propose the measure at 
first, not as originating in himself alone, but as the 
joint recommendation of a few friends. The doc-* 
tor was no stranger to the workings of the human 
heart ; for if his measures bad failed, their failure 
would. not be attributed to him alone, and if they 
succeeded, some one else would claim the" ment 
of being the first planner of them. But whenever 
this happens, the original projector will be sure to' 
gain from the envy of mankind, that justice, which 
ne must not expect from their gratitude ; for all 
Ae rest of the members will not patiently see* aii- 



6^^ run away witb the medt of that phtn, wMdh 
originated in the firtst projector alone, who wiR, 
therefore, be sure to reap his full due of pnuse in 
the end, and with that interest which nsafikind will 
always cheerfully pay, not so mirch for the jastic^ 
of rewarding the diffident, as for the pleasure of 
lowering the vain. • 



Some well meaning Christians tremble for their 
salvation, because they have never gone through 
that valley of tears and of sorrow, which they 
have been taught to consider as an ordeal that must 
be passed through, before they can arrive at regen- 
eration : to satisfy such minds, it may be observed, 
that the slightest sorrow for sin is sufficient, if it 
produce amendment, and that the greatest^is insuf- 
ficient, if it do not. Therefore, by their own fruits 
let them prove themselves ; for some soils will take 
the good seed, without being watered l^ tears, dr 
harrowed up by affliction. 

Shakspeare, Butler, and Bacon, have 'rendered 
it extremely difficult for all who eome after them, 
to be sublime, witty, or proifound. 

If you have cause to suspect the integrity of on« 
with whom you must have dealings, take care that 
you have no communkation with him, if he has his 
friend and you have not ; you are playing a dangerous - 
game, in which the odds are two to one against you. 

Wh^sn the Methodists first decide on the doctriiife 
they approve, and then choose such pastors as they 
know will preach no other, they act as. wisely aa 
a patient, who should send fox ^.^^ws«2i!i^'«^ 

15 



170 LACOPJ. 

then prescribe to kim what .medicines he ought to 
adyise. 



A necessitous aian, who gives costly ^dinners, 
pays large sums to be laughed at. 

Examinations are formidable, even to the best 
prepared, for the greatest fool may ask, more than 
the wisest man can ans^wer. 



It is better to have recourse to a quack, if he 
cvLn cure our disorder, although he cannot explain 
it, than to a physician, i( he can explain our disease, 
but cannot cute it. In a certain consultation of 
physicians, they all differed about the nature of 
an intermittent, and all of them were ready to 
define the disorder. The patient wa&a king. At 
length an empiric, who hadheen called in, thus in- - 
terposed i ' Gentlemen, you all seem to differ about 
the nature of an intermittent, p^rmit me to explain 
it : an intermittent, gentlemen, is a disorder which 
i can cure, and which you cannot/ 

It is a serious doubt, whether a wise man ought 
to accept of a thousand years of life, even provided 
that those three important advantages of health, 
youth, and riches, could be securely guarantied 
unto him. - But this i§ an offer that can never tie 
refused, for it will never be made. Taking things 
as they really are, it must be confessed that lifi?, 
after forty, is an anti-climax, gradual indeed, and 
progressive with some, but steep and rapid with 
others. It would be well if old age diminished 
OUT perceptibilities to pain, in the same proportion 
fiuit it does our sensib0ities to pleasure ; and if life 
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liis beeq, termed a feast, those favoured few sare the 
most ferU^iate guests, who are not compelled to sit 
at the table, when tliey can no longer partake of 
the banquet The misibrtune is thatt body and 
mind, like man and wife, do not always agree to 
die together^ It is bad when the mind survives the 
body ; and worse still when the body survives the 
mind ; but, when both these survive our spirits, our 
hopes, and our health, this is worst of all. 



As some consolation for the fears of the brave, 
and the follies of the wise, let us reflect on the 
mi^pmnimity that has been displayed by t)ie weak, 
and the disinterestedness that has been evinced by 
the mistaken ; by those who have indeed grossly 
^rred, but have nobly acted. This reflection wiU 
increase our veneration for virtue, when even it» 
shadow has produced substantial good, and uiicon-* 
qnerable heroism ; since a phantom, when mis- 
taken for her, has been pursued with an ardour that 
gathered force from opposition, constancy from per-^ 
secution, and victory from death. 



There is this difference between happiness and 
wisdom 1 ha that thinks himself the happiest man, 
really is so ; but he that thinks himself the wisest^ 
is generally the greatest fool. 

Aristotle has said, that man is by nature a social 
animal, and he might have added, a seliish one too. 
Heroism, Self-denial and magnanimity, in all instan- 
ces, where they do not soring from a principle of 
' religidn, are but splendid altars on whicH we sacri-' 
flee one kind of self-love to another. X think it isr 
Adam Smith who has observed, thu 11 ^ xftscBL \bii,. 
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£un^ were to go to bed with ^e coimetioa thai ' 
at the hour of twelve on the following morning, tha 
whole empire of China would be swaUpwed up by 
an earthquake, it would not disturb his night's rest, 
so much as the certainty, that, at the same h6ui, 
he^himself would be obliged to undergo the ampu- 
tation of his little finger. It seems to be a law of 
our nature, intended perhaps for our preservation, 
that little evils, coming home to ourselves, should 
affect us more than great evils, at a distance, hap- 
pening to others ; but they jnust be evils that we 
caxmot prevent, and over which we have no control ; 
for perhaps, there is no man who would not lose a 
little finger to save China. It has been also 
remarked, that if a state criminal were to be exe- 
cuted opposite the doors of the theatre, at the mo- 
ment of the performance of the deepest tragedy, 
the emptiness of the house', and the sudden aban- 
donment of the. seats, would immediately testi^^ 
how much more we are interested by witnessing 
real misery than artificial. The result of sucQi aot 
experiment would probably be this^ that the galle** 
ries would be wholly deserted, and the boxes in 
part, but . that the far greater part of the portion 
of the audience in the pit would keep their stations ; 
for the extremes of luxury,*", on the one hand, and 

* It was from the pavilion of pleasure and enjoyment 
that the Fourteeiith Louis sent out his orders for the devas- 
tation of the- whole Palatinate | and it was from the bowl 
and the banquet, that Nero issued forth to fiddle to the 
flames of Rome ; and, on the contrary, it was from the 
loathsome. bed of a most foul and incurable disease that 
Herod decreed the assassination of the Jewish nobility; 
and Tippoo Saib ordered the muf der of a corps of Chns- 
tian slaves, the most cruel act of his cruel life, at a moment 
when he justly anticipated his own death, and the confla- 
gration of his capital. 
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if misery on the otter, have a decided teiiv^ency to 
harden the human mind : the middle tlass, inas- 
much as it is equally removed from both these 
extremes, seems to be that particular meridian, 
under which all the kindlier affections, and the finer 
sensibilities of our nature most readily flourish and 
abound. Even if the theatre were wholly emptied 
on such aii occasion as that which I have noticed 
^bove, it would not appear that we should be war-» 
ranted in affirming, that we are creatures so con^ti^ 
tuted as to derive happiness, not only from our own 
pleausures, but from another's pains. For sympa- 
thy, in some temperameritSj will produce the same 
tondact with insensibility in othets, and the 
effects will be similar, alf houg'h the causes that pro- 
duce them will be opposite. The famous * ama-* 
teur Anglais,^ who crossed the channel to witnesiS 
an execution at Paris, was never suspected of a 
lurant of feeling ; but the servant girl, recorded by 
Swift, who walked seven miles in a torrent of rain, 
to sefe a criminal hanged, and returned crying and 
sobbing because the man was reprieved, may with- 
out any breach of Christian charity, be accused of 
k total want of compassion and benevolence. 

Analogy, although it is not infallible, is yet that 
telescope of the mind by which it is marvellously 
assisted in the discovery of both physical aiid 
moral truth. Analogy has much in store'for men; 
but babes require milk, and there may be intellec- 
tual food which the present state of society is not 
fit to partake of ; to lay such before it, would be as 
absurd as to give a quadrant to an Indian, or a^ 
loona to a Hottentot. There is a time for ^\L 
things, and it was necessary \laat ^eetv-aioi^XaXfe^S. 

15* 
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civilization and refinement should precede, and as 
it wefef prepare the human mind for the reception 
even of the noblest gift it has ever receiveid, the 
law of God revealed by Christianity. Socrates 
was termed a Christian, bom some centuries before 
his time. A state of society like the present, 
obscured by selfishness, and disturbed by warfare, 
presents a medium almost impervious to the ray 
of moral truth ; the muddy sediment must subside^ 
and the tempest must cease, before the sun can 
illuminate the lake. I foresee the period, when 
some new and parent idea in morals, the matrix of 
abetter order of things, shall reconcile us more 
completely to God, to nature, and -to ourselves. 
In physics, there are many discoveries already 
made, too powerful to be safe, too unmanageable 
to be subservient. Like the behemoth, described 
by Job, who could neither be tamed to render sport 
for the maidens, nor to bend his neck to the plough, 
so these discoveries in physics have not yet been 
subdued by any hand bold enough to apply them, 
either to the elegancies, or to the necessities of 
life. Let any man reflect on the revolution pro- 
duced in society by two simple and common things, 
glass and gunpowder." What then? Shall some 
discoveries in physics be so important as to pro- 
duce a complete revolution in society, and others 
so powerful that the very inventors of them havQ 
not as yet dared to apply them, and shall not dis- 
coveries in morals be allowed a still more para- 
mount and universal influence ; an influence the 
greater, in proportion as matter is inferior to mind t 
For we must remember that analogy was that 
powerful engine, which in the mind of a Newton 
oiscovered to us the laws of all other worlds y and 
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m that of a Columbus put us in full po^sessioa ^{ 
our own. 

Society, like a shaded silk, must be viewed ill 
ill situations, or its colours will deceive us.— rGold- 
smitli observed, that one man who travels through 
Europe on foot, and. who, like Scriblenis, makeis 
his legs his compasses, and another who is whisked 
through in a chaise and four, wiU form very differ* 
ent conclusions, at the end of their journey. The 
philosopher, therefore, will draw his estimate of 
human nature, by varying as much as possible his 
own situation, to multiply the points of view under 
which he observes her. Uncircumscribed by lineei 
of latitude or of longitude, he will examine h^ 
buttoned up and laced in the forms and ceremonies 
(ff civilization, and at her ease, unrestrained, in tha 
jht and feathered costume of the savage. He will 
Eso associate with the highest without servility^ 
and with the lowest without vulgarity. In short, 
in the grand theatre of human life, he will visit the 
pit and the gallery, as well as the boxesj but he 
will not inform the boxes that he comes amongst 
Aem from the pit, nor the pit that be visits them 
from the gallery. 

A second profession seldom succeeds, not be- 
cause a man may not make himself fully equal to 
Hs duties, but because the world will not readily 
believe he is so. The world argue thus ; he that 
has failed in his first profession, to which he dedi*' 
cated the morning of his life, and the spring-time 
of his exertions, is not the most likely person tQ 
master a second. To this it may be replied, th^ ^ 
& man's first profession is often eh<^eTilox\siS£L\?|.^^ 
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firbiU the present state of* Greece and Rome cM 
pared with the ancient. Give these nations back> 
their former governments, and all their national^ 
energies would return, and enable them to accom- 
modate themselves to anjr conceivable change of 
climate I but no conceivable change of climate 
would enable theifl to recover their former energies-. ' 
In fact,' so powerful are all the causes, that are 
connected with changes in their governments, that 
they have sometimes made whole nations alter as 
suddenly and as capriciously as individuals. The 
Romans laid down their liberties at the feet of 
Nero, who would not even lend them to Cesar ; 
and we have lately seen the whole French nation 
rush as one man, from the very extremes of loyalty^ 
to behead the mildest monarch that ever ruled 
them I and conclude a sanguinary career of plun' 
der, by pardoning and renewing a tyrant, to whom 
their blood was but water, and their groans but 
•wind ; thus they sacrificed one, a martyr to his 
clemency, and they rewarded another, who lives to 
boast of his murders. 



He that gives a portion of his time and talent icf: 
the investigation of mathematical truth, will come 
to ^ all other questions with a decided advantage 
over his opponents. He will be in argument wluit 
the a&cient Romans were in the field; to them the. 
day of battle was a day of comparative recreation, 
because they were ever accustomed to exercise 
with arms much heavier than they fought; and 
their reviews diflfered from a real battle iti two 
respects, they cti«ounterec( more fatigue, but the 
victory was bloodless. 
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A peace, for the making of which the negoci^ti^ 
Jbas been the most liberally rewarded,, is usuaUy |i 
Jbad peace. He is rewarded on the score of 
liaving overreached his enemy, and for having 
made a peace, the advantages of which are cleariy 
on his own side. Such a peace will not be kept : 
and that is the best peace which is most, likely to 
be the firmest. Now, a peace where Ae advan- 
tages are balanced^ and which consults the good 
of both parties, is the firmest, because both par- 
ties are interested in its preservation ; for parch- 
ment bonds, and seals of state, will not restrain a 
discontented nation, that has arms in her hands, 
imd knows how to use them. 



No men despise physic so much as physicians, 
because no men so thoroughly understand how 
little it can perform. They have been tinkering 
the human constitution four thousand years, in 
order to cure about as many disorders. The result 
4s, that mercury and brimstone are the only two 
specifics they have discovered. All the fatal malar 
dies continue to be what they were in the days of 
Paracelsus, Hippocrates, and Galen, ' opprobria 
medicorum.^* It is true that each disorder has a 
thousand prescriptions, but not ^ jingle r emedy. 
They pour a variety of salts and acids into a mar- 
ble mortar, and expect similar results when these 
ingredients are poured into the human stomach: 
but what can be so groundless as reasonings built 
pn such analogies ?t The marble mortar admit^^ 

♦ T^ disgrace of physicians. — Pub. 

t It is more safe to imitate the conduct of the late Dr. 
fleberden. He paid the strictest attention to sjrmptoms^ 
HAd to temperaments, and having ascertained xYies«^Vo^C\^ 
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'^e agdney of atmosplierical air, which cannot be 
iBai^ of the human stomach ; and, again, the st6m- 
ach possesses life* and the gastric juice, wMch 
timnot be said of the marble mortar. 



There are two metals, one of which is compo^* 
Bent in the cabinet, and the other in the camp— 
^old and iron. He that knows how to apply them 
both, may indeed attain the highest station^ but 
he tnust know something more, to keep itv It has 
been doubted whether Cromwell, with all his pre- 
tended sanctity, and all his real courage, could 
liave maintained his power one year longer, even 
if he had not died on the anniversary of that very 
day, which he had always considered as the most 
fortunate of his life. For Cromwell had also hi» 
iigh destinies y and his lucky days. 



Antithesis may be. the blossom of wit, but it wiU 
ireter arrive at maturity unless sound sense be the 
^runk, and truth the root. 

V 

^best of hiis judgment, he prescribed such remedies as hi 
jkad always observed tobe beneficisl to others tinder sim^v 
eircumstances ; and what was of still greater consequencei 
he carefully avoided what long experience had taught him 
'Would do harm. Here he stoppea, for he was not so pre- 
sumptuous as to frame theories to explain the why^ and thfe 
wherefore, this did harm, or that did good *, he was fo0 
mudi occtrpied in things of greater importance, well know* 
WT that the wisest of us mow nothing of life, but hy its 
effects, and that the consequences of every prescription, 
are far more ckar and apparent, than the causes that pro- 
duce them. 

♦ The gastric juice will not act upon a living stomach, 
although It win rapidly decompose a dead one. 



'Posthumous chanties- are the^earyr* ess^ce of 
seifishhess j yi^l;ien bequeathed ijy those, who when 
alive, WQuljd paft with nothing. In Catholic coun- 
tnes there is no mortmain act;.' and thpse. who, 
when dying, empoverijsh their relations by leaving 
their fortunes to be expended in masses for them*- 
selves, have been shrewdly isaid to leave their, own 
86ids their heirs. 



;The science of die mathematics performs more 
than it prormses, but the science of metaphysics 
promises more than it performs. The Study of the^ 
mathematics, like the ^Nile, begins in minuteness, 
but ends in magnificence ; but tlie study of meta- 
physics begins with a torrent of tropes, and a copi- 
ous current of words ; yet loses itself at last in 
obscurity and conjec|ure, lik^ the Niger in his bar- 
ren deserts of sand. 



To be continually subject to ^he- breath of slan- 
der, will tarnish the purest virtue, as a constant 
exposure to the atmosphere will obscure the bright- 
ness of the finest gold ; but in either case^ the real 
value of both continues the same, although thier 
currency may be somewhat impeded. 

The mob is a monster with the hands ^f Bria-. 
reiis, but the head of Polyphemus — strong to exe- 
cute, but blind to perceive. . , 

When we ?ipply to the conduct of the ancient 
Bomans, the pure, and unbending principles of 
Christianity, we try tho6e noble delinquents unjustly, 
inasmuch as we condemn them by the severe sen- 
tence of an ^ eix: posi facto^ iaiw, 

16 
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Strong as ouf passiDns are, they may be sisaveA 
into' submission, and^ conquered wifiiout beiog 
killed. 



Great men, like great cities, have many crooked 
arts and dark alleys in their hearts, whereby he 
that knows them may save himself much time and 
trouble. * 



There are some men- who are fortune's favour- 
ites, and whg, like eat§, light forever upon their 
legs ; didappers, yf'komii you had stripped naked 
and thrown oyer Westminster bridge, you might 
meet on the very next day, 'with bag-wigs on their 
heads, swords by their sides, laced co^ts upon thek 
backs, and money in .their pockets. 

W^ may doubt of the existence of matter, ^ we 
please, and, likfe Berkely, deny it, without subject^ 
ing ourselves to the sjiame of a very conclusive 
^ confutation ; but there is this remarkable difference 
between matter and mind ; lie that doubts the^ ex- 
istence of mind, by (^oiAit/jg-, proves it. 

Tlie policy of drawing a public revenue from the 
privatfe vices of drinking and of gamifig, is as pur- 
blind as it is pernicious ; for temperate men drink 
the most, because they drink the longest ; and a 
gamester-contributes much less to the revenue than 
the industrious, because he is much sooner ruine|3L.^ 
When Mandeville maintained that private vices" 
were public benefits j he did not calculate the widely 
destructive influence of bad example. To affirm 
that a. vicious man is only his otott. enemy, is about 



LAC ON. 183 

as wise as to affirm that tr yirtuous Inan is only Ma 
>Km friend. 



Russia, like the elephant, is rather unwieldy in 
a^cking others^ but most formidable in defending 
herself. She proposes this dilemma to all inva-^ 
ders — a dilenmia that Napoleon discovered too late. 
The horns of it are short and simple,, but strong. 
Corae unto me with few, and I will overwhelm you ; 
€ome to me with many, and you shall overwhelm your-^ 
selves. ' ' 



The art of destruction seems to have proceeded 
/geometrically, while the art of preservation cannot 
be said to have advanced even jn a plain arithmet- 
ical progression; for there are but two specifics 
known tiuit will infallibly cure their two Respective 
diseases. ' The mddes of /destroying life have 
increased so rapidly, that conquerors Jiave not to 
consider how to murder men, but out of die num- 
berless methods invented, are only puzzled which 
to choose."^ If any tiation should hereafter dis- 
' OQver a new.m6de of more inevitable destruction to 
Its enemies, than is yet known, (and some late ex-« 
peiiments in chymistry make this supposition far 
from improbable), it would, in that case, become 
-^solutely necessary for all neighboimng nations to 
attempt a similar discovery.; or that nation, which 
continued in sole possession of so tremendous a 
secret, would, like the serpent of Aaron, swallow 
^. up all the neighbouring np^tions^andrultimately sub- 
^ jugate the -world; Let such a -secret- be at oiice 
known by any particular nation^ and by the activity 
of all neighbouring states, in evety possible effort 
of vigilant and sleepless espionage, ^tA Vj ^^ 
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aDegation, withotit bolstering up tlieir rickety jacFg- 
ments in the swaddling bands of antiquity, their 
doating nurse and preceptress. — Thus, they wilinot 
be satisfied to isay that content is a blessing, that' 
time is a treasure, or that self-knowledge i» to be 
desired, t^ithout quoting Aristotle, Thalesj or Cle- 
obulus; and yet these very meii, if they met ano^ 
ther walking in noonday by the smoky light of a 
lantern, would be the fh*st to stop and ridicule such 
conduct, but the last to recognise in kisfoUy, their 
own. 



Mystery magnifies dang^, as the fog the sun. 
The hand that unnerved Belshazzer derived its most 
horrifying influence from the want of a body; and 
death itself is not formidable in what we know of 
it, but in what we do not. 



Levity is often less foolish, and gravity less wise, 
than each of them appear. 



Revenge is a fever in our own blood, to be cured 
only by letting the blood of anoiher ; but the 
remedy too often produces a relapse, which is re- 
morse — a malady far more dreadful than the first 
disease, because it is incurable. 



AfHictions sent by Providence, melt the con- 
stancy of the noble minded, but confirm the obdu 
racy of, the vile. The same furnace that hardens 
clay, liquefies gold.; and in the strong manifestations 
of divine power, Pharaoh found his punishment, 
but Payid- his pardon. 
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] When young, we trust ourselves too much, and 
i¥e trust others too little when Did; Rashness is 
the error of youth, timid- cautioin of age. Man- 
hood is the isthmus between the) two extremes': 
the ripe, the fertile season of action, when s^one 
we can hopf to find the head to contnye, united 
with the hand to' execute. . . 



The French nation despises all other nations^ 
except the English ; we have the honour of her 
hate, only because she cannot despise us. 

The firmest friendships have been formed in 
mutual adversity, as iron is most strongly united 
hy the fiercest flame. 

■ ■ . . -\. - . 

Neutrality is no favourite with Providence, for 

we are so formed that it is scarcely possible for 

us to stand neuter in our hearts, although we may 

deem it prudent to appear so in pur actions. 

Religion, like its votaries, while it e^^ists on earth, 
must have a body as well as a soul. A religion 
purely spiritual, might suit a being as piure, but 
men are compound animals ; and the body too of-* 
ten lords it over the mind* 



Secrecy has been well termed the soul of all 
great designs ; perhaps more has been effected by 
concealing our own intentions, than by discovering 
those of oiu: enemy. But great men succeed in 
both. 



Always look at those whom you are talking tOf 
never at those you are talking o/. • 
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There are some truthsj^ihe force and Validity <tf 
which we readily admit, in all cases except our 
own ; and there are other truths so self-eiddent that 
we dare' not deny them, but so dreadful that we 
dare not believe theih. 



Many speak the truth,, when they say that they 
despise riches and preferment, but they mean the 
riches and preferment possessed by other men. 



If the weakness of the head, were an admissible 
excuse for the malevolence of the heart, the one 
half of mankind would be occupied in aggression, 
and the other half in forgiveness; but me inte- 
rests of society peremptorily demand that. things 
should iiot be so ; for a fool is often as dangerous 
to deal with as a knave, and always more incorri- 
gibie. ■ ; 

There are prating coxcombs in the world, who 
would rather talk than listen, although Shakspeare 
himself were the orator, and human nature the 
theme! 



The greatest professor and proficient in any 
science, loves' it not so sincerely as to be 4ully 
pleased with any. finer effort in it than he can him* 
self produce. The feeling excited on such an 
occasion, is a mixed sensation of envy, delight, and 
despair ; but the bitters here are as two, the sweets 
but as one. ^ 



Gaming is the child of avarice, but the parent 
of prodigality. 
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. Never jcJiflwitfi your friend when.he abuses his 
Horse, or his wife, unless the one is about to bO' 
told, and the other buried, 

-■ ■ - , ' ■ ' 

. Husbands cannot be principals in their own 
cuckoldom, but they are parties to it much more 
oflen than they themselves imagine. 

' I ' ! 

Professors iii every branch of the sciences me- 
fer their own theories to truth : the reason is, Jnat 
their theories are private property, but Uruth is 
ffwn stock. 



It is danget'ous (o be much praised in private 
circles, before our reputation is fully established in 
the world. 



Many designing. men, by asking small favours, 
and evincing great gratitude, have eventually obtain- 
ed the most important ones. There is something 
in the human mind (perhaps the fofce of habit,) 
v^hicli strongly inclines us to continue to oblige 
those whorn we have begun to oblige, and to injure 
those whom we have begun to injure ; * eo injuria' 
star quia nocuerat^* 

Law and equity are two things which God hath 
joined, but which man hath put asunder. 



It is safer to be attacked by some men, than to 
he protected hj ihemi 

* The greater enemy Itecauie he had alreadyinywftd.^-^-^^^s^^ 
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Persecutmg bigots mi^ be compared to tbose 
burning lenses which Letihenhoeck and others 
composed from ice ; by theurchilling apathy, they 
freeze the suppliant; by thieir fiery aea^ they bura 
tiiie sufierer. 

As the rays of the sun, notwithstanding their 
velocity, injure not the eye, by reason of their 
minuteness, so the attacks of envy, notwithstand- 
inglheir number, ought not to wound our virtue by 
rea^ of their in^gmficance.- * 

There is a holy love, and a holy jage ; and 4nir 
best virtues never glow so brightly as when our 
passions are excited in the. cause. Sloth, if it has 
prevented many crimes^ has also smothered many 
virtues, and the best of us are better when roused. 
Passion is to virtue, what wine was to iEschylus 
and to Ennius, under its inspiration their powers 
were at their height. 

. Fear debilitates and lowers, but hope animates 
and revives ; therefore rulers and magistrates should 
attempt to operate on the minds of their respective 
subjects, if possible, by reward Tather than punish* 
ment. And. this principle will be strengthened by 
another -^consideration ; he that is punished ch: 
rewarded, yrhile he falls or rises in the estimation 
of others, cannon fail to do so likewise in his own. 



Men pursue riches under the idea that their pos- 
session willsetthem at ease, and above- the world. 
But the law of association often makes those who 
**^in by loviiig gold as a servant, luiish by becom* 
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i&g themselves i^ slaye ; and mdependence with- 
out wealth, is at least as common s^ wealth without 
ilidependence. 

If St. Paul %vere again to appear on earth, since 
all the multifarious denominations of Christians 
^ould claim him, which would he choose ? The 
apostle James shall answer : ' Purefreligion and 
undefiled before God and the Father, is this : to visit 
the jatherless and yyidows in their affiiction^ and to 
keep himself unspotted from the world,'' 

Grant graciously 'Vfhat jwu cannot refuse safely, 
and concOiate those you cannot conquer. 

There are politic friendships which knaves find 
it necessary to keep up with those whom they mean 
the more effectually to ruin ; for most men may be 
led to their destruction, few can be driven. Had 
Talleyrand's enmity to Napoleon manifested itself 
in x>pposition, it would have been fatal, not to his 
master, but to himself; he maintained, therefore, a 
friendship that not only aggrandized himself, but 
opened a door for the communication of that advice 
that enabled him eventually to ruin his master. 



-The martyrs to vice, far exceed the martyrs to 
virtue, both in endurance and in number. So blinded 
are we by our passionsj that we suffer more to be 
damned Uian to be saved. 



Demagogues, however fond they may affect to 
be of independence and liberty in their public 
speeches, are invariably tories in their private m 
actions^ and despots in their owtv {ax££iX\Q%. T\^ 1 
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most violent of them have usually been ferixM^ £(y 
the refusal of some unreasonable request; and their 
patridtism appears in a very questionable shape, 
when we see that they rejoice in just as much pub- 
lic calamity as introduees them into power, and 
Bupplants their rivals.* 

■ • 

Restorations disappoint the Idyal. If princes at 
such times, have much to give, they have also mueh 
to gain ; and policy. dictates the iiecessity of be- 
stowing rather to conciliate enemies, than to reward 
friends, t 

• 

* The real difference, therefore, between a tory and a 
whig woiild seem. to be this; the one has power, the other 
wants it. Samuel Johnson was not a little disconcerted by 
an unexpected retort made upon him before a large i)artyat 
Oxford, by Dr.Crowe. Th^ principles of our lexicogra- 
pher ran with too much violence in one way, not to foam a 
little when they met with a current running equally strong 
in gnother. The dispute happened to turn upon the orinn 
of whiggism, for Johnson had triumphantly cnallenged Dr. 
Ci'owe to tell him who was the first whig ; the latter fin'S- 
ing himself a little puzzled. Dr. Johnson tauntingly rejoin* 
ed, * I see, sir, that you are even i^orant of the head of your 
own party, but I will tell you, sir: the devil was the first 
whig ; he was the first reformer ; he wanted to set up a re- 
form even in heaven/ Dr. Crowe calmly repHed, * I am 
much obliged to you for your infopnation, and I certainly 
did not foresee that you would go %o far back for your au- 
thority ; yet I rather fear that your ar^ment makes against 
yourself ; for if the devil was a whig, jrou have admitted 
that while he was a whig, he was in heaven, but you have 
forgotten that the moment he got into hell, he set up for ft 
tory.' 

f The amnesty act of Charles the Second was termed an 
act of oblivion to his friends, but of grateful r^nembranee^ 
to his ibes. And on another occasion, the loyalty of. the 
brave Crillon was not strengthened by any reward, only 
2>ecause it was considered too firm to be shaken by any 
neglect. 



>. 
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In -our attempt to di^ceilre the world, those are 
^ most likely to detect us, toho are sqiling onthe 
.^ame tachr 



None knaw how tp . draw long bills on futurity, 
that never will be honoured, better than Mahomet. 
He possessed himself of a large stock of real and 
present pleasure and power here, by promising a 
Tisionary quantum of tbose good things to his fol- 
lowers hereafter ; and like the maker of an alma- 
aadL, tnade his fortune in this world, by telling 
absurd lies about another. 



There are three Uhings, that, well understood, 
and conscientiously practised, would save ^he 
three professions a vast deal of trouble ; but we 
must not e^ect that every member of the profes- 
sions would thank us for such a discovery, for 
some of them have too milch time upOn their 
hands ; , and a philosopher would be more inclined 
to ^mile than to wonder, should he now and then 
hear a {^ysician crying down regimen; o. lawyer, 
equity ; or a priest, morality, \ 

We are ruined, not by what y^e really want, but 
^y what we think we do ; therefore, never go 
•abroad in search of your wants, if they be real 
-wants, they will come home in search of you ; for 
lie that buy& what he does not want, will soon 
want what he cannot buy. 

No two things differ more than hurry and de- 
spatch. Hmny is the mark of a weak mind, de- 
j^atch of a strong one. A weak man in office^ |ike 
a squiirel in a cage, is labouring etemalW^VskXA^^feSi 
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purpose, and in^constant moticm without geuing on 
a jot ; IHie a turnstile, he is in every hody's way, 
but stops nobody ; he talks a great deal, but Bays 
very little ; looks into every thing but sees into 
notidng ; and has a hundred irons in the fire, but 
very few of them are hot, and widi those few that 
are,' he only burns his fingers. 

If none were to reprove the vicious, excepting 
those who sincerely hate vice, there would be 
.much less censoriousness in the .world.- Oiir Mas- 
ter could love the criminal while he hated tho 
crime, bift we bis disciples, to5 often love the 
crime but hate- the criminal. A perfect knowledge 
of J,he depravity of the human heart, with perfect 
pity for the infirmities of it, never co-existed but 
in one breast, and never will. 



Hats and conquerorii must expect no mercy in 
misfortune. 



Hesitaticm is a sign of weakness, for inasmuch 
as ik^ comparative good and evil of the different 
mo^s of action, about which we hesitate, are sel- 
dom equally balanced, a strong mind should per- 
ceive the slightest incUnation'Of the beam, wiih the 
glance of an eagle, particu]|rly as there are cases 
where die preponderance iwill be very minute^ even 
al^Mugh there should be life in one scale, and death 
in the other. It is recorded of the late Earl of 
Berkely, that he was suddenly awakened at night 
in his carriage by a highwayman, who forcing a 
pistol through the window and presenting it close 
to his breast, demanded his money, exclaiming at 
^e jsame time, t&at he had heard his lordship had 
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boastj^d that he never wpnld be r6bbed by a tStgh 
highwayman, but that he should now be taught the 
contrary.^ His lotdship putting his hand into his 
pocket, replied : * Neither would I now be rob\?ed, 
if it was not for that fellow whp is looking over 
your shoulder.' The highwa)rman turned round 
his head, when his lordship, who had drawn a 
pistol from* his pocket, instead of a purse, shot 
him on the spot. 



Some are so censorious as to advance, that 
those who have discovered a thorough knowledge 
of all the depravity of the human heart, must be 
themselves depraved ; but this is about as wise as 
to affirm that every physician who understands a 
disease, must be himself diseased. 



The learned have often amused themselves by 
publishing the follies of the dunces.; l^ut if the 
dunces would retaliate by publishrng the blundets 
of die learned, they might for once put foi^a 
volume that v^ld not be dull, although it> woumbe 
large. Dr. Jolnson, when, publishing his diction- 
ary, requested through the medium of one of the 
journals, the etymology of curmudgeon. Some one 
shortly aifterwards answered the^^octor's advertise- 
ment, by observing that it was in all probability 
derived from caur mediant; ^^^ words he did 
not think it necessary to t^lil^ll^but merely put 
as his signature, ^Anunkmvm correspondent,^ A 
brother lexicographer, who was also preparing a 
dictionary, got to press before the doctor, and mg^ 
niauslyj^s he thought, forestalled \x\HvmX)afc^t^^^ 
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of -sjtfinudgeon, where to thfe ik> small amusemont 
of ail etymologists, he had thus derived it, * cur- 
mudgeon, from coeur mechaiit, an unknovm oerres^: 
pondentlP - - 

■r' ■ 

The profoundly wise do not declainr agpast 
superficial* knowledge in others, so much* a» the 
profoundly ignorant ; on the contrary, they would 
rather assist it with their advice than overwhelm 
it with their contempt, for they know that there 
was a p'eriod when even a Bacon or a Newton 
was superficial, and that he who has a litde 
knowledge is far more likely to get more than ke 
that has none. ' W^ien the great .Harvey was 
whipped at school for an experiment upon a cat, his 
Or^tZiW could not foresee in the little urchin that 
he was flagellating, the future discoverer of the cir- 
culation of the blood. The progress of the mind 
in science, is not very unlike ,the progress of sci- 
ence herself in experinient. When the air-balloon 
was first dis(iovered, some que flippantly asked Dr. 
Franklin what was the use of it? The doctor 
answered this question by asking another: * What 

* Desperaterjr wounded, and at a fearful distance from . 
all surgical help, I owe my own life, under Providencej to 
a slight smatt&ring in anatomy, by which I kiiew that the 
pressure of the finger close to the clavis would effectually 
stop the whole circulation of the arm; but this served my 
purpose at that time, as well as if I had beein sufficiently 
skilled in. the science, to be the demonstrator to a Cline or 
a Brodie. I cannot express my gratitude better to those 
very able and skilful surgeons who attended me on that 
occasion, than by saying that their success has excited Ae 
astonishment of some of the most eminent practitioiiers la 
this metropolis, who have also expressed their doubts even 
as to the attempt of saving the limb, had such an accident 
^occurred in London. 
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is the use of a new'bem infant? It may heeeme a 



manJ 



When I hear persons gravely affirm that they 
have made np their minds to forego this or that 
improper enjoyment, I often think in myself that 
it would be quite as prudent, if they could also 
make-up their bodies as well. Falstaff would have 
been as abstemious at the banquet as a hermit, 
and as firm in the battle as a hero, if he could have 
but gained over the consent of his J>elly in the one 
case, and of his legs in the other, tie that strives 
for the mastery, must join a weU-disciplined body, 
to a "well-regulated mind ; for with mind and body, 
as with man and wife, it often happens that the 
stronger vessel is ruled by the weaker, although 
in moral, as in domestic economy, matters are best 
conducted, where neither parties axe*uhreasonable, 
and where both are agreed. 



. Those who visit foreign nations, biit who asso- 
ciate only with their own countrymen, change 
their climate, but not their customs, ' ccdum non 
animum mutant :'* they see new meridians, but the 
same men, and with heads as empty as their 
pockets, return home, with travelled bodies, but 
untra veiled minds. 



' Conversation is the music of the mind, an intel- 

« lectual orchestra, where all the instruments should 

bear a part, but where none shoul^play together. 

Each of ihe performers should have a just^ppre- 

♦ TViey change their climate^ not their cKaracUT.— ^^^sft» 



198 LAC ON. 

ciation of liis own powers, otherwise an unskilful 
novice, who might usurp the first fiddle, would 
mfalUbly get into a scrape, To prevent these mis-- 
takes, a good master of the band will be very par*, 
ticular in the assortment of the performers, if top 
dissimilar, there will be no harmony, if too few, 
there will be no variety; and if too numerous, 
there will be no order, for the presumption of one 
prater,* might silence the eloquence of a Burke, or 
the wit of a Sheridan, as a single kettl)&druih would 
drown the finest solo of a Gionowich or a Jordini. 



Man is an imbodied paradox, a bundle of con- 
tradictions ; and as some set-off against the mai> 
vellous things that h« has done, we might fairly 
adduce the monstrous things that he has believed. 
The more gross the fraud,t the more glibly will it 
go down, and*the more greedily will it be swal- 
lowed, since folly wilL always find faith wherever 
impostors will find impudence. ^ ' 



Although the majority of the inhabitants of Lon- 
don will stop to gaze at the merest trifies, will be 
amused by the heaviest efforts of dulness, and will 
believe their grossest absurdities, though they are 

* Butler compared the tongues of these eternal talkers to 
racehorses, which go the faster the less weight they carry ; 
and Cumberland has observed, that they take possession, 
of a subject as a highwaynian does of a purse, without 
knowing its contents, or caring to whom it belongs. 

t Who could have supposed that such a wretch as Joan- 
na Southcote copld have gained numerous and wealthy 
proselytes, in the nineteenth century, in an er^ of i^eneral 
illumination, and in the first metropolis of the world 1 I 
answer, none but philosophers, whose creed it is ' Tiiladmi^ 
^ar£, ' when the folly of mankind is the subject. 
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the dupes of all that is designing abroad, or con- 
temptible at home, yet, by residing in this wonder- 
ful metropolis, let not the wisest man presume to 
(junk that he shall not add to his wisdom, nor the 
mosf experienced man to his experience. 



He that dies a martyr, proves that he was not a 
imave, but by no means that he was not a fool ; 
since the most absurd doctrines are not without 
SBch evidence as martyrdom can produce. A 
martyr, therefore, by the mere act of suffering, 
can prove nothing but 'his own f^ith. If, as was 
the case of the primitive Christian martyrs, it 
should clearly appear that the sufferer could not 
have been himself deceived, then, indeed, the evi- 
dence rises high, becaiisc the act of martyrdom 
absolves him from the charge of wilfully deceiving 
others. 



Of governments, that of the moh is the most san- 
guinary, that of soldiers the most expensive, and 
Siat of civilians the most vexatious. 



When a man ha9 displayed talent in some partic- 
ular path, .and left all competitors behind him in it, 
the world are too apt to give him credit for a univer- 
sality of genius, and to anticipate for him success 
in all ihat he undertakes. But to appear qualified 
to fill the department of another, is much more ealsy, 
than really to master our own ; and those who have 
succeeded in one profession, have seldom been able 
to afilbrd the time necessary to the fully understand- 
ing of a second. Cromwell co\M ta»x^%^ \&Si'^>V:^^ 
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when he attempted to manage horses,* he encoun- 
tered more danger than in all his battles, and nar- 
rowly escaped with his life. Neither can we admit 
that definition of genius that some would propose, 
* a power to accomplish all that we undertake,' for 
we might multiply examples to prove that this defi- 
nition of genius contains more than the thing 
defined, for Cicero failed in ppetrjr, Pope in paint- 
ing, Addison in oratory, yet it would be, harsh to 
deny genius tD these men. As a man cannot be 
fairly termed a poor n^n, who has a large property 
in the funds, but nothing in land, so we cannot deny 
genius to those who have discovered a rich vein in. 
one province of literature, but poverty of talent in 
another. This tendency, however, to ascribe a 
universality *of genius to great men, left Dryden to 
affirm, on the strength of two smart satirical Imes, 
that Virgil could have written a satire equal to Juve- 
nal. But with all due deference to Dryden, I con- 
ceive it much more manifest, that Juvenal could 
have written a better epic than Virgil, than that 

* Nero made a similar mistake ; but he proved himself 
as unequal to the task of governing horses as of men, and as 
unfit to hold the reins of a chariot, as of a kingdom : he 
made his appearance at the hippodrome of Olyinpia, in a 
chariot drawn by ten horses, altnough he himselt had for- 
merly censured Mithridates for the same temerity; he was 
thrown from his seat, but unfortunately the fall was not 
fatal, although it prevented him from finishing the race ; 
nevertheless, the halladonics, or stewards of the course, 
proclaimed the emperor victor, and^issigned him the Olym-^ 
pic crown, for which upright decision they were rewarded 
with a magnificent present. Galba, however, obliged them 
afterwards to refund it, and they themselves, partly from 
shame, and partly from pique, erased that Olympiad out 
of the calendar. 
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Tirgil could bave written a satire equal to Jureiial. 
Juvenal has many passages of the moral sublime 
far superior to any that can be found in Viigil, who 
indeed, seldom attempts a higher flight than the 
sublime of description. Had Lucan lived, he 
might have rivalled them both, as he has all the 
vigour of the one, and time plight have furnished 
hiin with the taste and elegance of the other. 



Horace makes an awkward jJgure in his vain 
attempt to unite his real character of sycophant, 
with the assumed one of the satirist ; he sometimes 

, attempts to preach down vice, without virtue, some- 
times to laugh it down, without wit. His object 
was to be patronised by a court, without meanness, 
if possible,, but at all events, to be patronised. He 
served the times more, periiaps, than the times served 
him, and instead of forming the manners of his 
superiors, he himself was in great ineasure formed 
by them. In fact, no two men who have handled 
the same subject, differ so completely, both in 
character and in style, as Horace and Juvenal; to 

* the' latter may be applied what Seneca said of Cato, 
that he gained as complete* triumph over the vices 
of his country, as Scipio did over the enemies of it. 

, Had Juvenal lived in the days of Horace, he would 
have written mnch better, because much bolder ; 
but had Horace lived in the time of Juvenal, he 

. would not have dared to haye written a satire at 
,all; in attacking the false friends of his country, 
he would have manifested the same pusillanimity 
which he himself informs us he discovered, when 
he on ont occasion, ventured to attack her real 
foes. 
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Shrewd and crafty. poKticians, when they 'wist to 
bring about an unpopular measure, must not gcji 
straight forward to work, if they do they will eer- * 
tainly fail ; and failures to men in power, are like 
defeats to a general, they iShake their |k)puJarity. 
Therefore, since they cannot sail in the teeth of the 
wind, they must tack, and ultimately gain their 
object, by appearing at times to be departing from 
it. Mr. Pitt, at a" moment when" the greatest jeal- 
ousy existed in the country, on the subject of the ' 
freedom of the press, inflicted a mortal Wow on this 
guardian of our liberties, without seeming to touch, 
or even to aim at it ; he doubled the tax upon aH 
advertisements, and this single act immediately 
knocked up the host of pamphleteers, who formed 
the sharpshooters and tirailleurs oi literature, and 
whose fire struck more terror into administration 
than the heaviest cannonade from bulky quartoes or 
folios could produce J the former were ready Jar 
the moment, but before ^the- latter could be loaded 
and brought to bear, the object was either changed 
or removed, ^nd had ceased to awaken the jeal- 
ousies, or to excite the fears of the nation. 



That extremes beget extremes, is an apothegm 
built on the most profound observation of the human 
mind ; and its truth is in nothing more apparent 
than in those moral phenomena, perceivable, when' 
a natlouy inspired by one common' sentiment, 
rushes at once from despotism to liberty. To sup- 
pose thata nation under siich circumstances should 
confine herself precisely to that middle point, be- 
tween the two extremes of licentiousness and slave- 
ry, in which true liberty consists, were as absurd 
as to suppose that a volcano,' nearly suppressed 
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aad »mofeere(l by the superincumbent weight of a 
mountain, will neither consume itself nor destroy 
what is contiguous, when by an earthquake that 
pressure is suddenly renpLOved ; for it must be 
remembered that despotism degrades and demor- 
alizes the human mind ; and although she at length 
forces men on a just attempt to recover by violence, 
those rights that By violence, were taken away, yet 
that very depravation si^erinduoed by despotism, 
tenders men, for a season, unfit for flie rational 
exercise of those civil rights^ they have with so 
much hazard regained. At such a qrisis, to expect 
that a people should k6ep the strict unbending path 
of rectitude and reason, without deviating into pri- 
vate rapine or public wrong, were as wise as to 
expect that a horse would walk in a straight line 
unmediately oh being released from his trammels, 
after having been blinded by a long routine of 
drudgery in the circle of a mill. 



When men in power profusely reward the intel- 
lectual efforts of individuals in their behalf, what 
are the public to presume from this ? They may 
generally presume that the cause so remunerated 
was a bad one, ,in the opinions of those who are so 
fateful for its defence. In private life, a client 
will hardly set any bounds to his generosity, should 
his counsel be ingenious enough to gain him a vic- 
toiy, hot only over his antagonist, but even over the 
laws themselves; and, in public affairs, we may 
usually infer the weakness of the cause, by the 
excessive price that ministers have freely paid to 
those whose eloquence, or whose sophistry^ iNa.-^ 
enabled them to make that weakness XTixrav^. 
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Much 'ftiay be done in those little strediB and 
patches ^f time which every- day produces, and 
which most men throw away, but which neverthe- 
less will make. at the end of it, no smalt deduction 
from the life of msm. Cicero has termed them 
intercisiva tempora,^ and the ancients were not ig- 
norant of their value ; nay, it was not unusual with 
them either to compose or to dictate, while under 
the operaiioh of rubbing after the bath. 

• * * 

Arbitration has this advantage, there are i^ome 
points of contest which it is. better to lose by arbi- 
tration than to win by law. But as a good general 
offers his terms before the action, rather than in the 
midst of it, so a wise man will, not easily be per- 
suaded to have recourse to b. reference, when once 
his opponent ha& dragged him into a court. 

In death itself there can be nothing terrible, 
for the act of death annihilates sensation ; but 
there are many ro»is to death, and somie of theoi*. 
justly formidable, even to the bravQst ; so various, 
are the modes of going out of the world, that to be 
born, may have been a more painfull thing than to 
die, and to live, may prove a more troublesome 
thing than either. 

More have been. ruined by their servants, than 
by their masters. 

Love, like- the cold bath, is never negative, it 
4i^om leaves us where it finds us ; ' if once we 

♦ Cut «p times, — Pcqk 
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l^haige into it, it will either h)»igkten our virtues or 
indame our vices. 



If there be a pleasure on earth, which angels 
cannot enjoy, and which they might almost envy 
man the possession of, it is the. power of Telieving 
dtstiress* If there be a pain which devils might 
pity man for enduring, it is the death-bed reflection 
that we have possessed the power of doing good, 
but that we have abused and perverted it to pur- 
poses of ill. 

Public charities, and benevolent associations, for' 
the gratuitous relief of every species of distress, 
are peculiar to Christianity ; no other system of 
civil or religious policy has originated them : — 
they ibrm its highest praise and characteristic fea- 
ture ; an order of benevolence so d[isinterested and 
so exalted, lookiiig before and after, could no niore 
hzYOf preceded revelation than light the sun. 

Applause is the spur of noble minds, the end 
and aim of weak ones. 



In most quarrels there is a fault on both sides. 
A quarrel may be compared to a spark, which can- 
not be produced without a flint as well as a steel, 
either of them may hammer on wood for ever, no 
fire will follow. 



mmL, 



Our wealth is often a snare to ourselves, and 
ahoojfs a ^mptation to others. 

To iaoYT the pains of power, we iflust go to 
those who have it ; to know its pleaaUE^^^^^tKdS^ 

18 
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go to those who are seeking it : the pains of pgwet 

are real, its pleasures imaginary. 

- ,1 

Those who are embarked in that greatest of aU 
undertakings, the propagation of the gospel, and 
who do so from a thorough oonviction of its supe* 
rior utility and excellence, may indeed fail in say- 
ing others, but they are engaged in that laboiur of, 
love by which they are most likely to save thein-i 
selves, particularly if they pray that through God's 
assistance both ends may be obtained^^ 



T wo things, well ' considered, would preyent 
many quarrels ; first, to. have it well ascertained 
whether we are not disputing about terms rather 
than things ; and secondly, to examine whether 
that on which we differ, is worth contending about* 

Faith and works are as necessary to our spirit' 
ual life as Christians, as soul and body are to our 
natural life as men; for faith is the soul of reli- 
gion, and works, the body. 

Solomon has said, < There is nothing new under 
the sim ;' and. perhaps destructign has caused aa 
much novelty as invention ; for that is often a re* 
vival which we think a discovery* 



It is an unfortunate thing for fools, that their 
pretensions should rise in an inverse, ratio with 
their abilities, and their, presumption with theis 
weakness ; and for the wise, that diffidence should 
be the companion of talent, and doubt the fruit of 
investigation. 
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l%ibYe are three kinds of praise; that which we 
yield, that which we lend,* and that which we pay. 
We yield it to the powerful from fear, we lend it 
to the weak from interest, and we pay it to the 
deserving from gratitude. 

We generally most covet that particular trust 
which we are least likely to keep. He that tho- 
Miughly knows his friends, might, perhaps, witK 
safety, confide his wife to the care of one, his 
purse to another, and his secrets to a third; when 
to permit thjem to make their own choice, would 
be his ruin. 



Eloquence is the language of nature, and can- 
not be learned in the schools ; the passions are 
powerful nleadefs, and their very silence, like that 
if GarricK, goes directly to the soul ; but rhetoric 
is the creature of art, which he who feels least, 
will most excel in ; it is the quackery of eloquence, 
and deals in nostrums, not in cures. 



When honours come to us, 'rather than we to 
them ; when they meet us, as it were, in the ves- 
tibule of life, it is well if our enemies can say no 
more against us, than that we are too young for 
our dignities j it would be much worse for us, if 
they could say that we .are too old for them ; time 
will destroy the' first. objection, biit confirm the 
second. 



Pickpockets and beggars are the best practical 
physiognomists, without having read a, line of 
Lavater, who it is notorious, mistook a philosopher 
for a highwayman. 
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Faults of the h^a4 are punished in thig world,, 
those of the heart in another ; hut as most of our 
vices are compound, so also is their punishment 

We are sure to be losers when we quarrel witl^ 
ourselves ; it is a civil war, and in all such con- 
tentions, triumphs are defeats. 

Attempts at Reform, when they fail, strengthea 
despotism; as he that struggles, tightens those 
cords, lie does not succeed in breaking. 

A revengeful knave, will do more. than he will 
say ; a grateful one, will say more than he will do< 

In naval architecture, the rudder is first fitted in, 
then .the ballast is put on board, and l^tx)f all, the 
cargo and the sails. It is far otherwise in the fit^ 
ting up and forming of man ; he is launched into 
life with the cargo of his faculties aboard, and ^ 
the sails of his passions set ; but it is the long and 
painful work of his^life, to acquire the ballast of 
experience, and to form the rudder of reason ; 
hence, it too often happens that his frail vessel ia 
shipwrecked before he has lai^ in the necessary 
quantity of ballast, or that he has been so long in 
completing, the rudder, that the vessel has become 
too crazy to benefit hy its application. 



\ 



It is with nations as with individuals, those who 
know the least of others, think the highest of them- 
selves ; for the whole family of pride and ignorance^ 
arc incestuous, and mutually beget each other. 
The Chinese afiect to despise European ingenuityi 
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but they cannot mend a common watch ; when it is 

out of order ; they say it is dead, and barter it 
away for a living one. The Persians think that all 
foreign merchants come to them from a small 
Island in the northern waters, barreti and desolate, 
which produces nothing good or beautiful ; ' for why 
else,' say they, *do the Europeans fetch such things 
from us,4f they are to be had at home V The Turk 
trill not permit the sacred cities of Mecca or Medi- 
na to be polluted by the residence or even footstep 
of a single Christian'; and as to the grand Dairo 
df Japan, he is soholy tliat the sun is not permitted 
to have the honour of shining on his illustrious 
head. The king of Malacca, styles himself lord 
of the winds ; and the Mogul, to be equal With 
him, titles himself conqueror of the world, and his 
grandees are denominated rulers of the thunder 
storm and steersmen of the whirlwind ; even the 
pride of Xerxes, who fettered the sea, and wrote 
his commar^ds to Mount Athos ; or of Caligula, 
who boasted of an intrigue with the moon-^are both 
surpassed by the petty sovereign of an insignificant 
tribe in North America, who every morning stalks 
out of his hovel, bids the sun good-morrow, and 
points out to him with his finger, the course he is 
to take for the day: and to complete this climax of 
pride and ignorance, it is well known that the 
Khan of Tartary, who does not possess a single 
house under the canopy of Heaven, has no sooner 
finished his repast, of mare's milk and horse-flesh, 
than he causes a herald to proclaim from his seat, 
that all the princes and potentates of the earth 
have his permission to go to dinner. * The Arab,* 
says Zimmerman, *in the conviction that his Ca- 
Uf is infallible, laughs at the slwpvd c^^\3&:\\?j ^^ 

18* 
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the Tartar; who holds his Lama |o be imiB^rtaL* 
Those who inhabit D^ount Bata, believe that who^ 
ever eats a roasted cuckoo before his death, ia Sr 
saint, and fitmly persuaded of the infallibility of 
this mode of sanctification, deride the Indians, who 
drag a cow to the bed of a dying person, and by 
pinclung her tail, are sure, if by that method they' 
can make ^he creature void her urine in. the face 
of the patient^ he is immediately translated into 
the third heavent They scoff at the superstition 
of the Tartarian princes, who think that their beati* 
fication is secure, provided they can eat of the 
holy excrements of the Lama; and ^e Tartars^ 
in their tum^ ridicule the Bramins, who for the 
better purification of their coraitry, require them to 
eat cow-dung for the space pf six months, while 
these would, one and all, if they %ere told of the 
cuckoo method of salvation, as heartily despise 
'^nd laugh ^t it. ^ I have cited these ridiculous ex^ 
travagances, to show that there ard two things in 
which all sects agree, the hatred with which they 
pursue the errors of others, and the love with 
which they clmg to their own. 



We must suit the flattery^ to the mind and taste 
of the recipient. We do not put essences into 
hogsheads, or porter into vials. Delicate mindf 
may be disgusted by compliments that would {dease 
a grosser intellect, as some fine ladies, who woulil 
be shocked at the idea of a dram, will not refuse 
a liqueur. Some indeed there ar^Oj who profess to 
despise all flattery, but even these are, neverthet 
less, to be flattered, by. being told that ^ey do 
despise it. ^ 
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Eicpense of thought is the rar^sst prodig^dity, and 
fa dare to live alone the rarest courage ; sinc^ 
Ihere are many who had rather meet their bitter- 
est enemy in the field, tljan their own hearts in 
Aeir closet. He that has no resources of mind, 
is more to be pitied than he who is in want of 
necessaries for the body ; and to' be obliged to beg 
our daily happiness from others, bespeaks a more 
lamentable poverty than that of him who begs Ms 
daily Inread. 

' Some men of a secluded and studious life, have 
sent forth from their closet or their cloister,. rays 
of intellectual light that have agitated courts, and 
revolutionized kingdoms ; like the moon, that far 
removed from the ocean, and shining upon it with 
a serene and sober li^t, is the chief cause of all 
those ebbings and fiowings which incessantly dis* 
tiub that world of waters. 



Happiness is much inore equally divided than 
some of us imagine. One man shall j>ossess most 
of the material?, but little of the thing; another 
may -possess much of the thing, but very few of 
tilie materials. In this particular view of it, happi- 
ness has been beautifully compared to the manna in. 
the desert, "he that gathered much had fiothing overy 
and he that gather&I little had no lack ; theiefore, to 
diminish envy, let us consider not what others pos- 
sess, but what they enjoy; mere riches may be the 
gift of lucky accident or blind chance, but happi* 
ness must be the result of prudent preference and 
rational design; the highest happiness then, can 
have no other foundation than the dee^«^\Nnsb>\<;nB^% 
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and the happiest fool is only as happy as he knowi^ 
how to be. 



As there are some faults that have been termed 
fauhs on the right side, so there are some errors . 
that might be denominated errors on the safe side. 
Thus, "we seldom regret having been too mild, too 
cautious, or too humble ; but we often repent hav- 
ing been too violent, too precipitate, or too proud. 



Accustom youi-s^f to submit on all and every 
occs^sion, on the most minute, no less than on the 
most important, circumstances of life, to a smaU 
present evil, to obtain a greater distant good. This 
will give decision, tone, and en^ergy to the mind, 
which thus disciplined, will often reap victory from 
defeat, and honour from repulse. Having acquired 
this invaluable habit of rational preference and 
just appreciation, start for ^Aa^ ^^rize that endureik 
for ever; you will have little left to learn. The 
advantages you w^l possess over common n^ds, 
will be those of the Lanista over the Tyro^ and of 
the veteran over the recruit, 

■""^"^^■^ 

Truth igad reason, in this mixed state of good 
and evil, are not invariably triumphant over false- 
hood and error ; but even when labouring under li 
temporary defeat, the two former bear within them 
one stamp of superiority which plainly indicates 
that Omnipotence is on their side ; for the worthy 
conquerors in such a victory, universally retire 
abashed, enlightened, self-reproved^ and exclaiming 
with Pyrrhus, * A few more such victories and we 
are undone^ 
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yf&r^ a plain unlettered man, but endowed with 
c<unmon sense, and a certain quantum of observa- 
tion and reflection, to read over attentively the four 
Gospels, and the Acts of the Apostle, without 
note or comment, 1 hugely doubt whether it would 
enter into his ears to hear, his eyes to ^ee, or hial 
heart to conceive, the purport of many ideas ' sig- 
nified by words ending in ism, which nevertheless 
have cost Christendom rivers of ink and oceans 
of blood. 



. The most cruet and revengeful measures, when 
cmce carried, jEiave often been pushed to their 
utmost extremity by those very men, who befor© 
their enactment^ pretended to oppose them, in order 

. to throw the odium on others. This opposition has 
proceeded from the lip, hot' from the heart, and 
would not have been made, if the objector did not 
foresee that his Opposition would he fruitless. Au- 
gustus, with his usual hypocrisy, pretended to bo 
shocked with the idea of a proscription, and per-^ 
ceiving that Antony and Lepidus were two to one 
against him, he knew that his single vote against 
tfie measure could not succeed ; and ttat by giving 
H, he should preserve his popularity,, and not ba 

i" prevented from glutting his revenge; but Suetonius 
informs us, that when the horrid work commenced, 
he oarried it on with a severity more unrelenting 
than either of his colleagues ; * utrotpie acerhius 
^seer^it,^* and- that whenever - Lepidus or Antony 
were inclined to mercy, either from interest, in- 
treaiy or bribiesjlie done stoutly and lustily alood 

* Qirrieds,it ofi more crwllytfum either. -r-^^vvi 



tU , L A C O N . 

out for blood : ' Solus magnaper^ contendif ne eui 
parcereiur^^ . 



V 



It is ah ' easy and a vulgar thing to please the 
mob, and a v^ry atduous task to astonish them ; 
but essentially to benefit and to improve them, is 
a work fraugjit with 4ifficulty, and teeming with 
danger. 

The seeds of repentance are sown in yoiith by^ 
pleasure, but the harvest is reaped in -ag^ by pstin* 

'• ■ • 

Riches may enable us to confer favours ; but 
to confer them with propriety and grace, requires a 
something that riches cannot give ; even trifles 
may be so bestowed as to cease to.be trifles. The. 
citizens of Megara offered the freedom of their 
city to Alexander ; such ah dfl*er excited a smile in 
the' jjountenance of him who had conquered the 
worlds but he reqeived this tribute<of their respect 
with complacency, on being informed that they had 
never offered it to any but to Hercules and himiself. 
• — — ^ , 

The worst thing that cati be said of the most 
powerful, is, that they can take your life ; but the ^. 
same thing can biB said of the most weak. 

He that is good, will infallibly become better, and 
he that is bad, will as certainly become worse ; fbr 
vice, virtue, and timei are three things that never 
stand stilL • ,- ' 

^flfe at(me storUly insisted that no (me should be ^are'd, • 
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Wh^n the eruel /all into tie hands of the crtiel, 
we read their fate with horror, not with pity. Sylla 
comrnande^ the bones of Marius to be broken, his 
eyes to he pulled out, his hands to be cut off, and 
his body to be torn in pieqes With pigtcers^ and Cat- 
iline was the executioner. * A piece of cruelty,' 
says Seneca, * only fit for Mariu§'to sujQfef, Catiline 
to execute, and Sylla to conunand.* 



Injuries Stccompanied with insults are ftever for- 
given; all nieti on these occasions - are good 
haters, and lay out their res^enge at. compound 
interest ; they ilaver threaten until they ca:n strike,** 
and smile when they cannot. Caligula told Vale- 
rius, in public, what kind of a bedfellow his wife 
was.; and when the .tribune Cherus, who had an 
efieininate voice, came to him for the watchword, 
he^ would always give him "Venus or PriapuS. 
The first of these men was* the. prfticipal instru- 
ment in the conspiracy against him, and'the second 
cleft him dowh with his sword to convince him of 
bis manhodd. '\ 



Let those who would affect singularity with suc- 
cess, first determine to be very virtuous, and they 
will be sure to be very singular. 



We should have all our communications with 
men, as in the presence of God ; and with God, as 
in the presence of men. 

IKi II ■ I I 

A power above all human responsibility, ought 
to be above all human attainment; he that is un- 
willing, may do hanp, but he that is unable^cdivaot. 
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sciences of other men, but because they happen to 
have no opinion or conscience of their- own. 

As all who frequent anyplace of public worship, 
however they may differ from the doctrines there 
delivered, are e::epected to comport themselves with 
seriousness and gravity, sO in religious controver- 
sies, ridicule ought never to be resorted to on either 
side i whenever a jest is introduced on such a sub- 
ject, it is indisputably out of its place, and ridicule, 
thtIB employed, so far from being a test of truth, is 
the surest t^st of error, iii those who on such an 
Occasion can stoop to have recourse unto it. 

It is a doubt, whether mankind are most indebted 
to those who like Bacon and Butler, dig the^gold 
from the mine of hterature, or to those who like 
Paley, purify ft, stiamp it, fix its real value, and give 
it currency and utility. For all the practical pur- 
poses of life, truth might as well be in prison as in 
the folio of a schoolman, and those who release her 
from her cobivebbed shelf, and teach her to live 
ifrith men, have the merit of liberating, if not of 
discovering her. 

Men of strong minds, who think for themselves, 
should not be discouraged, on finding occasionally 
that some of their best ideas have been anticipated 
by former writers ; they will neither anathematize 
others with a pereant qui ante nos nostra dixerint* 
noi despair themselves. They will rather go on in 
science, like John Hunter in physics, discovering 
things before discovered, until, like him, they are 

* Jjet them perish^ who before its uttered our safin^s.^-l^UB. 
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tewarded with a terrc^ Hithetto incognita in the 
sciences, an empire indisputably their own, both by 
right of conquest and of discovery. 



The most consistent men are not more unlike 
to others than they are at times to themselres ; 
therefore, it is ridiculous to see character-mongers 
drawing a full length likeness of so^ve jgreat ^lan, 
and perplexing themselves ^uod 4hek r.eaders by 
making every feature of his conduct strictly con- 
form to those lines and lineaments which they have 
laid down : they generally find or make for hi^n 
some ruling passion, the rudder of his course; but 
with all this pother about ruling passions, the fact 
is, that all men and women have but one apparent 
good. Those indeed are t^e strongest minds and 
are capable of the greatest actions^ who possess a 
telescopic power ef intellectual vision, enabling 
them to ascertain the Teal magnitude and import- 
ance of distant good, and to despise those which 
are indebted for all their grandieur solely to thei): 
contiguity. 

If a cause be good, t^e modt violent attack pf 
its enemies will not injure it so much as £M^ ij^judi'> 
cious defence of it by its f^nds. Theodore and 
others, who gravely defend the mon]kish miracles 
and the luminou9 cross of Constantine, by their 
zeal without knowledge, and devotion without dis- 
cretion, have hurt the cause of Christianity more 
than the apostate Julian by his hostility, notwith- 
standing all the wit and vigour with which it was 
conducted. 
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He that will often put eternity and the Wdrld 
(before him, and who will dare to look steadfastly 
at bpth of them, will find that a^ he contemplates^ 
them, the fonner wiU grow greater, and the latter, 
less. 



Cruel men are the greatest lovers of mercy—* 
avaricious men of generosity— ^-and proud men of 
humility, — that is to say, in others, not in them- 
selves. 



There is this difference between hatred and pity y 
pity is a thing often avowed, seldom felt ; hatred ia 
a thing often felt, seldom avowed. 

- ¥ • 

There is an elasticity in the human mind, capa.- 
He of bearing much, but which will not show itself 
mjitil a certain^weight of affliction be put upon it ; 
Its powers may be compared to those vehicleis 
whose springs are so contrived that they get on 
smoothly enough when loaded, but jolt confound- 
edly when they have nothing to hear. 

Were the life of man prolonged, he would 
become such a proficient in villany, that it would 
become necessary again to drown or to bum the 
world. Earth would become a hell; for future 
rewards, when put off to a great distance, would 
cease to encourage, and future punishments to 
alarm. 



He that is contented with obscurity, if he acquire 
no fame will suffer no persecution ; and he that is 
determined to be silent, may laugh securely at the 



L A C O N . 221 

csritics, although they should exclaim as vainly a9 
the patriarch Job, ' O that our enemy had written a 
bookr 



^ Physicians must discover the weaknesses of the 
human mind, and even eondescend to humour them, 
or they will never be called in to cure the infinni? 
ties of the body. 



Envy ought in strict truth to have no place 
whatever allowed it in the heart of man ; for the 
goods of this present world are so vile and low, 
that they are beneath it ; and those of the future 
world are so vast and exalted, that they tffe above it. 

If Satan ever laughs, it must be at h3rpocritos ; 
they are the greatest dupes hejbas ; they serve him 
better than any others, and receive no wages ; nay* 
what is still more extraordinary, they submit to 
greater mortifications to go to hell, than the sii]Lr 
eerest Christian to go to heaven, 



The schisms in the church of Christ are deeply 
to be lamented on many accounts, by those who 
have any regard for all that is valuable and worth 
preserving amongst men ; aAd although we are 
willing to hope and believe with Paley, that th^ 
rent has not reached the foundation, yet are these 
differences ^tho^h not in essentials) most partic- 
ularly to be lamented, because they prevent the 
full extension of the gloiious light of the gospel 
throughout the world. These differences amongst 
ourselves, furnish those whom we would attenu^ 
to convert, with this plausible, and to them I frar 
unanswertible argument : * Widi what faQ« cv^^'j^lQk 

J9* 
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Christians attempt to make us converts to yotxt 
faith, when you have not yet decided amongst 
yourselves .what Christianity is? Surely it will 
be time enough to make proselytes of others, when 
you yourselves are agreed. For Calvin damns the 
Pope, and the Pope damns Calvin ; and the onh/ 
thing in which they agree, is in damning Socinusy 
while Socinus in his turn, laughs at both^ and be« 
lieves neither.' 



The mob, like the ocean, is very seldom agitated 
vdthout some cause superior and eiLterior to itself $ 
but (to continue the simile) both are capable of 
doing the 'greatest mischief after the cause which 
first set them in motion, has ceased to act. 

The victims of ennui paralyse all the grosser 
feelings by excess^ and torpefy all the finer by dis-' 
use and inactivity. Disgusted with this world and 
indifferent about another, they at bust lay violent 
hands upon themselves, and assume no small credit 
for the sang froid with which they meet death. 
But alas, such beings can scarcely be said to die^ 
for they have never truly lived* 

A dull author just delivered, and a plain woman 
about to be dOj are two rety impentant animals< 

There ate moitients of despondency, when 
Shakspeare thought himself no poet, and Raphael 
no^painter; when the greatest wits have doubted 
the excellence of their happiest efibrts* 

^ Ithals beeiQL observed that a dwarf standing on 
^^ shoulders of a;giant, will see farther than thjft 
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^ant Idiiiself; and the moderniEf, standing as they 
do on the vantage ground of former discoveries, 
and uniting all the fruits oif the experience of their 
forefathers, with their own actual observation, may- 
be admitted to enjoy a more enlarged and compre- 
hensive view of things than the ancients them- 
selves ; for that alone is true antiquity, which 
embraces the antiquity of the world, wid not that 
which would refer us back to a period when the 
iDorld was young. By whom is this true antiquity 
enjoyed 1 Not by the ancients who did live in the 
infancy, but by 'the modems who do live in the 
maturity of things. Therefore, as regards the age 
bf the world, we may lay a juster claim to the title 
of being the ancients, even than our very forefathers 
themselves, for they inhabited the world when it was 
"young, but we occupy it now that it is old ; that 
^{>recedent may not exert too despotic a rule over 
experience, and that the dead may not too strictly 
govern the living, may I be pardoned in. taking a 
brief and cursory view of the claims of the ancients 
to our veneration, so far as they are built on the 
bnly proper foundation, — superiority of mind. It 
is by no means my object to lessen our esteem for 
those great men who have lived before us, and who 
have accomplished such wonders, considering the 
licantiness of their means ; my intention is merely 
to suggest, that the veneration due to times that 
are past, is a blind feneration, the moment it is 
paid at the expense of times that are present ; for 
as these very ancients themselves were^ once the 
modems, so we moder&s must also become ancients 
•in our. turn. What I would principally contend for, 
is, that the moderns enjoy a much more extended 
'tAd coinj^reheiisive view of acletii^^v^^^^ *^^^^ 
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ancients ; not because we have greater capaeities^ 
but simply because we enjoy far greater, c^a^^- 
ties; for that which is perfect in science, -is most 
commonly the elaborate result of successive 
' improvements, and of various judgments exercised 
on the rejection of what was wrong, no less than 
in the adoption of what was right. We therefore 
are profiting, no|; only by the ^owledge, but also 
by the ignorance, not only by the discoveries, but 
also by the errors of pur forefathers f for ^he march 
of science, like that of time, has been progressing 
in the darkness, no less than the light, The great 
chart of antiquity is chronology ; and so sensible 
of its value was Scaliger, that his i;elebrated invo* 
cation to the Olympiads is as full of passion and 
admiration as the warmest address of a lover to 
his mistress, with this difference, that our literary 
' Colossus sought for wrinkles rather than dimples, 
and his idol would have had more charms for him, 
if she had numbered more ages upon her head. It 
is admitted that previously to the establishment of 
the Olympiads, there i^as much' error and confusion 
in the historical records of Greece and Rome, 
neither, if their dates had been accurately calcula* 
ted, did they possess the means which we enjoy 
of multiplying the records of them, so as to put 
them beyond the reach either of accidental or 
intentional destruction ; and hence it happenSjthat 
on the greatest works of antiquity, the p3n:amids, 
chronology has npthing to depose ; o^e thing is 
apparent, that the builders of them were not totally 
ignorant, either of geometry or of astronomy, since 
they are all built with their respective faces pre- 
cisely opposite the four cardinal points. It is well 
^'vn that a modem 'noW vetisrum virtute secuw 
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duSf^*h&s detected an enormotls error in ancient 
clironology, and has proved that the Argonautic 
e;!q)edition, jind the Trojan war, are nearer to 
Jhe birth of Christ by six hundred years, than all 
former calculation had placed them ) for Hippar^ 
chus, who first discovered the precession of the 
equinoxes, fancied they retrograded one degree in 
one hundred years, whereas Sir Isaac Newtonf has 
determined that they go back one degree in seven- 
ty-two years. As geographers, their knowledge is 
still more limited, since they were ignorant of the 
polarity of the magnet, although they were acquaint- 
ed with its powers of attraction ', many of them 
fancied the earth was motionless and fiat, and that 
the pillars of Hercules were its boundaries ; that 
the sun set in the sea, was believed by graver per- 
sona than the poets ; and with a timidity propor- 
tionate to their ignorance, in all their voyages they 
seldom dared to lose sight of the coast, since a 

* Second in excdlenee to none of the ancients. — Pub. . 

t We know that the fixed stars, which were formerly 
IP Aries are now in Taurus ; and the point proposed by Sir 
• Isaac Newton was to ascertain fromtne Greek astronomy, 
what was the j)osition of the colures with respect to the 
filed stars, in the time of Chiron ; and as Sir Isaac had pro- 
ved that the fixed stars have a motion in longitude of one 
degree in seventy-two years^, not in one hundred years, as 
Hipparchus has affirmed, the problem was to calculate the 
distance between those stars through which the colure now 
passes, and those through which it passed in the time of 
Chiron. And as Chiron was one of the Argonauts, this 
wotdd give us the number of years that have elapsed sincor 
that famous expedition, and would consequently fix the 
true date of the Trojan war ; and these two events from 
the cardinal points of the ancient chronology so far at 
least as the Greeks and the Romans are coneemed. A 
somewhat similar attempt to<jorrect the ancient chronolo- 
gy has also been undertaken, by a retro-calculation qC\.^ 
eclipses,. 
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needle and a quadfant would have become as use- 
less a present to Palinurus, the helmsman of iEne- 
as, as to the chief of an Indian canoe. As histo- 
rians, it is almost superfluous to say, that their 
credibility is much shaken by that proneness t6 
believe in prodigies, auguries, omens, and the inter- 
positioiy of their gods [ which credulity the very 
soberest of them have by no means escaped. As 
moralists, their want of confidence in a future 
state of existence, was a source of the greatest er- 
ror and confusion. They could not sincerely ap- 
prove of virtue, as a principle of action always to be 
depended on, since without a future state, virtue is 
not always its own reward. Nor did the noblest 
of them, as Binitus and Cato, succeed in finding it 
to be so ; their honestum and their decorum, were 
phantoms that fed on the air of opinion, and like 
the chameleon, changed as often as their food ; yet, 
these visionary objects, though undefined, were 
perpetually explained, and, though ungrasped, were 
constantly pursued.* As warriors, their ignorance 

* Carneades was a philosopher, whose- doquence Cice- 
ro dreaded so much, that he deprecated an^ attack ftom 
him, in the humblest manner, in the following words: 
' Perturbatricem autem harum omnium rerum academi- 
am banc ab Arcesila et Cameade reeentem exoremus ut 
sileat ; nam si invaserit in has quae satis scite nobis in- 
struQtaB et compositsB videntur rationes nimias edet mines, ' 
quam quidam ego placare cupio submovere non audeo.'* 
Now this Carneades, whom Cicero so much dreaded, ' 
maintained that there was no such thing as justice ! and he 
supported his theory by such sophisms as. these : that the 
condition of men is such that if they have a mind to be 
just, they must act imprudently ; and that if they have a 
mind to act prudently, they must be unjust; and that it 

* For we will implore this new academy of Arcesila and Cameadei^ 

"^'~ '^isturber of all tbese opinions, to be silent; for should it attack 

doetiinea, which to iis seem so consistent, it might brinfl[ about n 

devastation, Ideaire to conciliate, and dare not repulae It-Pm 



LAC ON. 827 

of chymistry must render their campaigns yery 
tame and iminteresting to those who reflect that a 
single piece of ordnance would have secured to 
Pompey the battle of . Pharsalia, and that a single 
frigate at Actium would have given Antony Qie 
empire of the world. In the useful arts their igno- 
rance of the powers of steam, and of that property 
of water by which it rises to its level, has render- 
ed all their efforts, proofs of their perseverance 
/rather than of their knowledge, and evidence of 
the powers of their hands, rather than of their 
heads. The most stupendous remains of anti- 
quity, the aqueducts themselves, are rather monu- 
ments' of a strength like that of Sampson, blind to 
contrive, but powerful to execute, than of a skill, 
sharpsighted to avoid difficulties, rather than to 
overcome them. With all these defects, we must 
admit that the ancients -were a wonderful order of 
men, and a contemplation of their actions will 
richly repay the philosopher. The ancients are 
fully rescued from all imputation of imbecility, for 

folk>ws^ there can be no such thing as justice^ becatise a 
virtue inseparable from a folly cannot be just. Lactan- 
tius is correct, when he affirms that the heathens eould not 
answer this sophism, and that Cicero dared not undertake 
it. The error was this, the restricting of the value of jus- 
tice to temporal things ; for to l!hose who (disbelieve a fu- 
ture state, or even have doubts about it, * Hones^ is not al- 
ways the best policy,' and it is reserved for Christians, 
who take into fneir consideration the whole existence of 
maUi to argue clearl]^ and consequentially on the sterling 
value of justice. It is well known that Mr. Hume him- 
belf was never so much puzzled, as when peremptorily 
asked by a lady at Bath, to declare upon his honour as a 
gentleman, whether he would choose his confidential do- 
mestics from such as held his own principles, or from 
• those who conscientiously believed the eternal truths ot "^^ 
velation. He irankly decided in favour ol^Wve VQX\«t, 



228 LAC ON. 

they were denied those ample means of an advance- 
ment in knowledge, to which we hav^ access ; and 
it is highly probable that some future modem will 
have hereafter to make the very same apology for 
us. If I have cited some of their deficiencies, I 
have done it not to diminish that respect we owe 
to them, but to give somewhat more of solidity to 
that which we owe to ourselves. We willingly 
submit to the authority and attestsftion of the dead ; 
but when it would triumph over *all the improve- 
ment and experience of the living, it is no longer 
submission, but slavery. We would then, rather be 
right with one single companion, truth, than wrong, 
with all the celeorious names of antiquity. We 
freely admit that the ancients effected all that could 
be accomplished by men who lived in tie infancy 
of time ; but the eagle of science herself could 
not soar until her wings were grown. " In sculpture 
and in poetry, two sciences where they had the 
means, our forefathers have fully iequailed, perhaps 
exceeded, their children. In sculpture, the image 
worship of their templeft held out the highest 
encouragement to the artist ; and in the battle^ no 
less than in the palaestra, statues were the princi- 
pal rewards of conquerers. We know that Pindar 
was refused the price he had set upon an ode ist 
celebration of one who had been crowned at the 
Olympic games, because the victor had calculated 
that a much less sum would purchase a statue 
of brass. But on the following day he determined 
to employ the poet, under the conviction that an^ 
cde of Pindar would outlive a statue of far more 
indestructible materials than marble or brass. We 
*night also add, that the games of Grieece enabled 
^ sculptor to study the bomafafafn, not only 
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liiA»ii but in all its various attitudes of muscular 
efxertion ; and while the genial climate of Greece 
supplied the sculptor with the fin,est models, the 
imi furnished him with the best materials. If the 
ancients are mare than our rivals in poetry, it may- 
be observed, that their mythology was eminently 
esdculated for poetical machinery, and also that 
the scenery of nature, that laboratory of the poet, * 
neither wants nor waits for its full improvement 
from the progressive hand of time. We must ateo 
remember, that the great merit of this art is origi- 
nality, and its peculiar province, invention. The 
anc^ients, therefore, being in the order of precedence 
the Jlrst discoverers of the pojtical mine, took care 
to help themselves to the largest diamonds. 

Success too often sanctions the worst and the 
wildest schemes of human ambition. That such a 
man as Cromwell should have been enabled under 
any circumstances to seize the reins of a mighty 
empire, is matter of surprise to-some, of indignation 
to all. Could we call him up .from the dead, he is - 
the very last man that could rationally explain his 
own success, which no doubt, at the time, excited 
as much astonishment in himself as in beholders ; 
but he owed as much to the folly, timidity, and 
faiiaticism of others, as to his own sagacity, 
courage, and craftiness. In fact, the times made 
him, not he the times. If a civil war raged at this 
moment, and the sacred names of king and parlia- 
ment were again arrayed against each other in the 
field, such a man as Cromwell, at present, would 
tiever arrive at any station higher than an adjutant 
of dragoons. He might preach and pray^ write 'sxjAw 
fight, bluster and harangue, bxA uoXoxkft ^\.«^\sv'^««^ 

20 
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would he get. If every thing in Mb character had 
not been -artificial, except his courage^ he had been 
nobody ; and if he had not carried his hypocriay 
so far as at times to deceive himself he had been 
ruined. When he cleared the house of commons,, 
and exclaimed, ' You are an adulterer, you are an 
extortioner, you are a glutton, and you are no. 
longer a parliament ;' suppose a single member had 
rejoined, ' You are a hypocrite, and by this illegal 
act have forfeited your commission, and are no 
longer an officer ; soldiers, at your peril proceed 1' 
Such a speech might have turned the whole tide 
of affairs, and have sent back Oliver to the Tower 
instead of Whitehall, never again to quit it, exeept 
to lay his head upon the block. 

It was observed of the Jesuits, that they con- 
stantly inculcated a thorough contempt of worldly 
things in their doctrines, but eagerly grasped at 
them in their lives. They were *wise in their 
generation,^ for they cried down worldly things, 
because they wanted to obtain them, and cried up 
spiritual things, because they wanted to dispose of 
them. 



Human foresight often leaves its proudest pos*- 
sessor only a choice of evils. 

* The fowler,' saith Solomon, * spr^adetK net hi^' 
net in the sight of the bird ;' and if rulers open the 
eyes of a nation, they must expect that they will 
see. A government that is corrupt, 6an no mpre^ 
consist with a population that is enlightened, thai^ 
the night can continue when the sun is up. The 
^ost laudable effoita are now making J^y those (bat 
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ire m pcnrer, for the intellectual improvement of 
the labouring classes of society. It would be in- 
vidious to affirm with some, that our rulers have 
done so much, only because they were afraid that 
0thers would do more, if they themselves did 
nothing. There are good grounds to believe that 
they have been influenced by higher motives, but 
at all events, every public measure for the intel- 
lectual improvement of the governed, is the surest 
pledge and guarantee of the integrity of those who 
govern, because all that are in power, are well 
aware that a corresponding purity in those who 
rule, must ever keep a proportionate pace with the 
progression of knowledge in those who obey. 
Some would^ maintain, that the rays of truth, like 
those of the sun, if too abundant, dazzle the multi- 
tude rather than enlighten them ; but this analogy 
is false, for truth has not, although the ignusfatuus 
of error may have, such effect \ although truth is 
brighter than the sun, yet the mind is stronger than 
the body, and the intellectual eye can look at the es- 
sence of moral truth, with far less uneasiness than 
the corporeal eye at the concentration of material. 

Some demagogues, like Catiline, can raise a 
storm, who cannot^ like Cromwell, rule it; thus tho 
Gracchi, wishing to make the agrarian law the 
ladder of their ascent, found it the instrument of 
their fall ; ^fracta compagc ruebanV* 

Dreams ought to produce no conviction what- 
ever on philosophical minds. v If we consider how 
many dreams are dreamt every night, and how 

♦ When the hoop broke, the cask feU to jicccsv— ^^Sxsfts 



23a . LAC ON. 

maay events occur every day, we shall no longer 
wonder at those accidental coincidences, which 
ignorance mistakes for verifications. — There are 
also numberless instances on record, where dreams 
have brought about their own fulfilment, owing ta 
the weakness and credulity of mankind. The 
mother of Abbott, who filled the archiepiscopal 
throne of Canterbury, in the reign of James the 
First, had a dream, that if she could eat a pike, 
the child with which she was then pregnant would 
be a son, and rise to great preferment. Not long 
after this, in taking a pail of water out of the river 
Wye, which ran. near her house, she accidentally 
caught a pike, and thus had an opportunity of 
fulfilling the first part of her dream. This story 
being much noised about, and coming to the ears 
of some per^ons^ of distinction, they became spon- 
sors to the child, and his future patrons. But I 
suspect, after all, that this marvellous pike swal- 
lowed by the mother, was not so instrumental ta 
the archbishop's preferment, as the story of the 
Earl of Cowrie's conspiracy against the life of the 
king, swallowed by the son^ It would seem that 
Aere are occasions where churchmen may carry 
the doctrine of divine right so far as to displease 
even kings, for thus writeth King James with his 
own hand to Doctor Abbott, then a dean : * You 
have dipped too deep into what ajl kings reserve 
among ihe^arcana^imperii ;* and whatever aversion 
you may profess against Cod's being the author 
of sin, you have stumbled on the threshold of that 
opinion, in saying upon the matter, that cvea 
tyranny is Cod's authority, and ought to be re* 

* Secrets of power, — ^PpBi 
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membered as such. If the kiiig of Spain shoiild 
'return to claim his old pontifical right to my king- 
dom, you leave me to seek for others to fight for it, 
for you tell us upon the matter, beforehand, that 
his authority is God's authority, if he prevail.' A 
man who could go such lengths, was not likely to 
continue long in a deanery under the reign of 
James, nor need we call in the assistance of a 
dream to account for his promotion. 

At the restoration of Charles the Second, the 
tide of opinion set so strong in favour of loyalty, that 
the principal annalist of that day pauses to express 
his wonder where the men came from, who had 
done all the mischief; but this was the surprise of 
ignorance ; for it is in politics as in religion, none 
run into such extremes as renegadoes, or so ridicu- 
lously overact their parts. The passions, on these 
occasions, take their full swing, and react like the 
pendulum, whose oscillations on one side will 
^ways be regulated by the height of the arc it has 
subtended on the other. 



He that from small beginnings has deservedly 
raised himself to the highest stations, may not 
always find that full satisfaction in the possession 
of his object, that he anticipated in the pursuit of 
it. Although the individual may be disappointed, 
the community are benefited, first by his exer- 
tions, and secondly by his example; for it has 
been well observed, that the public are served, not 
by what the Lprd Mayor feels who rides in his 
coach, but by what the apprentice boy feela^ vtlM^ 
looks at him. 

•JO* 
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As in public lifB, the minister that makes WST 
with parsimony, must make peace with prodigality," 
so in private life, those hostile but feeble measu|eS| 
which only serve to irritate our enemies, not to in- 
timidate them, are by all means to be avoided ; fojf 
he that has recourse to them, only imposes upo^ 
himself the ultimate necessity of purchasing a re* 
eonciliation, often expensive, always humiliating^ 

A noble income, nobly expended, is no common 
sight. It is far more easy to acquire a fortune like 
a knave, than to expend it, like a gentleman. If 
we exhaust x)ur income in schemes of ambition, we 
shall purchase disappointment ; if in law, vexation $ 
if in luxury, disease. What we lend, we shall 
most probably lose ; what we spend rationally, we 
shall enjoy ; what we distribute to the deserving, 
we shall enjoy and retain* 

^^""^■"■" * 

The inexhaustible resources of Great Britain 
were always an inexplicable mystery to Napoleon, 
and he was taught their reality only by theif 
effects. There was a period, when to die defence 
of the noblest cause, England brought the highest 
valour, while all that were oppressed, drew at sights 
on her treasure and on her blood. It would have 
been glorious if she had evinced a magnanimity 
that calcidated not on return ; if she had continued 
to sow benefits, although she might reap ingrati- 
tude. Alas! she found it more easy to conquer, 
others, than herself. Her safety requires not the 

♦ If th^re J)e any truth in the old epitaph :-^ 
* What we lent we lost ; 
What we spent we have ; 
What we gave, we had.* 



LACON. 235 

compromise of her honour ; for although lier pros* 
perity will draw envy,* her power may despise it; 
she is beset with difficulties, but it is her own faidl 
.if they become dangers ; and although she may 
sudfer somewhat if compared with her former selj^ 
jshe is still gigantic if compared with others. She 
inay command peace, since she has not relinquished 
^he sioews of war ; a paradox to all other nations, 
jshfi will say to America, territory is not power ; to 
India, population is not force ; and to Spain^ money 
is not wealth. . 



To judge by the event, is an error all abuse and 
all commit ; for in every instance, courage, if 
crowned with success, is heroism ; if clouded by 
defeat, temerity. When Nelson fought his battle 
in the Sound, it was the result alone, that decided 
whether he was to kiss a hand at court, or a rod at 
a court-martial. 



Princes rule the people, and their own passions 
rule princes ; but Providence can overrule the 
whole, and draw the instruments of his inscrutable 
purposes from the vices, no less than the virtues of 
kings. Thus, the Reformation, which was planted 
by the lust of Henry the Eighth of England, was 

• * Envy,^is is generally the case, is both purblind and im- 
politic ; It is for the general and true interests of the world, 
that Great Britain should hold the sceptre of the seas ; for 
if she ceased to wield it, it must of necessity devolve to 
Prance; and on the fatal consequences of such a calamity, 
to the best interests of the civilized world, there can be no 
peeess)^ to enlarge ; not that France would make a worse 
use of such power Uian some other nations, but because 
such an accumulation of ii ought not to be vested yel^m^^ 
that are already so powerful by \andi 
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preserved by the ambition of Philip the Second rf 
Spsdn. Queen Mary wonld-Jiave sacrificed Eliza- 
beth to the full establishing of the Catholic faith,^ 
if she had not been prevented by Philip the Second, 
her husband, who foresaw, in the deatn of Eliza- 
betli, the succession of Mary Stewart, then mar- 
ried to Francis the Second, and in that succession, 
he anticipated the certain union of Great Britain 
and France ; an event that would have dispersed 
to the winds his own ambitious dream of universal 
monarchy. The consequence, w^as, the life of 
Elizabeth was preserved, and the Protestant cause 
prevailed. 

The great estate of a dull book-maker is biogra- 
phy ; but we should read the lives of great men, if 
written by themselves, for two reasons ; to find out 
what others really wete, and what they themselves 
would appear to be. 

To' quell the pride, even of the greatest, we 
should reflect how much we owe to others, and 
how little to ourselves. Philip having made him* 
self master of Potidcea, received three messengers 
in one day ; the first brought him an apcpunt of a 
great victory gained over the Illyrians by his 
general Parmenio ; the second told him that he wa^ 
proclaimed victor at the Olympic games ; and the 
third informed him of the birth of Alexander. 
There was nothing in all these events, that ought 
to have fed the y^^nity, or that would have justified 
the pride of Philip, since, as an elegant writer 
remarks, ^ for the first he was indebted to his gen^ 
eral ; for the second to his horse ; and his wife iA 
shrewdly suspected of having helped him to th^ 
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Should the world applaud, we must thankfully 
receive it as a boon ; for if the most deserving of 
us appear to expect it as a debt, it will never be 
paid. The world, it has been said, does as much 
justice to our merits, as to our defects, and I 
believe it ; but after all, none of us are so much 
praised or censured as we think ; and most men 
would be thoroughly cured of their self-importance, 
if they would only rehearse their own funeral, and 
walk abroad incognito, the very day after that on 
which they were supposed to have been buried. 

For one man who sincerely pities our misfor- 
tunes, there are a thousand who sincerely hate our 
success. 



Substract from many modem poets, all that may 
be found in Shakspeare, and trash will remain. 



He that likes a hot dinner, a warm welcome, new 
ideas, and old wine, will not often dine with the 
great. 



Those who bequeath unto themselves a pom- 
pous funeral, are at just «o much expense to inform 
the world of something that had much better been 
concealed ; namely, that their vanity has survived 
themselves. 



In reading the life of any great man, you will 
always in the course of his history, chance upon 
some^ obscure individual, who on some particular 
occasions, was greater than him whose life you 
are reading. 
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In cases of doubtful morality, it is usual to say, 
is there any harm in doing this ? This question 
may sometimes be best answered by asking our- 
selves another; is there any harm in letting it 
alone? 



He that has never known adversity, is but half 
acquainted with others, or with himself. Constant 
success shows us but one side of the world ; for, 
as it surrounds us with friends, who will tell us only 
our merits, so it silences those enemies from whom 
alone we can learn our defects. 



When men of sense approve > the million axe sure 
to follow ; to be pleased, is to pay a compliment to 
their own taste. 



The death of Judas, is as strong a confirmatioii 
of Christianity, as the life of Paul. 



Women generally consider consequences^in lov^, 
seldom in resentment. 



Most of our misfortunes are more supportable, 
than the comments of our friends upon them. 

We should embrace Christianity, even on pru- 
dential motives ; for a just and benevolent God will 
not punish an intellectual being, for believing what 
there is so much reason to believe ; therefore we 
run no risk by receiving Christianity if it be false, 
but a dreadful one by rejecting it, if it be true. 

The great designs tha( have been digested and 
"Htured, and. the great literary works that have 
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been begun and finished in prisons, fully prcvei 
tbat tyrants have not yet discovered any chains 
that can fetter the mind. 



He that knows himself, knows others ; and he 
that is ignorant of himself, could not write a very 
profound lecture on other men's heads. 



We ought not ta be over anxious to encourage 
inhovation, in cases of doubtful improvement, for 
an old system must ever have two advantages over 
a new one ; it is established, and it is understood. 



Po^er will intoxicate the best hearts, as wine 
the strongest heads. No man is wise enough, nor 
good enough to be trusted with unlimited power ; 
for whatever qualifications he may have evinc'ed to 
entitle him to the possession of so dangerous a 
privilege, yet, when possessed, others can no 
longer answer for him, because he ean no longer 
answer for himself. 



There are two things which ought to teach us 
to think but meanly of human glory ; the veiy best 
have had thek calumniators, the very worst their 
panegyrist»w 

No metaphysiciaiif ever felt the deficiency of 
language so much, as the grateful«- 

Most men know what they hate, few what diey 
love. 



All gpreat cities abound with little men^ whose 
object it is to be the stars of the dinnet tA.Uft^^XL\ 
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grand purveyors of all the stray jokes of the town ; 
so long as these turnspits confine themselves to 
fetch and carry for their masters, they succeed tole- 
rably well ; but the mornent they set up for origin- 
ality, and commence manufacturers, instead of 
retailers, they are ruined. Like the hind wheel of 
a carriage, which is in constant pursuit of the fore 
one, without ever overtaking it, so these become 
the doubles of a Selwyn or a Sheridan, but without 
ever coming up to them. They are constantly 
near wit, without being witty, as his valet is always 
near a great man, without being great. 

Fame is an undertaker that pays but little atten- 
tion to the living, but bedizens the dead, fumishos 
out their funerals, and follows them to the grave. 

The British constitution, as it is to be found in 
* Magna Charta, and the * Bill of Rights,^ has so 
much that is. good, and worthy of preservation, that 
a lover of true liberty would rather live under it, 
than under any other mode of government, anqient 
or modem, barbarous or refined. Its destruction j 
at the present moment, would be the most melan- 
choly thing that could happen, both to Englishmen 
and to the world. Such an event would retro-i. 
grade the march of improvement many centuries 
of years ; and he that could coolly set about to 
effect it, must unite the phrensy of the maniac with the 
malignity of the demon. The financial difiiculties' 
which this mighty empire has at present to contend 
with, as they arise from the most honourable causes,^ 
throw a greater lustre upon her, in the eyes ef sur- 
rounding nations, than the most brilliant pposperity 
. could possibly do, if obtained by the slightest dere« 
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liction of public principle tLnd faitlf. The fiscal 
embarrassments of the nafion ought not, and must 
not, endanger the constitution. The sincere lovers 
of the constitution tremble not at these things, but 
they do tremble when they see the possibili^ of a 
violation of the laws wfth impunity, whether that 
violation be attempted by the highest or by the 
lowest. If we trace the history of most revolutions, 
we shaH find that the first inroads upon the laws^ 
have been made by the governors, as ofte^ as by 
the governed. The after excesses committed by 
the people, have usually been the i^esi^t of that 
common principle of our nature, which incites us 
to follow thfe example of Qur betters; however ridi- 
culbus the consequences, may be on ^ome occa- 
sions, or deplorable >o,n others. The laws are a 
restraint - submitted to by* both parties, the ruler 
and the subject, until the fences on both sides 
bising completely broken down and destroyed, thd 
two parties meet in the adverse shock of mutual 
hostility, and force becomes, for a season, the sole 
legislator of the land. In this country, the king 
has b^en justly termed, the speaking law ; the law, 
ihfi silent king, . We have a monarch not at all 
inclined to strain his prerogative, which forbear* 
ance ought ta r-enderihe people equally cautious 
of stretching their privilege ; let them beware of 
those demagogues, whoteU them diot they feel for 
them, but who would be the last to feel toiththem, ' 
when. the consequences of their own doctrine shall 
arrive* The truth is, that no atrocity or aggression 
•f the people, will vitaUy affect the solid safety of 
our commonwealth, untd-om rulers aire intimidated 
to compromise thatr Security, by resorting to ille- 
^1 modes of defending the laws, oi \m!(iQXv^\Vc«3ic^^\N^^ 

21 
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measures to preserve the constitution ; knowTiig. 
this, that the moraent any gdvernment usurps a 
power superior to the laws, it then usurps a power, 
which, like the convulsive, strength of the madmaij, 
springs from diseasCf axid will, infallibly terminate 
ia weakness. 



The science of legislation is like that of m^df^ 
cine in one respect, it is far more easy (o point oat 
what will do harm , than what will do good,. ' Nisquid 
m»iw,'*^thercifore, is perhaps quite as safe a maxim 
for a Solon as for a Hippocrates, because it unfor- 
/tunately happens, that a good law cannot operate 
«o strongly for the amendmfent, sts a bad law for the 
depravation of the people ; it is necessary, from 
the very nature of things, that laws' shduld be pro«- 
hibitory, rather than remunerative, and act upon, 
our fears, rather than upon pur hopes. Fains and 
penalties are far more cheap and feasible modes of 
i4fluehcing the comnmnity, than rewards and en- 
couragements J therefore, if a law should strongly 
reclommei][d habits of justice, industry, and sobriety, 
such a law would be feebly obeyed^ because it has 
little to offer, but veiy much to oppose ; it has to 
oppose all the vicious propensities of o^ nature- ; 
but if throujgh oversight, or indiscretion, a law 
shotdd happen to connive at, or to tempt the sub-* 
ject to habits of fraud, idleness, or inebriety, such 
a law, inasmuch as it falls in with all the vicioue 
propensities of our nature, would meet with a /jroc^ 
tieal attention, even beyond its own enactments-, 
and produce to(;r^ of supererogation On the e]§e 
of delinquency ; for the road to virtue is a n^ged 

^ _ * Nothing to excess,— "Pii%, 



ascent, to vice a smocnE declivity, ^fadiUs descen- 
sus avenvii* To strengtben the ^bove positions, 
all the bearings of the poor, laws upon society might 
be fairly adduced ; most of those enactments ope- 
iSiiQ as a bounty upon idleness^ and as a drawback 
upon exertion ; they take from independende its 
(HToper pride-; from mendicity its salutary shame ; 
they deprive foresight of its fair Toward, and im- 
pravidence of its just responsibility. They act as a 
-constant and indiseriminating invitation to the mar- 
' riage feast, crowding it with guests, without put- 
ting a single dish upon the iable ; we might even 
affirm, that these laws now indicate a quite contrary 
tejadency, and are beginning to remove the dishes, 
dthough they still continue to invite the guests ; 
ibr there are numerous instiance?, where the para- 
lyzing pressure of the poor rates has already begun 
to proidude its own necessary and final consujama- 
tion^ — the non-cultivation of the soil.f 

* Sasff is the descent of 'Aver7M(^.-^PvB. 

t Before a coniinittce of the House of Commons, some 
. fearful evidence was lately adduced, which went to prove 
the alarming fact, that, in some, cases, particularly m the' 
ndghbourhood of large manufacturing towns, estates had 
not- been cuWvated, as being utterly imablc to meet the 
4ouble demands of rates and of rent. Out late political 
. Hercules, Mr. Pitt, felt the necessity, but shrunk from the 
difflculty of cleansing the Augean stable of the poor laws. 
The most effectual mode of assisting the poor, mu$t be the 
devkipg some source of emplbyment, that shall enable them 
to assist themselves. It unfortunately happens, that unless^ 
-this employment be profitable to those who find the capital*^ 
it will not long be serviceable to those who find the indus-r 
try, and how to devise adequate employment for the la- 
bourer, that shall at the same time repay the capitalist, is 
the grand arcanum that we want to get hold of, ''hoc opusr 
hie labor est.^ Our inexhaustible treasure of coal, and oT 
iron, have made tbe steam power so a>r«^^\&^ ^2fii^ ^^><> 



The code' of poor laws hu at len^h grown up 
into a tree, Hrliich, like the fkbulous Upas, over- 
shadows and poisons the land; unwholesome expO' . 

ccisible, that there seems lo be no assignable limit to the 
improrement of onr machinery; bat, to permit our ma- 
chiuerj to be expcoted,' is about as wise as to hamiUer 
swords upon sur owu anrils, to be employed against OST- 
sdves; 'inimsiTosfairicata.eslmackiiutmiiros.''' Itisim- 
pmsible lo deprive Englishmen of their spiiit of enterprise 
and inrenlion, orof tbe power of tbcir ingenuity, and tbeir 
k^tsof industry ; but our maehineiris the imbodied result ' 
<tf all these things put together, antl in this point, the el-, 
porlation of it, la to deprive us of much of the benefit of 
these high qualiiieations stated above ; thus it is that the 
povers of our heads may ultimately paralyze the labours 
of our hands. The gigaUticandformidable dilemma of the 
prestnt day is this : three orders of men are vitally neces- 
sary to the existence of the staM, for our national indepen- 
dence is triune, resting npon the welfare of the a^cultu- 
rist, th« manufacturer, and the merchant. The nusfortDnc 
U, that the agriculturist wants one state of things, oppa- 
site lo, and destructive of the interests of the othsr two i tat 
the agriculturist must have high prices, or be can no". 
loi^r meet the heavy demands upon the land ; but the m^ . 
chant anil the manijfactarer are equally aniious for low 
prices at home, to enable them to cotupete with the foreigner 
abroad. Now, inasmuch as ii is chiefly from our euperiorHy 
in macbinery, that we are still able lo coiUmand a prefer- 
ence of our aiticles in foreign markets, notwithslanding the 
Btate of high pnces al home, it follows that the me^ns by 
which that superiority is preserved, should be most jealouslj 
guarded, and like a prodnciive potent, kept as' f«r as pos- 
sible, exclusively lo ourselves. So nnboiutded is the power 
of inacbinery, tbat I have been informed, raw cotton is 
brought by a long and expensive voyage to England, . 
wrooght into yam, aad earned out to India, to supply the 
poor Hindoo with 'tie staple commodity for his muslioa (if 
the finest fabric: and this yarn, afier having performed two 
voyages, we can supply him with cheaper than he-hlmsalf 
can spin iL although heisconCent«dwithadiet ofriceaod 
^""ti^r, and a remuneration of about one penny pei day. 
' I have heard a lace manufacturer in the west (rfElngi 
' na asfbiM fntned W.l»t(e( DDT mm nUa,— fi«> 
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^entas toffTfithe bud,. dOemmas and depravities hane 
hem the blossom, and danger and despair arc the 
bitter ffak: ^radiee in tartara tenditJ*^ 



It h best, if possible, to deceive iio one^ for he 
Aat like Mahomet or Cromwell, begins by deceiv-» 
inig others, will end like these, by deceiving him"* 
self; should it be absolutely necessary to deceive 
our enemies^ there may be times when this cannot 
be effectnally accomplished' without deceiving at 
the same time our friends ; for that which is known 
to pur friends, will not long be concealed from our 
enemies. Lord Peterborough persuaded Sir Ro- 
bert Walpole that Swift -had seen the folly of his 
old political principles, and had come Over to those 
of the administration ; tliat he found himself buried 
alive in Ireland, /and wished to pass the remainder 
of his days with English preferment and on Eng- 
" lish ground. After frequent importunities from his 
lordship. Sir Robert consented' to see Swift. He 
came over from Ireland, and was brought by Lord 
Peterborough to dine with Sir Robert at Chelsea* 
His manner was very captivating^ full of respect to Sir 
Robert,^and completely imposing on Lord Peterbo-^ 
rough ; but we shall see in the sequel, that Swifl 
had ruined himself by not attending to the maxim, 
that it is necessary at times to deceive our friends 
as well as our enemies. Sometime after dinner, 
Sir Robert retired to his closet, and sent for Lord 
Peterborough, who entered full of joy at Swift's 
demeanour ; but all this was soon done away } 

land affirm, that one pound of raw cotton has been spun by 
machinery into yam so fine, that it would reach from Lon- 
< don to Edinburgh. 

* Ms roots reach down to keU. — Pub.^ . 

21* 
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* You see, my lord,Vs^d Sir Robert, 'how highly' 
I stand in Swift'^ favour.' - 'Yes^* replied Lord 
Peterborough, ' and I am confident he means all 
he says.' Sir Robert proceeded : ' In my situation, 
assailed as I am by false friends emd real enemies, 
I hold it my duty, and for' the kmg's benefit, to 
watch correspondence ; this letter I caused to be 
stopped at the post-office-^read it.' It was a letter 
from Swift to Dr. Arbuthnot, saying that Sir Ro- 
bert had consented to see him at last; that he 
knew no flattery was too gross for Sir. Robert, and 
that he should receite plenty, and added, that he 
hoped very soon to have the old fox in his clutches. 
Lord Peterborongh was in astonishment: Sir Ro* 
bert never, saw Swift again. He speedily retiumed. 
to Ireland, became a complete) misanthrope,*: and 
died without a friend. 



In the superstitious rituat of the church of 
Rome, the Pope has not the poor merit of invent- 
ing that mummery by which he reigns. The.Ro* 
man church professes to have a Christian object 
of adoration, but she worships him with Pagan 

♦ He did not open his lips, except on pne occasion, for 
seven years. It would seem that he had a meiancnory 
foreboding of his fate, for on seeing an qld oak, the head 
of which was withered, he feelingly exclaimed, ' I shall be 
like that tree — I shall die at the top.' The following lines 
in Hjrpocrisy, allude to this circumstance : — 

' Then ask not length of days, that giilless gift, 
More pleased like Wolfe to die, than live like Slwift; 
He, with prophetic plaint, his doom divin*d, 
The body uaide the living tomb of mind; 
Rudder and compass g(»ie, of thought and ^peecb^ 
He lay a mig^hty wreck, on wisdom's beach V 
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fotms.^ She retains the ancient custom of build* 
ing temples with a position to the east. And what 
are her statues, her incense, her j)ictures, her ini" 
age wQrship, her holy water, her processions, her 
prodigies, and her legerdemain, hui religious cirs«« 
toms, which have survived the policy of imperial 
Rome, but which caused that metropolis, when she 
became pontifical,^ to receive popery ^s an 0%, not 
to submit to it as a sovereign. 

Matrimony is wa engagement which must last 
the life of one of the parties, ai^d there is no 
retracting, ' vestigia nulla retrQrsum;^\ therefore, to 
avoid all the horror of a repentance that comes too 
late, men should thoroughly know the real causes 
that induce them to take so important a step, before 
they venture upon it. Do they stand in need of a 
wife, an heiress, or a nurse ? Is it their passions, 
their wants, or their infirmities, that solicit them to 

* I shall quote the following remarks from the learned 
anther of the Dissertation on the Oljrmpic Games. * Thos 
were the two most powerful and martial states of Greece 
subjected in their turn, to the authority of a petty and aa- 
warlike people; this possibly we should have some diffi- 
culty to believe, were mere not many modem examples of 
mightier, if not wiser nations, than either of the two above 
mentioned, having been awed into a submissian to a power 
still more insignificant than that of EUs, by the same edge- 
less arms, the same bmtum fulmen.* Whether the thun- 
ders of the Vatican were forged in itQitatioh of those of 
the Olympian Jupiter, I^ill not determine, though I must 
take notice thatmanv of the customs and ordinances of the 
Roman church allude most evidently tQ many practiaied in, 
the Olympic stadiimi, as, extreme unction, the palm, the 
crown of martyrs, and others, as may be seei^ at large in 
Faber*s Agfonisticon.* ' 

t No step backward, — Pub. 
* Potntlcsg thanderbQUM.'Foa. 



2^ LA CON. 

wed? Are they candidates for ihat hstppy tta:^^ 
^propter opus, apes, sed opem?^* according to the 
epigram. These are questions much more propei^ 
to be proposed before pien go to the altar, than after' 
it ; they are ix)ints which, well ascertsimed, would 
prevent many disappointments, often deplorable;^- 
often ridiculous, always remediless*- We shmiid^ 
not then see young spendthrifts allying fhem* 
selves to females wno are Tiot so, only becanser 
they have nothing to esqpend ; nor old debauchees 
taking a blooming beauty to their bosom, when 
an additional flannel waistcoat would have been a 
bedfellow much more salutary and appropriate. 

Villany that is vigilant, will be an overmatch for 
virtue, if she slumber on h^ post ; and hei^ce it is^ 
that a bad cause has often tri\miphed over a geoi 
one ; for the partisans of the formei,^ knowing that 
their cause will do nothing for them, have done 
every thing for their cause ; whereas the friends' 
df the latter are too apt to expect every thing from 
their cause, and to do nothing for themselves. 

War is a game in which princes seldom win, the 
people never. To he defended, is almost as great; 
an evil as to be attacked; and the peasant hasr 
oflen found the shield of 'a protector, no less dp-^ 
pressive than the sword of an invader. Wars of 
opinion, fts they have been the most destructive, 
are also th6 most disgraceful of conflicts ; being 
appeals from right to might, and from argument to 
artillery; the fomenters of them have considered 
the raw material, man, to have been formed for no 
worthier purposes than to All up gazettes at home^ 

♦ JTor work, or wealth, or ai<^.-^P(j& 
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#ith their names, and ditches abroad with their 
bodies; Let us hope that true philosophy, tho 
joint, offspring of a religion that is pure, and of a 
reaison that is enlightened, will gradually prepare a 
better order of things, when mamdnd will no longer 
be insulted, by seeing bad pens mended by good 
swords, and weak heads e'xalted by strong hands. 

Powerful friends, and first-rate connexions, often 
assist a man*s rise, and contribute to his promo- 
tioti; but there are many instances wherein all 
these things have acted as impediments against 
him, ^ipsa siH cihstat magnitudo;^* for our very 
greatness may prevent its own aggrandizement, 
and be kept dawn by its ovniweigiu. *mole ruU 
^o.'t It is well known that the conclave of car- 
dinals were extremely jealous of permitting a 
Jesuit to fill the .apostolic chair, because that body 
was already too powerful and overbearing ; dignus 
sed jesuitaX est^ was a common maxim of the Y^ti* 
can y the fact is, that men like to retain some little 
power and influence over those whom they aggran- 
dize and advance ; and hence it happens that 
great' talents, supported by great connexions, are 
not unfrequently passed over, for those that are less 
powerful but more practicable; and less exalted, 
but more manageable and subservient. 

* Its own greatness is em ebstaele.^-'PjJB, 
t Its own weight pvlls it down. — Pdb. ' 
t The talent for intrigue which distinguished that $0* 
ciety, became at length so brilliant, as to consume itseUl 




§ He is Hoorthy^ but a Jesuit. — Pub. 

* It boms witli its own brightness.— Pub. 

t When 4e«d he will be regarded— Pub. \ 



« 
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. Otfreflecting upon all the frauds and deeeptioni 
ihat ha^e si^cceeded in'duping mankind, it is really 
astonishing, npon how very small a. foundation, ait 
immense superstructure may be raised. The solu^ 
tion of this may perhaps be found in that axiom of 
the atomists : That there must ever be a much gfeateif^ 
distance between nothing, and that which is least, 
than between that which is least, and the greatest. 

Matches, wherein one party is all passion, and 
the other all indifference, will assimilate about as 
well as ice and firp. It is possible that the fh*e 
will dissolve t^ ice, but it is most probable that it 
will be extin^shed in the attempts 

It is only^hen the rich are sidk, that they fulljr 
feel the impotence of wealth. 

The keenest abuse of our enemies, will not hurt 
us so much in the estimation of the discerning, as 
the injudicious praise of our friends. - 

This world cannot explain its own difliculties, 
without the assistance of a^other^ 

In the constitution, both of our mind arid ofoui' 
body, every thing must go on right, and harmo- 
nize well together to make us happy ; but should 
one thing go tvrong, that is quite enough to make ' 
us miserable ; and although the joys of this world 
are vain and shorty yet its sorrows are real and 
' lasting ; for I will show you a tun of perfect pain,^ 
with greater ease than one oimce of perfect pleas* 
ure; and he knows little of himself, or of the 
world, who does not think it sufficient happiness to 
be free from sorrow ) therefore, give a wise man 
'^'^Hlthj and he will give himself every other thinsr* 
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IiBay, giv6 him health, for it often happens that 
the. most ignorant empiric can do us the> greatest 
harm., although the most skilful physician knows 
not how to do us the slightest good. 

' /The advocate for torture would wish to see the 
^strongest hand joined to the basest heart, and the 
iveakest head. Engendered in intellectual^ and 
ibarried on in artificial darkness, torture is a trial, 
jaot of guilt, but of nerve, not pf innocence, but of 
^durance ; it perverts the whole order of things, 
tor it compels the weak to affirm that which is- 
liaise, and determines th,e strong to deny that which 
is true ; it converts the criminal into the evidence, 
the judge into the executioner, and . ipakes a direr 
jbunishment than would follow guilty precede it. 
When under the clpak of religion^ and the garb 
of an ecclesiastic, torture is made a|i instrument 
of accomphshing the foulest schemes of worldly 
ambition, it then becomes an atrocity that can . be 
described or imagined, only wher^it has been seen 
and felt. It is consolatory to the best sympathies 
of our nature, that the hydra head of this monster 
has been broken, and a triumph over her, as 
bright as it is bloodless, obtained in that very coun- 
try, whose aggravated wrongs had well nigh made 
vengeance a virtue, and clemency a crime* 

' A semi-civilized state of society, equally re- 
moved from the extremes of barbarity and of refine- 
ment, seems to be that particular meridian, under 
which all the reciprocities and gratitudes of hospi- 
tality do most readily flourish and abound. It so 
happens, that the ease, the luxury, and the abun- 
dance of the highest state of civilization, are as 
productive of selfishness, as the diflic\xlt\^%^ *^" 
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privaUons and sterilities of iSie lowest In^ com- 
munity, just emerging from the natural state - to 
the artificial,- and from the rude to the civilized, the 
wants and the strjaggles of the individual will compel 
the most liberal propensities of our nature to begin 
at home, andr- too often end virhere they began ; 
^e history of our own xjountry will justify these 
conclusions, for as civihzation proceeded, and prop- 
erty became legalized and extended, the civil and 
Bcclesiastical ^impropriators of the soil, set an ex- 
ample of hospitality, coarse indeed, and indiscrim* 
inating, but of unrivalled magnificence, fron^ the 
extent of its scale, if not from the elegance of its 
arrangements. The possessor had no other mod» 
of spending hiB vast revenues. The dissipations, 
the amusements, and the facilities of intercourse, . 
to be met with in large towns and cities, were 
unbiown. He that wanted* society, and who that 
can have it, wants it not? cheerfully opened his 
cellars, his stables, and his halls ; the retinue be- 
came as necesppry to the lord, as the lord to the 
vetinue ; and the parade and splendour of the chase, 
were equalled only by the prodigality and the pro* 
liision of- the banquet. As the arts and sciences 
advanced, and commerce and manufactures im- 
proved, a new state of thing* -arose. The refine- 
inents of luxury enabled the individual to expend 
Ihe whole of his income, however vast, upon kifn^ 
self; and hospitality immediately yielded to parsi- 
moiry, aacid magnificence to meanness. The Cr<B- 
mxB of civilization can now wear a whole forest iit « 
his pocket, in the shape of a watch, and can cany 
the produce of a whole estate upon his little finger,^ 
in the shape of a ring ; he can gormandize a whele 
ex at a meal, metamorphosed into a turtle, and waek 
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br down witk a wtole btrtt of October, condense^ 
into a flagon of tokay ; and he can conclude these 
ieats, by selling the whole interests of aMngdonr 
for a bnbe, and by putting the costly priSof his 
delinquency in a snuff-box. 

Modern criticism discloses that which it would 
faiil conceal, but conceals that which, it professes 
!to disclose ; it is therefore read'by the discerning, 
ndt to discover the merits qf an author^ but the moi- 
tives of his critic. 

Living kings receive more battery than they 
deserve, but less praise. They are flattered by 
sycophants, who, as they have their own interest 
at heattj much more than that of their master, are 
far more anxious to say what wiU he profitable to > 
themselves, than salutary to him. JS«t the high<^ 
ioainded and independent, although tbey wilt be the 
drst' to perceive, and the fittest to appreciate the 
. sterling qualities of a sovereign, will be the last to 
applaud them, while he fills a thione. The rea- 
Bons are obvious ; their ja'aises would neither be 
ndvantageous to the monarch, nor creditable to 
themselves. Not advantageous to the monarch, be- 
cause however pure may be the principles of their 
admiration, the World will give them no such credit, 
but wiU mix up the praises of the most disinter-^ 
asted with the flatteries of the mo*t designing, ; 
wherever a living king is the theme ; neither will 
Buch praises be creditable to those who bestow 
^em, for they will be sure to incur the obloquy pf 
flattery, without the wages of adulation, and will 
jdiare in the punishment, without participating ill 
^e spoil or concurring in the criminality.^ None 
tberefove but those who have established the Hff^ 
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est character for magnanimity and independence^ 
may safely venture to praise Urimg merit, when in 
the person of a king,* it gires far more lustre to a 
crown than it receives. 

If we steal thoughts from the modems, it will • 

be cried down as plagiarism ; if from the ancients, 

it will be cried up as erudition. But in this respect, 

every author is a Spartan, being more ashamed of 

the discovery, than of the depredation. Yet the 

offence itself may not be so' heinous as the manner 

of committing it ; for some, as Voltaire,t not only 

steal, but, like the harpies, befoul and bespatter 

those whom they have plundered. Others, again, 

give us the mere carcass of another man's thoughts, 

but deprived of all their life and spirit, and this is 

to add murde^ to robbery.. I have somewhere seen 

it observed, that we should make the same use of 

a book, as a bee - does^ of a 9ower ; she steals 

sweets from it, but does not injilire it; and thofliei 

sweets she herself improves and concocts into 

honey. Most plagiarists, like the drone, have 

neither taste to select, industry to acquire, nor skill 

to improve, but impyderitly pilfer the honey ready 

prepared, from the hive. ^ 

* What has been said of happiness, with regard to men, 
maybe said of praise with respect to monarchs, with a 
slight alteration : — 

* Dicique Celebris, 
Ante obitum, nemo, supremaque funera debet.'* 

t Hei robbed Shakspeare, and then abused him, compar- t. 
ing him, among other things, to a dunghill. It was in iB- 
lusion to these plagiarisms, that Mrs. Montague retorjd 
upon Voltaire, that if Shakspeare was a dun^iill, heJiad 
-enriched a veiy ungrateful soil. 

* Let none be called litmons befor*his death.— Pvi. 
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Custom is the law of- one description of fools, 

and fashion of another; but the two parties often 

clash; for precedent is the legislator of the first, 

and novelty of the last. Custom, therefore, looks 

to things that are past, and fashion to things that 

are present, but bodi o^ them are somewhat pur- 

blind as to things that are to come; of the two, 

lashion imposes the hteaviest burden; for shs cheats 

her yota;ries of their time, theb fortune, and their 

comforts, and she repays them, only with the cele* 

biity of being ridiculed and despised ; a very par« 

adoxical mode of remuneration, yet always most 

thankfully received ! Fashion is the veriest god- 

' dess'of semblance and of shade; to be happy, is 

of far less consequence to her worshippers, than to 

appear so;. even pleasure itself they sacrifice ta 

parade, and enjoyment to ostentation. She requires 

the niost passive and implicit obedience, at the 

same time that she imposes a most grievous load 

of ceremonies, and the slightest munnurings would 

pnly cause the recusant to be laughed at by all 

other classes, and excommunicated by his own. 

Fashion builds her temple in the capital of some 

iQighty empire, and having selected four or ^y^ 

hundred of the silliest people it contains, she dubs 

them with the magnificent and imposing title of the 

WORLD ! But the marvel and the misfortune is, that 

this arrdgant title is as universally accredited by , 

the many who abjure^ as by the few who adoro 

her ; and this creed of fashion, requires not only 

the weakest folly, but the strongest faith, since it 

would maintain that the minority are the whole, 

and the majority are nothing ! Her smile has 

given wit to dulness,aftd grace to. deformity, and 

has brpught every thing into vogue, by tums^ 
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establish a liiB, ^ould set fire to tlie temple' of tnit^y 
with a fagot stolen from her altafv ' - 



Some read to think, these are rare; some to 
write, these are common ; and some read to talk» 
and these form the great majority. The first page 
of &n author not unfrequently «u£ces all the pur« 
poses of this latter class, of whom it has bees said^ 
they treat books as some do lords; they infcvsi< 
themsdves of their titles jt^nd then boast of an ueh 
tijinate acquaintance.. 



The two most precious things on this side the 
grave are our reputation and our life. But it is t<o 
be .lamented that the most contemptible whispef 
may deprive us of the one, and the weakest 
weapon of the other. A wise man, therefore, will' 
be more anicious to deserve a fair name, than 1o 
possess it, and this will teach ^im so to live, as iioi 
to be afraid to die^ 



ii«4» 



He that places himself neither higher nor lower 
than he ol^[ht to do, exercises the truest humili^ ; 
and few things ate so disgusting as the arrogant 
affability of die great, which only serves to show 
€>ther8 the sense they emertain d" their inferiority, 
since they consider it necessary to stw^ so low to 
meet it. A certain prelate^ now no more, happened 
to meet at a large patty, his old collegiate acquaint- 
^mce, the celebrated Dr. G., of coursing and clas- 
sical notoriety. Having dpptessed the doctor with 
a plentiful dose of condescension, his lordship, 
with a familiarity evidently 4tffected, inquired. ^ 
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She ddctoF^ how long it niight be since they had 
last the pleasure of seeing one anoUier ? * The 
' last time I had the honour of seeing ydur lord- 
ship,' said the doctor, •; happened to be when you 
were walking to serve your curacy at Trumping- 
..ton, and I was riding to serve my church at Ches- 
terford ; and as the jraln happened to be particularly 
b^^y your lordship most graciously condescended 
to mAunt my servant's horse. The animal not 
having been used to carry double, was unruly, and 
when^ your lordship dismounted, it was at the 
Expense of no- small number of stitches in your 
small-clothes. I felt not a little embarrassed for 
ybur lordship, as you had. not then an apron to 
cover them ; but L remember that you soon set me 
at ease, by informing me, that a sermon, enclosing 
Some black thfeadand a needle, were three articles 
.which you never travelled without; on bearing 
which, I ventured to congratulate your lordship on 
&e happy expedient you had hit upon for giving a 
etmn^cted thread to your discourse, and some 
polish no \es9 ih&n point to your arguments.' — His 
lordship was never afterwards known to ask an old 
Mend how long it was since he had last the pleasure 
of seeing him* 



Most females will forgive a liberty, i^-ther than a 
fi()ight, and if any woman were to hang a man for 
fitetaling her picture, although it were set in gold, it 
would be a new case in law ; but if he carried off 
the^etting, and left the portrait, I would not answer 
for hii^ safety, even if Alley were his pleader, and 
a Middlesex jury his peers. The felon would be 
doomed to feel eXperimei^ly, the force of two 
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liflies of the poet, whitsli, on this occasion, I shall 
unite :— 

* FoMnina quidpossUj ^ 

* Spretmque injuria f&rmtB,^ 



)* 



Habit will reconcile us to every thing but change, 
and even to change, if it rec^ir not too quickly: 
Milton, therefoi:e, makes bis hell an ice house, as 
well as an oven, aiid freezes his devils ^t one 
period, but bakes them at another. The late Sir 
Greorge Staunton informed me, Uiat he had visite4. 
a man in India, who had committed a murder, and 
in order not only to save his life, but t^hat was of 
much more consequence, his cctste^ he siilmiitted to 
the penalty imposed ; this was, that he should 
sleep for seven years on a bedstead, without any 
mattress, the whole surface of w:hich was studded 
with points of iron resembling nails, but not. so. 
sharp as to penetrate the flesh. Sir George saw 
him in the fifth year of his probation, and his skin 
was then like the hide of a rhinoceros, but more. 
callous;- at that time, however, he, could sleep 
comfortably on his ' bed of thorns,^ jixid remarked 
that at the expiration of the term of his sentence, 
he should most probably continue tha^ system from 
choice, which he had been obliged to adopt from 
necessity. 



Those who have a thorough knowledge of the 
human heart, will often produce all the best effects 
of the virtues, by a subtle appeal to the vanities of 
those with whom they have to do ;*'-«nd can cause, 
th^ fery weakness of our mindsi indirectly^ to. 

* What thdngs a woma^ wi^n despised^ ca/ikda, — ^Pu9. : ; 
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ddntribiite to the furtherance of measures, from 
whose strength the powers of our minds, would 
perhaps recoil, as unequal- and inefficient. A 
preacner in the neij^bourhood of Blackfriars, not 
undeseirvedly popular, had just finished an exhot-* 
tktioh strongly reiCommending the liberal support of 
a certain rerjr meritorious institution. The con- 
gfegationr was numerous, and the chapel crowded 
to excess. The discourse being fmished, the plate 
was a^»it to be handed round to th^ respective 
pews^ when the preacher macle this short address 
to the congregation : ' From the great sympathy I 
have witnessed id your countenances, and the 
strict attention you have honoured * me with, there 
i& only one thing I am afraid of; that some of you 
may feel inclined to give too muck ; now it is. my 
duty to inform you, that justice, though not sd 
pleassEnt, yet should always be b: prior virtue to 

fenerosity ; therefore, as you will all immediately 
ft waited ujpon in yQu^ respective pews, I wish to 
have it thoroughly understood j that nq person will 
diink of putting any thing into the plate, t&Ao cannot 
pay hiJs dehts.^ 1 need not add, that thi^ advice 
produced a most Overtlowing coHection. 

Little errots ought to be pardoned," if committed 
by those who are great^ in things that are greatest. 
Paley once made a false quantity in the chui^ch of 
St.'Mafy*s ; and Bishop Watson niost feelingly 
lameijts the valuable time he was obliged to squan- 
der away,«in attending tp such minutiiB. Nothing, 
however, is more disgusting than the triumphant 
crowings of leatiaed dunces, if by any chance they 
can fasten a slip or peccadillo of this kind, upon an 
illustrious name. But these spots ia th& «^ys!i>^^ "^ 
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sboidd remember^ ni^in be expos^ mfly^ by ttose 
wbo have made use of the smoky glass of envy or 
of prejudice ; it is to be expected that these 
trifles should have, great importance^ attached io 
them by sttch men, for they constitpte the little 
intellectual o^/ of weak minds, and if tfa^ had not 
them, they would have nothing. But^he, that l&e 
Paley, has actually measured Hmng men, may be 
allowed the privilege of an occasional false quanti* 
ty in dead Idnguages ; and even a false concord in 
words, msLy be. pstrdohed in him, who has produced 
a true concord between such momentous things zs 
the purest faith and the profoundest reason. 

Nobility is a river that sets with a constant and 
undeviating current, directly ii^o the great Pacific 
ocean of time ; but, unlike all other riverr, it is 
more grand at its 'source, than at its termination. 

The greatest difficulty in pulpit ieloquence, is to" 
give the subject all the dignity it so fiilly deserves, 
without attaching any importance to ourselves-; 
some preachers reverse the thing ; — ^they give so 
much importance^ to themselves, that they have 
none left for the subject 

Ingratitude in a superior, is very often nothing 
more than the refusal of some unreasonable re- 
quest; and if the patron does too little, it is'not 
unfrequently because the dependant exjpects too 
much. A certain pope, who had been raised from 
an obscure, situation, to the apostolic chair, was 
immediately waited up<m by. a deputation sent frdm 
a small district, in winch he had formerly officiated 
83 cure. It seems that he had promised the 
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tdabitants that he would do something for them, 
if it should ever be in his power; and some of 
them now appeared before him, to remind him (ni 
hi3 promise, and also to request that he would fulfil 
it by granting them two harvests in etery year! 
He acceded to this modest request on condition 
that they should go home immediately, and so< 
adjust the almanack of their own particular district, 
as to make every year of their register consist of 
twenty-four calender months. 

Those traitors, who know that they have sinned 
beyond forgiveness, have not the courage to be 
true to these, whom they presume are perfectly 
acquainted with the full extent of their treachery. 
It is conjectured that Cromwell would have pro- 
posed terms of reconciliation to Charles the Second, 
could he but have harboured the hope that he would 
forgive his father's blood ; and it was the height of 
wisdom in Caesar, to refuse to be as wise as he 
might have been, if he had not immediately burnt 
the cabinet of Pompey which he took at Pharsalia 

' N^scitur a Sodis,^* is a prov^b that does not 
invariable apply ; for men of. the highest talent 
have not always culled their familiar society 
from minds of a sinular caliber with their own. 
There are moments of relaxation, when they prefer 
friendship to philosophy, and comfort to counsel. 
Fatigued by confuting the coxcombs, or exhausted 
by coping with the giants of literature, there are 
moments, when the brightest minds prefer the 
soothings of sympathy to all the briUiancy of wit, 

*Heisk7$ownbylUs€i>mpany* — "pvB, 
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as he that is in need of repose, selects a bed ot 
feathers, rather than of flints. 



Politics, and personalities will give a temporary 
interest to authors, but they must possess something 
more if they would wish to render that interest 
permanent. I question whether Junius himself, 
nad not been long since forgotten, if we could 
but have ascertained wh(wn to forget ; but our 
reminiscences were kept from slumbering, chiefly 
because it was undetermined where they should 
rest. The letters of Junius* are a splendid monu* 

* In my humble opinion the talents of Junius have been 
overrated. Home Tooke gained a decisive victory oyer 
him ; but Home was a host, and I have heard one who knew 
him well, observe, that he was a man who felt nothings 
and feared, nothing ; the person alluded to above, also ii^ 
formed me that Home Tooke on one occasion ^wrote a 
challenge to Wilkes, who was then sheriff for the county of 
Middlesex. Wilkes had signalized himself in a most deter-* 
mined affair with Martin, on account of No. forty-five in 
the True Briton, and he wrote Home Tooke the following 
laconic reply to the challenge. * Sir, I do. not think it my 
bjftsiness to cut the throat of every desperado that may tie 
tired of his life ; but as I am at present high sheriff for 
the city of London , it may happen that I may shortly have 
an opportunity of attending you in my o^cial capacitf^, in 
which case I will answer for it^hact you shall have no groou^ 
to complain of my endeavours to serve you,' Probably it 
was about this time that Home Tooke on behig asked by a 
foreigner of distinction, how much treason an Engllshana^; 
might venture to writ^ without being haaged, replied^ 
-fhat he could not inform him just yet, but that he was try^ 
ing. To return to juniu?, I have always suspectpd that 
those letters were written by some one who haa either af^ 
terwards apostatized from the principles which they con- 
tain, or w^o had been induced from mercenary and peiw 
sonal motives, to advocate them with so much a&periJty, and 
Aat they were not avowed by the writer,, merely because 
sach an aTX)w^l would have detracted more from his repu- 
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-JUmt, afi uiHi^|)irQf|riated c.eiiota^^ uridQli^ Uke the 
pyinttads of Egypt, derives nmch of its: invpmrtanee 
£rom the myMory ja- which 4he hsindihat reared it 
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Wo -mea deserve the title Df ifiMels, so little as 
tihoee to whom it hsis heeiMisually applied ; let any 
of those who renounce Christianity, wlite fairly 
/down in a%pok, all the absurdities that they belieVb 
instead of it^ and they will 6nd that it requires inore 
kaHk. to reject Christianity than to embrace it. 

The temple of truth is built indeed of stones of 
Crystal, b«t^ inasmuch as iliien have been concerned 
Inr rearing it, it has been consolidated by a cement, 

xqmpnsed of baser materials; It is deeply to' be 
iSimented,.that truth herself will -attract little atten- 

• lasfn, aitd less esteem, until it be ximalgamated with 
«dme particular party, persuasion, or sect; unmixed 
and adulterated, it too often proves as "*unfit fbr 
currency, as pure gold for circulation. Sir Walter 

Ifaleigh has observed, that he that follows trath 
too closely, must lake care that she does not stnke 
01^ his teeUi ; he that follows truth too closely, 
has little to fear from truth, but he has much^ to 
fear from the pretended fiiferids of it. He, there- 
Iwre, that is dead to all the smiles and to all the 
firowns of the living, alone is equal to the hazardous 
task'of writing a history of his own times, worthy 
of bei^g transmitted td timies that are to ccmie. 

tati^ as'a man than itwould hav^ added to his faine as an 
author. This supposition has beeaconsiderably strengthen- 
ed by a late very conclusive aijd well-reasoned, volume, en- 
titlei Junius Identified, published by Messrs. Taf lor and 
H^ssey. • - • 
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Geniusj^hen eifipk^ed in works ifdi<Hfie iett^ 
dency it is tQ demoralize and to degigade ns^ should 
be contemplated with abhorrence father thui with 
admiration ; such a monument of its ppwer^ may 
indeed be stamped with immorti^lity, but like the 
Ck>lisaBttm at Rome, we <iep2ore its imig^a^c«ieet 
because we detest the purposes for wMch it was 
designed* 

Anguish of mind has. driven thousaiids to sui^ . 
cide ; anguish of body, none. This prpves^ ^at' 
the health of the mind is of far greater conse- 
quence than the health of the bodyr although both 
are deserving of much more attention than either of 
them receive; ^ 



Intrigues of state, like games of whist, require a 
partner, and in both, success is the joint effect ol 
chance and of skill ; but the former differ froni the 
latter in one particular-^e knaves rule the kings*^ 
Count Stackeiberg was sent on a particular em*^ 
bassy by< Catherine of Russia, into Poland ; on 
the%ame occasion, Thurgut was despatched by 
the emperor of Germany. Both these ambassa- 
dors were strangers to elich other. When the 
morning appointed for an audience arrived, Thurgut 
w^s ushered into a magn^ent saloon, where, 
seeing a dignified looking man seated and attend^d^ 
by a number of Polish noblemen, who were stand- 
ing most respectfully before him, the Gennaa 
ambassador (Thurgut) concluded it was the king, 
and addressed him as such, with the accustomed 
formalities . This dignified looking creature turned 
out to be Stackeiberg, who received the -unex- 
j)ected homage with pride an4 silence. Sooa after 
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■* 
fi^ldag entered: the presencacliamber, and Thur- 
mt, perceiving his mistakey retired, much morti* 
led and ashamed. In the evening, it so happened 
that both these ambassadors were playing cards 
at the same table with his majesty. The Grerman 
«nvoy threw down a card, saying, / The king of 
clubs !' . < A mistake !' said the monarch ; ' it is the 
knave !* * Pardon noe, sire,' exclaimed Thurgut, 
casting a, significant glance at Stackelberg; 'this 
is the second time to-day I have mistaken a knave 
for a king 1 !' Stackelberg, though very prompt at 
repartee, bit his lips, and was silent. 

I " 

As.it is far more difficult to be just, than to be 
generous, sO also those will often find it a much 
Sarder task to punish than to pardon, who have 
both in their power. There is.no one quality of the 
mind, that requires more resolution, and receives a 
less reward, than that prospective but ultimately 
merciful severity, which strikes the individual for 
the good of the community. The popular voice — 
the tears of relatives— ^the influence of rank — ^the 
eloquence of talent — may all conspire to recofti- 
mend an act of clemency, in itself most grateful to 
the sympathies of one v/hose high situation has 
privileged him to exert it. What shall we put into 
the opposite scale ? l*he public good. But it may 
happens that the public themselves have signified 
their willingness to waive this high consideration. 
He^, then, the supreme head of the state is forced 
upon a trial, almost too great for humanity ;' he is 
called upon to i^nk the feelings of the man in the 
firmiiess of the . magistrate, to sacrifice the finest 
sensibiliues of the heart to the sternest dictates of 
the head; and to exhibit an integrity more pure thsA. 
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nent a henefit on societf, as IkeU single' sacrijlcei kis 
death. On this memorable occasion, Europe saw 
the greatest monarch she contMned, acknowledge 
Tng a sovereign, within his -own domimonS) greater 
than himself; a sovereign that triumphed not only- 
over his power, but over his pity— ^A« supremo^ 
of the laws, 

^ The praise of the envious is far less creditable 
than their censure; they praiise only that which 
they can surpass/ but that w^ch surpasses them— 
they censure. . 

* Sir Joshua Reynolds had as few faults as moat m^ 
but jeaJousy is the besettiug sin of his profession, and Sir 
Joshua jdid not altogether escape the eontagion. FronH 
some private pique or ottier, he was too apt to take eveiy 
opportunity of depreciating the mei^its of Wilson, ^perhaps 
the Jirst landscape painter of his day. . On a.certam oceai- 
sion, when some members of the profession were discus- 
sing the respective merits of their brother artists, Sir Joshua, 
in the presence of Wils(5n,^more pointedly than politely 
remarked, that Gainsborough was indispatei)lv andoey<Hid 
all comparison,, the first landscape painter of the day: nofW 
it will he recollected that Grainsoorough was very far from a 
contemptible painter of portraits as well ) and Wilson im- 
mediately followed up the remark of Sir Joshua by sapng, 
that whether Gainsborough was the first laadscape painter 
or not of the day, yet there was one t^ing in which all prer 
sent, not excepting Sir Joshua himself, would agree, that 
GJainsborough was the first portrait painter of the day 
without any probability of a rival. Here we see two mett 
reispectively eminent in the departments of their art giving 
an undeserved superiority to a third in both ; but a supe- 
riority only given to gratify the pique of each, at the ex- 
pense of the feelings of the other. The late Mr. West was 
perfectly free from this nigra succusloliginis.f This free- 
dom from all envy was not lost upon the discrhninatiiie 
head, and benevolent heart ofour late sovereign. Sir Wilt 
iam Beachy having just returned from Windsor, where 

f The blood of the btecki cuta« ftBh^CL «. tverf. 
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Men are more' readily contented with no intel- 
lectual light than a little ; and wherever they have 
been taught to acquire some knowledge in order to 
please others, thejr have most generally gone on 
to acquire mor^, to please themselves. * So far 
jskalt thov^,go, 6ut no farther,^ is as inapplicable to 
fwisdom as to the wave.- The fruit of the tree of 
knowledge may sUind in the garden, undesired, only 
0^ loiig as it be untouched ; but the moment it is 
lasted, all prohibiition will be vain. The present is 
yan age of inquiry, and truth is the real object of 
inany, th^ avowed object of all. -But as truth can 
lieither be divided against herself, nor rendered 
468tr^ctive of herself^ as she courts investigation, 
jBnd solicits inquiry, it fdiows that her worshippers 
inust grow with the growth, strengthen ^th the 
length) and improve with the advanceigent of 
knowledge. ' Qui^ta ne movete,** is a sound maxim 
for a rotten cause. But there is a nobler maxim 
from a higher source, which enjoins us to try all 
things, but to hold fast that which is good. The 
day is past, when custom could procure acquies- 
cence ; antiquity, reverence ;. or power, obedience 
to ernur; and aJUhpugh errpr, and that of the most 

he had enjoyed aa iaterview with his iatejtnaiestjr, called 
OB "West in London, He was out, but drank tea with Mrs. 
West, and took anomwirtunity of informing her how very 
high Mr. West stood in the s^od opinion of his sovereign, 
who had particalarly dwelt on Mr. West's entire freedom 
firom jealousy or' envy, and who had remarked to Sir 
William, that in the numerous interviews he had permit- 
ted to Mr. West, he had never heard him utter a'single 
word detractory or depreciatiye of the^ talents or merits of 
any one human being whatsoever. Mrs. West, on hear- 
ing this; replied with, somewhat of plain sectarian blun^ 
ness:^GK> thou and do likewise.' 
* Distwrb not what UfUiiet. — Pub. 
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bold and dangerous ^d, has her worshippers, iu 
the very midst of us, yet it is simply and soleljr 
because they mistake error for truth,' Show them 
' their error, and the same pow«r that would in vaia 
compel them n&to to abjure it, would then as vainlr 
be exerted in compelling them to adore it. But i^i 
nothing is more turbulent and unmanageable than a. 
half enlightened population, it is the duty no less 
than the interest^ of those who have begun to 
teach the people to reason, to see that they use 
that reason aright ; for understanding, like hap]^ 
ness, is far more generally diffused,, than the se« 
questered scholar would either concede or imagine. 
I have often observed this in the uneducated, that 
when another can give them true premises, they 
will draw tolerably fair conclusions for themselves. 
But as nothing is more mischievous than a man 
that is half intoxicated, so nothing is more danger- 
ous than a. mind that is half informed. It is this 
semi-scientific description of intellect that has 
organized those bold attacks, made, and stilLmaking, 
upon Christianity. The extent and sale of infidel 
publications are beyondtill example and belief. This 
intellectual poison* is circulating through the low* 

* Mr. Bellamy^ in a very condusive performance, th« 
Anti-deist does not attempt to parry the weapon, so much 
as to disarm the hand that wields it : for he docs not ex- 
plain away the objections that have been advanced by the 
deist, but ne labours rather to extirpate them, aod to show 
that they have no other root but misconception or mistake, 
Mr. Bellamy V endeavours have had for their object the 
manifestation of the unimpeachable character and attri- 
butes of the great Jehovah, and the inviolable purity of the 
Hebrew text. Every Christian will wish success to such 
labours, and every Hebrew scholar will examine if they 
' deserve it. I do not pretend or presume to be a competent 
judge of this most important question; it is well worthy 
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'e0f ttniificatiohs of society; for it is presumed 
that if the root can be rendered rotten, the tower- 
ing tree must fall. The manufacture i» well suited 

the attention of the |)r6foundest Hebrew Scholars in tHe 
1ringctom« The Rabbi Meldolah^ wht)^e pro^ciency in the 
Hebrew langaage will give his Opinions some wewht, ad- 
mitted, in my preswice, one very material point, that Mr. 
^ Bellamy had not prevented the signification of the sacred 
Ketib, or Hebrew text, as far as ne was able to decide. 
Should this aoth6r'6 emendations turn out to be correct, 
» they should be adonted, a^ no time and no authority can 
tonsecratc error. Mr Bellamy has met with patronage in 
the very highest quainter-, a patronage liberal in every 
sense of the word ; and as honourable to the patron as to 
the author. His alterations, I admit, are. extremely nu" 
merous. important and consequential ; but they are sup- 
ported by a mass of erudition, authority, and argument 
that does indeed demand our most serious attention ; and 
many, in common with myself, will lament that they have 
drank at the stream more freely than at the fountain. Mn 
Bellamy contends, that he has not altered the signification 
of a single word in the ori^nal Hebrew text ; and he de- 
fends this position by various citations from numerous 
other passages, wherein he maintains that the same word 
carries the meaning he has given it in his new version, 
but a meaning[ very often totally difierent from that of the 
version now in use. And it is wortbyof remark, that 
the new signification he would establish, while it rectifies 
that which was absurd, and reconciles that which was con- 
tradictory, is> borne out by a similar meaning of the same 
word in various other passages which he adduces, that are 
neither absurd nor contradictory. But if we would retain the 
word that he would alter, and apply it to the passages that he 
hascited,inthe samasense that it carries in tne disputed pas- 
sage in the old version, what will then be the consequepce 1 
An the passages which before were plain and rational,be- 
come unintelligible ; and the pai^age under consideration,' 
which was before absurd or coniradfctory, will remain so. 
The points which Mr. Bellamy chiefly labours to estab- 
. lish are the following: That the original Hebrew text is, 
at this moment, as pure as at the time pf David: **^"" 
Christ and his apostles iavaiiabV^ o^^::^ 1\^\S3l '^b^ ^ 
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for the market, and the wares to the wants. These 
publications, are put forth with a degree of flippant 
vivacity that proven^ them from being dull, at the' 
same time that they profess to be didactic, while 
their grand and all-pervading error, lies too deep to 
be detected by superficial observers ;" for they draw 
somewhat plausible conclusions, from premises that 
are falsej and they have to do with a class of read- 
ers that concede to them the * petitto principii,** 
without even knowing that it has been asked. It 

# ■ ■ ' ' - 

Hebrew: that the original Septuagint, finished under 
the patrona&^e 6f Ptolemy Philadelphus, about three hun- 
dred and fifty years before Chi;ist, was burnt in the Alex- 
andrian library: that. the spurious Septua^t is a bad 
translation; and, therefore, that all translations from it 
must partake of its imperfections : that the first Chr^- 
tian churches, about one hundred and fifly years after the 
dispersion of the Jews, had recourse to the Greek transla* 
tion made by Aquila; Jn confirmation of these positions, 
Mr. Bellamy quotes Michaelis, Buxtorf, Lowth, Kenni- 
cott, Archbishops Newcombe, Seeker, and Usher, all pro- 
found Hebrew scholars, the latter of whom affirms, in 
one of his letters, * that this spurious Septuagint of Aquila 
continually takes from, adds to, and changes the Hebrew 
text at pleasure; that the originsd Septuagint was lost 
long a^o ; and that what has ever since gone under that 
name, is a-spurious copy, abounding with omissions, addi- 
tions, and alterations of the Helwrew text.* Mr. Bellamy's 
very arduous undertaking, has excited the greatest soisa^ 
tion, both at home and abroad, and he must expect that a 
question involving such high and awful interests, will be 
most strictlv scrutinized. Inasmuch as all his emenda- 
tions have for their object the depriving^ of the champion^ 
of infidelity of all just ground of cavil and objection, every 
Christian will tiincerely wish him success, until it be clear- 
ly proved by competent Hebrew scholars, that he has. 
touched the ark of God with unhallowed hands, either Iw 
misrepresenting the signification, or by violating the purt- 
ty of the Hebrew text, * Subjudice lisest.'i 
* Pegging the question. — ^Fdtb. 

/TJ^e case is before the judge.— Ptoa. 
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^ould seem that even tHe wfiters themselves; are 
not idways aware of the baseless and holl«fW^ ground 
upon which the fopndatioD of their reasoning rests. 
If indeed their conduct did always arise from igno- 
rance, rather than from insinceri^ji we, as Chris*' 
tians, must feel more inclined to persuade than to 
provoke them, and to hold the torch of truth to their 
minds rather than ^e torch of persecution to their 
bodies. In the nineteenth century, we would not 
recommend the vindictive and dogmatic spirit of a 
Calvin, nor the overbearing and violent temper of 
a Luther, but that charity * which is not easily pro^ 
ik)Ae£f,* shining forth in the mild and accessible 
demeanour of ap Erasmus, that would conceive, 
in order to conciliate, rather than convict, in order 
to condemn. It is for those who thrive by the 
darkness, to hurl their anathemas'agalnst the diffu- 
sion of light ; but wisdom, like a pure and bright 
conductor, «an tender harmless the ^hrutumfuh 
mcrC of the Vatican. 'We hail the march of intel- 
lect, because we know, that a reason that is culti- 
;vat6d, is the best support of a worship that is pure. 
The temple of tnith, like the indestructible pillar 
^ Smeaton, is founded on a rock; it triumphs 
over the tempest, and enlightens those very billows 
that impetuously but impotently rush on to over- 
whelm it. 

y Those illustrious men, who like torches, have 
consumed themselves in order to enlighten others, 
have often lived unrewarded, and died unlamented. 
The tongues of aftertimes have done tl^em justice 
in one sense, but injustice in another. They have 
faoBomred them with theii* praise, but they have dis- 
graced them with their pity. They ijitY tha^^^sst- 
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■ootli, because they missed of present praise, sxA 
temporal tmolument; things great indeed to the lit* 
tie, but little to the great. Shall we pity a hero» 
because^ on the day of victory, h^ had sacrificed a 
meal ? Aud those mighty minds, whom these pig* 
mies presume to commiserate^ but whom they 
caniiot comprehend,- were contending for a Ux 
Bobier prize than apy Which those who pity them, 
could either give or withhold. Wisdom waa^^tr 
object, and that object they attained ; she was theiif 
*exteeding great reiDard,\ Let us therefore honomf 
soch men, if we can, and emulate them^- if we 
dare ; but let us bestow our piiy, not on thenj^ bill 
on ourselves, who have neither the merit to deserver 
renown, nor the magnanimity to despise iL . 

To pervert the talents we have imprpved under 
the tuition of a party, to the destruction of that 
very party by whom they were improved, is an 
offence that generous and noble minds find i( 
almost as difficiilt to pardon inpthers, as to commit 
in themselves. It is true that we are enjoined to 
ibrgive our enemies, but I remember no text that 
enftMTces a similar conduct with regard to our 
friends,, David, we may remember, exclaimed, 
^t if it had been his enemy who had injured him* 
he could have borne it, but it was his own familiar 
friend. . * We to<^,^ says he, * stoeet counsel together, 
and walked in the house of God as friends. \ There- 
fore, to employ the powers of our miild to injure 
those to whom we aj^e mainly indebted for the perr 
fection of those powers, is an act of ingratitude as 
monstrous as if Patroclus had attacked Achilles, 
in the very armour in which he had invested him 
for the destruction of Hector;-^ 



*N(M hos qumstum munus in usu8,^* 

It is well Imown that Mr. Burkef on his first debut 
io. life, improyed himself not a little, under the ban- 
ners^ and the patronage of the opposition; for 
which purpose he was a constant frequentejr of the 
various debates and disputations held at the house 
of one Jeacocke, a baker, but who, notwithstandinj^ 
his situation in life was gifted with such a vein of 
eloquence, that^ he was unanimously constituted 
perpetual president of the fsimous disputing society 
Kelu at Robin Hood, near Temple-bar. On a 
certain^emorable occasion, in the house of com^ 
mens, Mr. Burke exclaiming, * / ^uit the camp^ 
suddenly left the opposition benches, and going 
over to the treasury side of the house, thundered s 
violent {)hilipic against his ibrmer friends and 
associates. Mr. Sheridan concluded a .spirited 
reply to that unlooked-for attack, nearly in &e fol- 
lowing words :—' That gentleman, to use his awn 
expression, has qtdtted the camp ; but he will recol- 
lect thsa he has quitted as a deserter, and I 
sincerely hop6 he will never return as a spy. I 
for one,' he continued, ' cannot j»ympatliize in the 
astonishment with which so flagrant an act of 
apostacy has electrified the house; for neither I 
nor that gentleman has forgotten from whom he 
has borrowed those weapkms which he now 
uses against us. So far, therefore, from being 
astonished at that gentleman's preseiit tergiversa- 
tion, I consider it to be not only characteristic, but 
consistent; for it is but natural, that he who on 

^ Not for this purpose was the gifi bestowed. — ^Pub. 
1 1 Burke was one of the most splendid specim^is of Irish 
talent; but his iml^|iBatioIl too often ran away with his 
ludgment, and his iatereat with both« 
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liis first starting in lifG, could eoramit so grods a 
blunder as to go to the baker's ioi his elc^iienee^ 
should conclude such- a career, by coming to ibm 
house of commons for his bread J 

As Uiere ape som^ sermons, thalt would have 
been sermons upcAfi ethry thing, if the preachers 
had only touched upion religion in their variety, ao 
there ar0 some men, who would knov^ a littte of 
every thing, if they did but know a little of their 
oum profession. And yet these men often succeed 
in life ; for as they are voluble and fltfetft, upOil 
subjects that every body understands, the worlJ 
gives them credit for knowledge in their own pro- 
^ssion, although it happens to be the only thing on 
which they are totally ignorant. Yet, if we choose 
to be sophistical, we might affirm that it requires 
more talent to succeed in a profession that we do 
not understand, than in one that we do ; the {^ain 
truth is, that it does not require more talent, but 
more impudence; and we have but little reason 
to pride ourselves uptm a success thaf , is ind'ebted' 
much more to the weakness of others, t&air to' ^y 
strength of our own. 

Evidence* has often been termed the eye of the'. 

* rhave said that evidence seldom deceives, or is de- 
ceived. In fact its very et)rmology would seem to ih'diciatiB 
a something .clearly perceived and ascertained; through 
the medium of thie senses.* And herein evidence, I must rc- 

Seat, differs most materially from testimonVj, which, as its 
erivation also clearly shows lis, can be nothmg'more than 
the deposition of a witness, which depbsitibn miiay,be tnte 
or false ^ according to the will of him who testme$. JVo 
man can will that his owd mind should receive oneJmytres- 
sion, while his senses give him another, M am ^B^ntay 
vfiU that his tongue should communicate a dmbi'ent Im- 
pression to the senses of others, from that which he has ro> 
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IcW) and has been too gener&liy considered to be 
tbat whicb regulates the decision of all courts of 

eefived from his own. And hence it happens that a sasa^ 
cious and j)enetrating judge has. got a very high kinaof 
moral convictfon, more satisfactory, perhaps, and conclusive 
than the unsupported though positive oath of any one' in< 
dividual whosoever ; I mean a connected chain of circum- 
stances, all pointing one way aiid leading the mind to one 
object^ a chain by which truth has oAen been pumped 
up from her well,ndtwithstandinsall theefibrtsof ^5^tm£^ 
ny, to keep her at the bottom of it. Thus, in the case of Don- 
- nellan, wno was executed for poisoning Sir Theodosius 
Boughton with distilled laurel water, sojne circumstances 
were elicited that would have weighed more strongly in 
the judgiUent of reflectiag minds, than any positive but 
single a&aavit which might have been brought to contra- 
dict them. A ^ill, that had been recently used, was disco- 
vered Oh the premises. Doanellan was so bad a chymist, 
that on being asked for what .purpose he had procured this 
machine, he replied, that .' hehaa used it to make lime-ico' 
ter to kill the fleas V not knowing that lime-water could 
only be made by saturating water with lime, and that a still, 
never was, and never can be applied to such a purpose. In 
his library, there happened to be a single number otthe Phi- 
losophical Transactions, and of this single number the 
leaves had been cut only in one place, and this place hap- 
pened to contain an account of the mode of makmg laurel- 
water by distillation. The greatest discretion and shrewd- 
ness is necessary wherever circumstances point one way, 
and testimony another, since prdbable falsehood will always 
be more reaaily accredited than improbable truth ; and it un- 
fortunately happens that there are occasions, where the 
strongest circumstances have misled, as in that famous 
case of the murdered farmer, recorded by Judge Hale.. — 1 
have heard the late Daines Harrington mention a very ex- 
traordinary circumstance, of a similar kind that took place, 
if I remember right, at Oxford, but it was prior even to 
his time, and I liaye forgotten the names of the parties. 
As the story may be new to some of my readers, I shall 
relate it as nearly as mymemory serves. A country gentle- 
man wastravellmg from Berkshire, on horseback, to Lon- 
don; he had a friend with him and a servaiit,and they 
tupped at the inn, and ordered beds for the ;iight. At sup^ 
per, his friend happened to observe to the gentleman;^ tha^ 
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jti^ce, that are conducted with impartiality, the 
term evidence^ so applied, is a misnomer, since, 
from the very nature of things, evidence rarely, if 

it would be advisable to start early on the next morning^ 
as it would be dangerous to go ovex Hounslow heath i£ 
ter Sunset he had so much property about him. This con* 
versatiou was overheard b}r the landlord, who assisted the 
gentleman's servant- in waiting at the table. About the. 
middle of the night the gentleman's ccnnpanion thought he 
heard a noise in his friend's apartment; but it passedover, 
and he thought nomore of it. Some little time afterwards, 
he was again disturbed by a similar noise, when he de-- 
tennined on entering the apartment. . He did so/ and the 
first object he saw, was the landlord with a lantern in his 
haud^and with a countenance of the greatest consternation, 
standmg over the still bleeding and murdered body of his- 
friend. On a still further search, it appeared that, the 
gentleman had been robbed of all his property, and a knife 
was oiscovered on the bed which was proved to be the' 
property of the landlord. He was tried, condemned, and 
executed, and what was vqry remarkable, he admitted 
that he most justly deserved to suffer, although he per- 
sisted to the last moment in his entire innocence of the 
■crime for which he was condemned. This mysterious 
affair was not explained until some years afterwards, 
when the gentleman's servant, on his deathbed, confess- 
ed that he was the man "^ho had robbed and murdered 
his master. It would seem that both the landlord and 
the servant had nearly at the same time made up their 
minds to commit this dreadful deed, but without commu- 
nicating their intentions to each other, and that the one 
had anticipated the other by a few minutes. The constier- 
nation visible in the countenance of the landlord, his con- 
fused and embarrassed account of his intrusion into the 
chamber, and the cause that brought him there at such au 
hour, were all natural consequences of that alarm pro- 
duced by finding^ a fellow-creature, whom he had saUied 
forth at the dead of the night to destroy, weltering in bloo^ 
and already murdered to his hands; and the knife had 
involuntarily dropped from his arm; uplifted to strike, 
i>ut unstrung as it were, and paralysed by the terror exci^ 
%£/ tjrso anexpected and horrifying a discovery, ' 
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frer, either c^ or does appear in a c&isrt of jus- 
lice. We do not mean to quibble sibout words, 
nor to split distinctions where there are no differ'^ 
ences. The eye of the law, hoivever, happens 
unfortunately to be composed of something very 
different from evidence ; for evidence seldom de- 
ceivep, or is itself deceived. The law is .com- 
pelled to make use of an eye that is far more im- 
perfect, an eye that sometimes sees too little, and 
sometimes top much ; this eye is testifnony. If a 
man comes in a court of justice, covered with 
wounds and bruises, I admit that the whole covirt 
has evidence before it, that the man has been 
beaten and mangled. Evidence is the impression 
made upon a man's o3j6n ipind, through his own 
senses ; but testimony m the impression that he 
may choose (hat his tongtte should make upon the 
ttenses of others; and here we have a very serious 
distinction not without a difference. Thus, for 
instance, if I s^e A murdered by B, L am . satis- 
fied of that fact, and this is evidence ; but I may 
think fit to swear that he was murdered by C, and 
^en the court are bound to be satisfied ofthatfactj 
and this is testimony, 

^ . ' , ■ ■ ' 

There is a spot in Birmingham, where the steam 
power is concentrated on a very large scale, in 
order to be let out iii sm^U parts and parcels to 
those who may st^nd in need of it; and something . 
similar to this may be observed of ^ci power of 
mind in London. It is concentrated and brought 
together here into one fbcus, so as to be at the ser- 
vice of all who may wish to avail themselves of it. 
Doctor Johnson was hot far from the tru^h, \vhen 
he observed, that he could sit in the amofe^ <jfiiwiK% 

24* 



of BoU couxt, and ibrawa circle round himself of 
one' mile in' diameter, that should comprise and 
embrace more energy, ability, and intellect j than 
could be found in the whole island besides. The 
circuiz^nce of talent of every kind being so 
accessible, in consequence of its being so pontigu* 
oiis, this it is that designates London as the real 
university of England. If we wis^, indeed, to cot* 
.late manu^cr^^, we may repair to Oxford or to 
Cambridge, but we nmst come to London * if We 
vvould collate m^. - 



MeI^of' enterprising and energetic minds, whea 
buried alive in the gloomy wadls of a prason, niay 
be considered as called upon to end^e a triai thai 
will put all their strength of mind and Tortitude Um 
^e test, fkr mor^ than all the hai^ards, the dilem^ 
mas, and the* broils of the camp, the cabinet, or the 
cabal. I have often considered that the cardinal^ 
de Retz was never so .great as on one occasion, 
which occurred at the castle of Vincennes. He 
was shut up ijd that fortress by his implacable ene^ 
my Mazarin;t and On loolimg out of his grated 

♦ TJiese observations do not at all interfere with soine for- 
mer remarks on the state of the U^ouring iclasses of the 
communhj^ in the metropolis j but the sderUtfic assortments 
44|of the highest order, and he that is great in London, will 
tiot be little aijy whcrie. 

t This same minister had shut up some other person in 
the bastile for a few years, owing ig a trifling mistake in 
KisTume. He was at last turned out with as little ceremony 
as he wjtsscl^pped in. The mislake was explained to hirn, 
on his dismissal pbut he received a gentlie hint to beware of 
a very dangerous spirit of curiosity which he had evtu^ed 
z^ during his ccmfinement.. Not being over anxious again to 
trespass on the hospitalities of the bastile. he ventured to 
«2»ir what iavoluntary probtKe co\i\<^\DA:^^^<i3\Qf this very. 
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window, to fan the burning fever of hope delayed, 
he saw some labourers busy in prepa|ing a small 
plot of ground opposite to his apartment. When 
die person commissioned to attend him,, brought in 
his breakfast, he ventured to inquire of him what 
those labourers were about whom he saw from his 
window; he replied, * They are preparing the ground 
for the reception of the seed of some ctsparct^s, a 
veg^able of which we have heard that your excel- 
lency is particularly fond.' The cardinal received 
this appalling intelligence with a smile. 

Some have wondered how it happens that those 
who havejshone so conspicuously at the bar, should 
havtB been eclipsed in the senate, and that thd 
giants of Westminster Hall should have been mere 
pigmies* at St. Stephen's. That a success()al foren- 
sic -pleaider should be a poor diplomatic orator* 
is no more to be wpndered at, than that a good 
microscope should make a bad telescope. The 
mind of the pleader is occupied in scrutinizing 
minutiae, that of the statesman in grasping magni- 

-' ' ' / ■ ' • • 

dangerous spirit of curiosity, in order that he might care- 
full v avoid such an offence m future ; he was then gravely 
toki that he had on one occasion made use of these words 
to an attendant : * I always thought myself the most insig- 
nificant fellow upon the face of the earth, and should be 
most particularly obliged to you if you could inform me by 
what possible means I ever became of sufiicient conse* 
quence to be shut up. in this place/ 

♦ Such men as Dunnmg, Sir Samuel Romilly, and Lord 
Erskine, form splendid exceptions to this general rale, and 
only serve to show the wonderful elasticity of the powers of 
^e human mind. Wedderbum was not always so success- 
ftd in the House as in the Hall ; and ' Ilia sejactetin ^u^^^^ 
.^o/tt5,*t was a quotation not unhappily applied, ^^ 

t JBolus may swagger in hU balL—lfxA, 
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tttdes — the one deals in particulars, aad the other 
in generals. The well-defined rights of indiVid'uab 
are the province of the pleader, but the enlarged 
Had undetermined claims of communities are thi? 
^enaoi the statesman. Forensic eloquence may 
be said to^lose in comprehension j what it gains in 
acuteness, as an eye so formed as to perceive the 
motion of the hour-hand, would be unable to dis*> 
cover the ti;ne of the day. We might also .add, 
that a mind long hackneyed in anatomizing the 
nice distinctions of words^ must be the less able' 
to grapple with this more eittended bearing of 
things ; and he that regulates ^ost of his conclu- 
sions by precedent that is past, will be somewhat 
embarrassed, when he has to do with power that is 
present. 

It has been urged that it is dangerous to enllghteit 
the lower orders, because it is impossible to enlighten 
(hem sufficiently; and that it is far more easy to 
giviB them knowledge enough to make them disconr 
tented, than wisdom enough to make them resigned; 
since a smatterer in philosophy can see the evils of 
life, but it requires an adept in it to support them. 
To all such specious reasoningSy two incontrover- 
tible axioms might be opposed, that truth and wis- 
dom aire the firmest friends of. virtue, ignorance 
and falsehood: of vice. It will, therefore, be as 
hazardous as unadvisable, for any rulers of a 
nation to undertake to enMghten it, unless they . 
themselves are prepared to. bring their own exam« 
pie up to the standard of their own instructions, 
and to take: especial care that their practk4 shall 
precede their precepts ; for a people that is enhght- 

•^, mixy follow f but they can no longer be led. 
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. True greatness is that alone which is allowed 
to be so, by the most great ; and the difficulty of 
attaining perfection is best, understood, only by 
those who stand nearest themselves unto it. As ha 
that is placed at a great distance from ah object, 
is a bad judge of the relative space that sepaarates 
other objects, comparatively contiguous, so also 
those that are a great way off from excellence, are 
equa^y liable to be misled, as to the respective 
. advances those who have nearly reached it have^ 
made. The combination of research, of deduc- 
Uoa, and of design, developing itself at last in the 
discovery of the safety-lamp for the miner, and 
muzzling, as it were, in a metallic net, as $ne as 
gossamer, the most powerful and destructive of 
the elements, was an effort of the mind that can be 
fully appreciated only by those who are thoroughly 
aware of the vast difficulty of the end, and of the 
beautiful simplicity of the "means. Sir Humphrey 
Davy will receive the eternal gratitude pi the 
most ignorant, but the civic crown he has so nobly 
earned, will be placed upon his head by the admira- 
tion and the fiuffirages of the most wise. The truly 
great, indeed, are few in number, and slow to admit 
superiority ; but, when once admitted, they dp more 
homage to the greatness that overtops them, even, 
than minds that are inferior and subordinate. In a 
former jniblicatipn, I have related thatl once went 
to see an 0xhibitipn'of a giant : he was particularly 
tall and well proportioned. I was much interelsted 
by a group joi children who were brought inta thd 
room, and I promised myself much ainusement 
from the efteet that the entrance of a giant would 
produce upon them.. But I was disappointed, for 
ibis Brobdignag seemed to excite «. \s^0^\<^^^ ^"sbkt 
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gftti<m than I bad antlcipaied, in this young coten^ 
of Lilliputians. 1 took a subsequeiU opportunity 
to expreftS my astonishment on this subjexjt U> tha 
giant himself, who informed me that he "had inva- 
riably made the same remark, and that children 
and persons of diminutive stature never expressed 
half the surprise or gratification on seeingliim, that 
was evinced by those that are tall. ^The reason of . 
this puzzled me, a little, until iat last 1 began ta 
reflect that children and persons of smalt stature . 
are in the constant habit of looking up at others/ 
and therefore it costs them lio trouble, to look a 
little hij^er at a giant.; bi;t those who are compar- 
atively tall, inasmuch as they are ill the constant 
habit of looking dpum \tpon all others, are beyond 
measure astonished, when they meet one whose - 
very superior stature obliges them to look up ; and 
80 it is with .minds, for the truly great meet their 
equals rarely, their inferiors constantly, but when 
• they meet with a superior, the Viovelty of such an 
intellectual phenomeiTo;i, serves only to increase 
its brilliancy, and to give a mo)re ardent adoration 
to that homage which it commands. 

Nothing IS so difficult as the apparent ease of a 
clear and flowing style ; those graces,- which fhwn 
their presumed faciUty, encourage dl to attempt an . 
imitation of them, ate usually the most ininjitable^ 

* ' *■ - 

The inhabitiants of country towns >vill re- 
spectively inforni you that their own is the' most 
scandalizing little spot in the universe ; t|cti€ms,-> 
fact is, that all country towns are liable^ sHoM 
imputation, bu^ that each iqcHvidnal has ^nh^^me 
most of this -spirit, in that particular <>ne iLMhich. 
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. kid hitB^f.Has. inost resided ; just so it is witk 
historians'; they all descent* upon the superlative 
dfiptavity of .thfeif oi^n particular age ; . but the 

Vjpla^ faet is, Uiat eveiy age has had its depravity ; 
listorilifis hatve Oiily heard and read of the de- 
pravity of other ages, but they Have ^)?en and y<^^ 
that of their own :^-> - 

*Segmus irritiant animos demissa per aureSf 
QuamquarsutitoculissubjisctajideUlnts,* 

■ ■' , There is an idiosyncrasy*: in imnd, no less thaniu 
body, for some individuals have a pecidiar constitu- 
tion both of head and heart, that sets all analogy, 
and all calculation at defiance. There i^.aii pccult 
disturbing force within them, that designates them 
^ unclassed anomalies and hybrids : they form 
£he ^ cefps patticulier\ot exceptions to all general 
rules, being at times full as unlike to themselves 
as to others. No maxini, therefore, apborism, or 
apothegm, can l)e so propounded *as to iuit all 
descriptions and classes of men ; snd the moralist 
can advance such oropositions only as .will be 
found, to be generally ,trueV for hone are so uni- 
versally ; those, therefore, that are inclined to cavil, 
might object to the clearest truisms, for* * ail men 
must die,\ot ^ all men rhust tehorni are affirmations 
not wholly without their exceptions. Rochefou- 
cault has written one maxim, which, in my humble 
ofpinion, is worth all the rest that he has given us ; 
he says that * hypocrisy is iHe Jumage which vice 

* I Request all candid readers to itccept of thd a^Vc re- 
flections as' a general apblogy for any ap^^t deviations 
from correct remark in tnis work, until they have fVdly con- 
sidered whether my general rule be not right, althoi^g^hj in ' 
s&BaecistSf the exceptions to it may be nitmerous. 
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pays to virtue ;\ but-^v^nthia.fine rnaaani w^^ 

■Universally true ; on ife^ .contrary, its very xeverse 

sometimes has liappened ; fot-there axe instajices 

■where, to please^ a^urofti^aie" superior, mefi hav^ 

laffected some vices to which they were apt iti-^ 

clined, and thus have made tTieir hypocrisy a • 

.homage paid by virtue to vice* ' •' ,. 
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There ts po chasm in- thd ope^tions of nature ; . 
tie nri^ierial- world jplns the vegetable,, the vegeta^ : : 
ble the animal, and the animal the inteUectuaili by. 
mutual bu£ almost irtiperitjeptlble gradations. The 
adaptations that each system makes^.to. itis neigh- . 
hour are recijprdcal, the highest-parts of the lower r 
ascending a little but of iheif order, to fill th^ 
receding part§ of "tha,t which is higher, ^til the^ ' 
whole universe, l&e the 'maps that are made oi it' " 
for the amusement of children, becomes one w«ll 
atranged and -.connected whole, dovetailed as it 
"were, and comptict^d together,. by the.advancem6nt . 
of some parts, and the retrocession of pthers. /But 
although each , systenCop^caW to be assimilated, 
yet is each essentially jdis^nct ;» producing as' theit 
whole, the grand harftibiiy of things.. Man is that 
compound being, created to fill the. wide hiatus 
that muist J otherwise have remained uno6cupie<]^ . 
between thte natural world and the 45pirituah;. and 
he sympathizes with the one in his death; and will 
be associated with the other by his Tesurrection. . 
Without another state, it would be utterly- impos- 
•ible.for him to explain the difiicuUies of this: 
possessmg earthy but destined 'for heaven,he forms 
the hnk l^tween two orders of being, and partakes 
nfuch ^f the grossi\ess of the one, and somewhat 
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«f the refinement of the other. Reason,'*' like th% 
magnetic influence imparted to iron, gives to matter^ 
properties and powers which it possessed not 
before, but without extending its bulk, augmenting 
its weighty at altering its organization ; Uke that 
to whixih I have compared it, it is visible only by 
its effects, and perceptible only by its operations. 
Reafion, supei'added to nian, gives him peculiar 
and characteristic views, responsibilities, and des* 
lanations, exalting him ab6ve aU existences that are^ 
visible, but which perish, and associating him with 
those that are invisible, but which remain. Reason 
is tJkat Homeric and golden chain, descending 
frflim the throne of Gdd even unto man, uniting 

*]>fo sound philosopher will confound instinct with rea- 
Mtt, because an orang outang has used a walking stick, 
or a trained elephant a lever. Ileasoil iniparts powers that 
Are prdgressivcj and that, in many cases, without any 
assignable limit; institict dnXf measures out faculties that 
arrive at a certain point, and then invariably stand still, 
l^ive thousand years nave added noim|)rovement td the hive 
Df the bee, nor to the house of the beaver ^ but look at the ■ 
habitations and achievements of man; dbsetve reflection, 
fixperiencCi judgment, at one time enabling the head to save 
l&ie hand ; at another ^ dictating a wise and prospective 
economy; exemplified in the most lavish expenditure of 
ineans, but to be paid with the most usurious interest, by 
1^ final accomplishment of ends. We might, also, add 
another distinction peculiar, 1 conceive, to reason: thede^ 
liber <Ue choice of a small present evil to obtain A greater diSf 
tantgood: he, that on all necessary occasions can act upon 
this single principle, is as superior to Other xpten, as otner 
tnen tcTthe orutes* And as the exercise of this principle 
is the perfection of reason^ it happens also, as might have 
t)een anticipated, to form the chief task assigned us by re- 
ligion, and this task is in a great measure accomplished 
from the moment our lives exhibit a pratticat assent to one 
eternal and inmiutable truth i 7^ necessary andjmal cof*- 
mzian between happiness and virtM^ cund mi^r^ on^ *«« 

^5 



j»0 LACON. 

iL^aven with earth, and earth with heaven.-*- 
For all is connected and without a chasm ; from 
an angel to an atom, all is proportion, harmony, 
and strength. But here we stop: — There is an 
awful gulf, that must be for ever impassable, infi- 
nite and insurmountable : the distance between the 
cre€Ued and the Creator ; and this order of things is 
as fit as it is necessary ^ it enables the Supreme^ 
to exalt without limit, to reward without exhaustion, 
without a possibility of endangering the safety of 
his throne by rivalry, or tarnishing its lustre by 
approximation. 

iPime is the most undefinable yet paradoxical of 
things ; the past is gone, the future is not come, 
and the present becomes the past, even while we 
attempt to define it, and like the flash of the light* 
ning, at once exists and expires. Time is the mea* 
surer of all things, but is itself immeasurable, ^nd 
the grand discloser of all things, but is itself undis- 
closed. Like space, it is incomprehensible, be- 
cause it has no limits, and it wouM be stiH more so, 
if it had.t It is more obscure m its source than 

♦ *l*he ancient sculptors ancf pamters always designated 
fiieir Jupiter with an aspect of placid and tranquil majesty, 
out with an attitude slightly bending and inclining forwards, 
as in the act of looking down upon the whole created imi- 
terse of thirgs. This circumstance, perhaps^ suggested to 
Milton those noble lines : — 

• Now htfd the Almighty Father, froin aWc, 
From the bright Empyrean where he sits 
High thron'd above all height, cast down his eye, 
His^own works, and^ msoi's works at once XJb view.' 

f tHiHe stand in the middle of a dark vista, with a lumi- 
aous object atone end of it, and none at the other, the former 
*t2/ appear to be short, and the latter, long. And so per* 
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the Nile, and in its termination than the Niger ; and 
advances like the slowest tide, but retreats like the 
swiftest torrent. It gives wings of lightning to 
pleasure, but feet of lead to pain, and lends expect 
tation JBL curb, but enjoyment a spur. It robs beauty 
of her charms, to bestow them on her {Mctore, and 
builds a monument to merit, but -denies it a house ^ 
it is the transient and deceitful flatterer of false- 
hood, but the tried and final friend of truth. Time 
is the most subtile, yet the most insatiable of depre* 
dators, and by appearing to take nothing, is permit- 
ted to take all, nor can it be satisfied, until it has 

kttps it is with time : if w^ look back upon time that is past, 
we naturally fix our attention upon some event, with thd 
circumstances of which we are ac(][uainted, because they 
have happened, and this is that lummous object which apr 
parently shortens one end of the vista ; but if we look for- 
ward into time that is to come, we have no luminous object 
on which to tix our attention, but alJ is uncertainty, con- 
jecture and darkness. As to time without an end, and space 
without a limit, these are two things that finite oeinpfs can- 
not clearly comprehend. But if we examine more minutely 
into the operations of our own minds, we shall find that 
there are two things much . more incampreheTtsi^f and 
these are time that has an end, and space that has a limit. 
For whatever limits these two things, must be itself unlim- 
ited, and I am at a loss to conceive where it can exist, but 
in space and time. But this involves a contradiction, for 
that which limits, cannot be contained in that which is lim- 
ited. We know that in the awful name of Jehovah, the 
Hebrews combined the past, the present, and the future, 
and St. John is obliged to make use of a periphrasis, bv the 
expressions of Who t5, and waSj and is to come ; and Sir 
Isaac Newton considers infinity of space on the one hand, 
and eternity of duration on the other, to be the grand sen- 
sorium of the Deity: it is, indeed, a sphere that alone is 
worthy of Him who directs all the movements of nature, 
and who is determined by his own unalterable perfections 
eventually to produce the highest happiness, by the best 
means: M«mmam/e/i^^a^e7»| ^^^mi^ mo^u^ 
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stolen the world from us, and us from tbe Woiii^ 
It constantly flies,yet overcomes aU things by flighty 
and although it is the present ally, it will be the 
ittture eonqueror of death. — »Time, the cradle of 
hope, but the grave of ambition, is the stem cor- 
rector eif fools, but the salutary counsellor of the 
wise, bringing all they diead tothe one, and all they 
desire to the other ; but, like C^issandra, it wamsf 
us. with & voice, that even the sageSt discredit too 
kmg, and the silliest believe too late. Wisdom 
walks before it, opportunity with it, and repentance 
behind it ; he that has made it his friend, will have 
little to fear from his enemies, but he that has made 
it his enemy, will have Htde to hope from his 
friends. 



We are not more ingenious in searching out baj 
motives for good actions when performed by 
others, than good motives forbad actions when per- 
formed by ourselves.* I have observed elsewhere, 

♦ In the first volume, I observed, that 'with rearoct to the 
style I proposed to adopt in these paiges, I should attempt 
to make it vaiy with the subject. I now find that I have 
succeeded so far at least fii tbis attempt that some have 
doubted whether all the articles came from the same pen. 
I can, however, assure my readers, that whatever faults 
Lacon may possess belong to me oZoTie, and having* i^add 
thus much, I believe I shall not have made a v«ry good 
bargain, by claiming also whatever trifling merits may be 
found in the book. To those, therefore, that are disgusted( 
with the abundance of the one, or dissatisfied from the 
sagacity of the other, I can only reply it the wor^ of 
Euryaltts: — 

• Admim qui /eci, in me convertUe ferrwm. *t 

As to the frequent recurrence of antithesis, I admit t^at 
wherever this figure presents itself, to my imagination, I 

ti who nad» it va poreseat, towards me direct tlie sm4r«FDB» 
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that no swindler has assumed so many names as 
self-love, nor is so moch ashamed of his own; 
self-love can gild the most nauseous pill, imd can 

never reject it, if the deductions proposed to be drawn'from 
it appear to me to be just. I have consulted authors ancient 
and modem on this subject, and they seem to be all agreed 
that the sententious, short, and apothegmatic style, so highly 
requisite in a book of maxims or aphorisms, is a style, to 
the force and spirit of which, antithesis is not only particu- 
larly advantageous, but even absolutely necessary. A 
maxim, if it be wortn any thing, is worth rememberine, and 
nothing is so likely to rivet it on the memory, as antithesis : 
deprived of this powerful auxiliary, all works of the na- 
ture of that in which I am engaged, must droop and be dull. 
If, indeed, I have blundered on some antitheses that lea4 
to false conplusions, I admit that no mercy ought to be 
shown to these, and I consign them,without benefit ofcUrgy, 
to the severest sentence or criticism. Nocandid reader, 1 
presume, will accuse an author of adopting the antithfti- 
cal style from laziness, and those who would ask whether 
it be an easy sMe of writing, I would say with the celebra- 
ted painter, ' Try.' That I can abandon antithesis, on sub- 
jects where it is not required, will, I think, be allowed, by 
those who have read the notes to H3rpocrisT^, and my re- 
marks on Don Juan. But to extirpate antithesis from litr 
erature altogether, would be to destroy at one stroke about 
eight tenths of all the wit, ancient and modem, now'exist- 
ing in the world ; and I fancy we shall never have the same 
excuse for such a measure, that the Dutch had for destroy- 
ing their spices — the fear of a glut. Dunces, indeed, give 
antithesis no quarter, and, to say the truth, it gives them 
none ; if, indeea, it be a fault, it is one of the very few whicli 
such persons may exclaim against with som£ justice, be- 
cause they were never yet found capable of committing it* 
Let any man try to recall to his memory all the pointed, 
epigrammatic, brief, or severe things which he may have 
read or heard, either at the senate, the bar, or the sta^e, 
and he will see that I have not overrated the share which 
antithesis will be found to have had in their production, 
It is a figure capable not only of the greatest wit, but some- 
times of the greatest beauty or sublimity. Milton, in his 
Vk^o/ description of hell, says that jt was «. '^bM»^\d^^ 
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make &e grossest venalityjwhen tinselled ovef iH^ 
^e sen&lance of gratitade, sit easy on the weakesi 
stomach. There is an anecdote oi Sir RobeFl 
Walpole so much to my present fnirpose, that 1 
cannot refrain from relating it, as I coneeiTe that 
it will be considered apposite by all my readers, ari 
may perhaps be new to some. Sir Robert wished 
to carry a favourite measure in the house of eooh 
mons. None understood better than this ministery 
two grand secrets of stated — ^the great power of 
prindpalj and the great weakness of principle. A 
day or two previous to the agitation oif the measurer 
alluded to, he chanced upon a country member^ who 
sometimes looked to the weight and vahie of ao 
argument, rather than to its justice or its truth. 
Sir Robert took him aside, anid raiher unceremo- 

God * created evil, for evil only good ; where all life dies, 
death lives/ That ii is capable of the greatest beauty, will 
be seen by the following translatiwi frdm an Arabic poet, 
on the birth of a Qhild : — * 

* When boTnj in tears we saw thee dro^;m'd, 
While thine assembled friends around 

With smil^ their joy confest. 
So live, that at thy parting hour, 
They may the fl(X>d of ^e>rr<w pttnr, 

And thou in tmiUs be drest/ 

If these lines will not put my readeis in good hnmoat 
with antithesis, I must eltner give them Up as Incorrigible, 
or prescribe to them a regular course of reading discipline^ 
administered by sUch writers as Herder or disbome, re* 
Stricting them, also, most straitly, from all such authors' 
as Butler and Swift, where they will be often shocked witk 
sttch lines as the following :— 

* Tis said that Caesar's horse would stoopi 
To take his noble rider wp ; 
So Hudibras's, 'tis well known, 
Would often do to set him iovoni* 
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tdouslyput a thousand pound bank note into his. 
luund, saying, ' 1 must hiave your vote and influence 
6n such a day.' Our Aristides from the coimtry 
thus rephed : * Sir Robert, you have shown yourself 
my friend on many occasions, and on points where 
both my honour and my interest were nearly and 
dearly concerned ; I am also informed that it was 
owing to your good offices, that my wife lately met 
tnth so distinguished and flattering a reception at 
court, r should think myself, therefore,' continued 
he, putting, however, the note very carefully into his 
6wn pocket ; * 1 should think myself, Sir Robert, a 
perfect monster of ingratitude, if, on this occasion, 
I refused you my vote and influence.' They parted; 
Sir Robert not a little surprised at having discov- 
ered a new page in the volume of man, and the 
other scarcely more pleased with the valuable rea- 
soning of Sir Robert, than with his own specious 
rhetoric, which had so suddenly metamorphosed 
an act of the foulest corruption, into one of the sin- 
cerest gratitude* 

As that gallant can best aflect a pretended pa&* 
sion for one woman, who has no true love for an- 
other, sp he that has no real esteem for any of the 
virtues^ can best assume the appearance of them all^ 



True Mendship is like sound health, the value 
of it is seldom known imtil it be lost* 



We are all greater dupes to our own weakness 
ihan to the skill of others ; and the successes 
gained over us by the designing, are usually nothing 
more than the prey taken fxom> t]io%^N^x^ ^Ci5&«^% 
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we have laid (rarselves. One man falls by his am* 
bition, another by his perfidy, a third by his ava^ 
rice, and a fourth by his lust. What are these but 
so many nets, watched indeed by the fowler, but 
woven by the victim ? 

Corruption is like a ball of snow, when once set 
a rolling, it must increase. It gives momentum to 
the activity of the knave, but it chills the . honest 
man, and makes him almost weary of his calling : 
and all that con^ption attracts, it also retains ; for 
it is easier not to fall, than only to fall once, and 
not to yield a single inph, than having yielded, to 
regain it. 

Works of true merit are seldom very popular in 
their own day ; for knowledge is on the march, and 
men of genius are tiie prcBstolatores or videttesy 
that are far in advance of their comrades. They 
are not with them, but before them; not in the 
camp, but beyond it. The works of Sciolists and 
Dullards are still more unpopular, but from a differ- 
ent cause ; and theirs is an unpopularity that will 
remain, because they are not before the main body, 
but behind it ; and as it proceeds, every moment 
increases the distance of those sluggards that are 
sleeping in the rear,1but diminishes the distance of 
those heroes that have taken post in the van. Whp 
then stands the best chance of that paltry prize, 
contemporaneous approbation ? He whose medi- 
ocrity of progress distances not his comrades, and 
whose equality of merit affords a level on which 
friendship may be built ; who is not so dull but that 
he has something to teach, and not so-wise. as t6 
J;t9re nQthing to learn ; who is not so far before hit 
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eai]^;»aiiions as to be unperceived, nor so far behind 
thorn as to be unregarded. 

A town, before it can be plundered and deserted, 
must first be ^ken ; and In this particular, Venus 
has borrowed a law from her consort Mars. A wo- 
tDAn that wishes to retain her suitor, must keep him 
in the trenches ; for this is a siege which the be- 
sieger never raises for want of supplies, since a 
feast is more fatal to love than a fast, and a surfeit 
than a starvation. Inanition may cause it to die a 
slow death, but repletion always destroys it by a 
§udden one. We should have as many Petrarchs 
as Antonys, were not Lauras mtich more scarce 
than Cleopa^ras. , ^ 

. Those orators who give us much noise and 
many words, but little argument and less wit, and 
who are most loud when they are the least lucid, 
should take a lesson from the great volume of Na- 
ture ; she often gives us the lightning even without 
the thunder, but never the Uiunder without the 
lightning. 

Let us so employ our youth, that the very old 
age which will deprive us of attention from the 
eyes of the women, shall enable us to replace what 
we have lost with something better from the ears 
of the men« 



The reason why great men meet with so little 
pity or attachment in adversity, would seem to bo 
this : the friends of a great man were made by 
his fortunes, his enemies by himself, and revenge is 
a muchmmre punctual paymaster than ^^t^^^^. 
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Those whom a great man has marred, rejoice at 
his ruin, and those whom he has made, look on 
with indifference ; because, with common minds, 
the destruction of the creditor is considered as 
equivalent to the payment of the debt^ 

Our achievements and our productions are our 
intellectual progeny, and he who is engaged in pro- 
viding that those immortal children of his mind 
shall inherit fame, is far more nobly occupied than . 
he who is industrious in order that the perishable 
children of his body should inherit wealth. This 
reflection will help us to a solution of that question 
which has been so often and so triumphantly pro^ 
posed : * What has posterity ever dime for us ?* 
This sophism may be replied to thus : Who is it 
that proposes the question ? one of the present 
generation of that particular moment when it is 
proposed : but to such it is evident that posterity 
can exist only in idea. And if it be asked, what . 
the idea of posterity has done for us? we may 
safely reply that it has done, and is doing two most 
important things ; it increases the energy of virtue 
and diminishes the excesses of vice ; it makes the 
best of us more good, and the worst of us less bad. 



No improvement that takes place in either of the 
sexes, can possibly be confined to itself ; each is 
a universal mirror to each; and the respective 
refinement of the one, will always be in reciprocal 
proportion to the polish of the other. 

Those who at the commencement of their career 
"^t with less contemporaneous aj^lause than thev 
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d^jserre, are not unfrequently recompensed by 
gidning more than they deserve at the end of it ; 
lubid ahhough at the earlier part of their progress, 
such persons had grounds to fear that they were 
bom to be starved, yet have they often lived long 
enough to die of a surfeit. This applies not to 
posterity-, which decides without any regard to this 
inequality. Contemporaries are anxious to redeem 
a defect of penetration, by a subsequent excess of 
praise ; but from the very nature of things, it is im- 
possible for posterity to commit either the one fault 
or the other. Doctor Johnson is a remarkable 
instance of the truth of wh^t has been advanced ; 
he Was considered less than he really was, in his 
mom of life, and greater than he really was, in its 
meridian. Posterity has calmly placed him where he 
ought to be — ^between the two extremes. He was 
fortunate in having not only the most interesting, but 
also the most disinterested of biographers, for he is 
constantly raising his hero at the expense of himself. 
He now and then proposes some very silly ques- 
tions to his oracle. He once asked him, VPiray, 
doctor, do you think yoU could make any part of 
the Rambler better than it is^?' * Yes; sir,' said the 
doctor ; ^ I could make the best parts, better.' But 
J)osterif)r, were she to cite the doctor before her, 
might perhaps propose a more perplexing question, 
— * Pray, Doctor, do you think you could make the 
wopst parts, worse ?' 



The testimony of those who doubt the least, is 
not unusually that very testimony that ought most 
to be doubted. 
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It is curious that intellectual darkness creates 
some authors whom physical darkness would dc» 
•troy; such would be totally ^entif they were 
absolutely blind, and their ability to write would 
instandy cease with their ability to read. They 
could neither draw, like Shakspeare, on imagina- 
tkm ; like Bacon, on reflection ; like Ben Jon- 
son, on memory ; nor like Milton, on all. These 
traffickers in literature, are like bankers in one re- 
spect, and like bakers in another. Like bankers^ 
because they carry on business with a small capi- 
tal of their own, and a very large one of other 
men's, and a run would be equally fatal to both. 
They are like bakers^ because while the one mahu-- 
factures his hread, and the other his book, neither 
of them has had any hand in the production of 
that which forms the staple of his respective cofi^ 
modity. 



With the offspring of genius, the law of partbr^ 
tion is reversed ; the throes are in the conception, 
the pleasure in the Inrth. 

As no roads are so rough as those that have just 
been mended, so no sinners are so intpletant as 
those that have just turned saints^ 



When 4unces call us fools, without proving us 
to be so, our best retort is to prove them to be fools^ 
without condescending to call them so< 



Pedantry crams ova "heaAs m^\i\e«sti^'i^3Ms&^^ 
^4 takes out our brains lo mdk^ TWJi!i%$t\v 
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He diat pleiuses himself, witHotit injuring bis 
n^ighbout, is quite as likely to please half the 
world, as he who vainly strives to please the whole 
of it ; he also stands a far better chance of a ma* 

{ority in his favour, since upon all ^qual divisions, 
le will be fairly entitled to his own casting vote. 



I have of^en heard it canvassed, how far it would 
be beneficial that written speeches should be per- 
mitted to be read in our Houses of Parliament. 
Madame De Stael, who, in the infancy of the 
French revolution, saw the consequences of writ- 
ten speeches developed before her eyes, has, with 
her usual discernment, set the question at rest, by 
deciding in favour of the system which excludes 
them. . Iii the British Senate, she observes, it is a 
rule not to read a written speech, it must be spoken, 
BO that the number of persons capable of addres- 
sing the House with effect, is of necessity very 
small. * But,' she adds, ' as soon as permission is 
given to read either what we have written for our- 
selves, or what-others have written for us, men of 
^eminence are no longer the permanent leaders of 
an assembly, and thus we lose the great advan- 
taged of a free government, that of giving talent its 
place, and consequently, of prompting all men to ^ 
the improvement of their faculties.' ^ 

Women will pardon any offence rather than a 
neglect of their charms, and rejected love re-enters 
the female bosom with a hatred more imi^lacahL<^ 
than that of Coriolanus wVietL Ve x^VMxvfe^Na^^^'^^'s^ 
la good truth, we shoxAd \lvi^ tbscks ^f^^^^ 
were it not that Josephs axe ^cj«tc^ , KSi fi^<» 
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address and integrity were found necessary to 
extricat6 him from a dilemma of this kind. The 
Marquis Des Yardes fared not so well. Madame 
the Dutehess of Orleans fell in iove with him, 
although she knew he was the gallant of Madanie 
Soissons, her most intimate friend. She even 
made a confidant of Madame Soissons, who not 
only agreed to give him up, but carried her extrav- 
agance so far as to send for the marquis, and 
release him, in the pr^ence of Madame, from all 
his obligations, and to make him formally over to 
ter. The Marquis Des' Vardes deeming this to 
be only an artifice of gallantry to try how faithful 
he was in his amours, thou^t it most prudent to 
declare himself incs^able of change> in terms full 
of respect for Madame, but of passion for the 
dutehess. His ruin was determined upon from 
that moment, nor could his fidelity to the one, save 
him from the effects of that hatred his indifference 
had excited in the breast of the other. As a pol|« 
dser, the marquis reasoned badly; for had ho 
been right in his conclusion, it would have been no 
difiicult matter for him, on the ladies discovering 
their plot, to have persuaded his first favourite that 
his heart was not in the thing, and that he had 
fallen into the snare only from a deference to het 
commands ; and if he were wrong in his conclu- 
sion, which was the case, women do, not like a maAi 
the worse for having many favourites, if he deserts 
them all for her ; she fancies that she herself has 
the power of fixing the wanderer ; that other womeu 
conquer like the Parthians, but that she herself^ 
like the Romans, cannot only make conquests,, but 
retain them.* 
* Jt follows upon the same prmciple, that the converse 
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In civil jurisprudence* it too often haj^ens that 
there is so inuch law, there is no room for justice, 
and that the claimant expires of wrong, in the 
midst of right, as mariners die of thirst, in the 
midst of water. 



Too high an appreciation of our own talents is 
the chief cause why experience preaches to us all 
in vain. Hence it happens, that hoth in public and 
in private life, we so constantly see men playing 
that very game at which they know that others 

of what has been offered above will also be true, and that 
women will pardon almost any extravagances in men, 
if the^ appear to have been the uhcontroUaole effects of an 
inordinate love and admiration. It is well known from the 
confession of Catherine herself, that Alexis Orloff, though 
at that time a common soldier in the guards, had the hardU 
esse to make the^r;^ advances to the Autocratrix pf ail the 
Russias. ' 

* Grievances of this kind are not likel}r to be speedily 
redressed^ on many accounts, some of which £ have else- 
where enumerated. This is vca esprit du corp$ amongst 
lawyers, which is carried to a greater height than in any 
other profession ; its force here is more promin^it, because. . 
it is ipiore effectual. Lawyers are the only civil delinquents 
whose judges must of necessity be chosen from themselves. 
Therefore, the *Q«w cmtodUt ipsos custode$7^* is a more 
perplexing question with regard to them, than any other 
Doay of men, The fact is, that the whole civil code is 
now become a most unwieldy machine, without the least 
chance of being improved, K>r to those who manage its 
movements, its value rises in precise))roportion to its com- 

S'ication, and to them it is most profitable when it performs 
e least. This machine devours an immensity of paper 
in the shape of bank notes, and returns to its customers 
other paper in the shape of legal instruments and docu- 
ments, fVpm which on examination nothing can be learnt^ 
except that the parties have been regularly ruined accord* 
ip^tolaw.. 

' Whoihall guar4 the goards tbeuuselv^a 1 
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have been mined ; but they flatter themselves that 
^hey shall play it with more skill. The powerful 
are more deaf to the voice of experience, than their 
inferiors, from the very circumstances in which 
they are placed. Power multiplies flatterers, and 
flatterers multiply our delusions, by hiding us from 
ourselves. It is on this principle only, that we can 
account for such a reign as that of the Second 
Charles, treading so quickly upon that of the First. 
The former was restored to a throne that might be 
said to have been built out of the very materials 
that composed the scaflbld of his father ! He con- 
verted it into an altar of bacchanalians, where he 
himself officiated as highpriest of the orgies, 
while every principle of purity and of honour were 
the costly victims, that bedewed with libations and 
bedizened with flowers, were led in disgusting 
splendour to the sacrifice. 



He that would thoroughly accomplish himself 
for the government of tinman aflairs, should have a 
wisdom that can look forward into things that are 
"ifescnt, and a learning that can look back into 
things that are past.'*' But the poring pedant, who 
will slake his thirst only from antiquity, will find 
that it abounds with wells so deep, that some of 
them were not worth the digging, and now so dark 

* Some contend that the modems have less strength than 
the ancients, but it would be nearer the truth, to insist that 
the modems have less weakness ; the muscularity of their 
minds on some points is not enfeebled by any rictety con- 
formation on others, and this enables us to ascend the lad- 
der of science, high enough to be on a level with the wis- 
dom of our forefathers at some times, and above their errors 
^dU times. 
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that they are not worth the descending ; yet so dry 
withal, that he will come up more thirsty than he 
went down, with eyes blinded by the dust of time, 
and with lips unquenched by the living waters of 
truth. Wisdom, however, and learning, should go 
hand in hand, they are so beautifully qualified for 
mutual assistance. But it is better to have wis- 
dom without learning, than learnihg without wis- 
dom ; just as it is better to be rich without being 
the possessor of a mine, than to be th% possessor 
of a mine without being rich. 

When we have lost a favourite horse or a dog, 
ve usually endeavour to console ourselves, by the 
recollection of some bad qualities they happened to 
possess ; and we are veiy apt to tranquillize our 
minds by similar reminiscences, on the death of 
those friends who have lefl us nothing. 



When certain persons abuse us, let us ask 
ourselves what description ^ characters it is that 
they admire ; we shall often find this a very con- 
solatory question. 

Why is it that we so constantly hear men 
complaining of their memory ,"** but not of their 
judgment? is it that they are less ashamed of a 
short memory, because they have heard that this 

, * Of all the faculties of the mind, memory is the first that 

flourishes, and the first that dies. Ctnintilian has said i 

* Qua^Uum memoruB tcmt/um i^genii;*f but if this maxira 

were either true, or believed tooc so, all men would be as 

satisfied with their memory, as they at present are wkh 

t)ieir judgment. 

t As much of memory, so much of mind. 



1 
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is a failing of great witsj or is it because notliiiig 
is more common than a fool with ft strong memory, 
nor more rare than a man of sense with a weik 

judgment? 

■ ' '' 

As the mean have a calculating avarice,* (hat 
sometimes inclines them to give, so the magnani^ 
mous have a condescending generosity, th^t j|ome« 
times inclines them to receive. 



Philosophy is to poetry, what old ajge is to 
youth ; and the stem truths of philosophy are as 
fatal to the fictions of the one, as the chilling testi* 
monies of experience are to the hopes of the other» 

No refbrmation is so hazardous as that of 
retrenchment ; it forces the corrupt to give a prac^^ 
lical assent to a system which they outwardly extol, 
but inwardly execrate. Even the bright talent, and 
still brighter integrity, of M. Neckar,* were not. 
equal to the host of ehemies which his inflexible 
adherence to economy has created around him. 
*' I was placed,^ says he, * in a situation, where 1 was 
under the constant necessity of disobliging all those 
whom I knew, in order to seoure the interests of 
those whom I knew not.' ^£ ven the ladies at court 
would deniand pensions,' says Madame De Stael, 
' with as much confidence as a marshal of France 

« So firm was the confidence reposed in this great mlui 
by the whole nation of France, that on his reassumption 
of office, the French funds^ose thirty per cent, in one day. 
Had M. Neckar had plenitude of power, or M. Mirabeau 
purity of principle, coa]d the former have done what hd 
would, or the latter what he could, in either case the French 
revolution had been prevented. 
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wotild complain of being supetseded. ' What,' 
they would say, ' is three thousand livres to the 
king 1^ * Three thousand Uvres,' replied M. Neckar, 
^.9jre the taxation of a village/ 

Self-love, in a well regidated breast, is as the 
steward of the household, superintending the ex* 
penditure, and seeing that benevolence herself 
;8hould be prudential, in order to be permanent, by 
|)roviding that the reservoir which feeds, should 
.also be fed. 

Some authors write nonsense in a clear style, 
iEind others sense in an obscure one ; some can 
teason without being able to persuade, others can 
persuade without being able to reason ; some dive 
BO deep that they descend into darkness, and others 
soar so high that they give us no light ; and some, 
in a vain attempt to be cutting and dry, give us 
only that which is cut and dried. We should 
labour, therefore, to treat with ease of things that 
are difficult ; with famili£(!^ity of things that are 
novel ; and with perspicuity, of things that are 
profound. 

What we conceive to be failings in others, are 
not unfrequently owing to some deficiencies in 
ourselves ; thus, plain men think handsome women 
want passion, and plain women think young men 
want politeness ; dull writers think all readers 
devoid of taste, and dull readers think witty writers 
devoid of brilliancy ; old men can see nothing to 
admire in the present days ; and yet former da3r8 
^ere not better, but it is they themselves that hare 
become worse. 
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A thorough-paced antiquary not only remembeif 
what all other people have thought proper to forget, 
but he also forgets what all other people think it 
proper to remember. 



* Speaking,' says Lord Bacon, ' makes a ready 
man, reading a full man, and writing a correct man.' 
The first position, perhaps, is true ; for those are 
often the most ready to speak j who hare the least 
to say. Reading will not always -make a full man, 
for t^ memories of some men are like the buckets 
of the daughters of Danae, and retain nothing ; 
others have recollections like the bolters of a mill« 
that retain the chaff and let the fiour escape ; these 
men will have fulness, but it will be with the drkw« 
back of dulness. Neither will writing always 
accomplish what his lordship had declared, others 
wise some of our most voluminous writers wou)4 
put in their claim for correctness, to whom t)iei;r 
readers would more justly award correction. Bujt 
if we may be allowed to compare intellectuaji 
wealth to current, we may say, that from a man's 
speaking, we may guess how much ready mpney 
he has ; from his reading, what legacies have b^eu 
left him ; and from his writing, how much he cai| 
sit down and draw for, on his banker. 



Drunkenness is the vice of a good constitu- 
tion, or of a bad memory ; of a ^constitution so 
treacherously good, that it never bends until it 
breaks ; or of a memory that recollects the pleasr 
ures of getting drunk, but forgets the pains of getr 
ting sober. 
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True goodness is not without that germ of 
greatness that can bear with patience the mistakes 
of the ignorant, and the censures of the malignant. 
The approbation of Grod i$ her ' exceeding great 
feward* and she would not debase a * thing so 
precious, by an association with the contaminating 
plaudits of man. 

Women that are the least bashful, are not 
unfrequently the most modest : and we are never 
more deceived than when we would infer any 
laxity of principle, from that freedom of demeanour, 
which often arises from a total ignorance of vice. 
Prudery, on the, contrary, is often assumed rather 
to keep off the suspicion of criminality, than crimi* 
' nality itself, and is resorted to, to defend the fair 
wearer, not from. the whispers of our sex, but of 
her own ; it is a cumbersome panoply, and, like 
heavy armour, is seldpm worn, except by those 
who attire themselves for^ the combat, or who have 
received a wound. 



What Fontenelle said of cuckoldom, might mor^ ^ 
truly be said of fame; it is nothing if you do not 
know it, and very little if you do. Nor does the 
similarity end here ; for in both cases, the princi* 
pals, though first concerned, are usually the very 
parties that are last informed. 

An ambassador* from Naples, once said of the 
young ladies of Paris, that they loved with their 

* This same ambassador was no disgrace to his corjxs, and 
some of his fraternity would not be the worse for a spice of 
his penetration. .On being asked b3r a lad3r. how it hanoenedL 
that the women have sojnuch^\iUj»3i\£s«s2s^ 
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heads, and thought with their hearts ; and could 
the same ambassador now see a certain class of 
young gentlemen in* London, we might as truly say 
of them, that they did neither, with either 



Good faith is the richest exchequer of princes^ 
for the more it is drawn upon the firmer it is, and 
its resourcjBs increase with its payments. A false* 
hood from royal lips, is to a nation, what^^^ 
mistake of a signal is to an army : the word of a 
king is as a Pharos to the mariner ; to withhold 
his word is to withhold the light, b^t to give his 
word and not to fulfil it; is not only to withhold the 
true light, but to set up a false one. 

We pity those that have lost their eyes, because 
they admit their infirmity, are thankful for our 
assistance, and do not. deny us that light which 
they themselves have lost. It is far otherwise 
with the blindness of the mind, which, although it 
be a calamity far more deplorable, seldom obtains 
that full commiseration it deserves. The reason 
is, that the mentally blind too often claim to be 
sharpsighted, and in one respect are so, since they 
can perceive that in themselves which no one else 
can discover. Hence, it happens that they are 
not only indignant at the proffered assistance of 
the enlightened, but most officiously obtrude their 
guidance upon them. Inflexibility, alas, is not 
confined to truth, nor inconstancy to error, and 

but $0 little in England, he replied): ' The reason is, that 
men govern in France, but in England the laws : the wo- 
men can infiuence the men, but they can have nothing to do 
with the lawSf but to obey them,* 
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A&Be who hare tke least pretensions k> dogmatize^ 
are' Hot dlways( those who have the least inclination 
to do so. It is upon- such lamentable occasions 
as these, that the scriptural paradox has been 
carried to a still greater excess of absurdity, when 
the presumption of those that are blind, would in* 
sist upon leading those that can see. 



firery man, if he would be candid, and sum 
11^ his own case as impartially as he would, that 
of his neighbour, would probably come to this 
conclusion, that he knows enough of others to be 
certain that he himself has enemies, and enough 
of himself to be as certain that he deserves them. 
We are dissatisfied, not so much with the quantum 
of the requital, as with the quarter from whence it 
comes, and are too' apt to ^ncy that our punish- 
ment is not deserved, because it is not always in- 
flicted precisely by the proper hand. Inasmuch 
as the bitter seeds of offence are sometimes sown 
without producing revenge, their proper harvest, so 
we also are not to wonder, if at othBr times the 
harvest should spring up,, even where nb' seed has 
been sown. 



Gross and vulgar minds will always pay a 
higher respect to wealth than to talent ; for wealth, 
ftlUioUgh it be a far less efficient source of power 
than talent, happens to be far more intelligible. 

Marriage 4s a feast where the grace is some- 
tinies' better than the dinner. 



The freest possible scope should be given to all 
the opinions, discussions, and iaveat\^^i^^tN& ^"^Cka^ 
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leamedl; if frail they will fall, if right they wiQ 
remain ; like steam, they are dangerous only when 
pent in, restricted, an^ x;onfihed. These discordan* 
€es in the moral if^orld, like the apparent war 9i 
the elements in the natural, are the very means by 
which wisdom and truth are ultimately established 
in the one^ and peace and harmony in the other. 

Great examples to virtue, or to vice, are not so 
productive of imitation as might at first sight be 
supposed. The fact is, there are hundreds that 
want energy, for one that wants ambition, and sloth 
has prevented as many vices in some mind», as vir-^ 
tues in others. Idleness is the grand Pacific ocean 
of Hfe, and in that stagnant abyss, the most salutary 
things produce no good, the most noxious, no eviL 
Vice, indeed, abstractedly considered, may be, and 
often is, engendered in idleness, but tbe moment it 
becomes efficiently vice, it must quit its cradle and 
cease to be idle^ 



Whether we are fiddlers or philosophers, we are 
equally ^pufied up by our acquirements^ and equally 
vain of our art. The fiddler is more ingenuous 
than the philosopher, since he boldly places his 
own profession at the head of every other, and, in 
all the self-Kiomplacency of egotism, exclaims ^ ona 
God, one Farrinelli.' Perhaps he is right, for in 
tMKh pursuits the vdiue of the prize often consists 
solely in the difficulty of attaining it. The philo- 
sopher, with a^ much arrogance as the fiddler, has 
a trifle more of circumspection. Proud of being 
thought incapable of pride, he labours less to exalt 
lads pardcular pursuit, than to lower those of his 
neigbbcma, imd from the fiimsiness of their strae^ 
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lures, "wodd slyly estsiblish the solidity of hU 
own. He would rather be the master of a hovel 
amidst ruins, than of a palace, if coinfronted by 
piles of equal grandeur, and dimensions. Pride is 
a paradoxical Proteus, eternally diverse, yet ever 
the same ; for Plato adopted a most magnificent 
mode of displaying his contempt for magnificence^ 
while neglect would have restored - Diogenes td 
common sense and clean linen, since he would have 
had no tub, from the moment he had no spectators. 
• Thus I trample,' said Diogenes, * on the pride of 
Plato.* * But,' rejoined Plato, * with greater pride, 
O Diogenes/ 

So idle are duU readers, and so industrious are 
dull authors, 4hat puffed nonsense bids fair to blow 
unpufifed sense wholly out of the field. 



Contemporaries* appreciate the man rather than 
the merit; but posterity will regard the merit 
rather than the man. 

We shall at times chance upon m^n of profound 
And recondite acquirements, but whose qualifica- 
tions, from the incommunicative and inactive habits 
of their owners, are as utterly useless to others, as 
though the possessors had them not* A person 
of this class may be compared to a fine chronome- 
ter, which has no hands to its dial ; both are con- 
stantly right without correcting any that are wrong, 
and may be carried round the world without assist- 

' * Blair complains of the dearth of good historians in hi$ 
di^; an era that could boeusc of Hume, Robertsini^ and 

%1 
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ing. one individual, either in niaking a ^^covetf 
or taking an observation. , 



ViKoOt oeattroy, Jmow thyself, is a precept \irUch 
vre are informed descended from heaven, a c<b1o des» 
cendit, y^w^* aeawov. The same authpritry has not 
been bold enpugb to affirm that it had yet reached 
the earth ; and from all that we c^n observe, we 
might be pardoned for suspecting that this celestial 
maxim was still on its journey. The nund, like the 
eye, sees all things rather than itself, and philoso- 
phers, like travellers, are often fkr better informed 
as to what is going on abroad than at home. I 
blame not those who run to scale the wall of China, 
or the pyramids of Egypt, the cataracts of the 
Missouri, or the apex of Chimborazo ; but if they 
would examine that which far surpasses, not only 
the artificial wonders of the old world, but the 
natural wonders of the new, they must return to 
themselves. . 



As the mother tongue in which we converse, is 
the ontv language v/eall tulk, though few are taught 
it, so me mother^wit by which we act, ils the only* 
science we never learn : yet we are all more or less 
obliged to practise it, although it is never heard of 
in t'h^ schools. The ancient philosophers indited 
scrutinized man in all his various bearingis and 
coiinexions, both as to his individual stnd social rela- 
tions, as to his present capabilities and futiir^ hopesl 
Although they have descanted so largely about- him^ 
yet about him^ they have left ws \\\x\^xWt is satisfac- 
tory or conclusive, and one s\vOTV%«i'svV^'svc.^,xS^^^ 
^J^ a despised and persecuted taas\,Va\)ft»^'i^^'<^ 
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of Jerusalem, perhs^ps, is worth it all. Truth is 
one, but error multifarious, since there may be a 
thousa,iid opinions on any subject, but usually one 
dat ^s^ right. That these sages of antiquity wan- 
aered very far from the marjc, may be collected 
from their glaring contradictions, constantly of each 
t>ther, and often of themselves. Like moles they 
were industrious, and like them they worked in the 
dark, fancied themselves very deejt, when they 
were" only a few inches beneath the surface, threw 
up a great deal of rubbish, and caused men to 
stumble and trip. Nevertheless, they had so numer- 
ous an audience, that the common business of life 
ran a risk of being neglected for speculatipns upon 
it, and it was fortunate that so^e of these sages 
not only walked barefoot themselves, but encour- 
aged their followers to do the same ; for logic had 
become far more cheap at Athens than. leather, and 
i^llogisms than shoes. Even this state of things 
had Its portion of good ; for he that knew not 
where to get a dinner, was in the highest state of 
practical discipline for a declamation on the advan- 
tages of temperance ; and iie that had no house, 
over his head, might naturally be expected to sur- 
pass all others in his knowledge of the stars. 

Tho^e who would draw conclusions unfavour- 
able to Christianity, from the circumstance that 
many believers have turned skeptics, but few skep- 
tics, believers, have forgotten the answer of Arce- 
silaus, to on^ that asked him why many went from 
other sects to the Epicureans, but none from the 
Epicureans to the other sects. ' B^ea»&<fcX %'«^ii2^^ 
*of men, some are made e\uiu<5i\»,W ^S. J^^^^^^ 
never any are made men? Iti Toaaxxers^ w. ^'^vn?^ 
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it too often happens tliat belief goes before exa^ni* 
nation, and we take* our creed from our nurse, but 
not our conviction. If the intellectual food should 
afterwards rise upon the stomach, it is because in 
this unnatural order of things, the act of swallow* 
ing has preceded the ceremony of tasting. 

Few things are more destructive of the best in« 
terest of society, than the prevalent, but mistaken 
notion, that it requires ja^ vast deal of talent to be a 
successful knave. This position, while it dimin^ 
ishes that odium which ought to attach to fraud, 
in the part of those who suffer by it, increases also 
. the temptation to commit it, on the part of those 
who profit by it ; since there are so many who would 
rather be written down knaves, than fools. The 
plain fact is, that to be honest mth success, requires 
far more talent than to be a rogue, and to be honest 
without success, requires far more magnanimity ; 
for trick is not dexterity, cunning is not skill, and 
mystery is not profoundness. The honest man 
proposes to arrive at a certain point, by one straight, 
and narrow road, that is beset on all sides with 
obstacles and with impediments. He would rather 
stand still than proceed by trespassing on the pro- 
perty of his neighbour, and would rather overcome 
a difficulty, than avoid it by breaking doMoi a fence. 
The knave, it is true, proposes to himself the same 
object, but arrives at it by a very different route. 
Provided only that he gets on, he is not particnlieur 
whether he effects it where there is a road, or 
where there is none ; he trespasses without scru- 
pie, either on the foibiddeti ^oxnkd of private 
property, or on tbosd by-^^atltfi N<i\kBi^ ^«t^'\% x^a 
i^gal tharoughfare ; wW Yie cw»ssx ^^wSia. w^x 
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]xe will overreach, and those obstacles l^e cannot 
surmount by climbing, he will undermine by creep- 
ing, quite regardless of the Jilth that may stick to 
him in the scramble. The consequence is, that he 
frequently overtakes the honest man, and passes ^ 
by him with a sneer. What then shall we say, 
that the rogue has more talent than the upright ? let 
us rather say that he has less. Wisdom is nothing 
more than judgment exercised on the true value of 
things that are desirable ; but of things in themselves 
desirable,those are the most so that remain the long- 
est. Let us therefore mark the end of these things, 
and we shall come to one conclusion, the fiat of 
the tribunal bptji of God and of man — ^that honesty 
is not only the deepest policy ^ hut the highest tvisdom ; 
since however difficult it may be for integrity to get 
on, it is a thousand times more difficult for knavery 
to get off; and up error is more fatal than that of 
those who think that virtue has no other reward, 
because they have heard that she is her own. 

In all civilized communities, there mnst of neces- 
sity exist a small portion of society, ytrho are in a 
great measure independent of public opinion, 
How then is this seeming advantage balanced 
in the great account ? These privileged individ- 
uals, surrounded by parasites, sycophants, and 
deceivers, too oflen become the willing victims of 
self-delusion, flattery, or design. Such persons 
commence by being their own masters, and finish 
by being their own slaves, the automata of passion, 
the Heliogaboli of excess, and the martyrs of dis- 
ease. Undelighted amidst all delight, and joylesa 
amidst all enjoyment, yet aateVe^^Vft.^^^^^'^^soii 
of satiety t they eventually lecevv^ iCti^Vj^^stfs^^^*^^ 
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of fdie panislaneiit of their folly, their prbfligacjr^ 
or their vice ; nay, they often suffer more than 
other men^ not becai&e they are as amenable as 
their inferiors, but because they go greater lengths. 
Experience speaks to such in vain, and they sink 
deeper in the abyss, in precise proportion to the 
height from which they have plunged. 

It has been said, that we are much deceived, 
when we fancy that ' we can do totthout the worlds 
and still more so when we presume that the world 
cannot do without us. Against the truth of. the 
latter part, of the proposition, I have nothing to 
depose ; but to return to the ^st feature of the pro- 
position, quoted above, I am inclined to think that 
we are independent, very much in proportion to the 
preference we give to intellectual and mental pleas-^ 
ures and enjoyments, over those that are sen- 
sual and corpo];eal. It is unfortunate, that although 
affluence cannot give this kind of independence, 
yet that poverty should have a tendency to^ with- 
hold it, not indeed together, but in part. For it 
is not a more unusual sight to see a poor man who 
thinks, acts, and speaks for himself, than to see a 
rich man, who performs all these important func- 
tiond at the will of another ; and the only polite 
phrase I know of, which often means more than it 
says, is that which has been adopted as the conclu- 
sion of our epistles ; . where for the word servant ^ 
might not unfreqiiently be substituted that of sktve^ 

It is astonishing how partureScent is evil, and 
with what incestuous fertility the whole family of 
vice increase and multiply, by cohabiting amongst 
Aemselves. Thus, if kings are ^nraimical and 
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tippressive, it is too often because subjects are ser* 
vile and corrupt; in proportion to the cowardice 
of the ruled, is the cruelty pf the ruler, and if he 
governs by threats and by bribes, rather than by 
justice and by mercy, it is because fear has a 
stronger influence over the base than love, and 
gain, more weight with the mercenary, than grati- 
tude. Thus, the gladiatorial shows joi ancient 
Rome, brought upon the instituters of them, the|r 
own pimishment ; for cruelty begat cruelty. The 
tyrant exercised those barbarities on the people, 
which Ihe people exercised upon the prisoner and 
the slave ; the physical value of man fell with his 
moral, and a contempt for the lives of others was 
bred in all, by a familiarity with blood. 

As we cannot judge of the motion of the eartH, 
by any thing within the earth, but by some radiant 
and celestial point that is beyond it, so the wicked, 
by comparing themselves with the wicked, per- 
ceive not how far they aare advanced in their ini- 
quity ; to know precisely what lengths they have 
gone, they must fix their attention on some bright 
and exalted character that is not of them, but 
above them. * When all move equally,' says Pas^ 
chal, * nothing seems to move, as in a vessel under 
sail ; and when all run by common consent into 
vice, none appear to do so. He that stops firsts 
views as from a fixed point, the horrible extrava^ 
gance that transports the rest 

There are two questions, one of which is the 
most important, and the other the most interesting 
that can possibly be proposed in language : Are 
we to live after deaUi ? and if we are — ^ia what 
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state t These are questions confined to no climate,, 
creed, or community ; the savage is as deeply in- 
terested in them as the sage, and they are pi equal 
import under every meridian where there are 
men. I shall offer some considerations that have 
been decisive with me, on a subject that might 
well warrant a much larger demand than I shall 
make on the patience of my readers. Those who 
agree with me in drawing their hopes of immortal- 
ity from the purest and the highest source, will not 
be offendeji at an attempt to show, that on this most 
momentous question, the voice of reason re-echoes 
back the truths of revelation, and that the calmest 
assent of philosophy coincides with the firmest con- 
viction of faith. Many causes are now conspiring 
to increase the trunk of infidelity, but materialism 
is the main root of them all. Are we to live after 
death ? and if we are, in what state ? The second 
question evidently depends upon the first, for he 
that feels no conviction as to the certainty of a 
future life, will not be over-solicitous as to the 
epnditiojh of it ; for to common minds the greatest 
things are diminished by distance ^ and they become 
eyanescei^t, if to that distanpe be added doubt, 
Shouljd the doubt of futurity introduce the denial 
of it,, what must then be the result ? All that endears 
us to our fellow men, and all that exalts us above 
them, will be swallowed up and lost, in the paltri- 
ness of the present, and the nothingness of now. 
The interests of society demand that a belief in a 
future state should be general ; the probability of 
such a state is confirmed by reason, and its cer- 
tainty is affirmed by revelation. I shall confine 
myself altogether to such proofs as philosophy and 
reason afford, and in so doing, I shall attack neither 
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Inotivefll nor men. If an argument can be proved 
to be false in its premises, absurd in its conclu* 
sions, and calamitous in its consequences, it must 
fall ; we cannot desire it, because it has nothing to 
allure, and we cannot believe it, because it has 
nothing to convince. 

The analogical* method of proof has very lately 
been resuscitated for the purpose of destroying the 
immortality of the soul. A bold and fresh attempt 
has been made to convert analogy into the Aor irn 
cr<a of materialism, by the help of which, as by a 
lever, the Archimedes of skepticism may be ena- 

* Analogy is a powerful weapon, and like all instruments 
of that kind, is extremely dangerous in unskilful hands. 
The grounds of probability which this mode of reasoning 
afibrds, will be more or less firm in proportion to the length, 
the frequency, and the constancy, of the recurrence of the 
phenomena, on which the analogy itself is built, hi some 
cases analogical proof may rise almost to mathematical 
certainty, aSj when from the undeviating experience of the 
past, we anticipate the future, and affirm that the sun will 
rise to-morrow. On other occasions, where the phenomena 
have occurred at long and broken intervals, and with no 
regard to dates or periods, the analogical presumption of 
their recurrence will mount no higher than the lowest stage 
of probability, and will in no way affect the common con- 
cerns and business of life. It is on this principle that the 
inhabitants of Lisbon sleep securely in their beds, without 
any very disturbing perplexities on the probabilities of an 
earthquake. Where the phenomena occur with regularity, 
as iA eclipses, mere distamce of time does by no rnecms in* 
vaUdate the analogical proofj save and except that in con- 
sequence of the shortness of life, the verification of such 
phenomena, must be matter of testimony, rather than of 
experience. So powerful, however, is analogy, that ia 
most disputes it ha^ been courted as an ally by both parties ; 
it has even lent arguments, as Switzerland troops, to both 
sides, and its artiUery has at times by both been over- 
charged, until it has reacted upon themselves. 
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H^d to overturn, not earth indeed, but keari^nl- 
Analogy tas vol fact supplied the first stone of the 
foundation, and that alone ; but infidelity ha9 
reare4 the sjuperstructure, with an industry as fer- 
tile of resourcej and we might add, of invention, as 
that of the cluldren of Israel, who continued to 
^ delirer iii the tale of bricks, after the n>aterials 
were denied. As much talent has been displayed 
in the support of these opinions wbich I am con- 
tributing my efforts to controvert, and as some of th6 
positions on which the inferences are built, will be 
conceded, I think it right toconmience, by observ- 
ing, th^t falsehood is never so successful as when 
she baits her hook with truth, and that no opinions 
so fatally mislead us, as those that are not wholly 
wrong, as no watches so effectually deceive the 
wearer, as those that are sometimes right. 

The argument I conteiid against is this : *- The 
mind,* (we are told) * is infantile with tjie hody;^ 
manly in the adalt, sick and debilitated by disease^ 
enfeebled in the decline of life, doting in decrepitude^ 
and annihilated by death. Now it sohappeiis, that 
out of isdl the positions >yhich make the links of 
this formidable analogical chain, the ^r?^ alone is 
universally true, and disturbed by no exceptions ; 
the mtepnediate Unks are sometimes right, and 
sometimes wrong, and the last is mere assertion^ 
wholly unsupported by proof. The universal his- 
tory of man, our own experience, and the testimony 
of others, are fiiB of iiiatayjces that clearly prove 
that the assertions- which intervene betv^een the 
first and the last, are as often false as they are truetw 
And this is more than we want ; for I must beg my 
readers' attention to this ^ailic\\\a.x ^xcvMci'^MJk^^^ 
namely, that one exception \o eacK ol \^^ ^asfettoa^ 
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tdVfmced above, must necessarily be as fatal to the 
anniliilating clause which is inferred from them, as 
one million. For if there be any force in that 
mode of argument which has been termed the 
reductio ad absurdum, it is evident that a single 
excep^n to each of the intermediate assertions, 
between the first position and the last, forces the 
materiahst upon the monstrous necessity of admit- 
ting two discrete orders of men, and that there is 
one law of existence for one description, and s, 
second for another. If*we pursue the' analogy no 
farther than history, experience, arid obseihration 
warrant, and this is the only logical mode of pur- 
suing it, we are then forced upon the abs^urdi^ 
mentioned above. The only arialogieal chain which 
' the facts authorize ws to form, is as follows* r the 
mind i^ infantile with the body, it is sometimes 
manly in the adult, sometimes sick and debilitated 
by disease, sometimes enfeebled in th6 decline of 
life, sometimes doting in decrepitude, and sometimes 
annihilated hyi death!!! 

If the mind be only sometimes' annihilated with 
the body, it must sometimes survive it ; but an 
argument that would make one class of men mor- 
tal/ and another immonal, by proving too much, 
proves nothing, and must fall by its own absurdity. 
* Circa Deos negligentur quippe addicpUjS mathe* 
matica,'* is an accusation that is not, I fear, con- 
fined in the present day to any particular pursuit ; 
for as there have been some mathematicians ^o 
devout as to fancy they have discovered the trinity 
in a triangle, so there are some anatomists who will 
ilkft beHeVe in the existence of a soul, because tbLe^ 
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have never yet been able to transfix it npon tlie 
point of their knife : yet methinks there is one 
circumstance that ought to lower the dogmatical 
confidence of the materialist, and this is, that mind 
hapjpens to be the only thing on whose existence we 
can by intuition itself rely. We may go on heap- 
ing proof upon proof, and experiment upon experi- 
ment, to establish, as we suppose, the reality of 
matter, and after we have done all this, I know not 
of one satisfactory answer that we could give, to 
those who chose to afiirm that with all our pains, we 
have only established the reality, not of matter, 
but of sensation. We may also doubt about the 
existence of matter, as learnedly and as long as 
we please, as some have done before Us, and yet 
we shall not establish the existence of matter by 
any such dubit^tions ; but the moment we begin to 
doubt about the existence of mind, the very act of 
doubting provea it. 

Another great source of error, in this most im- 
portant of all questions, is the mistaking of a strong 
but inexplicable connexion, fofan inseparable iden- 
tity. In the first place, I should humbly conceive 
that it is quite as unphilosophical to say that a 
himp of brain thinks, as that an eye sees ; the oniev 
indeed, ministers to thought, as the other to vision j 
for the eye, although it be necessary and subser-- 
vient to vision, can, strictly speaking, no more be 
said to see, than a microscope or a telescope ; it i» 
indeed j a finer instrument than either, but still ait 
instrument, and capable of being assisted by both. 
This observation woul^ ^PPly> mutatis mutandiSf 
to all of the senses, but 1 have selected that of 
Tision, as the most refined. We all know that the 
two eyes paint two minwle ^.lA iivoertcd mo-^es of 
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ImMilbjeibt, upon the yetiaa; haying dond thii^, they 
taye done* all tljat is expetted of them* What 
jpbwer is. it then th^^t rectifies all die errors of thiil 
loechinery, as to jfiumber, position and size, and 
priBset&ts us withrpne t£/>n^^^ object, in Jtsjiist. 
^fyiM$bsions and proportions y . AH this, is certainly 
not .effected by lhe.eyes,.for a pariJjrsis of the 
:^tic nerve instantly and totally destroys their 
DQfrers, witliout in the 45lighteist manner affecting 

' Uieir organization. The optic nerve, then, }i «eems, 

- iMfid the eye, are ftaiA ^necessary to Vision, hut are 
A'ey (dl that is necessary ? Certainly not ; because 
if we proceed' a little farther, we shall find that 
certain effects, operating upon the brain, will com- 
pletely aftd instantly destroy the powers of vision, 
^e optic nerve and the eye both rem^iiiiing unal* 
i^red and undisturbed.- How then are these ef^ . 
fects produced ? aire their cau^s always, mechan- 
ifcal, as from pressure, or the violence of a blow? 

. No, they are often morbid, the result of increased 
,acii6n, brought on by inflammation, or of diseased 
tfChicture, superinduced by abscess. Are there not 
causes ^neither morbid ^or mechanicalj that have , 
been found capable of producing similar effects f 
Yeg: — ^a few sounds acting on the tympanum of the 
jear, or a few black and small figures scribbled oft a 
^ece of white paper, have been knoW .ta knock a 
inan down as efiectually as a sledge hamm^^r, and' 
|iO depriye him not only of vision, but even of-lif©. 

■ fitere then we hav<e instances of mind actitig upon 
matteir; and I by no means afiSofm tha^ matter does 
BOt also act upon mind ; fi>r to those who advocate- 
<iie intimate xjoirwexion "ijetweeja body and mind, 
|h<ese reci|)rocities ef action are easily reconcile- 
iWe; but jtjiis will benninsup^ble^fRcuhy to 

. ' ' '2.6 ■*■ '■ - 
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Aose yrha affirm the laentky of miiad and body, ' 
which iwywever is not for us, but for those whd 
jamintain this doctrine^ to overcome. . If. mind be 
indeed so inseparably identifii&d with miitter, that- 
the dissolution, of the -one must necessarily inyoive 
the destruction of the other, how comes it te .pass 
that we so often see the hody^ surviver the mind ift 
one maU) and the mind surrive the body in an- 
other ? Why do they not agree tQ die togedifirj 
How happened ^it that4he bciiy of Swift became 
for so many years the-livii^g tomb of his mind; , 
and, a^ in some cases of paralysis, how are we t^ ^ 
aQcoiiht for tKe phienomena of the body, reduced to. 
the inost deplorable and helpless debOiQr, without 
any corresponding weakne^ or hebetation of the 
mind ? Ajain,4f the mind be indeed xiot the tenant 
of the coi^real dwellings but ah 'absolute -aiid . 
component part of the. dwelling itself, where doed 
the mysterious -but tangible palladium of this temple 
reside t Where.are we to go to find it, sijice* i^ 
fnaterial, why jcannot it be felt, handled, and seen ? 
tShe resides, we a^ednformed, in the inmost recesses 
^ of her sensorium, the brain ; a mere assertion that 
'^can never be proved; for if she doth indeed 
eidighten this little, citadel,it is with a ray Hke that 
of ^ those sepulchral . lamps, which, the instant we 
discover, we destrpy. If we return to the evidence 
of facts, the dissections carried oh by Morgagni, 
Halter, Bonnet, and others, do most thoroughly 
and irrefutably establish one most important, and to . 
me at least, tsonspling truth ; t^at there is no part 
^f the brain, either cortical, 6r medullary, not even 
. the pineal ^land itself, that has ncA, in ohe instance 
or in another, been totally destroyed by disease^ but 
without producing in the .i[Mblt^ti\. ^asw c^-h^^^ns^^^ 
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siien^tion (^ halliicination of mind ; in some ps^es^' 
withpnt apy suspteion of such disease during lifei 
aind without, any discovery of it, until after dea^^ 
by dissec^n. We shall l?e told, perhap«r, that the 
thinking faculty may be something- residing in the 
very centre of the pineal ^and, but so minute isus to . 
surviye the destruction even of. that ^n which it is 
enclosed. The pineal gland does ijudeed contain a 
few particles of a schistOMs Or gritly substance, 
but whixjh, alas, prove- little, for the argument of 
him who would designate thought to be nothing 
more than tjie result of a more ciirious and con^- 
plieated ^organization ; since these particles, on 
examinatioiv, turn oyt to be nothing more nor less 
than phopplKtte of liine -! .^* , ,- 

TMs intimate union between bo4y and inind, is 
in fact analogous to aQ that we see, and feel, and 
comprehend. Thus we observe that the material 
slimuH of alcohol) or of opium, act upoii the mind 
through the body, and that the moral stimuli of 
love, or of anger, act upon the body through the 
mind^ these are reciprocities of action, that estab* - 
lish the prinpiple of connexion between the two, 
but are ^tal to that of an identity. 

'Those who- would persuade us that the thinking- 
faculty, is an identical ^h of the body, matUrescent ' 
t» it, and dying WA it, impoise a very heavy task 
npon tfeeraselvea; and' if we consider the insupe^. 
rable difficulties of their creed on the one hand, and . 
the air of conviction with which they defend it oa 
^e other, we 'are perhaps justified in affirming that 
these mien are the* very last p^crsons in the^^uniyerse, 
to whom the name of skeptic ought to be applied ; 
but a dogmatic ddubter, although it "ik«?j Vi^ ''i. >^^a»^- 
:Aaig beyond ^ourphiloa(oi^V^Aa \«q ^^^-^ ;«*»^ ^ 
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teyond our observiition. We,- 1 repfea^, c&aMim 
for a strong but inexplicable eonnexio'nhetw eeH ^ 
body and mind;' and upon this principle all the 
sympathies of mutual pleasure and of paiUt and aU 
the reciprocities of rest and of action, are both 
liatura! and intelWgible. Those who advocate the 
identity of the . body and the mind', will find that . 
they have embraced* a theory surrounded by fact9 
that oppose it at every point, facts which their sys- • 
tern will neither enablathem to explain, nor their 
experience to deny." Does not every, passion of. 
the mind act directly, primarily, and as it were jper 
*<, upon the body; with greater or with lessei' 
influence in proportion to their force ? Does not 
the activity belong on -this occasion to the mind/ 
and the mere passtveness to the body 1 Does >nol 
the (j[uickened circulation follow the anger, the starll 
the surprise^ and the svvoon the sorrow ? Do not 
these instances, and a thousand others, clearly con^f 
vince us. that priority of action here belongs to ihel- 
lund, and no't to the body ? and those who deny' 
♦this are reduced to the ridiculous' absurdity of 
atteHq;>ting to prove that a man is frightened , 
because he runs away, not' that he runs aw&y 
because he is frightened, and thai the motion pro^ 
duces the terror, not ^e terror the motion ; a kind, '\ 
6i logic, thlis, that would become a iFalstafT much 
betier than a {))ii]osopher. <A.gain, is not mania* 



i 



« I shall insert a not© from Dr. JohirAmistronflr on FV 
▼ef, p: 478, which those who 'only look' at will tnmk too - 'j, 
long, but those who read will think too short. ' "^ . | 

* It will hare been j)erfcei ved, that I considerinsanily t» I 
the effect of soine disorder in the cireulaiion, whether pro- 
daced hy agencies of a corporeal or mwital nature, ft ' 
might be shown by familiar lacls^lWxtVveVvTflisiis the prifli- 
cipaJ organ through which the o^ftt^v^os^ oi ^^ ic»QdSk %sw . 
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produced b^rmofdZ causes, quite as often as by phy- 
sical, and has not that mode' of cure succeeded 
best, which was instituted with a reference to this 

• - - ^ 

performed : and it does not, as many have supposed, neces« 
4saril}[ involve the doctrine of materialism to affirm, that 
certain disorders of that organ are capable of disturbing 
those (»>erations. If the most^kilful musician in, the world 
were placed before an unstrung or broken instrument, he 
eould not produce the harmony ^hich he was accustomed 
-io do when that instrument was perfect, nay, on the con- 
(rar]r, the sounds would be discpraant ; and yet it would be 

. inamfestly most illogical to conclude, from such an eiFect, 
that the powers of the musitian were impaired, since they 
merely appeared to be so froi4 the imperfection of the instra- 
menti Now, what the instrument is to the musician, the 
brain may be to the mind, for aught we know to the con- 
trary ; and, to pursue the figure, as the musician has an 
existence distinct from that of the itistrument. so the mind 
Inay have an existence distinct from that of tne brain ; for 
in truth we have no. proof whatever of mind being a pro- 
perty dependant upon any arrangement of matter, we 
perceive, indeed, the properties of matter wenderfuUy 
modified in the various things of th« universe, which strike 
our sen^ -^th the force of their sublimity or beauty ; but 
in all these we. recognise certain radical and common pro- 
perties, that bear no conceivable relation to those mysteri- 
ous capacities of thought and of feelin|[, referable to that 
something which, to designate and distin^^h from mat- 
ter, we term mind. In this way, I conceive the common 
sense of mankind has made the distinction which- every, 
where obtains between mind and matter, for it is natural 
to conclude,, that the essence of mind may be distinct from 
the essence of matter, as the operations of the one are sa 
distinct iVom the properties of the other, yrhen we Say 
that mincl is immaterial^ we oiily mean that it has not the 

• properties of matter ; for the consciousness which informs 
us of the operations, does not reveal the abstract nature of 
mind, neither do the properties reveal the essence of mat- 
ter. When any one, therefore, asserts the mat^srialjtv of 
mind, he pre-supposes, that the ^heivoinsaA qS-tm^rx. ^5«»^ 
\y sYioyr the real cause of mini, wlaicXi, ^.'^^'^^^^^O^* 
flnpAi/osophically places his aTcxmieaVQ'tt.^s^^^s^**^ "^ ., 
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eanse ? ' On exandnatioD, after deatli, ofihoBeMfhff 
have laboured tmder chronic mania, it most nsaal^ 
•bappcms that no difference ofstructure is pefcepli*' 
ble in the brain on dissection. If, however, in 
$om6 few instances there ' has been a perceptible^ 
difTerence, will not a retrospection to the taentei 
origin^ of the malady, justly warrant us in asserting 
that the derangement of structure tros not the cause/ 
^ but is the consequence of the disease ? That so 
foany instances should occur where no such differ^ 
cnce of structure is perceptible,- is ahalagous xa 
"What so often happens in other disorders, where at 
totsd functional derangement is unaccompanied by 
the slightest organic destruction. 

It is admitted that each and every component, 
particle of the body is changed in the course of . 
twenty years, and that corporeal identity is by 
ihese means so totally destroyed, that a man t^ho 
lives to sixty shall have gradually received threes 
distinct bodies, the last of which shall not contaiM 
6ne individual atom that composed the £rst. Bot- 
those who would persuade us that mind is an abso- 
lute and component part of the body, -so completely 
ingrafted as it were arid incorporated with it, that 
the thinking faculty is only the result of a mor^ 
curious and complicated organization, must admits 
that the mind must sympathize not partially, but 
whoDy with these change's of the body ; changeii 
86 powerful, that th^y must effect the total destruc- 
tion of moral identity, as they certainly do of that 

apd his ground of rea3oning is equally g^tuitous — when 

pd contends, that mind is an attribute of matter, because it 

is never Jmbwn to operate but in. coaimictioii with matter, 

for thoi^h this connei^ion is cotis\»X!X\n ^s^^^^^-^^-*^ 

J^re uodirect proof of its being lie^ies^rj* 
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Ifiifliiia.c^f^^l. ^JThe .mateiisili»t most admic 
doa. absurdity, as hia oiily mea|is of escaping ti 
IpMaler, aamolyy that a whole shall not be altered, 
n^wittjffitanding a total change of all th# parts that 
Aomposed it. If indeed the materialist is inclinied 
itt admk that these changes do alter the body, but 
not the fniad, then indeed he admits that which is 
fme; but truth itself may be bought too dear, in 
t^ opinion or some, if the confession of their 
defeat be the price; the admis^pn alluded to 
aftwv^e, is in fact all the confession for which we 
oomencl, namely, that body and mind, although 
ihey are united, are also distinct. In a former 
part of this argument, I have admitted that the 
tfix>pO!^tion that the mind is infantile with the body, 
Is B, general rule disturbed by no exceptions. But 
tkis truism^ I presume, will perform but httle, either 
ft» the materialist^ oi* against him, because the 
terms are cOnvertiWer The mind is infantile with 
the body, says the mslterialist ; but has not the 
ififinaterialiat quiie^as much reason on. bis side, 
should he feel inclined to assert that the body is 
ipfmitile with the mind ? Observe, we do not con- 
tend that the mind has no- beginning, but that it 
shall have no end, and it appears that the body ii 
appointed to be the first stage of its existence* 
Therefore I should rather affirrti. that the body is 
infantile with the ndnd, than that the mind is infan^' 
tile with the body, and that a fuller and stronger 
demonstration of all the powers and faculties of 
the mind evinces itself in proportion as a more 
matured development of the organs of the body 
etiables it passiyely to receive the i^npressions^ and 
actively to execute the so^eiev^ '^^\>JLWNa» «2^ ."^^^^ 
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mind. In d>iifixiiiatkm of this mode of coiu^idemg 
the subject, we may observe that chUdren often 
have a tcderahle idea of the thing desired or foared, 
long befoA. diey are able to express the term by 
whidi it is described. The inind precedes the 
t<mgue ; and the efibit and wish to spesk evinces 
itself much earlier dian the power* to do so. l^e 
distinguishing^ and endearing characteiistics of 
mother are sufficiently understood by the infant, 
^ng before itxan caU her by. name; and. the 
infantile mind is -not without a thousand modea 
of estpressing its feelings, long before the lagging 
organs of. the body are sufficiently deveh^>ed to 
accomplish the articulation of thenu 

If naind be material, it mUst be both extended 
and divisible, for these are propertied inseparaUe 
from matter. The absurdity of such a siippositi<« 
startled even the bcddest of skeptics, because he 
happened also to be the most^ocute ; I shall there- 
fore quote a passage from Mr. Hume, who will h% 
allowed by mater^dists, at least, to be an orthodox 
authority. 'There is one argument, (833^3 he,) 
commonly employed for the inunateriality of the 
soul, which seems to be remarkable : whatever is 
extended, consists of parts, and whatever consists > 
of parts, is divisible, if not in reality,, at least in the 
imagins^ioh. Jt is impossible any thing divisible 
caii be conjoined to a thought or a perception, 
which is a being altogether inseparable and indi- 
visible. Fjot, supposing such a conjunction, would 
the indivisible thought e^t on the left hand, or on 
the right of this extended divisible body ; on the 
surface, or in the middle, on the back or foreside 
of it? n it be' coT^oixied ml\i ilcka ^^tension^ it 
oiust exist sQinewheie witou iva ^Miv«ai\Q\a. \v'^ 
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eddtft wi^a its dimensions, it must either exist in 
one particular part, fmd then that particular part is 
indivisible, and the perception is conjoined only 
with it) not with the extension ; or if the thought 
e^usts in every part, it must also be extendecf, ancl 
separable, and divisible, d^ welt as the body ; which 

. is utterly absurd and contradictory. For can any 
one conceive a passion of a yard in length, a foot 
in breadth, and an inch in thickness ? Thought, 
tlierefore, and extension, are qualities wholly incom- 
patible, and can never Incorporate together into 
one subject.' Mr. Hume seems to have been so 
fully coiivinced by the positions which this argu- 
ment contains, that he has laboured to push its 
ecmclusions even up to the establishment . of that . 
<;eiebrated paradox so formally lajd down, and so 
stoutly defended by him. * This maxim (to usef 
again M^ own words) is, that an object may exist, 

. and yet be nowhere, and I assert (says he) that 
this is not oti'ly possible, biit that the greatest part 
of beings .(by wliich he afterwards gives us to 
uriderstand he means impressions and ideas) do 
and must exist after this manner. A moral reflec- 
tion (says he) canndt be placed eitl^er on the right 

' of on the left hand of a passion, nor can a smell or 
a sound be either of a circular or square figure. 
These objects and perceptions, so far from requiring 
any particular places, are absolutely incompatible^ 
with it, and the imagination cannot attribute it to 
them.' 

These passages prove thit materialists will some- 
times find Mr. Hume to be a very dangerous^ally. 
Again, all mind is conscious of its own existence j 
but if mind be material, raattet \tta&lVi<&. ^^^^^^sss^a. 
of^ks own existence lOo •, W ^Jc^ q.wn.^«vss^>^^'**^>^ 
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inseparable from mind, and if mind be compoieid 
of matter, that which is inseparable from the .one, ' 
cannot be denied to the other* These are some 
of the absurdities whicK the capacious credulity of 
infidelity tUnd the bold belief of unbelievers^ wiUfilid 
it more easy to swallow than to digest. -It ^has 
been urged by somej that a. total, though temporal 
suspension of the thinking faculty takes place 
dming sleep, and that a faculty that may b$ . 
suspended, may al^ be destroyed. It is evident 
that this again must be mere assertion that can 
never be proved ; on the contrary, dreams^ go to 
prove that there are seasons when the thinking 
faculty is not suspended by sleep ; but since it is 
manifest that sleep cannot suspend it at all times, 
it may not suspend it at any time. We have 
repollections of mental operations going on during 
sleep, which recoUectionsare.extremely vivid on 
some occasions, and on some occasions equally 
faint and confused; These recollections vary from 
reality, almost down to nothingness, and these 
recQllections we term a dream. These operations [ 
of the thinking faculty may, for aught we know to 
the contrary, have been going on during sleep^ 
unaccompanied by any after recpUeotion of them 
when awake ; and the gradation$ of distinctness 
with wluch we recollect our dreains, are confirm- 
atoiy of such an hypothesis. I conceive analogy 
will also fissist us -here ; for I- would ask one simple 
question, with respect .fo our waking thoughts : . 
have we not all forgot more of them than we 
remember ? and yet none of us, I presume, are 
prepared to deny tlie existence of these thoughts- 
on such a ground. To those who prefer a shorter 
metk^d of putting the argument, I would say that 
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<mt apprehension of the operati^m of thougln is not 
necessary to the existence df it; but .that its 
existence 1^ absolutely necessary to our apprehen- 
sion of it. 

If mind be, indeed, material, what has death to 
do with the annihilation of it?' ibr death has no 
no such power over matter. We are told that ' the 
thinking faculty is nothingmore than the result of a 
more curious and compUcate^ organization,^ \e% 
what is this, but an attempt to illustrate -that which 
is obscure, by an explanation which is more so?' 
Cwd we, for one moment, believe that a mere juxta- 
position of~ parts is able to convey the highest 
activity and energy to that whose very essence it 
is, to be, on. all other occasions, of aU created 
things, the most inactive and inert ? If we request 
the materialist to explain this kind of hocus jpocus^ 
I suspeci he can only do it by repeating hoc est 
corpus, \\\Q well-known etymology of the term. In 
a former part of this article I have quoted a 
passage from Mr. Hume. The passage occurs in 
a work which be afterwsgrds ^ologized for, and 
requested that the public would not consider it as 
containing his more matured philosophical opinions. 
He imbodied, however, a great p^LTt of this work 
afterwards into his assays, against which he enters 
no such caveat ; and it is known that he himself 
considered these essays his- master-piece, and in 
them the poaiitijpns contained in the article I have 
quoted, are repeatedly referred to, and' confirmed. 
In these essays, the following passage occurs : 'Is 
there any principle, in all nature more mysterious 
than the union of soul with bod;jr ', by which U sup 
posed spiritual suhstajice acquires such m influ* 
«QC,e over a material one^ that ihe most r^fioisd 
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tbouj^lit is able to actuate the grossest raatle^t 
were we empowered by a secret jwish, to remove 
inountairis, or control the planets in their orbit, 

^ this extensive authority would not be more extra- 
ordinary, nor more beyond our apprehension.! How 
unfortunate was Mr. Hume that he did not live in 
this enlightened age ; when he might have been 
informed that this most inexplicable, phenomenon 
vas, after all, the result of" the most simple contri- 
vance, arising from nothing more nor less than a 
very slight alteralion In the juxtaposition of a few 
particles of matteT !' f9r the thinkirig facuUy (we 
near) is only the result of a more curious and conu- 
plicated organization! Nature, then, it would seenr, 
no 4ess than art, has her cups, and her halls, jSLndi\ 
'small portion of matter thfown into the inside of 9 
little globe of hone, acquires properties and powen; 
diametrically opposite fo ail those, which on thife 
outside of it, it has been ascertained invariably' t^ 
posseBs. Neither does that gulf of insurmountable 
Ignorance, under which we labour,, as to the nature 
of this mysterious unicm of body and mind, invali- 
date in the^ slighest degree the proofs of iti 
existence ; for no one, I presume, will be hardjr 
enough to deny the e^astence of life; and yet the 
uiiion of life with body is quite as inexplicable as 
the union of mind, superadded to both. Let us, 
then, be as candid in the one case, as in the othex', 
and apply the same reasoning to mind, that we 
have sJl consented to, with regard to life. Let its 
affifm of both of them, that we know nothing cif 
either, but by their effects, which effects, howev«[^ 
do most fully and firmly establish thdr e^stence. 
// that marvellous mictocoata^xwaxv, VvsSdl^\.\va 

^i08$ly cargo of his fo.cti\X\e« ^osA v^^«t%, ^^\^ 
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toiodi ^l^ioh Argosy, fiUed out and freighted onijr 
lorshipwreckrand destruction, who amongst us th&t 
tolerate the present, only from th^ hope of the 
future ; who that have any aspirings of a /high and 
intellectual nature about them, coiddb^ brought to 
submit to the disgusting mortifications of the - 
»>yage ? Aa to the common and the sensual, herd, 
who would be glad, perhaps, under any terms, to 
9weat and groan beneath the load of life, they would 
find that the creed of the materialist, would only 
give a fuller swing to the-suicidal energiesof a self- 
ism as unprincipled as unrelenting ; a selfism that 
IVould not only make ih^i gifilcss gift of life a 
boon the most difficult to preserve, but would at the 

s same time render it wholly imwortl^y of the tasfc 
nt^d the .trouble of its preservation. Knowledge 
herself, the fairest daughter of heaven, would be 
immediately transformed into a changeling of hell ; 
the brightest reason would be the blackest curse, 
and weakness more salutary than strength ; for the 
villany of man would increase with.thc? depravity of 
his will, and the depravity of his will, with every aug* 
mentation of his power. The force of intellect im- 
Barteid to that which was corriipt, would be like the 
destructive energies eomraunicated by an earth- 
quake, to that which is inert ; where even things in- 
animate, as rocks and mountains, seem endowed 

-with a momentary impulse of motion and of life, 
only to overwhelm, to destroy, and to be destroyed. 
Justice is usually depicted as having no eyes, -but 
Jiolding^ a sword in one hand, and a pair of scaler 
in the oth^x** Under a system that destroyed the 

♦ The awfhl importance of the above «,TV\<t\«\ss»&\.^-^^^'»^ 
the length of it j aijwjL to show tYoX 1 «ai tiCft-^ww^^icBX ^"^ 
tlew ofiis sco^ and b^rvngs, 1 s\»Yifavv&Wj ^ i5i?«*»^>^^^ 

ti9 i 
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awM obliffaiiens of an oiuih, what aoiM jiM^ 
weigh?' &e must renounce her Sje«les, and apfdy 
both her hands to the sword^ and it would ho a 

from a work just published, which has maisy readers, and . 
wiU certainly have more : ' There is another inore impor- 
tant relation in which the mind isstill to be viewed— that re- 
lation.which eomiects it with the Almighty Being to whoai 
it owes its existence. Is maS) whose frail generations be* 
Jin and pass away, but one of the links of an infinite chain 
of beings like himself, uncaused, and coeternal with that ^ 
self-existmg world of which he is the feeble tenant t or is 
he the pfispring of an all-creating Power, that adapted him 
to TuUu/re and nature to Am, formed, together with the. mag^ 
nificent scene of things around him, to enjoy its blessings, 
and to adore, with the gratitude of hap pi ness, the wisdom 
and g:oodness from which they flow 1 What attributes of 
a Being so transcendent, may humsm reason presume to 
explore 7 and what homage will be most suitable to his 
immensity and our nothingness T Is ft only for an existence 
of a few moments in this passing scene, that he has formed 
us 1 or, is there^something withm us^ oyer which death has 
BO power ,-^sdmething, that prolongs' and identifies the \ 
cpnsciousness'of all that we have done on earth, and ^f^ 
after the mortality of the bodyymay yet be a subject of tire 
moral government jof God^l When compared with these 
.questions, even ^e sublimest physical inquiri^ are conv- 
paratively insignificant. They seem to di£rer,-as it has been 
said, in their relative importance and dignity, almost as 
philosofihy itself differs from the mechanical arts that are 
subservient to it. ' Qtui9»i(iP7& tn^rjx^tto^Dr^tam in4pre5£,'--- 
ei ccB^ras artes; tantum inieresseexistimain ipsapkthsophia^ 
inter illam partem ^uaadkominis e^Tianciiucs ad Deos spet" 
tat. 'AUioresl hose et animosier .* muUmnpermisit siM;nan 
fuit eadis jaojUenta. Majus esse quiddam suspicapa est^ ac ' 
puUhrius, quodextra ^rvspeetvm natu/ra pesuisset,^*. 'luis 
'Whefn ascending to these §ublimer objects,, that tfae mind 
seems to expand, asif already shakuig off its earthly fetters, 
and returmng to its source : a^d it is scarcely too much to 

* SO'inuph fs- in philosophy. and oth.ei; arts, as I tiiink to be in that 
philosophy "Whieh on the one part re^uda men^ and on thet>tKerthe 
god^^—uda latter is more lofty and etier%ei\^cr-Av\\)XT>i]i:AAiS£i\Ki:QL\^ 
:-not satiafied with the cyea—it suavecla iL\«Ll\n^.w«i^«t wi^tBRi^^ 
tcauUfyl which natar« migX^ \m^ i^'teuc^^oxxx ^^ «^V^^ 
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feeble lo oorrect As to jastice hdfself^ she would 
not only be jnore blind than Polyphemus, but she 
would also want more hands than Briareus, to en- 
able her to combat the hydra-headed monster of 
crime ! . " 

There are some characters who appear to super- 
ficial obseWers to be full of contra^ctibn, chanse, 
and inconsistency, and yet they that are in me 
secret of what such persons are driving at, know 
that they are the very reverse of what they appear 
to be, and that they have one single object in view, 
to which ihey as pertinaciously adhere, through 
every circumstance of change, -as the hound tome 
hare, through all her mazest and doublings. We 
know that a windmill is eternally at work to accom- 
l^sh one end, although it shifts with everv varia- 
tion of the weathercock, and assumes ten different 
positions in a day. 

There is nothing that requires so strict an econ- 
omy as bur benevolence. We should husband 
our means as tho agriculturist his manure, which 
if he spread over top large a superficies, produces 
no crop^ if over too smaU a surface, exuberates in 
rankness and in weeds. 

. The women are satisfied with lesis than the men; 
and yet, notwitbst^ding this, tl|ey are less easily 

say, that the delight which it thus takes in things divine i| 
an internal evidence of its own divinity. \ Cum iUa ietigit^ 
aUM/fy enseU: ac vehU'dncviis Uberatui^ in oHgvmem re* 
dU, Ei hoc Kal>et ar^Ufnenhtm divinitoHf 5tMB, qnod WMSfk 
dfivina deleetaiU.** . : - " \ 

^ 'HTicii she moves forwatd c.Yvpx\a\ied, %\ve mc^xew^r-^^^^ '^^^'*' 
AH lUytimeDt of her dlvialty thaiOiv\ue ^v^u^Vi*»^»«^* 
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satisfied. In the first pkce-^refererice and pre- 
cedence are indispensable articles with them, if 
we wmild have our favours graciously received ; 
they look, moreover, to the mode, the manner, and 
the address, rather than to the value of the obliga- 
tidnj and estimate it more by the time,lhe cost,'and 
the trouble we may have expei^ded upon it^ thaii by 
its intrinsic worth. Attention is ever current coin 
with the ladies, and they weigh the. heart much 
more scrupulously than the hand. A wealthy suiter 
purchases a watch for his idol, studded with gems ; 
• an artificer makes a far less costiy one ^.for his^ 
favourite, and I lieed not add which willbe most^ 
propitiously received, since there will be one person 
at least in the world, who will be certain tha^ 
during the w^iole process of the fabrication of the; 
' present, the donor was thinking of her for whctm 
it was designed. 

Pride differs in many things from yanity, and by 
gradations that never blend, sdthough they XD^y,i!ie 
somewhat indistinguishable. Pride may, perh^s, . 
be termed a loo high opinion of ourselves, founded 
on ihe overrating of certain qualities that we, do 
actually possess ; whereas vanity is more easily 
satisfied, and can extract a feeling of self-compla<< - 
cency, from qilalifications that are imaginary, 
Yanity can als6 feed upon externals j but pride mfiSt 
have more or less of that which is intrinsic i the 
proud, therefore, do not set so high a value upon 
wealth as the vain, neither are they so much 
depressed by povetty. Vanity looks to/the many, 
and to the moment ; ptide to the future, and ^he 
few ; hence pride has mote ^\f^c\i\xi\»&, ^iXi^N^cK^ 
/nore disappointments V ufeVOaet ^Q^^^^^ewx^'^es^i 
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BO well, for sh^ at timeB diatrusts Herself^ whereas 
fdde despises others. For the vain man ccmnot 
slwsys be certain of iht validity of his pretensions, 
because they are often as empty as that very .vanity 
that has created them ; therefore it is-'necessary for 
lushappinessythat they should be coi&med by the 
epmon oi his neighbours, and his own vote in ^ 
fovcmr oMiimself he thinks of lit^e weight, until it 
he backed by the suffrages of others. The vain 
man idolizes his own person, and here he is wrong ; 
but he cannot bear his own company, sgid here he 
is right. The proud man wants no such confirma- 
tioits ; his pretensions may be .small, but they are 
something, »id his error lies in overrating ihem. 
If others appraciatiB his merits less highly, he attri* 
biites it either to their envy, or to their ignorance, 
and enjoys in prospect ihe period when time sha|l 
have removed the film from their eyes'. Therefore 
the proud man can afford to wait, because he has no 
doubt of the strength of his capital, and can also 
Uve, by anticipation, on that fame which he has per- 
suaded, himself that he deserves. * He oftien d)raw8 
ifideed too largely upon posterity, but even here he 
is safe ; for should the bills be dishonoured, this ^ 
oftnnot happen until that deht^ vdiich cancels all 
others, shall hitve been paid. 

Few things ar^ more agreeable to Self-love O^an 
revenge, and -yet no<;ause so effectually restrains 
lis from revenge, as self4ove. And this paradox 
naturally suggests pother — ^that the strength of 
the commnnity is not unfrequently built upon the 
weakness of those individuals that c<raK^'s»<^ >&.\"^ 
poai^on not quite so cleat a.a <5tka ^^^•'»'^'^ A ^^*^^ 
c«jV©/ equajly tenable and vrvx^. ^'^i ^^««*^ "^ • 
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mjaYy, and we ttre so constituted that the firM ^»aK 
sideration with most of us is revenge; If we 
l^ppen, to be kings, or prime ministers, we |[k» 
straight forward to work, unless indeed it shovUd 
happen, that those that have inflicted ihsr ifijmpf 
are as powerful as those that have received^ ii^^ 
It is fortunate, however, for the interests of\.sooii» 
et}^, that the great tnass of mankind are neither 
kings, nor prime < ministers, and that men aro bo 
impotent that they can spldom b^g evil upaa 
others^ vnthout more or less daiiger to themsi^vciv,: 
Thus then it is that public strength, security ^^ and 
confidence, grOw out of private weakness,^ dangoit 
and fear. These considerations have givoatiseta. 
this saying: * Ic is better to, quarrel with a Jmao& 
than fdith a yboZ ;' for with the latter all considerf^ 
tion of consequence to himself, is swallowed up- 
and lost in the blind and brutal imptdse that goads 
him on to bring evil upon another. We hsOe oinr 
enemy much) but we love ourselves mere« Wo 
have been injured, but we will not avail ours^ly«« 
of the legal me'atis of redress, because of the cep' 
tain expense and trouble, and the uncertain suc- 
cess ; neither will we resort to illegal -modes of 
retaliation, because we will not run the risk of the 
mortification, t^e disgrace, and the danger ofadis* 
covery-; for it is as difficult for revenge to act 
without exciting suspicion, ia^s for a rattlesnake to 
stir without making, a noise. The result is, that 
. we are Quiet, and self-love is made to correct its 
own violence, as a steam-engine its oWn velocityi 
and the fear of danger effects for the on^, what 
Cie sqfety^valv^ accomplishes for th^ other. Aiid 
it is Mgbly necessary i\iaX^\\dxL|;a ^oxil^V)^ ^Qs^ov 
Uati(m aggravates xeseiitxa^Biit, «bA x^^««i&asB^ 



LAC ON, a^; 

* » 

fmd^QM ii^^ vet&^ihny therefore, uer^ tbete 
nothing to restrain these causes from aeiing reci« 
procaily upon each other,^ the destruction of- all 
^POici^ty mvst be the oo&sequence, and a conflagra* 
lion wo^ld be excited in the inoral worlds lik^hat 
wkich is observable in |.he natural/ where th^fiie 
iaciieasQS ihe wind, and the wind increases the^re. 



tn the whole course of our observation there is 
liot so xnisrepresented and abused a personago as 
death. Some have styled him the king of terrors, 
wjien he might with lei^ impropriety have been 
lermed the terror of kipgs ; others have dreaded 
him as an evil without end, although it was in their 
own power to make him the end of all evil. He 
h^ beenr vilified as the cause of angui^sh, conster- 
Aatioi]|,.^and despair ; but these, alas, are things that 
S^ppertain not unto death, but unto life. How 
strange a paradox is this, we lovo the djstemper 
and loathe the. remedyr preferring the ^ercest buf* 
Cetings of the. hurricane to the tranquillity of the 
harbour. - The poet has lent his fictions,' the painter 
his colours; the orator his tropes, to^ portray death 
as the grand destroyer, the enemy, the prince of 
phantoms and of shades. But. can he, be called a 
destroyer* who for a perishable state gives ns that 
whidh is eternal? Can he be styled the enemy, 
who is the best friend only of the-best, who never 
deserts them at their utmost need, and whose friend- 
ship proves the most valuable to those who Jiiye the 
longest? Can he be termed, the prince of phan- 
toms and of shades j who destroys that which, is 
transient and temporary, to establish that which 
alone is real and fixed ? Asvi ^\»X ^^^ ^'^ ^ssssssss.- 
ful escutcheons, the saU© XtoYVv^^.w^^^^^"^* 
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eiioly ioeigilia with which we snrmund MtOf ilie 
sepulchral ^loom, ihe mouldering c^ai^eass, and the 
slimy worm ^ Theses indeed, are the idle fears and 
e^ipty terrcnrs, not of the dead, but of the litdi^g. 
Th^dark domain of death wo dread indeed to 
ent^ but we ought rather to ^ad the ruggedness 
of some of the roads that lead to it ; but if they 
are rugjgred, they are abort, -and it is only those that 
^e smooth, that are wearisome and long. Pei^ps 
he summons, us too soon from the feast of-iife, bo 
it'Bo; if the exchange, be not for the better, it is 
not his fault, but our own : or he summons\us late ; 
the call is a reprieve, rather than a sentence; for 
who would wish to sit at the^ board, when he can 
no 'longer partake of the banquet, or to live on to 
pain, when he ha& long been^ead to^-pleasure ? 
Tyrants can sentenc^.their victims to death, but how 
much more dreadful would be their |^wer, cou'Jd 
they sentence them to life ? Life is; the jailer of 
the soul in this^^thy prison^ and its only delivereF 
is death ;. what we gall life is a journey to deatfri 
and what we call death, is a passport to life. True 
wisdom thanks death for what he takes, and still 
more for what he brings* Let us then like seati- 
nels, be ready, because we are uncertain, and calm 
because W are prepared. There is nothing formi* 
dable about death but the consequences t>f it, ahd 
these we ourselves can regulate and control. The 
sliortest life is long enough if it lead to a better, 
and ihe. longest life is too short if it do not. 

/ . * 

As in the game of billiiards, the balls are con-> 
slantly producing effects from mere chance, which 
the most skilful player co\Ad. we\\5ttet ^il<&o\v.^ wor 
/oi-asree,, but which, .when v\ie7 do \^\i§«w^ ^^^ 
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msimtyiote^eik Mm haw much ho bas^till tojeitm ; 
80 it is in the more profound and compticated gam« 
. of poMtics and. diplomacy. In both cases, -we can 
only regulate' our play by wh&t we have'seen^ 
latheiv than by what we have hoped i and by whai 
we h&ye experienced, rather than by what we hatre 
expec^d. For one character? tlot -i^ppeara 0n the 
theatre of human affairs that can- rule events, Uiere* 
aire ten diousadid that can follow* them,- sometimes 

* It is astonishing how many men the French reycHulUotk. 
obliged to be great, even in spite of themselves. Events 
hurried on the political macnine with suc'h tremendous 
rapidity, that the passengers were compelled to travel not 
only faster, but farther than they had bargained for; most 

• of them would Very gladly have given up iheir places^ had it 
' not been more dangerotts to jump out, even than it was to 
remain. , There are four men who might have written the 
most interesting volumes that ever were bequeathed to pos- 
terity, could we only ensure two things, that their ow« 
egptism would permit them to be candid, or that * the p&wers 
that be* would permit their details to be read. O!" the men I 
iillude to, two atre no more, and two remain— Bonaparte, 
Talleyrand, Sieyes, and Camot. Such men as Talleyrand, 
Sieyes, Mazarin, Richelieu, and De Retz, go to prove that 
What Lord Chaitham termed the college oinshermen, had 
very different views of their voc&tion, from the college of 
cardinalsv and infallibility itself must prove itself faSlbie, 
the iostant it sets- about to reconcile^he career pf these men, 
with the life and doctrine <^ Him who expressly said:^ — 
' JVify kingdom is not bfthis world.*. * Be fe not called RMiJ 
I shall finish this note with a quotation from the text Endnotes 
of ' H3rpocrisy,' as the passage contains an anecdote of 
Bieyes, and an application of some ]ine$ of Juvenal to him, 
which have been thought huppy, butthe reader must judge : 

* As Sieyes shrewd, who in the direst times, 
When Paris reeked with cruelty and crimes, 
By turns -ruled all ;— and as each colleague bled, 
Contrived — no trifling task— ^<? wear d head v 
Though favourites dafty ^*iW, ^i«L;g,^\^«tX!5v\a ^^ 
CTziiieard, (wr ere Ihm pWxex \sQj^»^«t^ *^* 
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iriikiiiore soceessthan ^ese master-n^ndd, zlwmfi^ 
trith n^iire 9afety. He diat undertakes to'gfiid» 
the ▼easel, may at last be swept away from the 
hehn;'bydie humeane; while th<^e who Imv« 
battened. themselyes do^, determmed to fcdlair 
the fate of their Tessel, rather than< to ^de it,^ 
may arrive safe on the shore^ Ifortune, luce o%er 
fennalea, prefers a lover to a master, and snbnota 
with ilnpatience to control ; but he that woos her 
with opportunity, amd importunity, will seldom 
-court her in vain. 



It is astonishing how much more anxious people 
are to lengthen Hfe .than to improve it^ and as 
misers often lose Targe sums of money in attempt-* 
ing to make more, so do hypochondriac^ squander 
large sums of time in search of nostrums by which 
they vainly hope they may get more time to squan* 

t>r. Moore, father of the gaUant general, was at Paris on* 
thebreaking out of the revolution. He wished to purchase 
a few.of the busts of those demagogues who had, each in 
their turn, strutted their hour on thatbloody stage. * All; 
sir !' exclaimed the artist, '^ ours has been a losing trade ot 
late : as the real heads have often taken leave of the shoul- 
ders of their x)wners before the Artificial -ones, which we 
were modelling, covld 5e«xhibited for sale. It then became 
as dangerous to hslve themj as before it was to be without 
them. ^ -But here, sir,' said he, handing him the bust of the 
Abbe Si^es,. ' here is a head that has not yet quanrdled^ 
with its shoalders. This head in some degree makes up 
for what we have lost by its companions; it is in great 
reouest still, and'^is iceW.' ^ - 

The Abb^ has lately had much leiswre time upon hia 

hands : mltty. we indulge the hofpe that he has em^oyed ic~ 

in preparing the history of his own tiqies 1 If to this deH« 

<!ate task he would brmg the honesty of Burnet, without 

Jiis credulity J he might bequealYv \o ^^a^tx^^ >!)&& xasi'^^* 

teresting valame that ever 'was* mtv^e^ <rr-Xsriv^ t^ avu^ 
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ter. 7^8 fbie ditunajs give iis ten j^f^usaend 
fedipes to. live long, for <Mte to live well, and henee 
the use of the preseht whis^h we have, is thfbwn 
away ixr idle scheiiies of how we ihay abuse that 
^turie we may not have; Nd^ man can promise 
.^im^lf even fifty years o? life; but «ny man may, 
if he ple^e, live m the proportloa of fifty years, in 
forty ;— ^let him rise iBarly , thai he may have Ae diy 
before Mm, and let him make the most of the day, 
hy detemiiningto eicpend it t>n two sorts of acquaint- 
anbe only, those by whom something may be got, 
and ih^se from whom something may be learned.- 

" T^e rich patient cures the poor physician much 
more often than the poor-physician^the rich patient ; 
and it is rather paradoxical, that the rapid recovery 
' of the one usually depends upon the procrastinated 
disorder of the other.- Some persons will tell. you 
with an air of the miracijlous, that thejrrecovered 
although they were given over, whereas they might 
M^ifh niore reason, have said,. they retovered* ^ecait^e 
they were given over. 

- The, most adroit, flattery is that which counter- 
feits' a resentment at hearing bur darling opinions 
so sturdily attacked, yet counterfeits, it, only to 
bestow the mead of a yictory wrested from us, as 
we pretend^ by the more';^forcibte wes^;^^^^ Q^ ^^^ 
f^ponentv . ' 

- If a regisliattor were to transport the robbed, bgt^ 
to- encourage and reward the robber,* owghl* "* 
wonder if felonies were fTec^"enX\ ^\!iJL\s^ 
ner, when women: a.ei\d^ tYie^ ^^s^t^^ ^»/ 
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bat eoiiiiteiuuaee and eyea £0^th^ «edup^, <Higtat 
we not to'wonder if seductions vrexe scarce ? ; 

We ueually prefer ourselves ta our rei^engie ; b|il^ 
thfere fure .<:as^ where we prefer our^ revenge to^ 
mffselves. This reflection ought to make. ii» 
^remely cautioue how we too deeply injure aaOH 
tker ; for reven]ge is a dreadful* engi;i^,^veain ^amr. 
fedflest hands ; and as there are injuria whiefi 
make li(e a burden, oair we wonder if that burden 
be got rid of, by the very «ct that alspi s^ ua^ 
even with our enemy. • 

Tkere is a very cunning flattery, which greaC * 
minds sometimes pay themselves, by condescetid«' 
wg to admire efl*drts corresponding n^ith, but vastly 
interior to their own. This will help a close ob^ ^ 
server to accotmt for a vast deal of otherwise, unac- 
i^ountable flimunery that is hawked, about in the- 
market of fame, but very^chcs^ like all other arti- 
cles that are so doubly unfortunate as to be 90c 
oply stale, but a glut 
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The conduct of corporate bodies sOmetimes^ 
^foutd incline one to suspect that criminality is with- 
ihem, a matter of calculation rather than of con- 
scionce^ since the individuals that cofjapose these, 
bodies, pwided they can .only <^i6u20 &e weight 
Df the odium attached t6 an obno^ous measnre, ■ 
have no objection to the full weight x>i the pra^V 
and the- whole weight of the guilt, I haye heard 
^ a plain countryman who had occasion \q rene v 
M 6^'^ ^ G^itain diocessv He waited on every 
iadiridxaX of tbd ch»gtex ^^Kntel^ — they were 
rmsdy civil ; oiijo gave\amVtM^'i^»ft^^ 
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third wine, a fourth hollands, and so on. On 
the day following he appeared before them in their 
corporate capacity, when he found a terrible meta- 
morphosis had taken place, and it was not without 
(lifficulty he could persuade himself they were the 
same men. Having concluded a very hard bargain : 
* Gentlemen,' said our rustic, * I can compare you 
to nothing but the good cheer I received at your 
houses yesterday ; taken separately you are excel* 
' lent, but mix you together, and you are a moss for 
thed ^1.' * 



As the next thing to having wisdom ourselves, is 
to profit by that of others, so the next thing ixi 
having merit ourselves, is to take tare that the 
meritorious profit by us ; for he that rewards the 
deserving, makes himself one of the number. 

The idle levy a very heavy tax upon the indus- 
trious, when by frivolous tisitatums they rob them 
of their time. Such persons beg their daily happi- 
ness from door to door, as beggars their daily >* 
bread, and like them, sometimes meet with a rebuff. 
A mere gossip ought not to wonder if we evince 
signs that we are tired of him, seeing that we arc 
indebted to the honour of his visit, solely to the 
circumstance of his being tired of himself. He 
sits at home until he has accumulated an insup 
portable load of ennui, and he sallies forth to dis- 
tribute it among all his acquaintance. 

The priest should be careful not to act the 
reverse of the physician, and in two most import 
ant points. The physician teivd^^i^ xJaa^xckss^-v^aa^- 
*«w«J?r#^cription palatable, \)y \)a6 ^^^^t^r^^^^^ 

30 
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preparation, and the winning suavity with which it 
18 recommended ; whereas flie priest may possibly 
render a most refreshing cordial disgusting, by .the 
injudicious addition of his o#n co'mpbiinds, and 
the ungracious manner with which they are admin- 
istered; 



The character of a people is raised, when little 
bickerings at home are nmde to give way to great 
events that are developing themselves abroad; but 
the character of a people is degraded, when they 
are blind as to measures of the greatest moment 
abroad, by paltry jealousies at home. 

A man's pi^ofiindity may keep hirii from opening 
on a first interview, and hi^ caution oh a second; 
but I should suspect his emptiness, if he carried 
on his reserve to a third. 



Our vanity often inclines us to impute not only 
our successes, but even our disappointments, to 
Causes personal, and strictly confined to 6urselves, 
when, nevertheless, the effects may have been' 
removed from the supposed cause, far as the poles 
Asunder. A zealous, and in his way, a very enii-^ 
nent preacher, whose eloquence is as c6^ious, atid 
far more lucid than the waters of his' beloved Cam, 
happened to miss a constant audrtbr from his con-* 
gregation. Schisih had already riiaJJe some depra-' 
dations on the fold, which was not so large, biii' to* 
a practised eye, the deduction of even one was per- 
ceptible. * What keeps our friend farmer B. aWay 
from us ?* was the anxious question proposed by oiir 
vigilant minister to his clerk. *I have not seen him' 
amongst us/ continued he, < these thr^e weeksl I 
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hope h ;s not Sbcinianism that keeps him away/ 

* No, your honour,' replied the clerk, * it is some^ 
thing woxse than that.' * Worse than Socinianism ! 
God forbid it should be deism.' ' No, your honour, 
it is soQie^ing wx)rse than th^t.' 'Worse than 
deism ! Good heavens, I trust it is not atheism J' 

* No, yoMT hpnojur, it is something worsb than that.' 
I Wor^o thim a,theism ! impossible ; nothing ccm be 
wors^e iThan atheism '* * Yes it is, your, honour — . 
it is rheumatjlsm,^ 



Friendship often ends in love ; but love, in friend- 
ship — ^never. 

To marry a rake, in the hope of reforming him, 
and to hire a highwayman, in the hope of reclaim- 
ing him, are two very dangerous experiments ; and 
yet I know a lady who fancies she has succeeded 
in the one, and all the world knows a divine who 
really has succeeded in the other. 

To writiO to please the lowest, few would; to 
write to please the highest, fewer can : we must 
either stoop to the ignorance of the one, or sur- 
mount the envy of the other. Let us, then, strive 
to steer between them, if we would consult both 
our fortune an^ our fame. In the middle classes 
there is a measure of judgment fully equal to any 
demands we can make upon it — a judgment not too 
fastidious from vanity, nor too insensible from igno- 
rance ; and he that can balance the centre, may 
not be fearful of the two extremes. Were cme 
half of the world philosophers, and the other fools^ 
I would either not have written these pages, or 
having written — ^burnt them. 
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It is a curious paradox, that precisely in {M*opor- 
tion to our own inteUectual weakness, will be our 
credulity as to those mysterious powers assumed 
by others ; and in those regions of darkness and 
ignorance where man cannot effect even those 
mings that are within the power of man, there we 
shaU ever find that a blind belief in feats that iare 
far beyond those powers, has taken the deepest 
root, in the minds of the deceived, and produced 
the richest harvest to the knavery of the deceiver. 
An impostor that would starve in Edinburgh, might 
luxuriate in his Gynaeceum at Constantinople. But 
the more we know as to those things that can l:^ 
done, the more skeptical do we become, as to all 
things that cannot. Hence it is that no-man thinks 
so meanly of a prime minister, as his private secre* 
lary, nor so humbly of a conjurer, as^s own aany ; 
hence it is that no men have so little confidence in 
medicine as physicians, nor in works of superero- 
gation as monks ; notwithstanding both respectively 
prescribe each, to others. "And the converse of 
this proposition, being perhaps equally true, it then 
affords the same kind of conviction to the philoso- 
pher, that the joint proof of synthesis and analy- 
sis doth to the chymist. And we might transpose, 
for brevity, the proposition thus — the less we know 
as to things that can be done, the less skeptical are 
we as to things that cannot. Hence it is that sail- 
ors and gamblers, though not over remarkable for 
their devotion, are even proverbial for their super- 
stition ; the solution of this phenomena is, that both 
these descriptions of men have so much to do with 
things beyond all possibility of being reduced 
either to rule or to reason — ^the winds and the 
waves— and the decisions of the dice-box. The 
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gainbler, indeed, abounds in two of the cardinal 
virtues— faith and hope ; but as he lamentably 
fails in charity, which is greater than these — ^he is 
nothing. 



Those that are teaching the people to read, are 
doing all that in them lies to increase the power, 
and to extend the influence of those that can 
write ;* for the child will read to please hismaster, 
but the man, to please himself. 

* This question would require a volume, and all I shaM 
observe upon it here, is, that a state of half knowledge in 
the lower orders, is far more dangerous to the tranquility 
of a government than a state of ignorance ; for those that 
can see a little will subinit to be led,- far less readily than 
those that are blind ; and the little glnnmering such have, 
does not enable them to distinguish betwreen the false light 
of the demagogue, and the true light of the patriot ; between 
him who means their good, and him that means his cywn. 
But in spite of this, I am still an advocate for enlightening 
the people, notwithstanding this middle point must be passed 
in doing it ; but it is a stage in the progress of a nation re- 
quiring not only much of firmness, Dut much of concession 
too, on the part of the rulers. In fact, I know of no political 
problem where the adjustment of the balance of the suaviter 
and thefortUer is so mcc, and at the same time so necessary. 
I shaU ijiake no .ai>ology for quoting here the words of a 
learned foreigner, in Ms preface of a most valuable work, 
addressed to Sir' Robert W alpole, then prime minister of 
England^ * True and extensive kno'vrtedge never was, 
and never can be hurtful to the peace of society. It is 
ignofance, or which is feir Worse than ignorance, false 
ImoWledge, that is ohiefiy terrible to states. They are the 
furious, the ill-taught, the blind, and misguided, that are 
prone to be seized with groundless fears, and unprovoked 
reseintments ; to be raised by incendiaries, and to rush 
desperately on to sedition, and acts of rage. Subjects that 
are most knowing, and best informed, are ever most peace- 
able and loyal •,^ whereas, the loyalty and obedience of such 
whose understandings extend notbe^oiAi^ss^s^jA^is^BS^ 
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without occasionally bespattering his neifibboma 
with the superfluity. As to Doctor Parr, fotVa* 

him if be would be kind enough to show him the passage 
in question, in that little boojc. After rummaging thenages 
for some time, he rejiUed : * Upon second thoughts, I now 
recollect that the passage is in Euripides.' ' Then perhaps, 
sir,' said the professor, putting his hand into his pocket, and 
handing him a similar edition of Euripides, * you will- b6 
so good as to find it- for me, in thai little hoolL^ The young 
Oxonian returned again to his task, but with no better suc- 
cess, muttering, however, to himself, ' Curse me if ever ^ / 
^te Greek again in a coach,* The tittermg <Jf the ladies 
mformed him that he was got into a hobble. At last, * Blesa 
me, sir,' said he, ' how dull I am; I recollect now, yes, 
yes, I perfectly remember that the passage is in ^schylus. 
The inexorable professor returned agam to his inexhaust- 
ible pocket, and was in the act of handing him an iEschy-' 
lus, when our astonished freshman Vociferated: ^ Stop the 
coach — halloa, coachman, let me out, I say, instantly— let 
me out ! there's a fellow here has got the whole Bodleian 
library in. his pocket; let me out, I say — let me out; he 
must be Person or the devil !' 

~ I wish to make some ol^ervations on anecdotes, and I 
think I may as welUake this opportunity as another. Im- 
primis, I am not 50 particular about their originality, as 
their application. If an anecdote comes across my mmd, 
which tends to the support of any argument or proposition 
I am advancing, I- hesitate not to adduce it. There are 
no anecdotes in these pages that will be new to all my read* 
ers, and perhaps there are none but maybe new to some ' 
ofthem.^Those to whom any anecdote is old, will not. be 
offended, if it be well applied; and those to wh6m it may 
be new, will receive the double pleasure (5f novelty and of 
illustration. — Infact,ther,e are only tW6 modes by which an 
anecdote, can be perfectly .original; the parties who relate 
it, must either have heard it^<w», or ms^e itfifr the prin- 
cipals. Anecdotes, like the air, are private property only 
so long as they are kept in ; the instant the bne is told, or ' 
the other liberated, they fere common stock. But the prin- > 
cipal reason that has induced me to intersperse these pages 
With anecdotes, is to tempi: young minds to a higher and 
more intellectual kind of reading. .If they read a book on 

such subjects as mine, they must thi^k, at least, beforeihey 
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notely for the iiiter^sto-of literature, lie is still ulive, 
and may, if he please, remove the principal objec- 

differ with the author, and this is one of the most exalted, 
noble, vet rare emplo)rments^ of man. But a volume that 
compels a reader to think, -^iU not be 'his favourite at first, 
although it is sure to become so in the end, It is on this 
account I have occasionally, attempted to lead on young 
minds by anecdotes; they will, in aU probability, be new 
to them, and I have endeavoured so to write them, that he 
that runs may read, and )je that reads iriay understand. 
There are two classes of people that profit little by read- 
ing, those that are very wise, and those that are very fool- 
ish: I cannot presume to inform the one, and I cannot hope 
to improve the other. I have, therefore, attempted to mafee 
LxpoN an intelligible book, capable of doing some good to 
that valuable class of the community who have other things 
to do, as wpU as to read, and who, when they snatch a few 
hours from their occupations, to devote to literary pursuits, 
must necessarily prefer that author who g|ves them the 
most kijLOwledgp, and takes from them the least time. An 
era is list approaching^ when no writer will be read by the 
great n^ajonty, save and except those who can eflectthat 
for bales of manuscript, that the hydrostatic screw per- 
foriAs fpr bales of cotton, by condensing that matter into a 
period that before occupied a page : celebrity will be 
awarded to no pen that cannot imitate the pugilist, in three 
essentials— that of hitting hard, and sharp, and at short 
distances. 

Let a man of common sense, having read an author with 
some attention, lav down the book, and then ask himself 
this questicm: What has this writer told me that is really 
new — true, clear, and convincing, and which I did not 
know before 1 He will generally find that he may put all 
this down in a very small compass, and that the tasK may 
be performed, eveii by the most busy, without the help of 
an amanuensis. Literary characters, indeed, who are con- 
stantly on the hunt for interesting anecdotes, will no doubt 
recognise many of mine as old acquaintances ; but such 
characters are not nutnerous ; and I see no reason why 
th^t which amuses, and also instructs, should be monopo- 
lized by any class, and particularly by a small one ; as 
Whitefield^ when he set divine psalms to airs that were 
profane, did so,, because he could not see why the, devil 

33* 
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tton that .can jusdy hehtmgbx against his pen, hf 
using it mofe often; th6 quality; is so g^od^ wd 
more deeply regret the smallneds of the quantity," 
* verbum sapienti sdt^ 

should ha^Fe all the best tones, so neither can I conceive 
why all the best stories shqtild be conftned to the liUroH^ 
who, bjr the by, are not a wilit better able toenioy them than 
tlie unlearned, since their comQion sense is ouen deficient, 
precisely in proportion to their possession of that wHich is 
not so ; in which case we might apply the repartee of Des 
Cartes, to a certain marquis who had animad verted rather 
liberally on the philosopher'^ mdulgirig himself in the lux- 
uries of the table:—* V^M.sir^do you think Providence 
made good things onlpj or fools?* . 

To finish this gossiping and rambling note, tedious to my 
readers, and particularly tiresome to him that writes it, be- 
cause it is on himself, I shall merely add one more obser- 
vation. In^such a variety of remarks, and multiplicity of 
proposition^, which a work oT the nature of Lacon must 
necessarily involve, repetition will be a rock which it will 
be somewhat difficult wholly to aviJid. On a comparison, 
however, of passages apparently similar^ the candia reader, 
will, I think, perceive a difference, 

. ^ fades non^Mfmibus una. 
Nee diver so, tamen, gualemdecetesse serorum.** 

If, like modem physicians, I sometimes vary my pre* 
scriptions, it is for the same reason that they do : — * to givti 
the disorder am, opporttmiiy of choosing for itself.' 

But to return to Porson. In the notes of Hypocrisy, I 

have mentioned a curious fact, with respect to this learned 

professor. AAer death, his head was dissected, and to the 

confusion of all craniologists, but to the consolation of aU 

blockheads^ it was discovered that he had -the thickest scull 

of any professor in Europe. Professor Gall, on being called 

upon to explain this phenomenon, and to reconcile so (ena« 

cious, a memory with so thick a receptacle for it, is said. 

to have replied : * How the ideas got mto such a scull, is 

their business, not mine ; I have nothing to do with Uiat : 

but let them once get in— ihat is all I Want ; once m, I de^^ 

them ever to get out again.' %^ 

• Not the aama&ce they wear, 

Nor tnUts unlike, but such t8 alBters ahare.— Fob,' 
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^^bon, sitting in an elegant apartment, quaffing 
Acrireau, and talking infidelity, was cautioned as to 
the danger which such doctrines might bring upoa 
society.. 'Sir,' said the historian, 'the doc^ines 
we are now discussing, are not unlike the liquor 
We are drinking; — safe, pleasant, and exhilarating 
to you and me, that know how to use, without 
abusing them ; but dangerous, deleterious, and 
intQ3;icating, if either were broached in the open 
Streets, and exposed to the discretion of the mob f 
With two such strong reasons against their con- 
tinuing upright members of society, I think we 
might agree with Gibbon, that it would be hazard* 
ous to answer either for their heads or th6ir hearts* 
But' our philosophical historian was.no philosopher 
here ; the bars and tha bolts that were efficient in 
cdnfining his drams, were perfectly nugatory in 
restricting his doctrjj^es ; they were too volatile for 
such an imprisonment. In fact, it will be possible 
to have one set of opinions for the high, and 
another for the low, only when they cease to see ' 
by the same sun, to respire by the same air, and 
to feel by the same s^sOrium. For opinions, like 
lihowers, are generated in high places, but they 
snTariably descend into lower ones^ and ultimately 
iow down to the people, as the rain uiito th^ sea« 

An author of talent and genius must not hope 
that the plodding manufacturers of dullness will 
admire hi^; it is expecting too much ; they cannot 
admire him^ without first despising themiselvea; 
When I lode out of niiy window, and see what a 
motley mob it is, high and low, mounted and pedes- 
^an, that an author is ambitious to please, I am 
ashamed of myE^eU; for feeling the slij^ht^fl anade^ 
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as to the yetdict of such a tribunal. When I leaye 
this class of judges, for that which aspires to be 
more intellectual, I then indeed feel somewhat more 
ground for anxiet>% but less for hope^ for in this 
CQurt I find that my judges have their clainis and 
pretensions ao less than myself j pretensions that ^ 
are neither so low as to be . despised, not so high 
as to be above all danger of suffering by competi- 
tioB. So 'small indeed is the fountain of fame, and 
80 numerous the applicants, that it is often ren- 
dered turbid by the struggles of those very claini- 
ants who have the least chance of .partaking of the 
stream, but whose thirst is not at all dimmished by 
any sense of their .un worthiness, 

Thepower of love consist%mainly in the privilege- 
that potentate possesses of coining,, ciiculating^ and 
making current those falsehoods betweenman and 
woman, that would not pass for one moment, either 
between woman and woman, or man and man. 

MeUf by associating in large masses, as in camps 
tnd in cities, improve their talents, but impair 
their virtues, and strengthen their minds, but 
'weaken their morals ; thus a retrocession in the 
one, is too often the price they pay for a refinement 
intheothen 



■*-* 



We are more incUned to hate one another for 
points on which we differ, than to love one another 
ibr points on which we agree. The reason per- 
haps is this : when we find others that agree with 
us, we seldom trouble ourselves to confirm that 
agteement ; but when xe chance on those that 
m^t with us, we are zealous both to coQvince, and 
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19 eo&ven them. Our pride is Irnrt by the failare, 
and disappointed pride engenders hatred. This' 
reflection is strengthened by two circumstances^ 
observable in man ; first, that the most zealous 
converters are always the most, rancorous, when 
they fail of producing conviction ; but when they 
succeed, they love their new disciplers' far better 
than those whose establishment in the faith neither 
excited their zeal to the combat, n<»r rewarded their 
prowess with a "nctory. Priestley owed much of 
the virialence with ^^ch he was attacked, to the 
oireumstance of his agreeing partly with every 
body^ but entirely with nobody. In politics, as in 
philosophy ; in literature, as in religion ; below tho 
wachcein hydrostcaicsy or above it in pneumatic^ ; 
his track might fitill be traced by the host of assail^- 
muts that pursued it; and, like the flying-fish, ho 
had no sooner escaped one enemy in the wcUer; 
tlj^ he had to encoimter another in the air. 

Who are the least proper to hold this, or to hava 
th^t ; to preside here, or advise there ; to be absent 
^m ihis place, or present at that? Generally 
speaking, those are the least proper to obtain these 
fuids,.who most desire them. Who desires to hold 
preferment more than the professing pluralist, or to 
haveplace, more than the pretended patriot ; and 
*who deserves them less ? Who wishes to preside 
. at the senate more than the sycophant, or to advise 
at the council more than the knave 1 Who wishes 
to be absent from the trild more than the crimmal, 
or to be present at the plunder more than the thief ? 
For that wealth, power, or influence, which are 
desired ojnly that they may he properly applied and 
•x^rted, are not usually those v^ch are most vehe^ 
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mently desired 1 since such an application of tlietm 
eai^ot be a profitable task, but must be a trouble^- 
some, and may, be a thankless one. Therefore, 
when we see a man denying himself the common 
comforts of life, passing restless days and sleep- 
less nights, in order to compass something where 
the 7xu6/u; good i* the apparent motive, we may 
always venture to pause a little, just, to consider 
whe^r private good may not be the resd end.. 

Noner know the full extent of present hate but 
thdse who have achieved that which wiU ensure 
the highest meed of future admiration. 



If a man be sincerely wedded toUnith,. he must 
IBiake-up his mind to find her a portioidess vifgki^ 
and he naust take her for herself alone. The con- . 
tract,4x)o, must be to love, cherish, and obey her, not 
only until death, but beyond it : for this is a union 
&at must survive not only death,. but time, the 
eonquerorof death. 'Hie adorer of truth, there- 
>fore, is above all present things — firm in the midst 
of temptation, and frank in the midst of treachery ; 
he will be attacked by those who have, prejudices, 
simply because he is without them ; decried .as ^ 
bad bargain by all who want to purchase^ becs^UjS^ 
he alone is not to be bought ; and abused by alt par- 
ties, because he is the advocate of none ;;like the* 
dolphin, which is always painted more crooked than 
a ram's horn, although every naturaHst kiK)w« 
that it is the Btralghtest fish that swims. ' 

A prodigal starts with ten thousand pounds, and 
dies worth' nothing ; a miser starts with nothing, 
and dies worth ten thousand pounds. It has bee^ 
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askcdjvvhich has had the best of it ? I should pfe-' 
s«me the prodigal : he has spent a fortune, but the 
miser has only left one;— he has lived rich, to die 
poor ; the naiser has lived poor, to die rich ; and if 
the prodigal quits life in debt to others, the miser 
quits it, stiBr deeper in debt to himself. • . - 

That tune and labour axe worse th^n useless that 
have been occupied in laying up treasures of false 
knowledge, which it will one day be necessary to 
unlearn, and in storing up mistakei^ ideas, which 
we must hereafter remember to forget. Timotheus, 
an ancient teacher ot* rhetoric, always demanded a 
^double fee from those pupils who had been instructed 
by others ; for in this case, he had not only to plant 
in, but also to root out. 



'Genius, in one respect, is like gold : numbers of 
persons are constantly writing about hotk,wYiO have 
neither. The mystifications of metaphysics, and 
the' quackeries of craniology, may be combined 
dud conglomerated without end and witibiout limit, 
in a vain attempt to enable common sense to grasp 
and to comprehend the- causes of genius, or the 
modes of their operation. Neither are men of 
genius themselves one jot better able ta give us a 
satisfactory solution of the springs and sources of 
their own powers, than other men. The plain, 
unvarnished fact, after all that may be said or sung 
about it, is this : that genius, in one grand particu- 
lar, is like life^ — we know nothing of either but by 
their effects. It is highly probable that genius* 

* There is so much of true genius and poetic feeling of 
the highest order, in the following stanzas, that I cannot 
withstand the temptation of enriching my barren ]^es with. 
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may exist, under etery sun and every sky, Itfr' 
moss, and with asjnany varieties ; but it may have 
been more fully developed in some situations than' 
in others. The fogs of Iceland, however, have 
been wanned by poetry^and those of Holland by 

' • . • • • - ■ ' 

sio beautiftd a gem. TThis ode of Dr. Leyden^s; in my hAxst* 
ble opinion, comes as near perflation as the sublm|.kr3r 
muse can arrive atj when assi^ed by a subject that is inter- 
esting and an execution that is'masterly . It adds a deeper 
shade to that sympathy, whldbi such lines must awaken, 
lo reflect that XlS% ^iiit -which dictated theqi has fledv 

ODE TOAN IN04AN GOLD COIN. 

WIUTTBN IN GBXKIOAI, MALABAR. 

£l]ave of the dark 'and. dirty mine! 

What vanity has brought thee here 1 
How can I love to see th^ shine 
^ So bright, whom I have bought so dear? — . 

The tent-ropes flapping lone I hear, 
For twilight-converse, arm in arm;* 

The jackal's shriek bursts on my ear, 
When mirth and music wont to charm. 

By Ch6rical's dark wandering streams. 
Where canettuils. shadow an the wild, 

Sweet visions haunt my waking dreams. 
Of Teviot loved while still a child— 
-Of castled rocks, stupendous piled, 

By Esk or Eden's classic wave ; 

Where k)ves of youth and friendship smiled, 
Uncursed by thee, vile yellow slave! 

Pade, daydreams sweet/ from memory fade !— 

The perlsh'd bliss of youth's first prime, 
That once so bright on fancy play'd, 

Revives no more in aitertime. 

Far from my sacred natal clime, 
I haste to an untimely grave ; 

The daring thoughts, that soared sublime, 
Are sunk in ocean'^ southern wave. 
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wtl :-<-t* Viercccwm in patria, crassoque suh aere hasei 
ingeniitm.^* If, indeed, any inferior power can have 
the slighest influence on genius, which is itself the 
essence of power, if aught which is of earth can 
control that which is of heaven, this influence must 
be looked for, not in soils, nor suns, nor climates, 
but in social institutions, and in the ipodes and forms 
of governments. The Jews have been much the 
same in all periods, and are the same in all places, 
because their social institutions are the ^&^^. Look 
also at Greeee^nd at Italy,tWo countifltes the most 
Adducible, inasmuch as they have been the most 

Slave of the mine I thy yellow light, 
Gleams baleful as the tomb- fire drear; 

A gentle vision comes by night 
My lonely, widow'd Jicart to cheer. 
. Het eyes are dim with many a tear, 

That once were guiding-stars to mine 
Her fond heart throbs with many a fear-^ 

i cannot bear to see thee shine. 

For thee, for thee, vile yellow slave, 

I left a heart that loved me true; 
I cross'd the tedious ocean- wave. 

To roam in climes unknown and neWi 

The cold wind of the stranger blew 
Chill on my wither'd heart : — ^the grave, 

Dark and untimely, met my view — 
And all for thee, vile yellow slave ! 

Ha ! comest thou now so late to mock 
A wanderer's baUish'd heart forlorn ; 

Now that his frame the lightning shock 
Of sun-rays tipt with death, has borne 1 
From love, from friendship, country torn, 

*ro memory's fond regrets the prey ! 
Vile slave, thy yellow dross 1 scorn ; — 

Go mix thee with thy kindred clay. ' 

-♦ Genius may exist in a rustic landj tmdera dvllatmo^ 
pttert, — Pub. 

34 
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highly favoured with talent. The bee and th« 
nightingale, the olive and the grape, remain, becauso 
the climate is the same ; hut where are the Gre- 
cians ? where are the Romans ? the govemments 
and the institutions are changed, and with thetn the 
knen. -Freedom is not indeed the mother, but she 
is the nurse of genius, giving scope to its aspirings, 
confidence to its darings, and efficiency to its 
strength. As to those causes that may havo been 
supposed to impart any particular bias or scope to 
genius, no sooner have we laid down some general 
rule on this head, than a thousand exceptions rush 
in to ovfrtum it. If we affirm with Johnson, that 
genius is general power , accideniaUy determined t0 
same particular direction,~tYds Qiay be true of the 
ten, but false of the ninety. Paley and Adam 
Smith have declared their total incapacity, with 
regard to all works of fiction, fancy, or imagina- 
tion ; and had Mr. Locke indtdged in poetry, it is 
probable he would have failed more lamentably than 
Pope, when he dabbled in metaphysics. Such 
characters as Crichton and Mirandola, on the con- 
trary, would seem to support the theory of Dr. 
Johnson, and go to prove that extension is not 
always purchased at the price of profundity. 
Shakspeare possessed a universality of talent that 
would have enabled him to accomplish any thing. 

* To form one perfect whole, in him conspire 
The painter's pencil, and the minslrers lyre. 
The wisdom of the sage, and prophet's hallowed lire. 

Neither can we lay down any certain rule for 
genius, as regards the period of its development. 
Some have gone into the vineyard a,t the third 
hour, and some at the ninth ; some, like the Nile, 
have been mean and obscure in their source^ but 
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fike that mighty river, majestic in their progress, 
with 1^ stream both grand and fertile, have enriched 
the nations, rolling on with accumulated magnifi- 
cence, to the ocean of eternity. Others again, 
t^ere are, who seem to have adopted the motto of 
Caesar for their career, and who have burst upoa 
us from the depth of obscurity, as the lightning 
from the bosom of the cloud. Their energy ha» 
been equalled only by their brilliancy, and like 
that bolt of heaven to which I have compared 
(hem, they have shivered all opposition with a 
strength that obstacle served only to awaken, and 
resistance to augment. 

* Blind, and denied the gross corporeal light. 
Their intellectual eye but shone more bright, 
' Strength in disease they found, and radiance innightV . 

See HypocrUy — Character of'MiMont* 



Doctor Johnson observed of the ancient Ro- 
mans, *that whea poor, they robbed others, and 
when rich, themselves.' This remark ought not to 
have been confined to that people only; for it is 
more or less applicable to all. Persecution, too, 
has been analogous in one respect to plunder, hav- 
ing been at all times both inflicted and endured, as 
circumstances might serve. When the conquered 
happened to have, become in their turn the conquer- 
ors, it is not the persecution that has been crushed, 
but the persecutors that have been changed; so 
long has it taken mankind to learn this plain and 
precious truth, that it is easier to find a thousand 
reasons why men should differ in opinion, thab one 
why they should fight* about them. Persecution 

♦ I shall quote here, for obvious reasons, the morniUg^^ 
prayer of tjie celebrated Dr. Franklin :— 
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has be^ the vice of times thar^are pasi, may h€ 
the vice of times that are present, but cannot be 
the vice of times that are to come, although vve 
have already witnessed some events in the year 
eighteen hundred and twenty-one, that would lead 
us to suspect that centuries take a much longer 
time to arrive at years of discretion, than men. In 
Booth's review of the ancient constitutions of 
Greece and of Rome, there is a passage that 
expresses what I have to say in the happiest man- 
ner :-!— 

• It thus appears that the constitutions of anti« 
quity were as inimical to religious freedom, as the 
worst of the governments of modem Europe ; and 
that conformity of opinion on the causes of the 
universe, has at no time been obtained, except by 
the assistance of penal statutes. An absolute free- 
dopa in religious discussions has never yet existed, 
in any age or country. It is one of the dreams of 
thd new philosophy. The superstition c^ the Lace- 
demonians prohibited all inquiry on the subject of 
religion, but was of little advantage to naorality. 
The Spartan ladies celebrated their nightly orgies ; 
and the warriors, who every evening during their 
expeditions, sung hymns in concert, to the honour 
of the gods, were ready, without remorse, to join 
in the cryptia, or massacre of their slaves. The 
religion of Athens was interwovexx with its consti- 
tution, and the lives of ^schylus, Anaxagoras, 

•O powerful Goodness, bountiful Father, merci&ll Guide! 
increase in me that wisdom which discovers my truest 
interest, strengthen my resolution to perform what that 
wisdom dictates, accept my kind offices to thy other erea^ 
tures as the only return m my power for thy contioued 
flivours to me,* 
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Diagoras, Protagoras^ Prddicus, SocArates, and 
Alcibiades, demonstrated that neither genius, learn- 
ing, courage, nor the softer virtues, uncombined 
wkh the superstition of the age, could screen their 
possessors from the persecutions of an implacable 
priesthood. 

* Among the Romans, too, it was toleration, not 
freedom ; and even toleration Uself was refused to 
the citizens of Home. It was in vain, however, 
that those mighty masters of the world thus en-^ 
deavoured to fetter the transmission of thought, and 
to fix the religion of the human race. Man, though 
individually confined to a narrow.spot of this globe, 
and limited in his existence to a few courses of 
the sun, has nevertheless an imagination ^hich no 
despotism canconhrol, and which unceasingly seeks 
for the author of his destiny, through the immensity 
of space and the ever-rolling current of ages. — -The 
petty legislators of the hour threaten with their thun- 
ders, as if they were the gods of this lower world, 
and issue their mandates that a boundary shall be 
drawn round the energies of mind. * Hitherto 
shalt thou come, and no farther !' Such i^ the fiat ; 
but it is as useless as that which would restrain the 
wave^ of the ocean.— -Time, who successively con- 
signs to oblivion the everchanging governments 
and religions of men, now sits over the ruins of 
those proud and boasted republics. Time, the 
eldest of the gods of Greece and Rome, has seen 
Olympus despoiled of its deities, and their tem« 
pies crumbled into dust.~ But, amid those mighty 
revolutions, religion has survived the wreck. Man, 
new ceasing to look for happiness in the heavens, 
has raised other structures for his devotion, under 
the symbols of the crescent and the cross {' 

34* 
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Tlie distinguishing peculiarity and modtralQafalef 
-characteristic of the diamond, is th^ power it poa> 
sesses of refracting al[id reflecting the prismatic 
colours ; this property it is that gives, fire, life, and 
brilliancy to the diamond. Other stones reflect 
the light as they receive it, bright in proportion to ' 
their own transparency, but always colourless ; and 
the ray comes out as it went in. What the dia- 
mond eflects as to the natural light, genius perfoniis 
as to that which is intellectual ; it can refract ainl 
reflect the . surrounding rays elicited by the mindsl 
of others, and can divide and arrange them with 
such precision and elegance, that they are returned 
indeed, not as they were received, dull, spiritless, 
and monotonous, but full of Are, lustre, a,nd life« 
We might also add, that the light of other minds is 
as necessary to the play and development of genius 
as the light of other bodies is to the play ^and 
radiation of the diamond. A diamond, incarcerated 
in its subterraneous prison, rough and unpolished, 
differs not from a common stone ; and a Newton or 
a Shakspeare, deprived of kindrec^ minds, and bom 
amongst savages — savages had died. 



In literature, our taste will be discovered by that 
which we give, and our judgment by that which wo 
withhold/ ^ ■' s ' ■ 



He that shortens the road to knowledge, lengtlr- 
ens life ; and we are all of us. more indebted than 
yre believe we are, to that class of writers whom 
Johnson termed the * pioneers of literature, doomed 
to clear- away the dirt and the rubbish for those 
'^roes who press on to honour and to victory, 
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vitbout deigning to bestow a single smile on the 
humble drudge &at facilitates their progress,' 

Self-love, in spite of all that has been said 
against it, performs divers necessary offices in the 
drama of life, and like friction in mechanics, is not 
without its compensations of good, Self-pride is 
the eldest daughter of self-love, and this it is that 
consoles us on many occasions, and exhilarates us 
on more ; it lends a spring to our joys and a pillow 
to pur pains ; it heightens the zest of our percep- 
tions and softens the asperity of our repulse ; and 
it is not imtil this is mortally wounded within us, 
that the spirit to endure expires. This self-pride 
is the common friend of- our humanity, and like 
the bell of our church, is resorted to on all occa- 
sions; it ministers alike to our festivals or our 
feasts ; our merriment or our mourning ; our weal 
or our wo. 



Laws that are too severe, are temptations to 
plunder on the part of the criminal, and to perjury 
oh the part of the prosecutor; since he would 
rather burden his conscience with a false oath 
than with a true one, which would arm cruelty to 
kill, in the garb of justice. Such laws, therefore, 
reverse the natural order of things, transferring the 
indignation of public feeling, which Ought to follow 
die criminal, to this ferocity of that sentence by 
which he is to suffer, and taking i&om legislation 
its vaain -support; the sympathy of public esteem 
«j[id {(.pprobation ; for the victim to too severe a 
law is considered as a martyr, rather than a crimi- 
nal, and that whieK we pity, we cannot at the sam# 
time detestv Biit there is^ if possible^ a sirongejr 
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objection against such laws ; they open a door to 
all kinds of favouritism and partiality, for they 
aflTord the executive a power of pardoning a friend, 
under the pretextof mercy ; or of destroying arfee, 
with the forms of justice. A law of this naturo 
may be compared to a mastiff, that is so ferocious 
that he is never suffered to be let loose, and. which 
is no terror to the depredator, because it is known, 
that he is constantly chained^ Hence it haj^ns 
that we often witness the jury^ and even the judge 
in a criminal process^ resorting to falsehood and 
contradiction, from an amiable determination to 
adhere to that which is merciful, rather than that 
which is legal, and compelling themselves to con- 
sider even perjury and prevarication as matters of 
lesser weight and moment, when the life of a fel- 
low-creature is put into the scale against them. 
The fault is in the system, not in the men ; and 
there is one motto, tHat ought to be put at the 
head of our penal code, ^summuinjus summa inju^' 
ria,* A law overcharged with sev^ity, like a 
blunderbuss overloaded with powder, wiH each of 
them grow rusty by disuse, and neither will be 
resorted to, from the shock and the recoil that 
must inevitably follow their explosion. 

Nothing more completely baffles one who is full 
of trickand duplicity himself, than straight-forward 
and simple integrity in another. A knave >¥oi4d 
rather quarrel with a brother knave than witJi a 
fool, but he would rather avoid a quarrel with one- 
honest man, than with both. He can combat a 
fool by management and adxlress, and he can con*^ 

• 7%e extreme of law is the extreme of injustice.-^FuB, 
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4u6t a kaOciFe by temptations. But the honest m^ufi 
is meither to be bamboozled nor bribed. There*' 
fiptre the knave has to tiombat here Wuh something 
quite out of his calculation ; for .his creed is, that 
the world is a market, where every thing is to bo 
bought, and also to be sold ; and it is unfortunate 
that he has such good reasons for so bad a faith ; 
he himself is ready either to buy or to sell, but he 
has now to do with som^ihg that is neither, and 
he is staggered and thrown off his guard, when 
opposed to that inflexible honesty, wbich he has 
read of perhaps in a book, but never expected to 
see realized in a man. It is a new case in his 
record, a serious item not cast up in his accounts, 
although it makes the. balsmce tremendously heavy 
against him. Here he can propose nothing thai 
will be acceded to, he can offer nothing that will 
be. received. He is as much out of his reckoningf 
as a man who, being in want qf jewels, should 
repair to the diamond-mart, withjflve pounds in his 
pocket; he has nothing to give as an equivalent, 
he exposes his paltry wares of yellow dust, or 
dirty trick, and fancies that he can barter such 
trash for the precious pearls of principle and of 
honour, with those who know the value of the one 
and the vileness of the other. Napoleon was a 
notorious dupe to his false conceptions on this 
subject ; inflexible integrity was an article that he 
neither found in himself, nor calculated upon in 
another. He had three mddei^ of managing men : 
force, fraud, and corruption. A true disciple of 
MachiavoUi, he coiUd not read what was not in his 
book. But when he was opposed to a British force, 
he found out his mistake, arid his two omnipotent 
metals proved fajse divlnitieis here.. He had to 
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contend with those whom he eoukl neither be^ 
with his.tr<?n, nor bribe with his geld; whom he 
eould not attack without being overcome, nor run 
from without being overtaken. 

Religion* has treated knowledge sometimes ^a 
an enemy, sometimes as . an hostage ; often as a 
captive, and more often asr a child ; but knowledge 
has become of age.; anf religion must either re* 
nounce her acquaintance, or introduqe her as a 
companion and respect her as a friend. 



He that undertakes a long march sl^ould not 
have tight shoes, nor he that undertakes gres^ 
measures, tight manacles. In order to save ail, it 
is sometimes necessary ta risk all ; to risk less, 
Vould be to lose the whole, sinpe half would be 
swallowed up by those who have deserted u^ and 
the other half by those who have -defeated us. 
The Marquis of Wellesley doubled the resources 

'^I do most particularlv except from the observations 
above, that religion whicn has been justly termed the re^ 
formed; for the reformation was a glorious and praetical 
assent to my position, that ' knowledge hasbecume of age.*" 
While the Christian looks to this faith chiefly as a future 
good, even the skeptic should befriend it as a present good, 
and the soun,d philosopher as both. I shall finish this note 
by a splendid quotation from Sir William Drummond, 
who began by ^oing to the skies for skepticism, and fini^ed 
by making a pilgrimage to Rome, hot to establish his faith 
but his inndelityf '^ He that will not reason is a Ingot^he 
that cannot reUson is a fool ^ and he fhat dares not reason is a 
slave* This passage is taken fVom his mreface ; an effort 
so superior to nis book, that ohe wonders now the two could 
have come together, I have, however, heard such, a union 
accounted for, by an observation that the match was per- 
fectly legal, hecaiasQ'they ieer^ not of kin. 
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of India, but there was a, time wjben his Lendm- 
halP directors fancied that they foresaw, in the 
expense of his equipment, bankruptcy and ruin. 
They sent him a long letter of remonstrance ; 
tVerbosa et grandis epistola venita Capreis,^] He 

• These gratlethen, by way of postscript to tke letter al- 
luded to above, settled eight thousand pounds per annum 
on the marquis for life^ On another occasicHi, they gave 
Lord ComwaUis one hundred thousand pounds, and free- 
dom of the city in the grocers' company, and on the same 
day they gave the freedom of the city to Sir WilliB^m Mead- 
ows, and made Kim also a grocer, but forgot to give him 
a single sous to set Up shop. It was thought that Sit Wil- 
liam was hardly dealt with, considering his services, which 
bad been successful and splendid, and his, epigram appear- 
ed on the occasion, . addre^ed from Sir WUHam to Ix^d 
OornWalHs: — 

' From Leaden-Kail the news is come. 

That we must ^r0c«r< be ; 
.To you, my lad, they give a plum, 
■ But not a fig for me.' ' 

This brings to my mind another epigram on a similar 
occasion, but which I shall relate, as I think it has some- 
thing more of point. Admiral Keppel underwent a trial 
of court-martial at Llverpoc4, on thescore of having shown 
store prudente in a naval engagement than suited the views 
of the party that opposed him, and which has been still more 
eclipsed by the brilliancy of modem tactics. Burke assisted 
him on h^ trial, and he was honour{d)ly acquitted. After 
this acquittal, the freedom of the citv of Loudon was pre- 
sented to him in a box of heart of oakj and on the the Same 
day Rodney received the same compliment, in a box of 
gold, B(>dney was at that time known to be a little em- 
barrassed in his afiairs, and the following epigram appeared 
on t^e occasion : — 

* Each favourite's defective part, 

Satiric cits you've told ; 
For cautious Keppel wanted hearty 
And gallant Rodney ^02^.' 

t A verbose and important letter came from Caprea^—FvB, 
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« ■ . • . ■ ■ - 

setit back this truly laconic reply : * Gentlemen, t 
eannoLgovefn kingd&ms b^ the rule of three, ^ 

- > • " " ■* 

The great, perhaps the principal cause of that 
delight we receive from a £ne composition, whether 
it be in prose* or in verse, I conceive to be this r 
the marvellous and magic powers it confers upon 
the reader j -enabling an inferior mind at one glance, 
and almost without, an effort, to seize, to embrace, 
and to enjoy those remote combinations of "Mrit^ 
melting harmonies of sound, and vigorous, conden- 
sations of sense, that cost a superior mind so much 
perseverance, labour and time. And I think I. am 
supported in this propositio;}^ by the fact, that our 
admiration of fine writing, will always be in pfdpor-- 
tion to its real- difficulty, and its af^arent ease. 
And on the contrary, it is equally corroborative 
of my statement, ' that any thing of confusion or 
obscurity, creative of a pause in the electric, 
rapidity excited tvithin us by genuine talent, 
"Weakens in' son(ie sort its influence,, and impedes 
the full success of its power. 

In comparing ourselves with those, our good 
grandfathers and grandmothers, the ancients, we 

♦I am persuaded that the rythm of prose is far inore 
dimcult, and in muclx fewer hands than the harmony of 
poetry. We have so many middling poets that we might 
exclaim with Juvenal:— . " 



* Miserum est cum ioi ttbiqut. 



Vatibus occurrasJi 

If most of them could be melted iovta into one sterling 
writer of solid prose,' their puhlishers and their readers 
would have less to complain of 

'tit is a woful fete ta meet'cvery where'ao many miserabte rhymes 
sters. — Pub, 
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may fairfy congratulate ourselves, on many superi* 
oiides ; but in Boihe things ^e are still in ertor, 
and have rather changed than conquered our 
deln9ion8. For it is not a less destructive infatua- 
tion, to flee good as, an evil, ihan to follow evil as 
a^odd; to shun jphilosophyas folly, thaa to pursue 
folly as philosophy; to be 'surfeited by the vora- 
cious credulities of blind confidence, than to be 
steved by the barren perplexities of dpubt. It is 
' a truistn, that the same effects often proceed from 
Causes titat are opposite ; for we are as liable to 
be bewildered from haying too many objects, as 
from having none j whether we explore the naked 
desert of sand and of. sterility, or the exuberant 
wilderness of fbrest that none can clear and 
tliicket that none can penetrate." 



Johnson said that wit consists in finding out 
tesemblances, and judgment, in discerning difier- 
ences; and as their provinces we^ so opposite, it 
was natural that they should seldom coexist in the 
same men. This position of Dr. Johnson, like many 
more that came from his pen, sounds so muchiike 
trutb, that it will often pass for it. . But he seems to 
haV6 overlooked the factj that in deciding on things 
that differ, we exercise the very same powers that 
are called out in determining oh things that resem- 
ble. Thus, in comparing the merits of a picture, 
aa regards its faithfulness to the Original, he would 
give a very false account of it who should declare 
it to be a perfect likeness, hecause the one feature 
was correct, while all the others were dissimilar. 
But this can never happen, because the ssu 
acumen that discovers to us the closeness oi '« 

^5 
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feature to the original, shows us also the discord* 
anc)^ of all the others. But the direct proof that 
Johnson was wrongs is this : there happens to 
have been quite as much wit exercised in finding 
out things th^t difier,.as in hitting upon those that 
resemble. tSheridan once obserred of 'a certain 
speech, that all its f^cts were invention, and aU 
its wit, memory ; two more brilliant, yet brief dis- 
tinctions, perhaps were never made. Mr. Pitt coin-« 
pared the constant opposition of Sheridan to am 
eternal drag-chain, clogging all the wheels, retard- 
ing the career, and embarrassing the movements 
of government. Mr. .Sheridan replied, that a zeal 
drag-chain differed from this imaginary drag-chaiii- 
of the minister, in one important essential : it was 
applied only when the machine was going down 
the hill. In the first volume, I have recorded an 
anecdote of Doctor Crowe, where Johnson himself 
was vanquished by a piece of wit, the only merit 
of which lay in the felicitous detection of a very 
important' d&er^ce. Those who have sat in Mr, 
Sheridan's company might record many similar 
examples ; it was never my good fortune but once 
to be a satelKte where he was the luminary. He 
kept us in the sphere of his attraction UQtil the 
morning : and when I reflect on his rubicund 
countenance, and his matchless powers of con- 
vivialitjr, he seemed to preside in the throne of wit, 
with more efiidgence than Phaeton in the chariot 
of the sun ; but as an humble example of my 
present subject, I would add this distinction be- 
tween them: the first, by his failure, turned the 
day into night ; but the latter, by his success, by 
the beams of his eloquence, and the flashes of b^ 
wit, turned the, night into day. 
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Motion is tlie only property we can affirm with 
certainty to be inseparable at' all times from all 
matter, and qonsciousness* from all mind. With 
these two exceptions, the whole universe of things 
is parcelled out, and partitioned into regions of 
probability or improbabiUty, acquiescence or hesita- 
tion, confidence or conjecture. That emperor who. 
chiefly sways these petty states, who numbers the 
greatest census of subjects, and lords it orer the 
richest extent of territory, is the capricious despot, 
"—doubt. He is at once the richest and the poor- 
est of potentates, for he has locked up immense 
wejalth in his treasury, but he cannot find the key. 
His huge and gloomy palace floats and fluctuates 
oh the immeasurable ocean of uncertainty; its 
moorings are more profound than* our ignorance, 
but more strong than our wisdom ; the pile is stable 
from its very instability, and has rpde out those* 
storms that have so often overthrown the firmest* 
pharos of science, and the* loftiest lighthouse df 
philosophy. Nothing is more perplexing than the 
power, but nothing is more durable than the dynasty 

* Some may ask, is pot consciousness suspended by 
^eepj Certainly not : otherwise none could dream but those 
who are awake. The memory is sometimes suspended in 
dreams, and the judgment always ; but there |s no moment 
when consciousness ceases, altnough there may be many 
when it is not remembered. It may also be asked, as to 
matter, whether there be any moti(m going on in the com- 
ponent parts of the diamond % We may be assured there 
is'; but a motion, compared ^o pur finite faculties, almost 
infinitely slow,~but to which it must gradually yield, an^ 
cease to be a diamond, as certainly^ but not as quickly, as 
this table I am writing oawill cease to be a table. It is 
curious, that of the two brightest things we know, the one 
^onld have the quickest motion and the other the slowest, 
lightning and tb& diamonds 
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of doubt; for be reigns in the hearts of all bis 
people, but gives satisfaction to none of thenfi, and 
yet be is the only despot wbo can never die while 
any of his subjects live. 

In the complicated and marvellous machinery of 
circumstances, 4t is absolutely impossible to decide 
what would have happened, as to some events, if 
the slightest disturbance had taken plac^ in the 
march of those that preceded them. . We may 
observe a little dirty wheel of brass, spinning round 
upon its greasy axte, and the result is, that in an- 
other apartment, many yards' distance from it, a 
beautifid fiiece of silk issues from a loom, rivalling 
in its hues the teints^of the rainbow ; there are njyr- 
iads of events in our lives, the distance between 
which was much greater than that between this 
wheel and the riband, but where the connexion • 
has been much more close. If a private country- 
gen tlenaan in Cheshire, about the year seventeen 
hundred and thirty, had not been overturned in his 
carriage, it is extremely probable that America, 
instead of being a free republic at this moment, 
would have continued a dependant colony of Eng- 
land. This" country-gentleman happened to be 
Augustine Washington, esquire, who Was thus acci- 
dentally tkrovm into the company of a lady who' 
afterwards became his wife, who enaigrated with 
him to America, and in the year seventeen hundred 
and thirty-two, at Virginia, became the ^envied 
mother of George. Washington the great. ^ 

To look back to antiquity is one'thing, tg go back 

_ to it is another ; if we look backwards to antiquity^ 

it shbuld be as those who are winning a race, to 
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pf ess forwards the faster, and to leave the beaten 
•Btill farther behind. 



PuQ authors will measure our judgment not by 
•our abilities, but by their own conceit. To admire 
their yapidjty, is to haVe superior taste ; to despise 
it, is to haVe none. 



We may concede any man a right without 
doing any man a wrong, but we cai]i favour no one 
without injuring some' one. Where there are 
many claimants^ and we select one for his superior 
merit, this is a preference, and to this preference 
be h^ a right : but if wo make our election from 
any other motive, this is a partiality, and this par- 
tiality, although it may be a benefit to him, is a 
wrong to another. We may be very active and 
very busy, but if strict justice be not the rudder of 
all our other virtues,- the^ faster we sail, the farther 
we shall find ourselves from * that haven where we 
would be,' 



There is not a little generalship and stratagem 
required in the managing and marshalling of our 
pleasures, so that each shall not mutually encroach 
to the destruction of all. For pleasures are very 
vbtacious, too apt to worry one another, and each, 
like Akron's serpent, is prone to svifallow up the 
rest. Thus, drinking will soon destroy the power, 
gaming the means, and sensuality the taste, for' 
other pleasures less seductive, but far more salu- 
brious an(]l permanent, as they are pure. "^ ' 

In proportion as nations get more corrupt, more 
disgrace will attach to poverty, and more respect to 

^5♦ 



414 ^ LAC ON. 

wealth. There are two questions that would com- 
pletely reverse this order of things : what keeps 
some persons poor? and, what has made some 
others rich? The true anaiwer to these queries 
would often make the poor man more proud of his 
poverty thaa the rich inap is d* his wealth, and the 
rich man more justly ashamed of- his y(realth ihai^ 
the poor man unjustly now is of his poverty. 

It is lamentable that the intedlectual light,- which 
has so much more power than th& solar, should 
have so, much less rapidity Vthe sons, of scienee 
mount to, their meridian splendour, unobserved by 
the millions beneath them, who look through the 
misty pedium of prejudice, of ignorance,, and of" 
pride. Unlike the sun in the firmanlentj it is ndt 
until they are set themselves ^at they enlightea 
others. - • . 



^ Patriotism, libe^y, reform, and many other 
good things have got a bad name by keeping biid 
company ; for those who have ill intentions, cannot 
afford to work with tools that have ill sounds. 
When a knave sallies forth to deceive us, he 
dresses up his. thoughts in his best wxnrds; as 
naturally as his body in his best clothes ; but they 
must expfect a Flemish account, that give him credit 
either for the. one or for the other, ^ 



England can bear more mismanagement, luxury,' 
and corruption, than any other nation under hea* 
ven ; a«d those who have built thei^r predictions of 
her downfall from* analogies taken from other 
nations, have all fortunately failed, becai^se ISngland 
has four points of strengdi and revivescepce, not 
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common to those examples fromwhicli diose anal- 
ogies have been drawn. Two of these sources 
of strength are phyisicali her coal and her iron ; an^ 
twovof them are morale the freedom of the press 
and the trial by inry ; and they are mutually cott- 
servative of each other, for should any attempt be 
^ade to destroy the two last, the two ^stAre admi- 
rably adapted to de^fend them. 

Jlvery fool knows no w often he has been a rogue^ 
|but every rogue does not know how often he has 
i)eena.foolt 



The more we know of history, the less shall we 
esteem the subjects of it ; and to despise our spe- 
cies, is the price we must too often pay for our 
Iinowledge of it. 

The three ^eat apostles of practical atheism, 
l^at make converts wi^ou^ persecuting, and retain 
them without preaching, are health, health, &nd 
power. ^ . 

It is curious that we pay statesmen for what they 
say, not for what they do ; and judge of them from 
wnat they do, hot from what they say. Hence 
they have one code of maxi&s for profession and 
another for practice; and- mak& up their con- 
sciences as the Neapolitans do their beds, with one 
set of furniture for show and another for use. 

Man is a compound bemg ; and what little know- 
ledge he can arrive at, to be practical, scarcely can 
be pure. Like the air he breathes, he may refine 
it, until the one is unfit tdbe respired and t^^ ^'"Iwst. 
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to be affiled. Mathematicians have sought ktioW- 
ledge in figures, phil6sophers in systems, logicians 
in subtilties, and metaphysicians in sounds. It ia 
not in ajay not in all of these. Ho that studies 
only men, will get the body of knowledge without 
the soul, ^nd he that studies only books, the sdul 
without the body. He that to what he sees,' adds 
observation, and to what he reads reflection, is in 
the right road to knowledge, provided that, in scm- 
tinizingthe hearts of others, he neglects hot his own ; 
and, like the Swiss,* doubles his exertions abroad, 
that he may more speedily profit by them at 
home. 



No duels are palatable to both parties, except 
those that are engaged in from motives of revenge. 
Such duels are rare in modem times, for law has 
been found as efi[icacious for this purpose as lead^ 
though not so expeditious ; and the. lingering tor- 
tures infiicted by parchment, a^terrible as the more 
summary decisions of the pistol. In all affairs of 
honour, excepting those where the sole motive is 
revenge,, it is curious that fear is the main ingre* 
dient. From fear we accept a challenge, and from 
fear we refuse it. From the false fear of oinnioa 
we enter the lists, or^we decline to do so, from th© 
real fear of danger, or the moral fear of guilt. 
DueUihg is an evil that it will be extremely difficult 
to eradicate, because it would require a society- 
composed of such materials as are not to-be found 

♦ This pining to ttvisit their native land^ peculiar to the 

Swiss, isf tennS Nostatgidy, a word that signifies a strong 

desire to return. They have beeii^own even to die whoi 

'" 's cannot be attained ; and it is remarkable- that the same 

e^y that cures a Swiss^ kills a Scot, 
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Mrithout admixture ; a society; where all who are 
not Chnstians, must at least be gentlemen, or if 
neither- — philosophers. 

Some praters are so full of their own gabble, ana 
80 fond of their own discord^ that the3r would not 
suspend their eternal monotonies, to hear the wit 
of Sheridan, or the point of Swift ; one might as 
-well attempt to stop the saw of a task-working 
stonecutter by the melodies of an -^olian harp. 
Others again there are, who hide that ignorance in 
silent gravity, that these expose by sUly talk ; but 
they are so coldly correct, and so methodically duU, 
that any attempt to raise the slumbering sparks of 
genius, by means of such instruments, would be to 
stir up a languishing fire with a poker of ice. 'f here 
is a third class, forming a great majority, being a 
heavy compound of the two fwrmer, and possessing 
many of the properties peculiar to each ; thus, they 
have just ignorance enough- to talk amongst fools, 
and just sense enough to be silent amongst wits. 
But they have no vivacity in themselves, nor relish 
for it in another ; to attempt to keep up the ball of 
conversation with such partners, would be to play 
a game of fives against a b^d of feathers. 

Man grows up to teach his children as a father, 
and he looks back to the time when he himself was 
taught as a child. Hence, he often becomes a 
jpedagogue by circumstance, and a dogmatist by 
choice. Jle.carries these principles beyx)nd his 
own contracted sphere, into regions without his 
jurisdiction, and assumes the^ dignity of the pre- 
<;eptor, in situations where the docility of the pupil 
^ould be more consonant to his powers, but les^ 
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congenial to his pride. Neither iare words, thos^ 
tools he works with, less imperfect than his skiU in 
applying them. Words, * those fickle daughters of 
the earth,^ are the creation of a being that is finite^ 
and when applied to explain that which is infinite, 
they fail ; for that which is made surpasses not the 
maker; nor can that which is immeasurable by 
our thoughts, be measured by our tongues. Man 
is placed in a system where he sees benevolence 
acting through the instrumentality of wisdom : these 
proofs multiply upon him, in proportion to his 
powers of intellectual perception, and in those 
departments of this system which he understands 
the best, these marks of wisdom and benevqleixce 
are most dtsceirnible. An astronomer would have 
a sublimer view of the powers of the first cause in 
magnitude than an anatomist, but the anatomist 
would have a finer conception of this wisdom in 
minuteness than the astronomer. A peasant may 
have as sintere a veneration for this Being, and 
adore him with as^ pure a worship, as either the 
astronomer or the anatomist ; but his appreciations 
of him must be less exalted, because they are built 
upon a narrower base. If, then, /in all the parts of 
this system which we can understand, these marks 
of goodness are so plain and legible, is it' hot 
rational to infer the same goodness in those parts 
of the system which we cannot comprehend? 
* The Designer of this system has not left himself . 
without a witness, but -has unfolded his high quali- 
ties so fuUy.in most instances, that if there are some 
where he appears to us obscure or unintelligible, to 
believe in our owa ignorance, rather than in the in- 
justice of such a Being, is tvox w\Vj xJoa %^^%t.cteed^' 
1^ the soundest plailosoi^^J:^. 't\iR «sA ias:^\i^ ^ 
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State of optimism, and this would be worthy of 
God ; but the means are a state of discipline, and 
this is fitting for man. 

One endowed with a moderate share of mathe- 
matical knowledge, might be capable of following 
Sir Isaac Newton through the rationale, of many of 
his propositions, and would find him clear and irre- 
fragable in all of them. .But presently he comes 
to that philosopher's discovery of fluxions, the 
principles and deductions of which hap|)en to be 
beyond his comprehension; would it not be the 
height of presumption for such a^an to suspect 
Sir Isaac Newton of obscurity, rather than himself 
of ineapi^city? But if this reasoning have any 
weight between one man and another, with how 
Httich greater power must it operate between man 
and his Maker ? Infidelity, alas ! is not always 
built upon doubt, for this is diffident: nor philoso- 
phy always upon wisdom, for this is meek; but 
pride is neither. The spoiled children of human 
science, like some other bantlings, are seen at times 
to spurn at the good ^at is ofieted, in a vain but 
boisterous struggle for the evil that is withheld. 



• No man can live or die so much for himself as he 
that lives and dies for others ; and the only great- 
ness of those little men who have conquered every 
thing but themselves, consists in. the steadiness 
with which they have overcome the most splendid 
temptations to be good, in consequence of their 
low schemes and grovelling wishes to be powerful, 
like Napoleon, who — 

' Though times, occasions, chaxiceiB, toes «a.^ tr^so^. 
Ur^akjm tp purest fame,by udbYesX «!x^> 
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In this alone Was great— to liave withstood* 
Such variedj vast ten^tations to be good.' 

Con/agration of Moscow^ 

Were we to say that we sidmire the tricks and 
gambols of a monkey, but think nothing of His 
power that created those limbs and muscles by 
which they are performed, even a coxcomb would 
stare at such au asseveration ; and yet he is iu tke 
daily commission of a much grosser contradiction — 
still he neglects his Maker j but wqrships himself. 



Trutb is the object pf reason, and this is one ; 
beauty is the object of taste, and this is ^ipultifonii. 



Oratory is the huffing and blustering spoiled 
child of a semi-barbarous age. The press is the 
foe 'of rhetoric, but the friend of reason ; and the 
art' pf declamation has been sinking in value, from 
the moment* that speakers were foolish enough to 
publish, and readers wise enough to read. 

* There are no iK>tentates of modem times that would 
imitate Philip, ana offer a town ccmtaining ten thousand, 
inhabitants for an orator. The ancients were a^ gossiping 
and a listening, rather than a writing or a reading set^ 
This circumstance gave an olator great opportunities of 
displa3r'; for the tongue effects that for thoughts that the 
press does for words*, but die tongue confers on them a 
much shorter existence, and proouces them in a far less 
tangible shape; two circumstances that ate of\en not unfa- 
vourable to the speechifier. An ancient demagogue said, 
that so long as the people had ears, he would rather that 
they should be without understandings. AU good thin^ 
Kere below hate their drawbacks, and all evil things thetf 
compensations. The drawback of the advantage of priut- 
ing is, that it enables co jtobmbs to deluge us with dulixess ; 
and the compensation for the want of this art was this, that 
if blockheaos wrote ncmsense, no one else would transcri^ 
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Light, whether it be inatenal or moral,. is the 
best reformer ; for it pteyents those disorders 
which other remedies sometimes cure, but some- 
times confirm. 



Man, if he compare himself with all that ha can 
see, is at the zenith of power ; but if he compare 
himself 'with sill that h& can conceive, he is at the 
nadir of weiedmess. 

We often pretend to jfear what we really despise, 
and more often to despise what we really fear. 



As in our amours s those conquests that have 
cost the conqueror the mast difficuity, have retain- 
ed him the longest in subjection — causing him, like 
Pyrrhus,by victory to be undone-r— so it is also in 

* 

it; neither could they take their trash to the market, when 
it cost sa much time and labour lo multiply'the copies. 
Booksellers are tike horse<lealers in one respeqt, and if they 
buy the devil, thev must also sell the devil : but the.misfor- 
tttne'is^ that a t)ookseller seldom understands the merits of a 
book so thoroughly as the hol^e-deaiet the merits of a horse, 
md reads With far less judgment than the other rides. But 
to.retum to the spieechiners. An orator who, like Demos- 
thenes, appeeds to the head rather than the heart — ^who 
fesorts to argument,not to sophistry— who has no sounding 
words, unisupported by strong etmceptions-^who Would 
raiher convince without persuading, than persuade without 
ccmvincing-^is an exception tp all rules, and would succeed 
^ all periods. When the Roman people had listened to 
thelong, diffuse, and polishea,discourses of Cicero, they de- 
parted, saying to one another, * What a splendid speech our 
orator has made !'. But when the Athenians heard Demos* 
thSneS) he so filled them witn -the' subjectrmatter of his ora- 
tion, that they quite forgot the orator, but left him at the 
finish of his liarangne, breathing revenge, and exclaiming, 
.' Let us go and fight against Philip T 

36 



4SS2 LACON. 

OUT ajppetites : those enjo3rtneiits we liare come 
over to with die most repugnaiice, we abandon 
with the most regret. 

Slander camiot make Uie subject of k either 
better orwcNTse ; it maj^epresent us in a false light, 
or place a likeness of us in a bad one, but Ve alr^^ 
the same : not so the slanderer ; for calumnj 
always makes the ciilumniator worse, but the 
calumniated — never. 



Many schemes, ridiculed as Utopian, decried as 
visionary, and declaimed against as impracticable, 
will be realized the moment the mardi of sound 
knowledge has^ effecled.this for our species : that 
of making men wise enoilgh to see their true inter- 
ests, and disinterested enough to pursue them. 



' It is a common observation that any fool can 
get money; but they are not wise that think so. 
The fact is, that men apparently dull do get money, 
and yet they have no. reason to thank their dulness 
for their wealth. They appear to be stupid on 
every thing unconnected with their object, money, 
because they have concentrated all their powers t^ 
this particular puirpose. But they are wise tn iJ^eir 
generation, as those who have any dealings with 
them will find out. Like moles, they are consiilr 
ered blind by common observers, although, in the 
. jTormation of their little y^low heaps, both are ^u]^ 
fltJJctrtly' sharpsighted, and hatf^i' better 'ej^^s^ for" 
their own low and grovelling purposes, than those 
bj^standers, who suspect that they have none. 
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In women we k>ve that wbich ia natucal, we 
fldmife that which is acquired, and shun that which 
is airtifieial. But a sjBtemxyf edncation that com-^ 
bities the evil of all) aiid gives us the good of nei- 
ther ; that pretsents us with the ignorance of that 
whi«h is natural, without its artlessness, and the 
ctmnirig of that which is artificial, without its 
acquirements ; that gives us little to admire, less to 
lov'e^ and much to despise ; is more calculated to 
procure the female a partner for the minuet than 
for the'marriage, and for the hall than for the bed« 



t m< 



^ Time does as much for a firstrat^ poetjl as for a 
firstrate painter, but in a very different manner^ 
The poet whose eiibrts have established- his repu- 
tation, and whose eelebrityhas gone down to after- 
ages, will receive a meed of renown evengreatef 
than he deserves, and that text of scripture will be 
verified as to his fame, which say^^ : * To him that 
hathj shall be given/ *rime, in fact, effects that 
for a fine pdem that dist^^nce performs for a fine 
yievti When we look at a magnificent city froiR 
some height that is above it, and beyond it^ we are 
snfiiciently removed to lose sight of its little alleys, 
blind lanes, and paltiy habilations ; weean discover 
nothing but its lofly spires, monuments and towers, 
its palaces, and its sanctuaries. And so it is with 
a pioem, when we look back upon it thtough a long 
interval t)f time ; we have been in the habit of 
hearing only the finest passages, because these 
dnly are repeated ;. the flats and the failings, either 
we have not read or dd not.remember. The finest 
pfassages of Milton or of Shakapeare can be re- 
hearsed by many who have never ifaded through 
all thejpagos of either. Dacier observed that 
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Homex was a iheusand years more beantiiiil tlmn 
Virgil, as if Calliope traced the etymology of li^r- 
name to her. wrinkles rather than her dimplea. 
Voltaire carried -this opinion so far, that he seems 
to infer that distance of time might make a poet 
still more interesting, by making bun invisible ; for 
he asserts that the reputation of Dante will c«a- 
tinually be growing greater and greater, because 
there is nobody now that reade Mm. This sent!-, 
ment must be a source of great consolation . to 
many of our modem pp^ets, who Imve already lived 
to see themselves arrive at ^Ai^ point of greatness, 
and, may in some son be said to have survived 
their own apotheosis. 

It is with diseases of the mind, as with those of 
the body : we are half dead before we understand 
our disorder, and half cured when we do. 

Liberty will not de9cend' to a people, a. people 
' tn,ust raise themselves to liberty ; it is a blessing 
tbat must be earned before it can be enjoyed. 
That nation cannot be free, where reform is a com:- 
mon hack, that is' dismissed with u kick the mo* 
ment it has brought the rider to his place. That 
nation cannot, be free, where parties are but differ* 
ent roads, leading to one cmnmon destination, plun- 
der. That nation cannot be freOj where thenilers 
will not feel /or -the people, until they are obliged 
to feel with the people, and then it. is too late. 
That nation cannot be /ree, that is bought by its 
own consent, and sold against it ; where the rogue 
that is in rags is kept in countenance by the rogue 
that is in ruffles, and where^ from high to low, from 
the lord to the lackey, there is iiothing radical but 
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^omipUon, dnd notUng coiiteniptible but pcrverty ; 
when both patriot and placeman, perceiving that 
money can do every thing, are prepared to do every 
thing for money. That nation cannot be free, 
where religion is, with the higher orders, a ma^tter 
of indifference ;. with the middle, of acquiescence ; 
and with the lower, of fanaticism. That nation 
cannot be fr^e, where the leprosy of selfishness 
sticks to it as close as the curse of Elish^ to his 
servant Gehiza ; where the rulers ask not what 
recommends a man, hut w^io ; and where those 
who want a rogue, have no occasion to make, but 
10 choose. I hope" there is no nation like this 
under heaven ; but if there were, these are the 
things that, however great she might be, would 
keep such a nation from liberty, and liberty from 
her. These are the things that would force upon 
feuch a hation-^first, a government of expedients ; 
secondly, of .diflficulties ; and lastly, of danger. 
Such a nation could begin to feel,- only by fearing^ 
aH that she deserved, and finish by suflfering all 
that ^he feared. 



- A free press is the parent of much good in a 
Mate. ' But even a licentious press is a far less 
evil thaiv a press that is enslaved, because both 
isides may be heard in the former case, but not in 
the latter. A licentious press may be an evil, an 
enslaved press^ must be ao; for an enslaved press 
may cause error to be more current than wisdom, 
and wrong mo^ powerful than right ; a licentious 
press cannot effect these things, for if it give the 
poison, it gives also the antidote, which an enslaved 
press withholds. An enslaved press is doubly 
fatal : it not only takes away the true light, for in 
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that case w<fe miglit stand^ still, but it sets uj^ a &lse 
one, tliat decoys us to our destruction. * 

All nation^ Aat have reached the highest point 
of civilization, may from that hour assume- for their 
motfo, ^Viderijpiamesse.'*. And whenever, and 
virherever, we see ostentaticki substituted for happi- 
ness, profession for friendship, formality for religion, 
pedantry for leaming, buffoonery for wit, artifice 
for nature, and, hypocrisy for every thing; these 
are the signs of the times, which he that runs niay 
read, and which will enable th.e philosopher to date 
the commencement of nationaL decay, from tiie 
consummation of national refinement. 

We shonld choose ouy .books as we would our 
companions, for (heir sterling and intrinsic merit, 
not for^their adscititious or accidental advantajges. 
For with^ books, as with men, it seldom happens 
that their performance^ are fully equ^ to their pre-, 
tensions, nor their capital to their /credit. There- 
fore, to repeat a sentence in my preface, we should 
consider rather what is said, than who says it, and 
the consequence of the argument, rather than .the 
consequence of him that delivers it ; fpr wise things 
have sometimes escaped from hestds that are fool- 
ish, and foolish things from heads that ^re wise. 
We should prefer preceptors who teach us to think, 
such as Bacon and Locke, rather than those that 
teach us to argue, as Aristotle and Cicero ; and wo 
should give our days and our nights to those who, 
like Tacitus and Sully, describe men as they are, 
than to those who, like Harrington and Boling- 
broke, describe men as they ought to be. Of, 
* To ^eem rather than to fe.— Pub. 
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the poets, it will be most safe to read' chiefly those 
of times that are past-, who are still popular in timea 
.that are present ; and when we read a few of -those 
that are ancient, this is the most pleasipg ancl com- 
pendious mode of readinj^ all that is good in those 
^hat are moclern. The press enables poets to de- 
luge us with streams from Helicon, rapid, over- 
flowing, and ineidiaustible ; but noisy, frothy,, and 
muddy withal', and profuse, rather than profound. 
But we shall find more diflerence of opinion, as -to 
the comparative merits of the poets, than of all 
other writers. For in science, reason is the guide ; 
-but in poetry, taste. Truth, I have before observed, 
is the object of* the one, which is uniform and in- 
divisible ; .beauty is the object of the other, which 
is varied and multiform. ' 



There are many who say more than the truth on 
some occasions; and balance the account with their 
consciences by sayiiig less than the truth on others. 
But the fact is, that' they are in both instances, as 
fraudulent as he would be that exacted more than 
his due from his debtors, and paid less than their 
due to his creditors. 



It is a piece of pedantry to introduce foreiga 
words into our language, when we have terms of 
legitimate English origin that* express all that 
these. exotics convey, with the advantage of being 
intelligible to every ond. For foreign sounds, like 
foreign servants, ought not to be introduced to the 
- disadvantage of the iiatives^ until these are found 
unworthy of trust. I was once asked ^t a party 
what was the diflerence between a conversation, 
and a conversazi(me ; I replied, that if there ^ere 
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any difierence, I considered it must be this : in ^ 
conversation, if a blockhead talked nonsense, you 
were not obliged to hsten to him ; but in a convert' 
sazione, you were. I have heard of an oM gentle-* 
man who was a better theologist than a chytnist^ 
gravely asking a friend if he would be so gobd as 
to explain to him the difference between the old 
word Calvinism and the 4iew term g<flvinism. He 
might have replied that both of them had a ^eat 
deal to do. with fire, but that neither of them had 
been hitherto able to explain the nature of that ele* 
mcnt with which they were so intimately connected. 

■ I I ri 

A system of mal-governmcnt begins by refusing 
man his rights, and ends by depriving turn of the 
power of appreciating the value of that which he 
has lost. It is possible that the Polish serf, the 
Russian hoof, or the descendant of the kidnapped 
negro, may be contented with their condition ; but 
it is liot possible that the mind of a Franklin, or a 
lloward, could b6 contented to see them so. The 
philosopher knows that the most degrading symp- 
tom of hopeless vassalage, is this very apathy that 
it ultimately superinduces on its victims, as the 
surgeon knows that the most alarming symptom of 
a deadly mortification having taken place, is the 
cessation of pain on the part of the patient, 

if si^nsuality be our only happiness ^ \ve ought to 
envy the brutes ; for instmct* is a surer, shorter, 
and safer guide to such happiness than reason. 

* There are some^facts recorded of the elephant, that one 
scarcely knows how'to reconcile to mere instinct, i/the facts 
be autlientic. I have heard the late Sir Greorge Statintoa 
fiB/, that when General JJed-dows reviewed fgxu var-:«|e- 
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^ If we read the history of disorders, we are astoi).- 
ished that men live ; if of cures, we are still more 
astonished that they die.. But death is the onl}F 
sovereign whom np partiality caSi warp, and no 
price corrupt. He neither spares the hero, his 
purveyor by wholesale ; . nor the physician,* his 

^^lants that had been sent fron^eylon to Madras, to assist 
Ui getting the British artillery through the gauts. a very 
extraordinary circumstance took place. The war-elephantg 
it is well known, is trained to. perform the grand salami 
which is done by falling on the first joint of the foreleg at % 
certain signal. The largest of the K)ur elephants was par« 
ticularly noticed by the general as being terribly out of con- 
dition; the keeper was ordered unto explain the cause, and 
was in the act of doing this to tne general, when the ele- 
phant a4vunced a few steps out of the line, and with one 
stroke of his probc^eis laid his keeper dead at his feet. He 
then retired back a^ain into his position and performed the 
grand salam. This circumstance excited some consider- 
able alarm, when the wtfe of the keeper ran up to his dead 
body, and in a broken sort of exclamation, cried out that 
she was always afraid something of this sort would happen, 
as ne was constantly in the habit of robbing that elephant 
of his rations of rice, by taking them away from his crib 
after they had been -servedout to him under the inspection, 
of his superior. This anecdote is rather a staggering one, 
but I have mentioned it to many persons who have been in 
India, and most of them were no strangers to the circum- 
stance. One sentleman infonned me that it wse authenti- 
eaUy recorded in Uie philosophical transactions of the day,' 
but this I cannot voucn for, having never searched for it. 

♦ I remember when at Paris, being introduced to a phy- 
sician who had fitted up a large apartment with portraits. 
S^t himty those patients whom he had recovered. This, 
circumstance put me in mind of a ^remark of Diogenes to 
one Uiat admired the multitude of votive-offerings in Sam- 
othracia given to the temple of T^eptune by those who had 
escaped from shipwreck : * There would nave been many, 
more,' said Diogenes^ 'if those who have perished could have 
presented theirs.' There is a Spanish story that runs thus : — 
^^thephysicians of Madri4 were suddenly alarmed bythA 
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caterer bjr retail^ nor the lawyer, His solicitor-g^he^ 
tal ; nor the undertaker, his master of the ward- 
robe ; nor the priest, his chamberlain and privy- 
counsellor j etenhis truest minion and prime syco- 
phant, the dexton, who has spent his whole life hi 
hiding his bad deeds fi'om the world, and conceal^ 
ing his deformities, is at last consigned to the bed 
of -clay, with hi£f oWn shsyel, and this l^ the handst 
of some younger favourite, who succeeds alike to 
his salary and his sentence, his department and his 
doom» 



The minor miseries superinduced by fashioiiy 
that queen of fools, can hardly be conceived by 
those who live in the present day, when common 
sense is invalidating every hour the authority of 
this silly despot, and confurming- the rational dicf 
tatos of comfort. The quantum of nneasihess 
forced upon us by these absurdities, was no small 
drawback 'from the sum total of that happiness 
allotted to the little life of man ; for small miseries^ . 
like small debts, hit us in so many places, and meet 
us at sO many turns and corners, that what they 
want in weight they make up in number, and ren* 
der it less hazardous to stand the fire of one cannon- 
ball, than a volley composed of such a shower of 

intrusion of the ghosts of their patients : their doors were $o 
besieged by the spectres of the dead, that there was tto da- 
trance for the living. It was observed that a sJtfgle phy- 
sician of no repute, amd living very obscurely, was incoin- 
moded with only one of these unearthly visiters j all Madrid 
flocked to him, and he got all the tees, until his brother 
practitioners promulgated the unfortunate discovery, that 
this single ^ost was, when alive, the only patient that ever 
consulted him. . ^ 
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bullets. It is within the recollection of very many ^ 
of my readers, that no gentleman or lady could 
either pay or receive a visit, or go out to a dinner, 
or appear at a public party, without submitting^ to 
hare seven or ^eight pounds of fat and flour worked 
into their hair, by the hands of that very industrious 
and important personage, Ae frizeut, on whose 
co-operation tiieir whole powers of locomotion 
depended, and who had so much to do that he 
could seldom be punctual. Nothing was more 
common than for ladies at a race-ball, an election- 
invitation,, or a coimtry assize meeting, to undergo 
the tremendous operations of the frizeur on the 
evening that preceded, and to sacrifice one night's 
rest to fashion, in order that they might sacrifice 
another night to fbll^. Our fair countrywomen laugh 
at the Chinese ladies, who deprive themselves of 
the use of their feet, by tight shoes and bandages, 
and whose characters would be ruined if they 
were even suspected of being able to walk. I3ut 
they themselves, by the more destructive and dan- 
gerous fashion of tight-lacing, destroy functions 
of the body far more important, not only to them- 
selves but to 'their offspring ; and whole troops of 
dandies, quite as taper-waisted, and almost as mas- 
culine as their mothers, are th6 natural result of 
i^uch an absurdity. If to be admired is the motive 
for such a custom, it is a most paradoxical mode of 
pursuing this end ; for that which is destructive of 
health, must be still more destructive of beau^; 
that beauty, in a vain efibrt to preserve which, the 
victims of this fashion have devoted themselves^ to a 
joyless youth, and a premature decrepitude. 'An- 
other of the minor miseries formerly imposed upon 
i^ciety by the despotism of fashion, was the oecG$» 



432 LACON. 

siiy of giving large sums, denominated vales, to a 
vrhole bevy of butlers, fpottnen, and lackeys. 
This was carried to such an excess, that no poor 
man could afford to dine with a rich one, unless he 
enclosed a guinea with his card x>f invitation : and 
yetthis custom, more mean, if possible, thaa'absurd, 
kept its ground until a few such men as Swift, 
Steele, and Arbuthnot, happened to make a discov- 
ery in terrestrial bodies, productive, of more com- 
fort than any made before or since, in those that 
are celestial. After a due course of experiments, 
both synthetically and anal3rtically pursue^ they 
found out and promulgated to the world, &at two 
or three friends, a joint of Welsh mutton, a bla- 
zing' hearth, a bottle of old wine, and a hearty iyel- 
come at home, were far better things than cold 
fricassees, colder formalities, sour liquors, and 
sourer looks abroad, saddled, moreover, witif the 
pei^alty of running the gantlet of a whole gang of 
belaced and betasselled mendicants, who proceeded 
from the plunder of the pocket of the guest, to their 
still more Jjarefaced depredations on the cellar of 
their master. T here is a little Italian story so much 
to my present purpose, that I shall conclude by 
relating it. A nobleman, resident at a castle,^^! 
think near Pisa, was about to celebrate his marriage- 
feast. All the elements were propitious except the 
ocean, which had been so boisterous as to deny 
the very necessary appendage of fish. Most pro- 
videntially, however, oja the very morning of the 
feast, a poor fisherman made his appearance with 
ft turbot so large that it seemed to havo been 
created for the occasicm, ' animal ^opter convivid 
natum.'* Joy pervaded the castle, and the fisher- 

", *An animal born for the merry-making. — Pu», 
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idl^scft^ .WEfi /usbereil with-kis prize into the saloon, 
where th« nobleman, . itf the presence . of his Ti4sl- 
ieft^reqtiefeteti him txr put what price he thought 
'fqroper oa tho'^sb; and it should be instantly pal3 
nitni ; ^^One hundred lashes«' B%id ^e fishermdo* 
*X)Hn:iy bare bick, is th» price of my fish, and "I 
;l¥iH«it>tbateOne^st)raiid of wbipcoird on the bargain.' 
. The nobleman a|id Ms -guests were not a little 
i^tdnishedv but. our chapman" was resolute, and 
remonstrance was in vain; At length, the nobleaiaa 
exclaimed ; * Wellj well, the fellow is a humonst, 
land the *fi«h we must have ; "bin lay on lightly, and 
let the price be paid in our pr-esence.V After fifty 
Jashes .had been administered, "'HoldJ hold!' ex- 
<^lak]aed the fidh^man. * I have a partner in thia 
busin'ess/^uid it is fitting that he should receive his 
share.' *What! ^we there twa such .madcaps in 
the w.e^?' ei^claimei^l^e. nobleman ; -^ halne him, 
iind. he shall-be 5ent fcr instantly.* * You need not 
jg<0 very faa: for him,' aaid. the fisherman ; you will 
fifid lum at your gate,' in the shape of your own poi^- 
l^r^ who w^uld npl let me in until! pronjisedihiit. 
he should have the half of whatever 1 received (or 
• laay tvirbot.' * Oi, oh,' said the nobleman,' ^ bring him 
5ip instantly \ he shall receive his stipulated moiety 
.with the strictest- justice.' This ceremony btging 
fimshed, he discharged the porter, and amply r^- 
Warded the fisherman. . - ' , , .. 



Happiness is that single* and gloriots thiifg 
ivhieh is the very light and sim of the whole ani- 
routed univejrse ;. ind where slie Is^ not; it were 
betfer ihat nothrng should be. Without her,* wis- 

* Dr: Johnson was a^ked. by a lady, whaf nejRr wor^he 
Vas empjoved about. ♦ T am waiting noihijig just at present^' 

37 
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dom is but a shadbw, anci virtue - a naniisjfthe is 
their sovereign mistress^.; for her alone they lubtHir, 
a^di by her they mil be paid ; tp-iefijoy .k€r,*ad td 
'^l^mmunic^te her, is the objeet <)f tli^ir efforts, and 
nthe consummatio]^ of their toil; 

. ' ^ ■,:■•.-. \- • . 
It is with ridicule as witb j3on[q>assieij, ire- d» 
not like to be 'the solitary obje^ of either ; a»d 
wne&er we ure ladghed at or pitied, we have no 
objection te [?harers,/and fdncy ^exian ]e9sen the 
weight by dividing the load. A gentleman who 
was present, at the battle of Leipsic, toM me a 
humorous anecdote, which may serve to illustrate 
the above position. It will be i^einenibesed that 
our government had despatched a rocket^bi'igade to 
assist at that action, a^d that Captain 3a^&f, a 
Tefy d6serYing young officer, lost his life in th^ 
commanding of it. After tiie signal defeat 4»f the, 
f^rench at this memorable^ aetiqfn, Leipsic became 
ftdl of a mixed medley of soldiei[», ai all aarms and 
t^ all niitions ; of ,coursie:,.a great variety of cola 
was in circulation there; a Bntidh privatq^-w^ 
n^ss attached tathe recket-brigad^.^ and who had 
picked up a little broken French and German,, wcNdt* 
to the largest hotel in Leipsic,^nd displa3dng an, 
IBQ^ish shillings to the landlord, inquired -if. this, 
^iece of coin was current there. ' Oli yes,? replied 
he, * you may have whatever the house affords for 
that money : it passes current here at present.' Our 
fortunate Bardolph,' finding himself in such conn 

replied he. * Well, but doctor,' said she, *if IiCOttlid writelikc 
jrou, I should be t^lways writing, merely for the pleiEisure t^ 
It* * Pray, xuadam,' tctot^ h'e^' * do yoii-sinceifely Uuok 
that LeJBffiaer swaico. awo^A^^*'»fc%^^^^>^vm^\«i\'^'bec^^ 
he was fond of Wimmrtt^'V 
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pHaiit'quartei'sV cstlted ^bout Inm most lustily, ^ild 
the most ^umptuousr dinner Ibe house could afford, 
washed down by sundry bottles of the most expeU'^ 
sive .wines,, was dewspatched without cereniony. 
On. going away, he tendered at the bar the identi* 
' cal shilling which -the landlord had inadvertently 
4ed him to expect was to perform such wonders. 
1*he stare, the shrug, aftd the exclamation elicited ' 
frovtk ^mineKost of the garter,^ bysucha teHdj&r,maybe 
more easily conceived than expressed. * An expla- 
nation, very tnuph to the dissatisfaction of the land- 
lord, took place, who quickly found not only that no- 
things more was likely to be got, but also that the laugh 
would •be tremendously heavy against him. ' This 
part of the profits .he had a very Christian wish to 
divide with his neighbour. Taking, therefore, his 
gdest to the street-door, of his hotel, he requested 
Mm to look -over the' way. * ' I)o ^yoif see,* said he; 
Vthat large hotel opposite ? That fellow, the land- 
k»rd pC4t^ is. my sworn rival, and nothing can keep 
this story from his ears, in which case I shall nevei: 
hev therlast of it. Now, my good fellow, youar© 
not only welcome to your entertainment, but I will 
instantly give you a five-frank piece into the l?ar- 
gain, if you will promise, on the word of a sol- 
dier^ to attempt the., very same trick with hirti to- 
itaopro w- that suecefided Sp well with me * to-day.' 
pur veteran t6ok the money, and. accepted the con-» 
ffitions i hilt having buttoned -up the silver very se- 
curely in his pockety he took l3s leave of the laiid- 
l(^d witK the following speech, arid a bow that didf 
no discredit to Leipsic. *Sir, I deem myself in 
honour bound to use, my utmoi^ endeavours to ijut 
your wishes in execution'^; 1 sh^ cexvalvc^^ ^^ ''^^v 
) can, but must candidly irvfotm ^^^ "^^"^ ^^^'**' 
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Thedistinguisliing peculiarity and mostvalQ 

-characteristic of the diamond, is th^ power it 

sesaes of refracting and reflecting the p^ism 

colours ; this property it is that gives, fire, life, 

brilliancy to the diamond. Oier stones re; 

the light as they receive it, bright in proportiG 

their own transparency, but always colourless ; 

the ray comes out as it went in. What thb 

mond effects as to the natural light, genius perf< 

as to that which is intellectual ; it can refract 

reflect the . surrounding rays elicited by the m 

of others, and can divide and arrange them 

such precision and elegance, that they are retu 

indeed, not as they were received, dull, spirit 

and monotonous, but full of Are, lustre, and 

We might also add, that the light of other min 

as necessary to the play and development of g< 

as the Ught. of -other bodies is to the play 

radiation of the diamond. A diamond, incarcc 

in its subterraneous prison, rough and unpolii 

diflfers not from a, conunon stone ; and a Newti 

a Shakspeare, deprived of kindre(^ mindd, and 

amongst savages — savages had died. 



In literature, our taste will be discovered b] 
which we give, and our judgment by that whic 
withhold; ^ „V 



He that shortens the road to knowledge, lei 
ens life ; and we are all of us. more indebted 
3ve believe we are, to that class of writers v 
Johnson termed the * pionee.rs of literature, do< 
to clear. away the dirt and the rubbish for 
heroes who press on to honour and to vk 
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egotkm tliat ia Suicidal, and has a double-edge, 
.'Clits himself off from the truest pleasure here, and 
iiie highest happiness hereafter. Some fanpy that 
they mak^ all matters right by cheating their rela^- 
tions, and leaving all their ill-gotten wealth ta some 
public, institution. I' have heard a story of his 
iiataiiic majesty, that he was opfi day sitting on bis 
tkrone of state, with soimejbf his prime 'niinisters 
attending him, when a certain imp, just arrived 
from his mission to tl^s nether world, appeared 
before him. ^ Sirrah,' said he, < you have heen 
long absent froip us :• what news from above ?' ' I 
have been attending^ stad please your majesty, the 
deathbed of a miser, and I have 'put it into his head 
to leave, all his immense wealth to charitable insti- 
tutions.' ' Indeed,' said the 'sable monarch, 'and 
call you this attending to my^interest ? I am afrsdd 
we shall lose him.* * Fear not,' said the imp, * for 
he has made no restitutions, and has also many 
Starving relatives ; but if we were so unlucky, we 
are sure, after all, to be gainers, for I also instilled 
it into his mind to appoint twelve' trustees, and your 
majesty may safely reckon upon every soul of them 
to a man. . 



* Omne simile non est idem,'* is an axiom which 
men of powerful imagin^ons ought to keep con- 
stantly in view ; for in mental optics those do not^ 
^always see the farthest who have* mounted the 
highest, and imaginationf has sometimes blinded 

* Everything like is not the saTM. — Pub. 

t Wit also will sometimes bribe the judgment to a. false 
decision, and make us inclined to say what is brilliant, 
rather than what is tnie^; and to aim at point rather than at 
propriety. Voltaire was once desired by a poet to criticise 
a tragedy h6 hod written. He prefaced ni^ request by say- 

37« 
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tl&e ' judgmBxii, rather tban sliarfieQied U» 9(saJtnm, 
Minds of iliis kind have beei^ l>eautifiilly cDnnpared. 
to ihose angels described in .the Revelaiionv wJia 
hid their eyes with their wings, . - ^ 

Some conversions have failed, noV (of any wai^ 
of faith in the convfert^ but for a deficiency of thai 
article in 4he converter ; aj[id when mattera have 
heen brought to the point, it has be^n discovered 
that the disciple was ready to perform his part of 
the cerepiony, provided the master were equally so 
to perform his. I remember iiaying somewliere» 
read a story of a c^tain lady ip Itafy, wJio being of 
the Prgtestant faith, was about to be united in mar* 
riage Ho a papist. Great paiiis ^fere taken to worii 
her conversion ; at length, she consented' to tak^ 
the holy sdcrament according to the ritual of the 
church of Rome, provided the making-up and man- 
ufacturing of the* wafer to be used on this ceremony 
were allowed her. This was granted : and whea A© 
priest had finished the consecration, she soleinnly 
asked him if he finnly believed that the act of coil-* 
secration had transformed those elements inta th© 
real body of Christ t He replied there could not he 
the shadow of- a doubt of it. < Then,' said she, * I 
am" ready to "swallow them if you will only set m©' 
the e:^ampfe, but must candidly inform you,' added 
shcj ' that^efore the miracle of transubstantiatioa 

ihg that he knew the value of this philosopber's time, and 
therefore he requested him to express his candid opinion in* 
the .shortest manner. Unfortunately our tragedian had 
written the single word J^lh at f he. bottom of his piece, and 
our merciless critic confined his whole criticism inerely to 
scratciiing ^ut the letter w, thus Pi. Nevertheles's, the 
tragedy did not deserve so severe a-sentencei-but the wit 
"Was top great a temptation. ... • • . - - 
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had been perform(5d on the cqp^ecraled host, the 

Principal ingredient in*lts c(»nppsitio^ was.arsenie^' 
^he iponk did not deem it:prudent tcj make a con- 
vert on such terms. • V * • 



Flattery is Often* a traffic of mutual meanness^ 
where, although both parties intend decfeptton, nei- 
ther are deceived ; since' words that-feost little, are 
exchanged for hopes that 60s t lesS. Fut we must 
be careful how we flatter fooja too little, or wise 
men too much ; for the ftatterer mi^t act the very 
reverse of the physician, and aldnrinister the strong- 
est * dosetjnly ^ the weakest patienC The truly 
great will bear'^ven reproof, iT^ truth stfpport it, 
more patiently than flattery accotiapanied with false- 
hood; for, by venturing dn the first, wc pay a, com- 
pliment to their -heafrt, but by venturing on the 
second, we inflict an insult on their head. Two 
painters undertook a portrait of Hjanmbal ; one of 
them painted a fuU likeness of him, and gave him 
twp eyes, whereas disease had deprived him orone; 
^eoither painted him in profile, but with his bjind 
side from the spectators. He severely reprimanded 
ihe^first/but handsomely rewarded the second. 



,e 



Human life, according to Mindeyille* and others 
of his .school, is a constat system of hypocrisy 

•. .;' ■■"•.-. 

♦ If we were inclined to pub, aftfer tHe manner of Swifts 
on the name of Mandeville, we might say that Mandeville 
was a devil of a man, who wrote a book to prove man a 
devil. 

■ I am rather surprised to see such men as Hobbes, IS^a- 
chiavelli, Mandeville, or Spinosa, r.eceiveany attention in 
that republic w'hlch alone is fixed and free-r-therepublic of 
letters. They carry, it is true, theii* own ajitidoter ; for the 
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acting upon hvpofciisy ; a kind of douUe duping, 
wh^ie pretenders purstie yirtue that they esteem 
not, for the sake of praises whic^&ose who profier 
value not. Thus, acccNrding to hip, in^ead of 
feeling any gratitude for- those who have lost their 
lives in the service of their' country, Our feelings 
ought rather to be those of pity and conten^t for 
bein^ so weak as to permit the love of glpryto 
overcome the love of, life; In conformity to this 
system, he asserts that all t]B» virtues are nothing 
more than the political ofl^pnng that flattery begets 
upon pride. Were siich a system to be general, 
with 5f achiavelli for our tutor, and Maiidevii}^ for 
our moralist, -we might indeed deny a heaven, but 
if we denied a ^bell, it would not be for want oi- a 
prototype upon euth. Ml:. Hume, on the- Other 
hand, seems inclined to make utility the test of vir- 
tue ; and this doctrine he has urged so- Speciously 
as to draw ifter him * a third part of. the host (f 
heaven.^ Paley has been in some degree seduced, 
but Paley's authority is on the decline. If one were 
disposed io. banter such a doctrine, by pursuing up 
its conclusions to the absurdities to which they 

absurdity of their.doctrmes is usually in proportictn ti»-their 
atrocity. I would have them read, nolwithstandiag, and 
promulgated and examined, and would giv^ Jhem all possi- 
ble fair play. I apajcertam \\^ is the most efficaciqus niode 
of satisfying ourselves how much more powerl!ul their 
names are, than their jJeife. I shall be told'that there^u^ 
moments when these men evince great strength of n^ind. 
as there are times when madmen evince great strengUiof 
body; but one is the strength of error, and the other of 
disease. Now we shut up the o^e, and clap a strait - 
waistcoat upou him ; ana I would give the- Other all 
possible liherty^ for the more they are seen and kTunofL. 
the fewer converts they will have, and the less mischief 
they will do. - ' 
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woidd lead tis, one would say, that if a building 
were on fire, ^ philosopher ought to Jbe saved in 
preference to a fool, and a steam-engine, pr a loom,, 
iih preference to either; ho parent pught to have 
my aiTection or tenderness . for a child that was 
dying of a disorder prpnotinced to be incurable ; 
and no child ought to take any- trouble for a parent 
that was in a state of dotage. If we met virith a 
beggar with one leg, we ought to give him ncfthing, 
but reserve a double alms for a beggar who had two, 
as being the most useful animal. As to religion, 
all' adoration would be transferred to the felt and 
visible source of all utility,* the sun : and the religion 
of Pcfrsia would be the. universal faith. Another 
mode of accounting for. huitlan actions, is self-in- 
terest ; a aystem that has more , plausibility, and 
perhaps nmge proselytes than the two that precede 
it. ItwouIcTindeed be very unfortunate for mankind 
if any virtuous action whatsoever could be proved 
to be detrimental to the self-interest of him who 
performed it, if the view taken of it.be enlarged 
and coipprehensivQ. ' And it \9 on this ground that 
I have asserted elsewhere, that it is much nearer 
the truth to. say that all men- have an interest in 
being good, than that all men are good from inte- 
rest. S wifl, in his detached thoughts, observes, that 
there are solne whose self-love inclines them to 
pl,ease others, ^i^nd some whose self-love inclines 
them to please th^nselves ; the fhrst he designates 
as* the virtuous, and the secoftd as the vicious. 
Rousseau*' saw the dijEctolty of the egotistical 

• ■ * . 

* Rousseau was more fond of a paradox t)ian Shakspeare 
of a pun, and it is seldom that any reliance can be placed 
upon liis opinion, even if he possessed one ; thus, at the 
very time he was ranting about liberty, he suffered this 
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Is the Deity able to prevent evil, but not willing- — 
where is his benevol^ceT is he willing, but not 
able-^whereis his power ] is he both able and wil- 
liBg-»wh^nce then is the evil 1 Xhese formidable 
qn^stipns, all resolving th^&)selyes into the * itnde 
tfwUum^* of the £pix;lLireans, have, be^n handed 
down as heirlooms from one generation of skep- 
tics to another; a generation, that, like the faaJfly 
of the Wrongheads, can trace back its ancestry 
to the remotest antiquity, and who, like the Jews of 
the present day, are confined to no meridian^ cli- 
mate, or country, but who aire as obstinate in 
rejecting all creeds, as the lattei* are in adhering to 
one. Whence is evil? This is that triumphant 
question resorted to as the trustiest weapon of the 
uifidel, when closely pushed ; a weapon produced 
with a» much solemnity as the sword which the 
.Highland ^ehieftian exhibits as the . brand of his 
forefa|hef«; and the title to his domains,! and 
which is considered as terrible as ever, although 
the stal worth hands that formerly wieldied it 
a»e mouldering in: the dust. Whence is evil ? I 
will not presume to break a lance with this formi- 
dable champion that has foiled so many, neither 
am I quite inclined like ^Eneas, to escape in a 
cloud. The method I shall adopt will be to xe treat 
fighting, and with my face to the foe. I admit the 
existence of evil to ita full extent, and I also admit 
4ny Own ignorance, which is not the least part of 
the evil I deplore. I also 'find ki the midst of all 

• Whence is evU ? — Pub. 

t l^ing James held a convocation at Perthj-and demanded 
of the Scotch barons that they should produce the chartera 
by which tbey held their lands; they- alj, with one simulfa-» 
ncous movement, rose up and drew their' sM^qrds. , ^ 
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this evU, a tolerably fair proportion ef gboA: I 
can discoyer that I did not^ake myself, 'and ako 
that the being .that did make me^ has sholtrn a 
degree of power and of wisdom far beydhd my 
powers of comprehension. I can also see so ^tton 
gopd proceeding . from his system even here, 
diat I am inclined to lovb him; but lean see; so 
much evil, that I mm iliclined also to fear him. L 
find inyself a compound being, made up of body 
and mind, and the union is so intimate, that the 
one appears to perish, at .the dissolution of the 
othet. In attempting to reconcile this last evil, 
death, and the many more that lead to it^ wi^^the 
wisdom, power, and goodness,. tbat I see displayed 
on many other occasions, I find that I have strong 
aspirings after a state, that' may survive this appa- 
rent dissolution j and I find that L Imve this feeling 
in common with ail the rest of my species-; 1 
find also, on looking within j that I Hare a-.mind( 
capable of much higher delights than matter or 
^arth can afford. On looking still more closely 
into thyself, I find |Bvery reason to believe that this 
is the first state of existence I ever enjoyed ; 1 
can recollect no other, I am conscious of no 
other. Hete then I stand as upon a point acknow* 
iedged* that this world is the first stage of exist- 
ence .to that compound ammabman, and that- it is 
to him at least the first link in that order of things 
in which mind is united to matter. May not then 
this present state, be^'as relates to mind, a state of 
infancy and childhood, where the elements and 
the rudiments of a progressive state are to be 
received arid acquired ; and may not such be neces- 
sarily a state of discipline ; and may hot an all- 
wise and all-perfect Being,, take less delight jn 



creadiig stones and blocks, and in nadking tlima 
capable of eternal happiness, than in ultinuUely 
granting this glorious boon to creatures whom he 
Sad formed intellectual and rei^onsible .? 4^nd is 
adt this supposition far less absurd and monstrous, 
Iban to conclude the Deity unjust^ and the volim- 
tary author of evilj-iiefcessary from his prescience 
that foresaw it, yet permitted it; and gratuitous 
from bis power j that could, yet would notjaevent 
if I Having arrived at these conclusions by look- 
ing into myself, I then look to things around me» 
.and without me, and I find an external state of 
things, corresponding precisely with these internal 
qonclusfons. I find a »^t;re</ state and. condition to 
be the lot of man ; he has much of good to enjoy, 
and much of evil to enc<)unter, and the more or the 
less of either I qbserve depends in very many 
instances on himself I fapther find that this is no 
particular discovery of mine, that it has struck the 
profoundest thinkers, aiid the justest^ reasoners of 
jftU ages^ quite as forcibly, and been much better 
expressed. I farther see that a state of discipline 
Baturally presupposes for its proper theatf e a mixed 
state of good and of evil, since a mixed state 
iktone i^ is, that eail§ many virtues ijita acticm, 
that cOuld not be exercised in a state 6f peYfettion, 
such for instance; as benevolence in dieviating the 
miseries of others, or resignation in bearing our 
own. In short,- 1 find it to be precisely what I con- 
eeive mind in its compound state tnight most natu- 
lally require, namely, a state Of discipline, with 
quite enough of good to keep intellelJtual agents 
from despair, and quite enough of evil to keep 
them from preauraption; good also, not. $o independ- 
ent of our exertions, as tp justify our idleness, 
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and ovU not && necessary and unavoidable as to 
paralyze us with despondency. 

I have, strong doixbts as to the perii!|^S»K)a <)f 
those phenomena that have been tfenned eapematti- 
ral, since the era of the apostles; a^^ if therfe be 
any who think they have wiChessed such things, 
they should reflect that there is this hazard in di- 
vulging them — ^they voluntarily wedge themselves 
up irito the very awkward dilemma of being coii- 
sidered either as liars or fools. To withhold our 
assent to such things if we have witnessed them is 
difficult; but to giyeojir assent toi;hem because t^y 
have been witnessed by others, is absurd. In'tnis 
latter ciase, the reaspnin^of Dr. Hume will apply, 
and is conclusive against all such phenomena sub- 
sequent to the era stated above,; for here, we trust 
not to experience, but to testimonj', and it is con- 
trary to our experience that sUch superhuman ap- 
pearances should, be true, butVit is not contrary to 
our experience that the human testimony by which 
they are supported,- should be false.' I know not 
which is'most detrimental to the happiness of maii- 
kind : to believe in such things if they have nBver 
^happened;.or to disbelieve them if they haHfe. Bm 
it isk>bviotM3' that to deny them, even in opposition 
to our otrni experience, would savour less strongly 
of presumption, than to admit them on the bare tes^ 
timony of others, would of weakness ; and the ad- 
vocates of supematiiral appearances having- hap- 
pened in modern times, are sure to be Si the mi*- 
nority, not (waly as to number, Jb'ut also as to weight. 

Early impressions alb hot easily erased ;;*the 
virgin wax is faithful to the signet, and subseqttclBt 
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imf^dsid'bs ser^e rsth^rt^^ foimer ones, 

than-to eradicate them. TaV^aiBge the metapihor, 
we might say that the new cask t^kes its odour 
fVom the fir$t wine that it receires; what may be 
poured in afterwards will be contained, but the 
first is imbibed. Rousseau carried his envy, hatred, 
and malice, of all literary contemporaries, ^most 
to phrensy. A social savage"^on this point, he 
recoiled as sullenly from the courtesy of Hume as 
from. the caustic of Voltaire. This enigma in his 
character may be solved by recollecting, that when 
hlB was clerk to M. Dupin, he was not permitted to 
dine at his table on tliose days that the literati 
assembled there. Even then, he felt his own pow- 
ers, and despised him who, ^like* the base Judean^ 
threw a pearl away richer than <ill his tribe. ^ There- 
fore, he commenced his campaign with no ve^y char- 
itable feelings for his contemporaries; ^ but entered,' 
says Grimm, *the field of literature, as Marius re- 
entered Rome, breathing revenge, and remember- 
ing the marshes of Minturnse.' 



Iti all plabes, and in all times, those religionists 
'rtrho have believed too much, have been mor^ 
inclined to violence and persecution than those 
wha have believed too little — ^I suspect the reasoii 
is, that indifference is a much less active principle 
than enthusiasm. * 

We seek the society of the ladies with a view to 
be pleased, rather than to be instructed ;^ and are 

* 1 here allude to Rousseau's appreciation of himself j but 
he was a pearl, I should have no objection to buy at nny 
price, if I could only sell him at his own. 
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more gnilified bjrtiiose wliawili tafit^ thaif by flicfs^ 
tkat are silent ; iotiiiiiey talk welH we ate d^akif 
delighted ta rece^HifoMaliQn ftotn $io pfeasdtit a 
source^ abd if they, are at times a litxle 'out in their 
conclusiojls^ it 4S flattering to our vanity to set 
them right. Therefore, I would have the ladies 
indulge with somewhat less of reseiVe in the free- 
dom of conversation, notwithstanding the remark , 
of him who said with more of pbint than of polite- 
ness, that they were the very reverse of their oivn 
mirrors : for the one reflected without talking,' but 
the other talked without reflecting. 

If an author write betier than his contemporaries, 
ihey will term him a plagiarist ; if as well, a pre- 
tender; but if worse, he may stand some chance 
of commendation, as a genius of some proinise, 
^from whom much may bfe e^cpected by a due atten*' 
rion to their good counsel and advice. When a 
dull author has arrived at this point, the best thing 
he can do for his fame, is to die before he cah follow 
it ; his brother dullards will in this case club their 
efforts to confer upon him one* year of immortality^ 
a boon which few of them could realize for them^ 
jselves ; and this year of fame may be even extended 
to two, provided the candidate can be proved to 
have died on .classic ground, and to have been 
buried within the verge of the meanderings of the 
Tiber, or the murmunngs of the Melissus. 

' ' ' . ' 

A torrent of declamation, where all is sound and 
^w^ verbiage, has often served the ends of the oppres- 
sor,, and proved more fatal to the oppressed, than 
any force of argument qt reason that could be 
brought against him ; as an expert. swimmer is in 



patsrjltilg^iiiipoin the foaml>£ ^1»e siir^^ tbaa liom 
^^ 4li<^p^ wai^r^Ohe ocean ; for altJiough tbe 
jformer imii'no ^l^Q^4i^ri^ hs^ also no buoyancj, 
noiihet can the voiee of distress be beard amidst 
'^e roar pf tbe-breakers. . 



The British constitution is the proudest political 
iBFomunent of the combined and progressive wis- 
dom of man : throughout the whole civilized w6rld 
^ts preservation ought to be prayed for, as a choice 
*aanid peerle/ss model, uniting all the beauties of pro- 
portion, with all the solidity of strength. But 
nothing human is perfect, and experience has * 
shown, that this proud, monument of human wis- 
«dom wants that which- its earlier designers had 
ccmceived that it possessed ; a self-preserving 
power. Those, therefdre,jBHre its truest friends who 
'itf e«inost vigilaAt and .unremitting in their efforts to 
^eep it^'rom corruption, and to guard it from decays; 
whose yeneiration, as it regards what it has been, 
aosd whose .affection, as it relates to what it may be, 
is exceeded only by their fears -for its safety, when 
Aey reflect upon what it is. And it is a feeling as 
d^honourable to those who entertain it, as un- 
merited by those against whom it is entertained, lo 
suipectthat those hearts and hands that are most 
zealous and vigilant in preserving this beautiful 
fabric from decay, would not be equally brave and 
energetic in defending it from danger. 

■ ' - rf ■ 
It is much easier to ruin a man of principle, 
than a map of none, for he jnay be ruined througl^ 
his scruples. Knavery is supple, and can bendf 
but honesty is firm and upright, and yields not. 
It was vpon this ground that . Bossuet, bishc^ of 
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to be applied. Mathematicians have sought ktioW- 
ledge in figures, philosophers in iSystems, logicians, 
in subtilties, and metaphysicians in somids. It is 
not in any not in aU of these. Ho thai studies 
only men, will get the body of knowledge without 
the soul, And he that studies only books, the soul 
without the body. He that to what he sees, adds 
observation, and to what he readiS reflecUon, is ia 
the right road to knowledge, provided that, in scru- 
tinizing the hearts of others, he neglects not his own ; 
and, like the Swiss,* doubles his exertions abroad, 
that he may more speedily, profit by them at 
home.' 



No duels are palatable to both parties, except 
those that are engaged in from motiveis of re vengo. 
Such duels are rare in modem times, for law has 
been found as efficacious for this purpose as lead^ 
though not so expeditious ; and the. lingering tor- 
tures infiicted by parchment, a^ terrible as the more 
summary decisions of the pistol. In all afiaira of 
honour, excepting those where the sole motive is 
revenge,, it is curious that fear is the m^ ingre- 
dient. From fear we accept a challenge, and from 
fear we refuse it. From the false fear of opiniou 
we enter the lists, or: we decline to do so, from the 
real fear of danger, or the moral fear of guilt. 
Duelling is an evU that it will be extremely difficult 
to eradicate, because it would require a society 
composed of such materials as are not to be found 

* This pining to revisit their native land, peculiar to the 

Swiss, isT term^ Nostalgia, a word that signifies a strong 

desire to return. They have beeo-kaown even to cUe vrhmk 

this cannot be attained *) and ^ is xcpEcraLi^ieiXA.<&\^!^^<^ ^asxoA 

remedy that cures a Swiss, \a\\s a^co\.» 



^-Mftftitebffteia»8 lavwhiben l^miiig tbeir lesson 
f»7ihBiu^£(mt ihottsand year^, slnd it is high tim« 
•tfMl tbey should «iow. begin; ta teach .u$ something. 
Qan aay of the tri^ inform us why all the opera- 
lionet of* tiiie mind ^f^. carried o/i with undiminished 
•Ireiigth and a^vity in dreams, except .the'judg- 
tntot, which alone is. suspended and dohhant? 
Thii^ faxsulty of the miiad is in a state of total inef^ 
fieic^ey 'during dreamt ; let my man Carefully ex- 
inm^- his own qxperience on th;s subject, acid fie 
lidll &^lihat the* most 'glanng^4ncoingniitiies of time, 
&d. moai; palpable contradictions of place, ,and the 
gfOffiiest absurdiiier of circumstance, are most 
glibly swallowed down by the dreainer, without the 
slightest dissent or. demurrage of the judgment. 
The moment we ard wide awitke, the judgment 
4reassumes, her functions, and shocks us with sur- 
prise at a credulity that even in sleep .could recon- 
.cile such a tissue of inconsistencies, I remember 
rthat on conversing on this subjeot with a gentleman 
of no mean acquirement, he^nfonned me of a curi- 
cms • circumstance with respect to himself. He 
dreamed that he saw the funeral of an intimate friend, 
i^nd in the continuation of the same dream, he met 
"his dead friend walking in the streets, to. whom he 
impatted the* melancholy tidings without experien- 
cing, at the time, the remotest feeling as to the mon- 
fstrous absurdity of -the communioation ; neither 
"was his conviction of that event shaken, in the 
slightest degree, until he auroke, by this astounding 
proof of its falsehood The only plausible account 
that offers itself to my mind, as to the phenomenon, 
df this suspension of the judgment, seems to be 
this : all dreams are apiece of vivid painting to the 
mimrs eye : we clearly ^m»-^1 that vve dream about ; 
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there is ih> ckrobts ^nd of^ouTse iii) *€«5SOi|lil^, "(^ 
the panorama is before us, and adl 4te siibj^Gts Btm ' 
oeula subjects fideUhts* As all dreamSjSp fat a»^|- 
can recollect my own, or find out by inquiring uf 
others, seem to be produced "by vivid paintliigs>on . 
the mind's eye; ft wcmld "be a mattei^of y ery curiotfs 
inqmry of what forms, shapes, or figures, are Ae 
dreams of those eomposed who have been born 
blind ; do they evisr dreami and y th^ do/^Hi 
they -explain wh^t they have beei) dreaming-abom, . 
by any reference to outward objfects ^hich they 
have never seen ? I merely suggest those MUte.fcRP 
the use of those who have leisure and opportufl^. 
for such inxestigations. \ 

It is curious that some learned dunces, because 
they can write nonsense in languages ^ that aro 
dead, should despise those that" talk senile in !a^* 
guages that are living. *T6 acquire a few tongues,*' 
says a French writer, ' is the task of a few years/ 
but to be eloqnent iiione, is the labour of a life ' • 



In writing, we should be careful to. introduce no 
arguments that are controvertible ; argum^ts are- 
like soldiers, it is better to have a few -who, like the 
Spartans at Thernaopylae, are capable of jLefending 
a post, than a number like those myriads of Pefe-, 
sians that accompanied Xerxes, and that served 
only to ^well the trihrnph. and augment the fame H 
the victor. There is another reason why we should 
be careful to have u * corps elite' of good argu- 
ments> rather than to increase their number liy aii 
addition of any that are weak^ which is this : our 

*ijaid before thj^aiiihf9deyes,T--V&. 
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state of optimism, and this would be wbrthy of 
Grod ; but the means are a state of discipline, and 
this is fitting for man. 

One endowed with a moderate share of mathe- 
matical knowledge, might be capable of following 
Sir Isaac Newton through the rationale of many of 
his propositions, and would find him clear jsgoid irre- 
fragable in all of them. . But presently he comes 
to that philosopher's discovery of fluxions, the 
principles and deductions of which hap{)en to be 
beyond his comprehension; would it not be the 
height of presumption for such a^an to suspect 
Sir Isaac Newton of obscuritjr, rather than himself 
ctf incaps^city? But if this reasoning have any 
weight between one man and another, with how 
much greater power must it operate between man 
and his Maker ? Infidelity, alas ! is not always 
•built upon doubt, for this is diffident; nor philoso- 
phy always upon wisdom, for this is meek ; but 
pride is neither. The spoiled children of humsm 
science, like some other bantlings, are seen at times 
to spurn at the good ^at is offered, in a vain but 
boisterous struggle for the evil that is witiiheld. 



• No man can live or die so much for himself as he 
that lives and dies for others ; and the only great- 
ness of those little men who have conquered every 
thing but themselves, consists in. the steadiness 
with which they have overcome the most splendid 
temptations to be good, in consequence of their 
low schemes and grovelUng wishes to be powerful, 
like Napoleon, who — 

' Thouffh times, occasions, chances, foes and Mends, 
Urged him to purest fame, by noblest ends^ " 
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To euro us of our inanoderate ,1je>¥« of g^miW^ 
should seriously consider how nMjiy goods Chere * * 
are that money will? not purchase ^ and. these the. 
best; and how many eyils there are that money \yilj. 
not remedy, and these the worst. Ah -ancient phi-, 
losopher of Athens, where the property of the 
wealthy- was open to the confiscations of the 
informer, consoled him&elf for the' loss of his for-?, 
tune by th6 following jreflection : ' I have lost my 
money, and with it my cares ; fot wljeti I was rich^ 
I was afraid of every poor rtian, but-now that I aun 

poor,, every rich man is afraid of me. ^ 

» ^ " " .'■•■•■ - • ' 

* ■ . * ■ • - 

A ih6rough-j)3ced knave'wHl rarely quarrel with" 

one whom he can cheat. "^His revenge is plunder ; - 
therefore he is usually the most forgiving of beings^, 
upon the principle that if he cQiqe to an open rup- 
ture, he must defend hnnself, and ibis does*not suit 
a man whose vocation il is to keep his hands in the 
pockets of another. 



Ladies of fashion starVe their happiness to feeii- 
their vanity, and their love to feed their pride. 

— . " • •; • ^ ." . 

Great wit^ \vhb pervert their lalents to sap the 
foundottion of morality ,'have to answer for all tlw 
evil that lesser wits may. accomplish through their 
means, even to the end of tinie.' A. heavy load of 
responsibility,^ ^herb the mind is still alive to d». 
mischief, •when the haftd it anf mated ir dust.. M«1i 
of talent may Inake la; breach in morality at whbh-; 
men of none naay enfe* *, as a citadel may be ciirned 
by musk^ts> after a road has b^'en 'b«ittet5Bd out. for' 
them by cannon, ' * .• 
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Tiere is tbis of good in red evils,- thejy deliver us 
"tHlrle they last jtom the'j^etty despotism of all that 
/were iinaginary. 

There are many mo?al Aetaeons who are as miser- 
. ably devoured by objects of their, own choosing, as 
ivas the fabulous one by his Own hounds. 

Hfe thiEit threatens iis,^ not having the poweiL to 
iiairm us, would* perhaps do so if he "could ; but he 
that threatens, having the power,' is not much to be 

. feared. A man in a paroxysm of passion may ex- 
elaim: 'J would stab you if I had a sword!' and 
perhaps" b6 would be as gohd as his word; biit he 
mat has a' sword, will either use it without threaten- 

. ing, or threaten Without •using it. . 

'- Wolnen of ^superior acq\tirements, and of ster- 
iBig <]^aUficatiops," if they can so far forget them- 
sM^ves. as* to envy pretty fools the little attentions 
^ey receive from, prating coxcombs, adt as ab- 
surdly afif if they "were to begrudge .the fly her 

. pafampur, or the moth her may. Madame de 
'S^el, however,'ha8 often^ijeen heard to say that 
she woulJ-gladly have exchanged all the brightest 

" 4^alities of the mind for that wMchc niggard nature 
.had. denied her, t&e perishable but attractive beau- 
ties -Of the body^ Asentinaent, aftet all, more dis- 
creditable perhaps to our sex ihan to hejself. 

. A man who. succeeds to his father's reputation, 

must be greater -tjlan him to be considered as 

'great ; but he that succeeds to his father's riches^ 

win have to encounter no such deduction, 'the 

pi^ular opinion adds to oiir means, but diminishes 



^^ 
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our merits ; and it is *iAot sa imafe cole la brieve 
less than yoii liear with jrel^peet. to a malt's foi^limmf 
and m&re thaii you hear ^ith respe'et to jbis fa9i6^ 

Could aay nostrum be ^^eov^xed ihait wdtdd 
considerably leiigtben the Ufa of mto, this' specicms 
good, would be. a r^eal evil to the besfr int^refts df 
humanity, first, by ditmnishing the , value .of the 
reversions ot virtue, by |>pstp6ninj^ the period of ' 
their re^li^atiOu;^. and secondly ,'by^vi»g loageviij 
to the developmeYit, and permanence to the proAi^ 
perityof vice*. * 

Extemporaneous 'and oral harangues wiH:alwa3rs 
have this advantage over those that are read frottt 
a manuscript. Every burst of eloquenee oirspajsk 
of genius they may contain-, howevejr studied they 
may have been befordband, will appear to the 
audience to be the effect of the si^ddjen inspiratiOfi 
of talent. Whereas similar effbrtSr when i^ritten, 
although' they might *not cost the writ^ half ^ 
time in his closet, will never he apprecialied as anjr 
thing more than the' slow efforts of long stiipy kxkd 
laborious application ; ^,' o/tf&M»# 'o^pwk, etsi noh' 
chant ;^* and this circumstance it is that gives such 
peculiar success to a pointed reply, since the heat-* ' 
ers are certain, in this ca^e, that die' eloqtten^^ 
arises ex re nota, and that the brilliancy has .beeii 
elicited frcun' the ' eollision of another' mind,- aa 
rapidly as the spark froan the steel. 

■ I M l 

» ■■ > 

There can be no Christianity where theiSe is up 
charity ; but the censorious cuUivate the forms qC 

*7%nf:wiUsm£ll^f(nijtho!aghth€fcois$a^ 
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In women we love that wMch Is natural, we 
ddmire that whibh is acquired, and shun that which 
is artifieial. But a sjstem of edacation that com* 
bines the evil of alf, and gives us the good of nei- 
ther ; that presents us with the ignorance of that 
whieh is natural, without its artlessness, and the 
cunning o/ d)at which is ui;ificial^ without its 
acquirements ; that gives us little to admire, less to 
loVe^ and much: to despise ; is more calculated to 
procure the female a partner for the minuet than 
for themarriage, and for the ball than for the bed# 



«-*• 



" Time does as much for a firstrat^ poetj^ as for a 
firstrate painter, but in a very different manner^ 
The poet whose e^orts have established- his repu- 
tation, and whose oelebri^has gone down to after- 
ages, will receive a meed of renown even greater 
than he deserves, and that text of scripture will be 
verified as to his fame, which says : * To him that 
hath} shall be given.' Time, in fact, effects that 
for a fine pdem that dist£(nce performs for a fine 
vieWi When we look at a magnificent city from 
some height that is^bove it, and beyond it^ we are 
firnfiSiciently removed to lose sight of its little alleys^ 
blind lanes, and paltiy habitations ; we can discover 
nothing but its lofly spires, monuments and towers, 
its palaces, and its sanctuaries. And so it is with 
a poem, when we look back upon it thtough a long 
interval of time ; we have been in the habit of 
hearing only the finest passages, because these 
Only are repeated *f the flats and the failings, either 
we have not read or do not^remember. The finest 
passages of Milton or of Shakspeare can be re- 
hearsed by many who have never ^aded through 
all the pages of either. Dacier observed that 
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but not' ite> fiddlestick; the piqppet-skaw^btit not 
punch. ; . - 

■ ■ * 

How happens it that all men envy us our weahh, 
but that ho man envies us our hcaltn ? • The reason 
perhaps is 'this : it is very seldom that we can lose 
our wealth without sotne one being the better for 
it, by gaining that which we havo lost ; but no one 
is jealous of us on account of our health, because 
if we were to lose that, this would be a Joss .that 
betters no one. 

Some men are very entertaining for a £urst inter- 
view, but afler that they are exhausted, and run 
out ; on a second meeting we shall find them very 
fiat and monotonous; like hand-organs, "^e have 
heard all their tunes ; but unlike those instruments, 
they are not new-barrelled so easily. 

He that' has energy enough in his constitutkHr to 
root out a vice, should go a little farther, and try to 
iplant a virtue in its place; otherwise he wiU hare 
his labour to renew ; a strong soil that has prodiu^ 
weeds, may b& made to produce wheat with far 
less difiiculty than ittvould cost tq make it produce 
nothing. 

Would morality sufl^r more from a.philbsopher 
who, like Arcesilaus^ decried it by his words, but 
supported it by his deeds ; or from him who, like 
Aristippus, gave sobriety his praise, but sensuality 
his practice ? Some preceptors, perceiving this 
dilemnia, have run upon both the horns of it, in 
endeavouring to escape them, aj^d have taught us 
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wbftive ought to do by tHeir precept, and what 

we Ought not to do by their example. ' 

■II if . - 

When we are in the tsompany of aem^ible men, 
we ought to be doubly cautiioui^ of talking too much; 
lest we lose two good things, their goiod opinion 
and.oiir own improvement, and discing one thing 
which had better have been concealed, our self- 
sufficiency; fo^ what we have tP say we know> 
but what they have to say, we know not. 

Pride either liads a desert, or makes one ; Sub- 
mission cannot tame its ferocity, nor satiety fill its 
vojracity, and it requires very costly foodr-rits 

keeper's happiness. 

• -■ '^'- -,,-,. — 

Love is an alchymist that can transjnut'e ptdson 
into food — and a spamel, that prefers even punish*^ 
ment from one hand, to caresses' front another. 
But it is in love, as in w«r, we ate often toore 
indebted for our success to the wes&ness of the 
defence, than to the energy of the attack; for 
mere idleness, has ruined more women than pas- 
sion, vanity mofe than idleness, and credulity more 
than either. •- 



- Calumny crosses eceans, scales mountains, and 
traverses deserts, with greater* ease than the Scy- 
tMan Abani»,'and Hke him, rides ujpon a poisoned 
arrow. . . 



It is pleasant enough for a by-stander who hap- 
pens to be in the secret, to note the double decep- 
tidn, and the reciprocal hypocrisy that is constantly 
going on between the young and- the old, in fliis 
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wicked and troMiiory world. The young are ee6^ 
stantly paying eveiy)und oi attention to tke okl; 
without feeling the slightest esteem, and the old 
are as constantly levying t}te disccrontof their post 
dbit9 fromthe young without intending the smallest 
remu;neration, I remember a rich old gentlemaa 
at college) who ccmstantly edlcidated the 9tate .of 
his health by the rise and Ml of these mercenary 
attentions. Som<i little time before he diedj his 
> physician would fain' have persuaded him that ho 
was much better ^Ai would not do, he had just dis* 
eovered,' he said, 'hiatal symptoms in his own 
cascf-^-^Aretf presentSy iand three visits in &M dmf^ 
from bis dear friend Mr, H. * • 

Evils in the journey of rlife, aYe ISte the hills 
which alarm travellers upon their road ; ^ey.both 
sippear great at a distance, but when we approa^"^ 
them, we £ndtbiat ^ey are far less msurmountable 
than we had cdnceivedk 



If a m^ could make gold, he would in^ir a 
double danger, first from his own avarice, and 
secondly from the avarice of QtheV rusen. The 
first would make him*ii sla^e, ex the seoond jel pii- 
soner ; for princes and potentatos would think a 
goldmaker a very convenient member of tlusir 
exchequer ; and4u» there wCfoHA be very little chance ^ 
of his dismissal, they woidd.tako;> care that be 
should^not enjoy a sinecure 0ace. 

. ' ■ ■ • ■ - ^ 

In the preface* to Ljkooi?, 1 have observed that 
there are but two mode§L to obtain celebrity in a»* 
thorship, discovery, &t conquest. Discovery^ l^ 
saying wh^t oone^others have eaid, with this pro- 
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vm}, thflt it b© true as well as new ( arid conquest, 
by saying whkt oth^s have said, but with more 
ptnnt, brevity and brightness. To demand that any 
.writer, be kis powers or calibre what it may, 
should' avail: himself of no materials whatever, ex- 
cept those that arise out of his own resources and 
invention, is as unjust and extravagant as it would 
be to insist that a Michael Angelo or a Canova 
should have no credit for a statue because they did 
not create* the block of marble from which it was . 
produced. ■ . ■ 



* Quies dulce- est digito monstrari et dicier hie est,^\ 

Pericles overrated the paltry distinction, if he 
were so pleased as we are told he was, by being 
pointed out to a stranger in the streets of Athens ; 
for the very same thing happens every day ia Lon- 
don to Cribb the champion. Yet London is a far 
superior city to Athens, tmd Cribb a far inferior 
man to Pericles. 



There are some horses full of figure, that bend 
the knee, plant the hoof, and throw in their haunches 
40 admiration, but with all these qualifications they 
possess little or no speed, cannot carry weight, 
and when put to the proof, are hollow beat by 

* Readers of taste and candour will perceive the drift of 
this article, and apply it, if not according to my hopes, 
assuredly according to my deserts. I aln certain it is a 
very easy thing to find mult with-'^ -^ork embracing so 
nlan}r topics as this which I have attempted, and I am ajs 
certain that jX would be a very useful thing to produce 
something sinular, but superior ; I shall most fl-eely for- 
give the one, to those who shall aecbmpiis'h die other. 

t : To whom 'tis swed^ 

Wken-gazers^^poifUtngy whisper ^ ^ It is he.' — Pub. 

39* 
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gteeds of far less slio^ acquirements* By ike 
gentlemen on the turf, knowing in hoKseiOiesh, these 
animals are significantly ienaedfieU^ccUehers. This 
term should not he monopolized hyvquadnqpfdds ; 
and there is. a lacge room in the vicinity 4»f West* 
minster, where some &tpeJf. maybe both heaid and 
seen, who, as they possess all the qualities staked 
above, ought hot be denied the deiugnalibn. 



Some men commence life in a career ef bofiesty, 
but meet with so many disappointments that they 
are obliged to disrobethemselves of their ccmseience 
for fear it should grow as threadbare as their coal, 
' Declinant cursus, aurumque ^o^ibile toUunt,^* TYaa 
is a degradation that will happen to most men wl^ose 
principles are rooted only on earth, unrefi^eshed by 
the dews of heaven. Such men begin . well, hut 
end ill ; like a certain lawyer who^on being asked 
why he defended so many bad causes, replied that 
he did so because he had 'lost- so many good ones. 



It has often struck me that nM>st of those argu- 
ments which are adduced as pregnant with conso- 
lation under our misfortunes, are not an alleViadon 
but an aggravation of our ills^ and that they derive 
what litUe efficacy they possess, solely from our 
selfishness. Thus, if our friends can prove to , ns 
that ,the calamity imder which we labour is wlutt 
all are liable to,. that none will in the end be 
exempted from it, and that many others are now 
actually sufiecing uAder it ; these melancholy tru- 

• • "^ . . 

* TJiey shun ike race, and sljaich the dippery gdd^^^PmL 
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isms, which arc so constantly urged aa matters di 
consolation, ought rather, to a benevolent mind, to 
be .a matter of regret, unless indeed we have the 
fedings of a Herod, who ordered many noble Jews 
to be executed at his death, that he height make 
8«;ure of some companions in calamity. Th^re 
would indeed be something in sych reasoning, if it 
could be proved tha.t an evil is diminished in weight 
by. being put on inany shoulders ; but if life is. a 
campaign wherei no man's knapsack is one jot the 
lighter because his comrade bears one too. My 
fever is not diminished, because I suffer it in aa 
hospital, nor my. plaguoj because I linger in alaza* 
retto. Because thousands have died, in the bloom 
of youth, I am not the less unwilling to undertake 
the same journey in th§ matuijty of manhoo.d. If * 
indeed my friends cite instances of those who have 
borne calamities similar to my owj), with fortitude 
and tesignatioq, this indeed is a proper topic on 
which to. insist, and we have a right to rejoice, 
not because tAj^y- had the. same calamities, but 
because they have borne them. well. But after all^ 
I fear it must be admitted that our self-love is too 
apt to draw some consolation even from so bitter a 
source as the calamities of others ; and I am the 
more inclined to think so when I consider the con- 
verse of this proposition^ and i:eflect on what takes 
place within, us with respect, to our pleasures. 
The sting of our pains is diminished, by the. assu- 
rance that they are common to ail ; bu^ from feel- 
ings equally egotistical,, it unfortunately happens 
that the zest and relish of our pleasures is height- 
ened by the contrary consideTation,namely that they 
are confined to ourselves. This conviction it are that 
ticldbs the palate of the epicure, that inflames the 
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caterer by tetail-; nor the lawyer, his solicitor^g^iie-' 
tal ; nor the undertaker, his master of the ward- 
robe ; nor the priest, his chamberlain and privy- 
counsellor,' eten his truest mimon and prime syco- 
phant, the dexton, who has spent his whole life in 
hiding his bad deeds ffom the world, and conceal^ 
ing his deformities, is at last consigned to the bed 
of -clay, with hiSoWn sh«yel, and this by the hands 
of some younger favourite, who succeeds alike to 
his salary and his sentence, his department ancl hi9 
doom» 



The mmpr miseries supermduced by fashion/ 
that queen of fools, can hardly' be conceived by 
those who live in the present day, when conunon 
sense is invalidating every hour the authority of 
this silly despot, and conjOTming* the rational dicr^ 
tatos of comfort. The quantum of tmeasiness 
forced upon lis by these absurdities, was no small 
drawback /from the sum total of that happiness 
allotted to the little life of man ; for small miseries^ 
like small debts, hit us in so many places, and meet 
us at sO many turns and corners, that what they 
want in weight they make up in number, and ren-' 
der it less hazardous to stand the fire pf one cannon- 
ball, than a volley composed of such a shower of 

intrusion of the ghosts of their patients : their doors were $o 
besieged by the spectres of the dead, that there wa^tio ©a- 
trance for the living. It was observed that a sitfglti phy=- 
sician of no repute, and living very obscurely, was iocoin- 
moded witli only one of these unearthly visiters j all Madrid 
flocked to him, and he got all the fees, until his brother 
practitioners promulgated the unfortunate discovery, that 
this single ghost was, when alive^ the only patient that ever 
cojasulted hjjn. , 
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]^er, ought we io wonder if the respective parties 
mutually misunderstood each. other, since on these 
pafti:Gular terms, each is his o.wii lexicographer, and 
prefers his own* etymologies" to the industry of a 
Skinner, »the Teal learning of a Junius, or the 
assumed authority of a Johnson 1 

iPhilosophy is a bully that talks very loud, when' 
the darig;er is at- a distance, but the moment she is 
hard pressed hy the enemy, she is not to* be foiind 
at her post, but leaves the brunt of the battle to be 
borne by her humbler, but steadier comrade, Reli- 
gion, whom on all other occasions she affects to 
despise. 

There are many that despise half the world ; but 
if there be^ any that despise the whole df it, it is 
because the other half despises them. ' 

The man of pleasure should moire properly be 
termed the man of pain ; like Diogenes, he pur- 
chases repentance at the highest price, and sells 
the richest reversion for the poorest reality. 

Who tor the rapst part are they, that would have 
all limnkind look' backwards > instead of forwards, 
and regulate thpir ponduct by things that have been 
done I Those who arc tire most ignorant as tojaU 
things that are doing. Lord Bacon said, time is 
the ^atest of innovatoi:ss he might also have, said, 
^.the greatest of improvers ; £ind I like Madame de 
Stael'fi observation on this subject, <iuite as well as 
Lord Bacon's ; it is this : ^that past, which is so 
presumptuously brought forward as a precedent for 
the present, was rtseSf founded on an alteration of 
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some past that went before it ;' and y^t there are 
not a few grown cMldren of the present day; that' 
would blubber and pout at any attempt tq deliver 
them from the petticoat govenimfent and apron- ' 
sttring, security of their good great gxanditiother — 
Antiquity. ^ 

There is a hardihood of. effrontery, which. wiU, 
underlhany circuflistanc^s, supply the -place of 
courage, as impudence has someUmes passed cur- 
rent for wit. Wilkes had miich t>f'the fitst, and 
Mirabeau ef the second. He received chs^lenge 
aflter .challenge, but unlike Wilkes, he accepted 
none of- them, and contented himself wjth merely 
noting down the names of the parties in his pocket- 
book. * It is- not fair,' he would say, *that.a man of 
talent,,like myself, should Jbe exposed to blockheads 
like these.' It would seem that he had argued 
himself into the same kind of ^If-importance with 
Rousseau, who came to this very disintere.sted 
conclusion, that it was incumbent jupon him to take 
the utmost possible care of Jean Jacques' for the 
good of society. 

We devote the activi^ of pur youth to revelry,, 
and the decrepitude of. our age to, repentance ; and 
we .finish the farce by beq;ueathing our dead bodies 
tor the chancel, which, when living, wje interdicted 
frojn the church. . • • 



^Charles Fox said that restorations w^ere the most 
bloody of alP revolutions ; and he might have added, 
that refonnations are the best mode of preventing; 
Vhe necessity of either. ' 
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. Some meii will a4mit of orlf two ^orts of excel- 
lence, that which they, can equal, and what ^^ey 
tj^rm a still, higher,, that which they can surpass; 
as^ to those efforts that beat them, they woiiid deny 
the e^stejnce of such, .ratherr than acknowledge 
their own • defeat,. They are dazzled by the rays 
of genius, and provoked at their inability to arrive 
^t it ; therefore, like those . idolators that live, too 
fat from 'the temple, they form and fashion' out; a 
little leaden image of their own, before which they 
fall down and worship. 



- Age and love associate, not ; if they are ever 

alliedf the firmer the friendship, the more fatal is 

its termination ; and an old man, like si spider^* 

can never make lov<^, without beating his own 

death watch. 



The interests of society oflen render it expedient 
not to utter the whole truth, the interests of science 
never : for in this field we have much more to fear 
from the deficiency of truth, than ftgm its abun- 
dance. Some writers, and even on subjects the 
most abstruse, write so as to be understood by 
others ; firstly, because they understand them- 
8eLves,|ind secondly, because they withhold nothiiig 
from the reader, but give him all tla&t they them-< 
selves possess. For I have before observed, that 
clear ideas are much more likely to produce clear 
expressions, than clear expressions are to call. Out; 

♦ It may not be genecally known that the male spider is 
supplied with a little bladder^ some what.similar to a drum, 
ai^thatticljing- noise which has been termed the death- 
watch, is nothing more than Ihe ?bund he makes upon his 
liltle apparatus, in order to serenade and alliJre his mistress. 



,^e consume.-* ^^ p.-PftU*'iS 

obi^cuon <*,?'*^{1« the load. /-S. ^^^ me a 

T^umorouB anec^ . ^^ ^\ia «t^eUbrigade to 
the above P«»*"r^4 despatcbed »J^^; Boge? , a 

tiece of »o^"^ J?^,^ wtotevet ^be b°^»^aent.' Out 

tW money •>'?*. fi„aiog bimaett m ^ 
fMWnate Baidoip , . f I.coittwri««ia» 

he was ion* OA*- 
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H^(tc(aA6§, i^ yfr^ qbit it with regfet j »hd we niak« 
op dtfr rtiinas ^ety night ta leaVe ft earty,i)^ we 
fttttke fep 6^t bo(Heii( ^vfery intl)ming to keejj) it fete. 



^ * Evertere dofnus tolas dptahiih'us ipsis, 
Diifadhs* 

Nothing is more frequent than the verification of 
thi« Eneof tbe'satirist ; and our histofy is little moixe 
than an exempliEcation of the truth it contains. Wkh 
toU an4 tscmbley danger aM ~ difficulty^ we pass buy 
lives either in putsuing evil, under the sembl^ee 
of good, 01^ of fleeing ^ood, under the s^mft^aiice 
of evil ; desirihg that which we <aight ib dread, 

Sinclair, in his remarks on longevi^, discover^c^ ihtii it was 
incompatible with every walk of life, with ev^fy p^oiessioaj 
habit, or occupation, save and except the peculiar cases of 
tfaobe engaged in manufactories of articles of a^elet^riouil 
and destructive nature v as, for uistance,> the axydtzing of 
some, of the metals. Old mep-| it Woidd seefn^ were to be 
foimd a^ngst those who had travelled and those who ha4 
never beeh out of their own parish. Excess tiould b'rodvU:^ 
lier veleransj no kss than temp^ance, sin6e s6m^ h^Akepi 
6^ the grim tyraifit by libations of ^ine, as SUccei^UUy as 
bth^i^ m potations of water, sind some by ^otoiot^ l^paca« 
fione^ of brahdy and of gin, seem to hav^ Kept' on jtheir 
tttdiMdli^ to the land of spirits, tn short, h ajpp^red thai 
maot,' who agreed ia scarcely tth^ thing ^ey agreed in 
having, attaint longevity, fiut there were pniy two c|uesi 
^ions, m Which they all agreed, and these t^p (juestions^ 
.^hett put, Were alwajrs answered in the affinnative,by thei 
eldest of &ose Qreenwijch and^ Chelsea pbnsi;oners to whom 
they wejTe proposed. The qu^ions were thUs : were Vow 
diescended from parents of good stamina 1 ^ikd^Mvetfou Seen 
in tkehoHt of early rising 7. Early rising, thereiore, not 
^ly friyes:tis nlore fife in the sime number of our years^ 
MKt adds lUcewise to their number : and not only enabled 
^ to enijoy more of existence in the same measure of tiine^ 
0Ut increases also her measure. % 
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and dreading that which we ought to deso-e ; eio- 
bracing that which turns out a toiment, and aroid^ 
ing that which would become a cure. The reason 
is to be found- in our own canity, whi^ch dictate? 
unto us, that tv^e are wiser thMi nature, or nature's 
; God ; who nevertheless can humble us in spite of 
all our pride, foil us in spite of all our wisdom^ bul 
,^. who can also, in spite of all our presumption, pardon, 
f and in spite of all our folly, save us. Pilgrimages 
were performed, masses were muttered, and solemn 
supplications made, ' to ensure a male heir .to the 
second James : ,the prayers of the righteous pre- 
vailed, and no true Catholic doubted of the cause. 
But what was the consequence ? this heir, the ob- 
ject of the father's fondest hopes; and fervent 
prayers, proved his ruin ; for this eveat united the 
whole kingdom in the firmness ^f despair against 
the monarch. The nation was prepared to tolerate 
a Catholic ascendency for i\\& life of Janies, but 
they now saw in the gift of an heir, all hopes of a 
Protestant succession blasted and withered before 
their eyes ; the people rallied and the monarch 
fled. If we were inclined to come nearer to our 
awn times, for an elucidation of the positions stated 
above, we might affirm that a matrimonial con- 
nexion with the proudest and the oldest dynasty ia 
Europe, was an event which Napoleon might have 
been at first suspected to have indulged in,Tather 
as a gaudy creatui'e of his imagination, than either 
the legitimate object of his ambition, or the attain*' 
able idol of his hope. It was realized ; but our 
adventurer soon found, like^him who sighed for 
Juno, that in possessing himself of the royal dame, 
he had embraced a /cloud, fraught with darkness 
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egotitm tliat \^ tmicidal, and has a double-edge, 
^'Ctits^ himself afffroin the truest pleasure here, and 
^ highest happiness hereafter. Some fanpy that 
they mak^ all matters right by cheating Uieir rela'- 
tions, and leaving all their ill-gotten wealth ta some 
j^btio, in0titull<nL !• have heard a story of his 
iiatanic majesty, that he was ofi^ day sittiiig on his 
throne of state, with soime /bf his prime 'ministers 
attending him, when a certain imp, just arrived 
from his mission to this nether, world, appeared 
before him. 'Sirrah,' said he, * you have heen 
long absent froi^ lis :- what news from above ?' * I 
have been attending^ aiid pleas^ your maj'esty, the 
deathbed of a miBer,and I have'putit into his head 
to leave, all his imofiense wealth to charitable insti- 
tutions.' ' Indeed,' said the 'sable monarch, * and 
caU yoii this attending to my^interest ? I.am afraid 
we shall lose him.* * Fear not,' said the imp, 'for 
he has made no restitutions y and has -also many 
starving relatives ; but if we were so unlucky, we 
ar« sure, after all, to be gainers, for I also instilled 
it into his mind to appoint twelve' trustees, iand your 
majesty may safely reckon upon every soul of them 
to a man. . / . 



* Omne simile non est idem,'* rs an s^xiom which 

men of powerful imagins^ons ought to keep con- 

staittly in view ; for in mental optics thbse do not 

.always see the farthest who have* mounted the 

highest, and imaginationt has scmietimes blinded 

* Everf thiiig like is not the same. — Pxjb. 

t Wit also will sometimes bribe the judgment to a-faise 
decision, and make us inclined to say wnaf is brilliant, 
rather than what is true ; and to aim at point rather than at 
propriety. Voltaire was once desired by a poet to criticise 
a tragedy h6 Imd written. He prefaced his request by say- 
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[lie'jjjdgirient, rather than sliarpeOi$d i|»»entoeiiw 
Minds of 'tliis kind li3tve been l>eautifiilly compart, 
to those angels described in .the Revelation, wto 
bid their cye^ with their M?i/i^5. / -- 

SomiB conversions have failed, not for any wan| 
of faith in the convert^ but for a deficiency of thai 
article in .the converter ; and wheii mattera hai^ 
been brought to the point, it has be^n discovered 
that the disciple was ready to perform his part of 
the cereinony, provided the master were equally so 
to perform his. I remember iiaying somewherei 
read a story of a c^tain lady ip Itafy, who being of 
the Prptestant faith, was about to be united in mar* 
riage ',to a papist. Great paijos yvbie taken to worli 
her conversion ; at length, she consented to tak^ 
the holy sacrament according to the ritual of th© 
church of Rome, provided the making-up and maa- 
^facturing of the wafer to be used on this ceremony 
were allowed her. This was granted : and wheu tto 
priest had finished the consecration, she soleinnly 
asked him if he firmly believed that the act of con- 
secration had transformed those elements inta the 
real body of Christ? He replied there could not be 
the shadow of- a doubt of it. * Then,' said she, * I 
am ready to swallow them if you will only set mer 
the e^^ample, but must cgindidly inform you,' addeii 
shcj ' thatBtefore the miracle of transubstantiatiou 

ihg that he knew the value of this philosopher's time, an^i 
therefore Jhe requested him to express his candid opinion in" 
the .shortest manner. Unfortunately our tragedian had 
Written the single word Mu at the. bottom of his piece, and 
our merciless critic confined his whole criticism iaerely to 
scratching ^ut the letter w, thus Pi. NeverUiele^'s, the 
tragedy did not deserve so severe a -sentence j but thewjt 
was too great a temptation. ... • • . • - 
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rmS^t wonld.Paris have been disgraced by jtidi- 
oial murders, conducted by such a wretch as 
Robespierre, who had nothing brave about him 
hot the boldness with which he believed in the 
.want of that quality in others. These things are, 
if possible, more degraiding to the people that per- 
mit them, than to the parties that perform them, 
aaid-that era' which was termed the reign of terror, 
has been more fitly . designated, as Hhe reign of 
^ctoardice,* 



It has-been asked whether we are.in the dotage, 
or the infancy of science. A question that involves 
its own answer; not in the infancy, because we 
have learnt much; not in the dotage, because we 
have much to learn. The iact is, we are in a 
highly progressive state of improvement; and it 
is astonishing, in how geometrical a ratio the march 
of knowledge proceeds. Each new discovery 
affords fresh light to guide -us to the exploration of ^ 
another, until all the dark comers of our ignorance 
are visited by the rays. Things apparently obscure, 
have ultimately illustrated even those that are obvi- 
ous ; thus the alch)nnist, in his very failures, has 
enlightened the chymist ; and the visionary astro^ 
loger, though constantly false id his prophecies, ' 
as to those little events going on upon the earth, 
has enabled the astronomer truly to predict those 
great events that are taking place in the heavens. 
Thus it is that one experiment diffuses its sparks 
for ther examination of a second, each assisting 
each, and all the whole. Discussion and investi- 
gation are gradually accomplishing that for the 
intellectual light, which refraction and reflection 
Jiave ever done for the solar ; and it is now \sa>j3s>k^^ 
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acting upon liVpofensy ; a land of douUe duping, 
where pretenders jnirstie Tirtue that they esteem 
not, for the sake of praises whieh those who profier 
iralue not. Thus, according to hip, in^ead of 
feeling any gratitude for- those who have lost dioir 
lives in the service of their' country, dur feelings 
ought rather to he those of pity and contempt for 
bein^ so weak as to permit the love of glory- to 
overcome the love of. life; In conformity to- this 
system, he asserts that all the .Virtues are nothing 
more ths^n the political ofi^ring that flattery begets 
upon pride. Were siieh a system to be general, 
with 5fachiavelli for cmr tutor, and MandeviHe for 
our moralist,- we might indeed deny a heaven, but 
if we denied a ^beH, it would, not be for want of- a 
prototype upon earth. Mr. Hume, on the- Other 
hand, seems inclined to make utility the test oFvut* 
tue ; and this doctrine he has urged so- Speciously 
as to draw 4fter him * a third part of. the host if 
heaven,^ Paley has been in some degree seduced, 
but Paley's authority is on the decline. If one were 
disposed to. banter such a doctrine, by pursuing up 

its conclusions to the absurdities to which they 

• - 

absurdity of their doctrines is usually in piroporticin fi»>their 
atrocity. I would have them read, notwithstanding, and 
promulgated and examined, and would giv^ them: all p<^i- 
Die fair play. I am/rertain |(lvisis the most emcacious ixiMe 
of satisfying ourselves how much more powerful their 
names are, than their jjeife. I shall be toldthat there "are 
moments when these men evince great strength. of i^ind, 
as there are times when madmen evince great strength of 
body; but one is the strength of error, and the other of 
disease. Now we shut up the ope, and clap a strait - 
waistcoat upon himj and!^ I would give the other all 
possible liberty,^ for the more they are seen and kntnoi^ 
the fewer converts they will have, and the Ijjss mischief 
they will dio/ - ^ 
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benefits -of both, have been respectively lo^t 
to- each, by their raacorous eoatentiens about 
them. _ 



jjt is a d^g^iroua experimeiU to call in gratitude 
aa an ally tolcwe. Love is a debt^ wMchindinaf 
tioii always pays, obligation never; and nhe. mo- 
ment it becomes lukewarm and evanescent, rettu- 
loscenceson the score of gratitude serve only:to 
'Smolhef the flame by increasing the fuel. 

.Subtlety will sometimes ^ve safety, no less 
than ftren^h ; and minuteness haa sometimes 
escaped, where magnitude .would have been crush- 
ted. The Ihtle animal that kills the Boa, is for- 
midable chiefly from its insignificance, which is 
incompressiUe by the folds of its antagonist. . 

• It would be better for society if the memory of 
tbejgi^v were transferred to the receiver, and the 
ebkrioUs Ibrgetft^ness of the olbliged were con- 
signed to the breast of him that confers the obli- 
gation. ' ' - 

Tile pride of ancestry is a superstructure of the 
most imposing iTeight, but resting on the most 
fliliisy foundation. It^is ridiculous enough to 
observe the hauteur with •trhich the .old nobility 
look down on the new. The reason of this puzzled 
me a little, until I began^ to. reflect that most titles 
are respectable, only because they are old ; if new^ 
tliey would be despised, because all those who 
|M^ adiaire the grandeur of the stream, would see 
nothing -but the impurity of the source. But a 
govi^ment that is jpjore and paterck^V, ^w&&'^'s^ *^^«^ 
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creed, and td avoid it, divides self-love into two 
ordersr, a higher and a lower, a sensual and a spi- 
ritual; and labours to convince us thai his higher 
order of self-interest is compatible with "virtue, ^e 
lower not. * He ^veis us an Hnstantia cntcis,** the 
case of the juryman who Was resolved rather to 
perisli th^ permit the conviction of another man, 
for a inurder which he himself had perpetrated. 
But that knowledge which is necessary, is seldonx 
abstruse, and for all practical purposes, conscience 
is the best casuist, and to do as we would be done 
by, the safest rule. I believe the worst man that 
ever existed, ne\%r committed a bad action without 
some compunction, nor a good one without some 
delight, and lie that would persuade us that both 
are indifferent, would approximate us nearer, to the 
brute froni our insensibility, than to the ^ilosopher 
from our stoicism. Human nature may grovel, bujt 
it can also spar. We see a mail deiiy himself to 
gratify others, forget himself to remember others, 
endanger hims'elf to rescue others, and lastly die, 
that others may live. Are we after this to sub- 
scribe to the mOrali&t, and write this character down 
a selfish being, because he sought all his delights 
and gratifications in being the source and the dis- 
tributor, to others, of both ? . 



Death is the liberator of him ^hpm freedoin 
cannot release, the. physician of him whom medi- 
cine cannot cure, aiid the comforter of him. whom 
time cannot x^nsole. 

sentiment to escape. Mm, in a confidential letter to a friend 
*a man avis le sang d^vai sevl howme est d^ufk plus gran prvs 
gue-lalilferkd^Unil'U osfKTthuilmi^^^ 
* TAe experiment ofthe crossr^'t^3is» 
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fanfcy^'Ve Reserve all the goods that others possess ; 
£«l¥}r» ;^b^ aojne should be adooired, while we are 
oi^erlooked ; aod Hate,. because aU that is bestowed 
OQ (A^Xj, duxHuisl^ the sum that we think due to 
ourselves. 



It is far more easy to piiU down, than to build 
up, and to destroy than to preserve. Revolutions ' 
have on this account been falsely supposed to be 
fertile of great talent ; as the dregsi rise to the top, 
during a fermentation, and the lightest things are 
carried highest by the whirlwind. And the prac- 
tice of this proposition bears out the theory; for 
demagogues have succeeded tolerably well in mak- 
ing ruins; but the moment they begin to build 
anew from the materials that they have overthrown, 
they have often been uselessly employed with 
regard to others, aiid more often dangerously with 
regard to themselves. 

Fracta compage ruehant.^* 

Df present fame think little, afid of future less. 
The praises that we receive after we are buried, 
like the posies that a,re strewn over our graves, 
may be gratifying to the living, but they are nothing 
to the dead ; the dead are gone, either to a place 
where they hear them not, or where, if they do, 

thciy will despise them. 

\- ^ 
.1 . 

We strive as hard to hide our^ hearts from our- 
8ye)ve9, as from others, aad always with more suc- 
cess: ibr in deciding upon our ow^ case, we are 
both judge, jury,- and executioner', and where 

* The hands being broken the structure feU. — Pvb. 



V 



446 . LACdN. 

and evit not i^ necessanr and unavoidable as to 
patalyze lA with desponcfeiacy. . 

I hsYG Strong doubts as to the pernyLSSfon ^f 
those phenomena that have been^ernaed ^lifpematti- 
ral, since the era of the apostles* aij^^if there, be 
any who think they have wiihesised such things, 
they should reflect that there is this hazard iti di- 
vulging them — they voluntarily wedge themselveg 
up iiito the very awkward dilemma of being cotj- 
sidered either as liars or fools. To withhold our 
assent to such things if we have witnessed thetn is 
difficult ; but to give* our assent toihem because th^y 
have been witnessed by others, is absurd. In'tSis 
latter case, the reasoning of Dr. Hume will apply, 
and is conclusive against all such phenomena sub- 
sequent to the era stated above,; for here, we trust 
not to experience, but to testimonj', and it is con- 
trary to our experience that such superhuman ap- 
pearances should, be true, but' it is'not contrary to 
our experience that the human testimony by which 
they are supported,^ should be false. ^ I know not 
which is'most detrimental to the happiness orina'n- 
kiiid : to believe in such things if they have nfiter 
"happenedyor to disbelieve them if they ha^e. 0m 
it is<)bvious that to deny them, even in opposition 
to our ovm experience, would savour less strongly 
of presumption, than to admit them on the bare fes^ 
timony of others, would of weakness ; and the ad- 
vocates of supernatural appearances haying- hap- 
pened in modern times, are sure to be in the mi- 
nority, not only as to number, Jiui also as to weighit. 

^ Early impressions a*e not easily erased ;;*the 
virgin wax is faithful io x\iQ ^^^x^^wsi suhseo^tteBt 
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«^ can trace it only in man; in man it may be 
iK^jmdi under various modifications, but mostly in a 
very infantine and imperfect state, having much 
j^ore to do ;virith probabilities than with certainties, 
whether it enable the peasant to foretel a storm, or 
the philosopher an echpse. Forekno\^ledge, there- 
fore, as it exists in man, can' extend its views no 
farther into time, as compared with eternity, than 
the snail his horns into space, as compared with 
infinity. But to attribute the faculty of foreknow- 
ledge to God,, this I conceive is todegprade rather 
than to. exalt him : that which is past, and that 
which is to come, are both to him one dternal now: 
he sees every thing, he ybre-ycej. nothing, for futii- 
rity itself is pres^em with him. Before or after, 
far or near, above or below, these are all intelligible 
terms, when applied to things created, and which 
exist in time and in space ; but these termis apply 
not to the omniscient, self-existent, eternal, and 
omnipresent Creator. To admit thfe omnipresence 
of God in space, but to deny his omniscience in 
time, is to half dethrone him. All ideas therefore 
of succession as to time, and of distance as to 
space, relate not unto God, but unto man. God is 
at once, ^ first, last, midst, and without end ;' and 
time itself is but a drop in that ocean of eternity, 
which he alone both fills and comprehends. All 
things therefore are present to Him ; the motive no 
less than the moment, the action no less than the 
man. . To a being that is onmipresent in time,, all 
future actions may be looked upon as done: they 
are seen therefore because they are done, not done 
because they are seen ; and if this be true, it follows, 
that foreknowledge^ as applied to God, with its 
necessary deduction ; foreordination, as applied to 
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man^ with all its iame conclusioas and libeHk^ 
cotKeqnences, falls a baseless fabric to the grotaii. 

Ignorance lies at the bottom of all human l^otOw^ 
ledge, and the deeper we penetrate, the n&Mr we 
arrive raito if. For what do we trulyinow, ojr Hrhat 
can we clearly affirm, of any one of hose impop' 
tant things upon which all our reasonings muse of 
necessity be bnill— ^time.and space, life and desA, 
matter and mind ? Of mattei* and. of mind^ on^ 
philosopher has no less absurdVy^ than irrcfutal)ly^, 
proved the non-existence of the first, and ^oussChds 
have attempted to prove the annifailaition of !h6 
last. Common sense however punishes aH depiLi'* 
tures from her, by forcing those who reb'ci agiuwist 
her, into a desperate war with all facts and expe^ 
rience, and into a civil war still m6ft terrible, wit^ 
each other and- with themselye:) ,* for we i^etain both 
our bodies and our souls, in spilfe of the skeptics/, 
and .find, ' * 

* That parts destroyed diminish not the ^hole, 
Though Berkley take the body, Huifiie- the scnil^' 

But it isr not to be wondered at, ifhat those work* 
ttietr should blunder who know so little' of {Utett 
tools, and that untenable theories, shouldxbe the 
consequence of building by ruIeiS' whoif^ fiiiinci^^Iet 
are erroneous, and with materials, whoS^ P^^'&^^ 
ties are not understand; for- the tower dt Bab^I' i$ 
not the only monument of huthan pritf6, thatf has 
failed from human ignorance. Alas! wh^lfiisnttUitt 
I Whether he be deptived of that fight ^Bib&^ is firotn 
on high, or whether he discard it, a M^il axiittetoy 
bling creature; standing on time, that 6leak attd 
narrow isthmus between two eteriiilSes, he se)^^ 
nothing but impenetrable dai^kness on Ae (melittttify^^ 
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mA &ubt, distrust, aad conjecture still more per- 
plexing, on the other. M6st gUdly would he take- 
an observation, as to whence he has come, oar 
whither he is going ; alas \ he has not the means : 
lus telescope is too diip, his compass too wavering, 
his plummet too short. Nor is that Httle spot, his 
present state, one whit more intelligible, since it 
may prove a quicksand that may sink in a moment 
from nis feet ; it can afford him no certain reckoning, 
as to that immeasurable ocean that he ma^ have 
tia^*Brsed, or that still more formidable one that he 
must: an awful expe^tion, that is-~accelerated by 
every moment by which it is delayed. Neither is 
the outfit less gloomy or less forbidding than the 
Toyi^ge itself: the bark is a cofHn ; the destination, 
darkness ; and the helmsman, death. ' 

Christianity has been emphatically termed thei 
social reli^n, and society is the proper sphere of 
all its duties, as the ecliptic is of the sun. Society 
is B> sphere that demands all our energies, and 
deii^fves all that it demajads. He, therefore, that 
retires to cells and to caverns, to stripes and to 
famine, to court a more arduous conflict^ and to win 
a xiche;t crown, is doubly deceived; the conflict is' 
less, the reward is nothing. He may indeed win a 
i:ace, if he can be admitted to have done so^ who 
had no competitors, because he. cAo^e to run alone ; 
but he will be entitled to.no prize, because he ran 
out p£ the course. * Who hatft required this atymtr 
hands ?^ This single question ought to have made 
the ascetic pause, before he weaved his horsehair, 
or platted his thong.^ — Alas ! how has the social 
and cheerful spirit of Christianity been perverted 
by iodls at one time, and by knaves at'a»Qthex \ h% 



A! 



secure tke i^pTobatbn of f'je»tk$i^nlMmh6p'^, 
Gambray, as to hibs la^a^^ii^U^ 
MaintenoA. . - . ' " ^- - 



•ikft- 



A calumniator will sometimes -teirtruths'^that are 
injurious tJQ|' himself,. if, by doing so, hocan^gaiii 
believers as to those falsehoods which be cireu^tea^ 
of another. Thus Eousseau, 'who had much mi^ 
thod in liis madness, and more malice, ^as shaw^^ 
that his reputation was; less dear to b^m tbaJEI bi^ 
revenge ; for he bespatters himself with infanp^y.^d 
his confessions, only to make that 4ir!^. stick. tliQ 
stronger which he accumulates upon others, lu^, 
affects the greatest candour, only to . exercise (be 
greatest cruelty. 



• ■ - « 



The JPrench revolution* Was a machine .bu&N^(§4 
and constructed for the purpose ojf nuinufa0Uuiiig 
liberty ; but it had jaeither leyer-clogs, nm: ^jusW 
ing powers, and the consequences were, th'atil 
Ayorked so rapidly that it destroyed its^own ^fty^. 
tors, and set itself on fire* • r > 

**tlm ]^rance> having no materials to work with, but 

such as could be found in the heads of Frenchmen, should 

merg« iBto a mihtary despotism, required' no prorfiet to 

foreteL Bonaparte said that on his return fr<»u figypc^ be 

found the constitution in abeyance, and the crown Upon, 

the ground. He stoojed down and. picked it up. He Kad 

not, like Washinffton, the courage to spurn the glittering 

^Wiuble, but he had th^ heart tolnakedespotism pakitable72 

.He gave to Frenchmen conquest in the room *£if freedom » 

and while he contracted their liberties, enlarged their ^pai- 

son; holding out to them this compensation, * Y^usliallhe 

maslers of Europe ^kUKfi!^^xi(s%^ , - - „ 



^ 
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tUnk it right topreinise, tl^t poliipy ia a inuch more' 
common ifigrediBnt, in such characteirst than enthu-. 
siasm. I admit, that in some pa,jrticular idiosyn- 
crasies/ a^ for innitance in that of Cromwell, or of 
Mahomet^ this heterogeneous mi:!iture may have 
been cc»nbined i but even then, these contradictory 
elemeits^ like oil and vinega,r, required^ a constant 
state of motion^ and of action, to preserve their 
coaleseenoe ; in a state of inaction, and of repose , 
it was no idAger a union, but the policy invariably 
^t the ascendency of the enthusiasm* WiUiam 
tb[6 Third, on the conimry, and Washington, united 
three great essentials j much more homogeneous 
than those insisted on by Warburton : courage, 
coolness, andisonduct ; but enthusiasm is the last 
thing I should impute to either of these men. If 
we look into White's. institutes of Tamei'lane, or, 
nxiste properly speaking, of Timour the lame, we 
shall fiiidthat there never was a character who had 
less to do with enthusiasm, than this Tartar itero, 
nor that despised it more. His vdiole progress 
was but one patient and persevering amplication of 
means to ends, causes to consequences, and effects 
to results. Without the slightest particle of any 
thing visionary or enthusiastic in himself, and with 
a certain quantum of contempt for these qualities 
in others, he comrnenced^his career by being a lame 
driver of camels, and terminated it by reigning 
over twenty-six independent principalities . There- 
fore we must not take every thing for gospel that 
comes from the pen of such a writer as Warburton, 
who on one occasion shuddered at the skeptical 
doctrines of antiquity, as subversive of the estab- 
lished gods of Athens / But to return to war, 
and warriors. There are some ideas afloat on this 
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subject, that I caiqiot hf^p conceiving to be. bolli 
ruiaious and wrong. I shall not dea^aix of ptodo* 
cing my own coivvictions on this si4>iect with that 
portion of my readers who think with me, that 
every war of mere ambition, aggression^.or aggraA? 
dizement, i^ an evil both hateful and degipaddiig» 
who think it a nuisance ^at ought to be ahot^. 
and who abominate erery thiBg^4^pertaiBingthc{rel9k 
or connected then^with. Consideredin the abstzact) 
and • unconnected wUh all views of th^^ causes. ibr 
which it may l>e undertaken, surety wax ta ^ etiX 
that none but a misanthrope could conseleotiou^ijr 
rejoice in, or consistendy pr(»note. But all tdea 
think not thus ; there are minds, s^nd pov^erful ones^ 
too, endowed with a right feeling qn every other 
subject, who seem to labour under some mental 
h^ucinatioin on this. In the first place, I am act 
unfortunate as not to be able to discover. those madr^ 
vaUous efforts of tallent^ gigantic combinations of 
power, and exuberant fertility of resource, which 
some would persuade ua are essential to great, 
commanders, and confined to them alone.* But 

* With th6 exception of Victor, Marmont, and Suchet, all 
the modern French generals have been men of no very 
splendid inteUectual.or ad^ititjous endowments : the rxidx* 
ments of all they knoW) they seemed to havet gain^ in th^ 
ratios, and to have gleaned aU their talents in the'ifi^ 
wherein they were exerted. In <m€ respect these men, 
were superior to their masters ; but it was on a point where 
conrage was more proimnent than talent ; they said to their 
soldiers : * Come on ? their master sometimes contented hixor 
self with saying: ^<xo on*' Kapoleon himself had ffrieat talent^ 
and to deny him this would be a gross libel on mankind ; it 
would be no less than an admission that all Europe had for 
fburteen years been outfought in the field, and outwitted in 
the cabinet, by a blockhead. ~ But when we have allowed 
him talent, we have allowed him all that he deserves. | 
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•86ttinv:«^ide the truidm/tlm^ diougli blind, 

has often led the most sharps^hted hero to that 
victory which he would have lost without Her, what' 
qualities are there in a conqueror which have not 
beeii held in common by the captain of a^^nuggler's 
crew, or a chief of banditti ? The powers of these 
latter have -been exhibited on a narrower : stage, 
rewarded by a less illustrious exaltation, and 
recorded in a more inglorious calendar. With 

eoafesd there is one. thing ths^t excites in -me the greatest 
listojXKhment, which causes nie to wonder with exceeding 

. wond^iTj V^y**^" Bavftari dav^aTi^of/svos,' and that is the cir- 
etunstfince, that any lover of rational liberty, or constira- 
tiijtxt^tt^om. tEroaghoat the whole civilized world, should 
be :^^yfuMM the list of this man's admirers. To every thing 

■C cii^ajij^^d r^'ith freedom he was the most systematic and 

;. d^^^tf f*^ '^^^ 6^6^ existed upon the face of the earth. 

V K(6:tifmi^ being was ever intrusted With such ample means 
iia6^^ opportunities for establishing his own true 

fXiai^m^'^he solid happiness of others : and where can 
isfow^iiit out one that so foully perverted them to his own 
disgi«^L;;and the misery.of his fellow-men 1 He has been 
desc]r^0a' by puis who witnessed only the commencement of 
bis cat^ri',^ the 'child and. champi<»i of Jacobinism;' 
but if he ^iTjeirethe child of Jacobinism, he w^ the champion 
ef 49$poiiimj and those who wished to rivet the chains of 
slavery, ^ehose a paradoxical mode of forwarding the work, 
by oppo^ng the woikmfif^t This ther^ore is the man 
whom I cannot %d it in my heart, either to pity or to 
praise.-T-^Are we to praise him for that suicidal seljlskness 
that dictated his treachery to Spain, and his march to Mos- 
cow',?. Are we to pity him because, having ceased to be a 
field-ofiieer, he could n^t begin to be a philosopher ; but 
having boo^ to read, ample matter to renect upon, men to 
talk to, ivbmen to trifle with, horses to ride, ana equipages 
to conmiaOhd, he died at last of ennui upon a rock, from a 
cause ^pt the most likely to e^tcite the sympathy of the- 
patript^pr the regret of the philanthropist? it was this: 
that iSiir^^ would not supply him wj,th auy more throats 
to out or^prpyinces to plunder. 
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«inne few exceptions, b.e is tlie ablest gener^ link 
can practise the ^eatest deceit, aad ^ppon it by 
the greatest violence ; who can best develop tb^ 
designs of others, and best ccmceal his own ; who 
can best enact both parts of hTpocrisy, hy sinmki- 
tmg to be what he is not and dissenting wat which 
he is : persuading his adversary that &e is meet 
strong when he is most' weak, and most weak 
when he is in fact most stroi^g. He is not to he 
over scrupulous as to the justice of his cause, for 
might is his right and armlery his argument i with 
the makeweight of courage thrown into the scale, 
there arc few requisites for a Jonathan Wild or a 
Tuirpin, that are not equally neces^suy for a Tlp- 
poo or a Tamerlane. The difference is less in the 
things than in the names. Thus, the calloos 
effrontery of the one becomes the coolest j^eseiiee 
of mind in the other ; fraud is dignified by:^e:illtle 
of skill, and robbery witl^ that of requisition.^ To 
plot the death of an individual, is a conspkacy, but 
to confederate to destroy a people, is a coalkion ; 
and pillage and murder seem to lose their horrors, 
in precise proportion to the magnitude of their scale 
and the- multitude of dieir victimsr. But aconsmoii** 
mate captain mi£Bt have courage, or at least be 
thought to have it ,* for courage, like charity, covers 
a multitude of sins : and he ia by common consent 
allowed to sport with the lives of others, who is 
supposed to have no value for his own. But the 
time is fast ^preaching with the many, and mm is 
with the few, when mere mihtary i^ent, abstractm 
edit/ considered, and without any reference to the 
ends for which it be displayed, will hardly secure its 
possessor a glory more longlived than a gazette, ot 
a memorid more splendid than a signpost. The 
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Ttere is tfeis of goo4 in real evils,- tke^ deliver tis 
iKrbile they last Jtomtheiietty' despotism of ^1 that 
/were ixnaginary. 

" There are matiy moral Aetaeons who are as miser- 
. ably devoured by objects of their owii choosing, as 
Ivas ^e fabulous one by his Own hounds. 

■•■.-:"■ - ' . 

- ■ \ . " i 'N. 

H^ that thrfeatensjis^^ not having the poweiL to 
hdxm US, would perhaps do so if he 'could ; but he 
that threatens, having the power ,'is not much to be 

^ feared. A man in a paroxysm of passion may ex- 
elaim : 'J woiild stab you if I had a sword !' and 
perhaps" bfe would be as gobd as his word; but he 
mat hasu' sword, will either usfe it without threaten- 

• ing, or threaten Without .using it. 

- * • ' * . 

' Wolncn of superior acq\drements, and of ster- 
Img cpialificatioijs; if they can so far forget them- 
s6l.ves as* to envy' pretty fools the little attentions 
^y receive febm. prating coxcombs, adt as ab- 
BUrdly asf if they ^ere tb begrudge the fly her 

. paramour, or the moth her inay. Madame de 
"Sjael, however,'ha8 often^ been heard to say that 
she woulJ-gladly have exchanged all the Srigbtest 

" <4^alttie8 of the mind for that which: niggard nature 
.had. denied her, t&e perishable but attractive beau- 
ties ^f the bodyj A sentiment, after all, more dis- 
creditable perhaps to our sek Xhain to herself. 

. A man who. succeeds to his father's reputation, 

must be greater tjlan him to be considered as 

*^eat ; but he that succeeds to his father's riches^ 

win have to encounter no such deduction, 'the 

popiular opinion adds to ojir means, but dimbai&hft^ 
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our merits ; aftd it is -iaot aja uj^afe i:idc^ to^ beHeve 
less Jban ydii Heos with Ire^peet. U> a sett's foi^^uyiMS 
and more tlian you hear ^itli respe'et to Jiie fa«i0^ 

Could any nost;nijai'be4i8^^o^erad that wotild 
considerably lefigthen the life of man, this" spiiBiekiiis 
good, would be. a r^al evil to tlie best.iiiteretts <tf 
humanity, first, by diminishing the , value .of the 
reversions of virtue, by |)pstp6nin]^ the period of '^ 
their realisation i- and secondly ,*by giving lQiige:ni^ 
toihe development, and permanence to the proai^ 
perity. of vice* , V : ■.' i ^ 

Elxtemporaheous ^nd oral harangues WiHalirays 
have this advantage over thpse that are resuA- frcMli 
a manuscript. Every burst of el<x}uence or sparit • 
of genius they may contain, howevejr studied they 
may have been beforehand, will appfesF to tha 
audience to be the effect of thesi^ddjen inajara^M 
of talent. Whereas similar effbrts, whan writt^, 
although' they might 'not cost the writ^ half tihfo 
time in his cloiset, will never he appreciated as air^ 
thing niore than the' slow efforts of longstii^ and ; 
laborious application ;^^ olebunt ohtukf etsi nqk 
oUant ;"^ and this circumstance it is that'givessuch 
peculiar success to a pointed reply, since the hieax* ' 
ers are certain, in this ca^e, that the :«lo(}trencaev 
arises ex re n<tla, and that ^e brilUancy 1ms .beeioi ^ 
elicited from' the ' collision of another nundyaa* 
rapidly as the spark fr(ftn the steel. 

There can be no . Christianity .where theii6 is i^o 
chajrity ; but the censorious cultivate^ the forms pf * 

* TheywiU smell -of oil, tMfttgK \kv% <^inSi0kfk'vmJt.^2M 
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iagtons or Alfreds shall we find! The children 
of thoee diaysj when the world was young, rude as 
the times they ii red in, and rash at once from igno- 
rance an4 from inexperience, amused themselves 
■with the toys and the trumpets, the gewgaws and 
the glitter of war. But we who live in the maturity 
of tlungs, who to the knowledge of the present add 
k Introspection of the past, we who alone can fairly 
be termed the ancients, or be said to live in the olden 
time; we, I trust, are no longer to be deluded or 
befooled by this brilliant but baneful meteor, com- 
posed .of visionary good, but of substantial evil. 
iW^e live in the manhood arid in the fulness of time, 
and the triumphs- of truth and of reason, triumphs 
bright as bloodless ; these are the proper business 
and the boast of those who^ having put away child- 
ish things^ are becoming men. There are some 
that with oracular gravity will inform us, that as 
wars have ever been, they must on that account 
continue to be; but they might as well assert that 
the imbecility and ignorance that marked the 
conduct of our forefathers, those ancient modems, 
who lived in the infancy of the world, and in the 
childhood of time, must and do exist at present, 
because they existed then. With a solitary excep- 
tion, all warfare is built upon hypocrisy r acting updTT' 
ignorance; ignorance it was that lent success to 
Mahomet's miracles, and to Cromwell's cant. For 
lack of knowledge a people is destroyed -, and know- 
ledge alone it is that is worthy of holding ihe freest 
minds in the firmest thraldom. Unlike those of 
the warrior, the triumphs of knowledge derive all 
their lustre, not from the evil they have produced, 
but from the good ; A»r successes and A«r conquest 
are tie common property of the world, and awe- 
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ceeding ages wiU be the wateyul goardiana of tlie 

rich legacies she bequeaths. The tropli^s aiid the 

titles of the conqueror are on the fuick march to 

oblivion, and amid that desolatimk where they were 

planted, will decay. For what are the tIi^p^hs of 

. war,* plann^ by ambiticMi, executed by viol^ftce^ 

and consummated by devastation ? the means are 

the sacrifice of the many ; the end, the foknited 

' aggrandizement of the few. Knowledge has pot a 

atop to chivalry, as she one day will to war, and 

Cervantes has laughed Out of the ield those self^ 

constituted legislators that carried the swtMrd, but 

not the scales of justice, and who were momited 

and mailed. I am no advocate for a return of this 

state of things ; but when that heroic and chivalric 

spirtt was abroad, when men volunteered on dan** 

gers for the good of others, wfthoat emohmient, 

and laid down the sword when that lor which they 

resorted to it was overcome, then indeed a measure « 

■ * 'Speaking of the conqueror, the inspired writer observes? 
that Wore him the land is as the garden of JBden, ^hind 
him as the desolate toilderness ;' and tha^ poet who drank 
deepest of the sacred stream, has the foUowing lines >— 

* They err who count it clorious to snbdiie 
By conquest far and wide, to overrun 
, Large countries, and in field great battles win, 
' C^reat cities by assault j what do these wortliies 
But rob and spoil, burn, slaughter, and enslavv 
Peaceable nations^ neighbouring, or remote, 
Made captive, yet deserving freedom more 
Than those their conquerors $ who leave behind 
Nbthingbut ruin, whereso'eer they rove, 
And all the flourishing worl^ of peace de&ftrogrl 
Then swell in pride, and must be tilled gods, 
Till conqueror Death discovers them scarce men, 
Rolling m brutish vices and defonned, 
Violent or shameful death their due reward.' 

jmUan. 



LAC ON. *469 

Vfhai we ought to do by their precept, and wliat 

we Ought not to do by their exanapL^. - 

• - . - 

When we are in the t^ompany of seo^ible men, 
wrought to be doubly cautious of talking too much; 
lest we lose two good things, &eir good opinion 
and. our own improvement, and disclose one thing 
which had better have been concealed, our self- 
sufficiency ; fcH: what we have V> say we knoW) 
but what they have to say, we know not. 

Pride either dnds a desert, or makes one ; dub- 
mission cannot tame its feroci]^, nor satiety fill its 
voracity, and it requires velry costly food—its 

keeper^ happiness. 

• ■- . '- 

f 

Love is an alchymist that can transjniot'e ptnisoni 
into food — and a spaniel, that prefers even punish* 
ment from one hand, to caresses' from another. 
But it is in love, as in w«r, we ate often Inore 
indebted for our success ta ^ wciakness of the 
defence, than to the energy of the attack; for 
Hiere idleness, has ruined more women than pas- 
sion, vanity mofe than idleness, and credulity more 
than either. /' '-' 



' Calumny crosses oceans, scales mountains, and 
traverses deserts, with greater' ease than the Scy- 
tlHanAbanS,'and tike htm, rides Ujpon a poisoned 
arrow. . . 



It is pleasant enough for a by-stander who hap- 
pens to be in the secret, to note the double decep- 
tion, and the reciprocal hypocrisy that is constantly 
gotag on between the young andr the old, in tliis 




j 
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steeds of f9X less sho^ acqiuridments* By ike 
gentlemen on the turf, knowing in hoi^ftesh, these 
animiils axe significantly termed JkU^catekers, Tliis 
term should pot be monopolized hy^qnadnsqpeds ; 
and" there is. a lacg$ room in the vicinity ^rf Wee** 
minster, where some &t/>e(2^.maybe both heazd aad 
seen, who, as they pbsses^s all the qualities staled 
above, ought hot be denied the dei^gnatiou- 



^me men commence life in a career ef hoBes^, 
but meet with so many- disa^^intments that diey 
are obliged to disrobethemselves of their ccmseience 
for fear it should grow as threadbare as their coat, 
* DecUnant cursus, aurumque vo^bile tolUint.^ThiM 
is a degradation that will happen to most men w%ose 
-principles are rooted only on earth, unrefreshed by 
the dews of heaven. Such men begin . well, hut 
end ill ; like a certain lawyer who^on being asked 
why he defended so many bad causes, replied that 
he did so because he had lost- so many good ones. 



It has often struck me that most of those argu- 
ments which are adduced as pregnant with conso- 
lation under our misfortunes, are not an aUeviation 
but an aggravation of our ills^ and Uiat they derive 
what little efficacy they possess, solely from our 
selfishness. Thus, if our friends can prove to ,tis 
that ,the calamity imder which we labour is what 
all are liable to,. that none will in the end be 
exempted from it, and that many others are noiv* 
actually sufifedng under it ; these melancholy tru- 

* TTiey shim the race^ andsitgatch the slippery gold,'^¥fnL 
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isms, which ajrc so constantly urged as matters df 
oonsolatkm, ought rather, to a benevolent mind, to 
be .a matter of regret, unless indeed we have the 
feelings of a Herod, who ordered many noble Jews 
to bo executed at his death, that he teight make 
sipre of some companions in calamity. There 
would indeed be something in s^ch reasoning, if it 
could be proved that an evil is ^minished in weight 
by. being put on many shoulders ; but if life is. a 
campaign where no man's knapsack is one jot the 
lighter because his comrade bears one too. My 
fever is not diminished, because I suffer it in an. 
hospital, nor my plagucj because I linger in alaza- 
rettQ. Because thousands have died, in the bloom 
of youth, I am not the less unwilling to undertake 
the same journey in th§ matuijty of manhood. If * 
indeed my friends cite instances of those who have 
bprnis calamities similar to my own, with fortitude 
and resignatioi), this indeed is a proper topic on 
which to. insist, and we have a right to rejoice, 
not because ^^^^- had the. same calamities, but 
because they have borne them. well. But after all^ 
I fear it must be admitted that our self-love is too 
apt to draw some consolation even from so bitter a 
source as the calamities of others ; and I am the 
more inclined to think so when I consider the con- 
verse oif this proposition^ and reflect on what takes 
place within, us with respect, to our pleasures. 
The sting of our pains is diminished, by the. assu- 
rance that they are commofi to all ; but* from feel- 
ings equally egotistical, . it unfortunately happens 
that the zest and relish of our pleasures is height- 
ened by the contrary consideration, namely that they 
are confined to ourselves. This conviction it are that 
ticldes the palate of the epicure, that inflames the 
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ardour of the lover, lliat lends ambition heJ* ladder, 
and extracts the thorns from a crown" 



Many books require no thought from those who 
read them, and for a very simple reason ;— ^they 
made no such demand upon those who wrote them. 
Those works therefore are the most valuable, that 
set our thinking faculties in the fullest operation. 
For as the solar light caJIs forth all the latent pow* 
ers and dormant principles of vegetsction contained 
in the kernel, but which, vfithout such a stimulns, 
would neither have struck root downwards, nOr 
borne fruit upwards, so it is with* the light that is 
intellectual': it calls forth and ?iwakeris into energy 
those latent principles of thought iii the nlinds of 
* others, which without this stimulus, reflection woulij 
not have matured, nor examination improvedi nor 
action imbodied. 



. There is orily one circumstance in which the 
Upright man will imitate the hypocrite; I mean in 
his attempts to coneitiate the good opinion q{ his 
fellow-men. Biit here the similarity must cease, 
for their respeqtive motive^ are wider than the poles 
asunder; the former will attempt this to increase 
his power of xioing good, the latter to augment his 
«ieans,of doing harm. 



Wordis'ajre in thi^ ir^spect like water, that they 
often take th^ir taste, flavour, and character, from , 
the moiith out of which they proceed, as the water 
. from the ciiannels through which it flows. Thus 
were a spendthrift to discourse of generosity with 
a miser, a demagogue to declaim on public good to 
a patriot, or abigol lo ^e^tv^ Vc\\x\v to a. ^hiloso- 



^^- 
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pber, ought we io wonder if thfe respeciive parties 
mutually misunderstopd each. other, since on these 
pard:Gular terms, each is his owii lexicographer, and 
prefers his own* etymoiogies" to the industry of a 
Skinner, »the jedl learning of a Junius, or the 
assumed authority of a Johnson 1 

Philosophy is a bully that talks very loud, when 
the daager is at- a distance, but the moment she is 
hard pressed hy the enemy, she is not to be found 
at her post, but leaves the brunt of the battle to be 
borne by her humbler, but steadier comrade, Reli- 
gicm, whom on: all other occasions she affects to 
despise. 

There are many that despise half the world ; but 
if there be^ any that despise the whole df it, it is 
because the other half despises them. . 

The mian of pleasure ^ould more properly be 
termed the man of pain ; like Diogenes, he pur- 
chases repentance at the highest price, and sells 
the richest reversion for the poorest reality. 

Who &Mr the rapst part are they, that would have 
^1 mankind look* backwards .instead of forwards, 
and regulate their ponduct by. things that have been 
done ? Those who are* tlxe most ignorant as to M 
things that are doing. Lord Bacon said, time is 
the greatest of innovatorss he might also have. said, 
^ihe greatest of improvers; and I like Madame d<B 
Stael'fi observation on this subject, <][uite as well as 
Lord Bacon's ; it is this : ^that past, which is so 
presumptuously brought forward as a precedent for 
the present, was itseUf founded on an alteration of 
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some past that went before it ;' and yfet there ard 
not a few grown children of the present dayv thact" 
would blubber and pout at any attempt tq deliver 
them from the petticoat government and ajflron- ' 
stting, security of their good great gxandiiipther — 
Antiquity. ^ 

There is a hardihood of. effrontery, which will, 
under ihany circumstances, supply the place of 
courage, as impudence has sometimes passed cur- 
rent for wit. Wilkes had mtich t)f ' the ftrst, and 
Mirabeau of the second. He received chsdlenge 
after .challenge, but unlike Wilkes, he accepted 
noiie of- them, and contented himself with merely 
nqtirig down the names of the parties in his pocket- 
book. * It is- not fair,' he would say, *that.a man of 
talent„like myself, should.be exposed to blockheads 
like these.' -It would seem that he had argued 
himself into the same kind of Sj^lf-imporjance with 
RousseaU) who came to this very disinterested 
conclusion, that it was incumbent japon him to take 
the utmost possible care of Jean Jacques' for the 
good of society. 

We devote the activity of our youth to revelry,,, 
and the decrepitude of our age to, repentance .; and 
we .finish the farce by bequeathing our dead bodies 
tor the chancel, which, when living, w^ interdicted 
frojoa the church, . • 



^Charles Fox said that restorations were the most 
bloody of aft revolutions ; and he might have added, 
that refonnations are the best mode of pr^enting' 
tte necessity of eiiheT. ' 
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. Some men will;adnEiit of onl]f two ^orts of excel- 
lence, that which they.iiari equal, and what ^Acy 
term a still. higher,, that which they. can surpass; 
asr to: those efforts that beat them, they woUtd deny 
the e^stCMice of such, jrather than Acknowledge 
their own • defeat. They are dazzled by the raj)s 
of genius, and provoked at their inability to arrive 
^t it; therefore, like those idolalors that live, too 
far from -the temple, they form and fashion' out; a 
little leaden inu^e of their own, before which they 
fall down and worship. 

• , 4 " 

- Age and love associate, not ; if they are ever 
&Uiedf the firmer the friendship, the more fatal is 
its termination ; and an old man, like d spider^* 
can never inake love, without beating his own 
dcttthwatch. - • ' 



The interests of society oflen render it expedient 
not to utter the whole truth, the interests of science 
never : for in this fieJd we have much more to fear 
from the deficiency of truth, than from its abun- 
da<ic,e. Some writers, and even on subjects the 
most abstruse, write so as to be imderstood by 
others ; firjstly, because they understand them- 
8eLves,|knd secondly, because they withhold nothing 
from tnc reader, b^t give him all tha^ they them- 
selves possess. For I have before observed, that 
clear ideas are much more likely to produce clear 
expressions, than clear expressions are to call. Out; 

f It may not be generally knbivn that the male spider is 
supplied with a little bladaer, somewhat.similarto a drum, 
aiMtlmt ticljing' noise whfch has been termed the death- 
watch, is nothing more than 'the ^bund he makes upon his 
little apparatus, in order to serenade and allrfre his mistress. 



468 LAC ON. 

cleax ideas, but to iiands.of ^e highest oidetf these 
two things are reciprocally £o each other, bfftk 
cause and effect, pfoduoing an efficiency in aiiiid, 
somewhat similar to momentUHi in jnachinery, 
where the Weight impair continuation to the velo- 
city, and the velocity imjMnrts.pHOwer to the weight, 
in science,' therefore, the whole truth must bie told. 
The boldest political writer of the last centiiry was 
once asked by a friend' of hii^, a bTiothef aud^of in 
the bargain, how it happened that whatever ciEUtie 
from his pen excited so great k senJsation, and was 
instantly read by every one, ' whereas," added his. 
friend, ^ when I write any thing no such effects tsire 
discernible.' 'Sir', said the former in reply, *if I were 
.to take a shoe,' and cut it longitudinaBy, into two 
equal parts, and then show one of the piurts so cut, 
to a savage, and ask him* what it was intended ^fbr, 
he would twist it and turn it about in all directioBs, 
and presently hand it back again^ to me, saying he 
Was quite puzzled, and could not say for what it was 
Hieaht ; but if 1 were to show the :same savage . the 
whole shoe, instead of the half one, he w^idd 
instantly reply that it was meant for the foot. And 
this is the difference between you and «ie— you 
show pepple . half the truth, and nobody knows 
what it is meant- for ; but I show them the whole of 
the truth, anid then every body knows* that it is 
memi for the head? 

Wlien- articles rise, the consumer is the first that 
jsuffers, andw^hen they fall, he is the last that gains 

Bed* is a bundle of paradoxes : we go to;it with 

* As a proof that indulgegice in bed has a two-fold .ten- 
dency to shorten life^ I'stoU he^ observe that Sir John 
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rttecla^fevt^^^ qp^^^ it with regfet ,' ahd wemake 
ojpr oUr ttdnds trirety night tcr leai^e it^airty, btit wti 
ifMlte tip 6l!it bodies^ ^vferjr nit:)iiTmig tbfktep it fate. 



^E^ertere dofn^s tolas dpianiihis ipsis^ 
piifacihs* 

NothiDg is more frequent than the yerifieatlon of 
this tine of the ^tirist; and our* histofy is little ipaoix^ 
than an exempli&cation of ^e truth it contains. Wilh 
toil an4 tsouhley danger and difficulty^ we pass ouy 
lives either in putsuing evil, under the semhlaiiee 
gf good, 01^ of fleeing ^ood, imdef the s^iBlblaiice 
of evil ; desiring ^t which we QOght ib aread, 

Sinclair, in his ren^rks on longevity, discbver^d tlialt it was 
incompatible with every walk of life, witk every, |»jfojtessionj 
habit. Of occupatic^, save and except the pectilkr cases of 
thobe eoqgaged in manu&ctoiies of articlies oif drdekt^i^iouli 
and destructive natui^e'y ais, for mstance,; th« oxydtziiin^ of 
some, of the metals. Old mep-, it Would see&; '^^^ ^ ^ 
foimd a^ngst those who had travelled and those who ha^ 
never been ont of their own parish; Excess <;ouldji>rqdiic)^ 
lier veleransj no less than temp^ance, sin6e ^im^ hadi^ 
off the grim tyrajfit by libations of litrine, as sra^cei^ully as 
dtMr^ Mr potations of water, sinasome by 66t>ioi:^ labpuca* 
fiont^ 6i braftdy and of gin, seem to hav^ x^pt" off fheir 
MdiMlte to the hold 6{ spirits, tn short, It app^red that 
inaot,' ivho agreed in scarcely an^ thing ^e/ agreed in 
I;avin^ attained longevity. But there were pialy two'^ne&i 
<ions, m i^Mch they all agreed/ and these f^p <i[uestions^ 
.'^hen ptit. Were alwajrs answered in the affirmktivp, by thid 
eldest of tikode Greenwich and Chelsea |i%nsi;<»iers to whont 
(hey wejre ptfoposed. The quiestions were thus : were vott 
desccxiLd^ from parents of good staminaC ? and,. A^i^ i^ been 
in thehamt of earln rishig7 , Early rising, thereiore, not 
tfnljr gitcs:5is more hfe i^ the s4me mnnber of oui* years^ 
iafc adds likewise to theii* ximnber : and not only eimiblett 
^ to enjoy more ot existence in the same measure of tline^ 
Itat increases s^o her measure. 

40 
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and dreading that which we ought to desire ; em^- 
bracing that which turns out a torment, ind avoid- 
ing that which would become a cure. The reason 
is to be found- in our own canity, which dictates* 
tuito us, that tre are wiser than nature, or nature's 
; God ; who nevertheless can humble us in spite of 
all our pride, foil us in spite of all our wisdom, bul 
J, who can also, in spite ofoM our presumption, pardon, 
f and in spite of all our folly, save us. Pilgrimages 
were performed, masses were muttered, and solemn 
supplications made, ' to ensure a male heir .to the 
second James : Jthe pjrayers of the righteous pre- 
vailed, and no true Catholic doubted' of the cause. 
But what was the consequence? this heir^ the ob- 
ject of: the father's fondest hopes; and fervent 
prayers, proved his ruin ; for this event united the 
whole kingdom in the firmness ^f despair against 
the monarch. The nation was prepared to tolerate 
a Catholic ascendency for the life of Janiesi hut 
they, now saw in the gift of an heir,, all hopes of a 
Protestant succession blasted and withered before 
their eyes ; the people rallied and the monarch 
fled. If we were inclined to come nearer to our 
own times, for an elucidation of the positions stated 
above, we might a/firm that a matrimonial con- 
nexion with the proudest and the oldest dynasty ia 
Europe, was an event which Napoleon might have 
been at first suspected to liave indulged in, Tather 
as a gaudy creatui^e of his imagination, than either 
the legitimate object of his ambition, or the attain-' 
able idol of his hope. It was realized; but our 
adventurer soon found, like,him who s%hed for 
Juno, that in possessing himself of the royal dame, 
he had embraced a /cloud, fraught with darkness 
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that eclipsed his glory, and thunders that destroyed 
his throne. The creature "and the chaniipion of a 
new order of things, when he deserted that cause, 
he was nothing ; suspected by his old associates, 
and despised by his new ones, he wa^ ymong when 
hfe told an English nobleman at Elba, thfet he owed 
his downfall to' one thing alone, * that df having 
given Kings bredit for gratitude ;\ a. simpleix ca.use 
might have been assigned, that of npt having given 
Frenchmen credit for memory. ' 



That state of imperturbility affected by some 
of the ancients, and particularly by those of the 
school of Zeno, is more likely to make men stocks 
and stones, than saiiits or seraphs ; and to root 
them more deeply in earth, rather than to exalt 
them to heaven.^ For it is far moare easy not to feel, 
than alw'ays to feel rightly, and not- to act, than 
always to act well. He that is determined to ad-^ 
mire only that which is beautiful, imt)oses a mucl^ 
harder task upon himself, than he that being de-i 
termined not to see that which is the contrary, 
effects it, by simply shutting his eyes. 



- Are the interests of science best promoted by a 
monarch, who, like the fourteenth Louis, rewards 
•the efforts of science without enjoying them, or by 
(Mae who, like the second Charles, has taste to 
enjoy her-efforts, but not liberality to reward them? 
It is well when both 'the. taste to appreciate, and 
the inclination to encourage,'* are united in a royal 
head; they form tjie brightest jewels in the dia- 
dem, each giving and receiving lustre from each- 
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. 'Vox Populi, Vox Dei: TM vdbc^ (rf ibii 
people is the voice of God. This iquom has manir 
fold exceptions, aiid ' Pofmlus vuU diecipi^'*iBM>me9 
timeB much nearer the tru^fi ; Hoyace ^A? of tla^ 
same opimon, when he extoDed that infle^bl^ 
integrity wtich was not to be influenced by th9 . 
* Civium ardor jpravajiubentium?\ The fury of thft 
citizens Insisting on that which was wrong, Bt4 
this voice of the people has not opiy been violent 
where it was wrong, but weak and inefficient wheir^ 
it was right ; for the million, though thqy ar^ somor 
times as strong as^ Saiuson, are also .as bUnd. It 
happens, that m<^t of those great events, which 
have been pregnant '.. with consequences of thQ 
lughest import to aftertimes, have been carried^ 
not with the voice of the people, hut against it ;. 
they have been carried by active and enlightened 
minorities, having the means, in oj^ contradiction 
to the will and the wishes orf* the majority. These 
political and moial whirlwinds^ eventually produc- 
tive of good, have proceeded in direct opposition to 
the breath of public opinion, as thui^der clouds 
agidnst the wind. But to show the truth of, the 
position stated above^ that popular opinion iiaabeen 
but weak and inefficient, even when it was right, I 
mighty witjiout danger of being contradicted, a^Sma, 
that if heads could have been /oir^^ counted, Sq€^^ 
ti^8 wopH 3iof ha.vj3 been sacri^ed in Athens, npf . 
Charl^ in'England, nor JLewis in Fraace ; Rom^ 
would no| have been deluged in blood by prosci^ 
tioAs at ttie instigationi of a etvSl triumvirate, wIm^ 
m^t to sacrifice frielodship at the shrine of rev^gie i 

* 7%e people lone to he deeeived.—^lhjB. 

t Hie fury of the moby ever dcrhanding what is wrong. -'^'Pvb. 
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neitli^i? woBldtParis have been disgraced by judi- 
cial murders, conducted by such a wretch as 
Rob^pierre, who had notluag brave about hint 
but the boldness with which he believed in the 
.want of that quality in others. These things are, 
if possible} more degrading to the people that per- 
mit them, than to the parties that perform them, 
and-that era which was termed the reign of terror, 
has been -more fitly. designated, as ^the reign of 
6cwardic€» 



It haef been asked whether we are. in the dotage, 
or the infancy of science. A question that involves 
its own answer; not in the infancy, because we 
have learnt much ; not in the dotage, because we 
have much to learn. The fact is^ we are in a 
highly progressive state of improvement ; and it 
is astonishing, in how geometrical a ratio the march 
of knowledge proceeds. Each new discovery 
affords fresh light to guide us to the exploration of i 
another, lintil all the dark comers of our ignorance 
are visited by the rays. Things apparently obscure, 
have ultimately illustrated even those that are obvi- 
ous ; thus the alchymist, in his very failures, has 
enlightened. 4;he chymist ; and the visionary astro-* 
loger, though constantly false in his prophecies,! 
as to tlK)se little events going on upon the earth, 
has enabled the astronomer truly to predict those 
great events that are taking place in the heavens. 
Thus it is that one experiment difiiises its sparks 
fcwr the examination of a second, each assisting 
each, and all the whole. Discussion and investi- 
gation are gradually accomplishing that for the 
intellectual light, which refraction and reflection 
Jwwre ever done for the solar ; and it is now vvevllv^X 
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hopeless tuwr extjc^v^g^t %9 »|iti6^^ate Aai g^ipp 
eixi, wlu^ tnitk keri^lf iban c^i^e eltoMd tiie 
^^th of her meridian, and shall refresh the fl MAimw 
with he^ '^fi'jr-'^iP^^^^w <>n A^A.' 



Nations -wiU nw»e readily pan wi& the 
tials, thjm with the forms of Ifterty ; aod^^q^kon 
Height havi^ died, an eaapc^ror in reality, if he hdl 
been ^ntented to hare liVed a coissul. in moie. 
Had Cromwell displayed his hanlierings for wyakxy 1 
somewhat sooner than he did^ it is not improbabie 
that he would have survived his power. Mr. Pitt 
gained a supreiQ^y in this conptry, whi^ nrnin 6f 
his predecessors dar^ to hope^ and whiehiKMA^of 
his successors will, t ^st, attempt to attain. For 
twenty years, ^e was * de facto,' pot *iif« /«re,' a 
king. But h^ was wise in hi» generation; and took J 
icare to cofiB^ the swelling stream of bis-ambiUoB ' 
$Q fipaw^l^ that were censtitittUmai ; ud with 
respect to the impurity, the filth, and the oorrttptifm 
of those channels, he trusted to the vast m^tms he 
possessed of alarming the weak, blinding the acute,. 
bribing the mercenary, and iutimidatijag the bold : 
confiding bis own individual security to that seif^ 
ishness inherent in our nature, whi^.di^i^^ to 
the most efficient mind, to have V>Q mueh resp^ef 
for itself to beoom^e a Catiline, and too little esteem 
for others' to become a Catp. Thefe was a shen 
period in tbeKoj^v^ histpry whe9 that nation ei^- 
ed as mvich liberty as is coippatible with tiie in&mi- 
ties of humanity. Their neighbours, the AtheoiaiMif 
had miKih of the fbrm> but httle erf* the suhatittce 
of free4om ; disputers about this riohinh^tano«| 
rather thaii epjoyers pf it, the Atheniane. treated 
Ukexiy, as scmama^ca xi\i^vi;ia^ nrh^^ tl^e. tme 
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iMmefits - of both, have been respectively lo^ 
to- each, hj their rancorous contentions about 
then. . 



It is a dangerouft experiment to call in gratitude 
aa ao ally to lo^re. Love is a debt, wMchinclina* 
tioii always pays, obligation never ; and' the jrao- 
ment It becomes lukewarm wad evanescent, reinl- 
nkcences on the score of gratitude serve only: to 
SBMrtiiet the iflame by increasing the fuel. 

'Subtlety will sometimes glvje safety, no less 
than atrenglh; and minuteness' has sometimes 
escaped, where magnitude .would have been crush- 
'ed. The little animal that kills the Boa, is for- 
midable chiefly from its insignificance, which is 
incompressiUe by the folds of its antagonist. : 

■ It would be better for society tf the memory of 
die jpver were transferred to the rfeceiver, and the 
eblfTious forge^ness of the oWiged were coii- 
iii^ed to the breast of him that confers the' obli- 
gation. - - ^ . 

Tke pride of ancestry is a superstructure of the 
most imposing freight, but resting on the most 
fliiiisy foundation. It, is ridiculous enough to 
observe, the hauteur with ivhich the .old Tiobility 
look down on the new. The reason of this puzzled 
me a little, until I began, to reflect that most titles 
are respectable, only because they are old ; if new, 
tlMy would be despised, because all tho*'-;^'' * 
|MW ad&aire'the grandeur of the stream ^ where 
nothing "but the impurity of the sou;— p,^b. . ' 
gove^ment t|^at is pure and palerck^V '^ 
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highest value, even oh the cheapest things, simply 
by' the mode of bestowing them : while a ^vetn- 
jnent that is selfish and corrupt, renders the most 
precious things the most despicable, by a base and' 
unworthy appropriation. The wearer of the mural 
wreath or civic crown, would feel degraded by an 
association with some that glitter in the golden 
garter or the diamond star. 

Cupetet lustfarii si qua 4<i^^sniur 



Sulpkura cum tcedis, et siforet humida laurus.''* 

The covetous man reverses the prin^^tple on 
which iEsop chose his burthen, and oppresses him< 
self with a heavier load of provision the nearer he 
gets to the end of his journey. 

Magnanimity is^ incompatible with a very pro- 
found respect f6r the opinions of others, on any 
occasion, und more particularly wh^rethey happen 
to stand between us and the truth. Had Jesus 
respected aZZ the foirms, usages, ceremonies, and 
tenets of his countrymen, there had: been no 
Redemption ; ^nd had Luther been biassed by the 
opinions of his^c&ntemporaries, by the dogmas oP 
synods, the creeds of councils, or the authority ^f 
titles, there hgd been ho reformation. '^ 



ILyou want enemies, excel others; if you 
want friends, let others excel you. T* here is a dia** 
bolical trio, existing in the natural map, implacable, 
fpo^^ir^^ishable, co-operative, and ccmsentaneous, 

01 treedo^^ and hate. Pride, that makes us 

rather thaji ^^, 

Mpeity, as Uire a suroei/ (o he madey to see if torches an4 
'>e /cmud, anA ij tHe laurel ojod* Twjwt.— :^^. 
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faalsy^^'e 4^erve all the goods that others possess; 
Envy, )da3Bt mxae should he adooir ed , while we ^re 
overlooked ; ajod. Hate,. because all that is bestowed 
00 o|kes8j duxHfiishes ihe sum that we think diie to 
ourselves. 



It is far more easy to piiil down, than t6 build 
up, aod to destroy than to preserve. Revolutions* 
have on this account been falsely supposed to be 
fertile of great talent; as the dregs, rise to the top, 
during a ifermentation, and the lightest things are 
carried highest by the whirlwind. And the prac- 
tice of this proposition bears out the theory ; for 
demagogues have succeeded tolerably well in mak- 
ing ruins; but the moment they begin to build 
anew from the materials that they have overthrown, 
they have often been uselessly employed with 
regard to others, and more often dangerously with 
regard to themselves. 

Fracta compage ruebantJ'* 

Of present famie think little, afid of future less. 
The praises that we receive after we are buried, 
like the posies that are strewn ov^r our graves, 
may he gratifying to the living, but they are nothing 
lo^the4ead; the dead are gone, either to a place 
whera they hear them not, or where, if they do, 

tjiey will despise them. 

' \- ^ ' ■ 

We strive as hard to hide our. hearts from our- 
ae^vie^i, as from others, and always with more suc- 
cess: ibr in deciding' upon our pwla case, we are 
both judge, jury,- and executioner 5 and where 

* 7%e hands being broken the structure fell. — Pvb. 




> ^ 
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sophistry cannot overcome the first, or flatteiy the/ 
second ; self-love is alw^ays feaiiy to defeaf the sen- 
tence by bribmg the third ; abrijbe that in this case 
is never refused, because she Always comes V!pU>' 
the price. ' . ' 

. As large ^amsous are most open to multifarious 
points oP attack, and bloated bodies expose a large 
surface to th.Q shafts of disease, so also unwieldy, 
and overgrown establishments only a£brd an en- 
larged area for plunder and peculation. He whoni 
many serve, will find thslt he must also serve m(^ny, 
or be himself disserved ; and the head of a. large 
establishment is too often only the head of a gang 
of petty conspirators, who are eternally plotting 
against their chief. 



It has been considered a matter of the greatest 
difliculty to reconcile the foreknowledge of God 
with the free agency of man.. I shall venture a 
few remarks on this subject, which Will be under- 
stood, I hope^by ev^ry one, and may fee assented, 
to perhaps by some. The difficulty of this ques- 
tion I humbly conceive Xo lie principally, if not 
wholly, ir^ our 'misappropriation of the termyj?/^- 
knowledge. The ' truth is, that foreknowled;^ 
belongs unto, m^n, not unto Grod. Foreknowledge 
must of necessity, and from its very nature, belong 
solely to creatiires of time, to finite and (created 
intellects, but nofrto that intellect that is infinite, 
and creates.. It is most probable that there are 
many orders and degrees of finite and created 
intellectual beings, and to all of them foreknow- 
ledge, in a higher or lower xlegree, may beWg^; but 
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«>^ can tirace it only in man; in man it may be 
£p^d under various modifications, but mostly in a 
very infantine and imperfect state, having much 
jjp^ore to do ;with probabilities than with certainties, 
lyhether it enable the peasaiit to foretel a storm, or 
the philosopher an echpse. Foreknowledge, there- 
fore, as it 0xists in man, can' extend its views no 
farther into time, as compared 'with eternity, than 
the snail his horns' into space, as compared with 
infinity. But to attribute the faculty of foreknow- 
ledge to God^this I conceive is todegprade rather 
than to. exalt him: that which is past, and that 
which is to come, are both to him one eternal now: 
he sees every t^ng, he ybre^yce^. nothing, for futu- 
rity itself is pr^s'ent with him. Before or after, 
far or near, above or below, these are all intelligible 
terms, when applied to things created, and which 
exist in time and in space ; but these terms apply 
not to the omniscient, self-existent, eternal, and 
omnipresent Creator. To admit thfe omnipresence 
of God in space, but to deny his omniscience in 
time, is to hsilf dethrone him. All ideas therefore 
of succession as to time, and of distance as to 
space, relate not unto God, hwi unto man. God is 
at once, ^ first, last, midst, and toiihout end:^ and 
time itself is but a drop in that ocean of eternity, 
which he alone both fills and comprehends. All 
things therefore are present to Him ; the motive no 
less than the moment, the action no less than the 
man.. To a being that is omnipresent ^ in time^ all 
future actions may be looked upon as done ': they 
are seen therefore because they are done, wo^ done 
Because they are seen ; and if this be true, it follows, 
that foreknowledge^ as applied to God, with its 
necessary deduction ; foreordination, as applied to 
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manj with all its Jame conclusioBs attd libert^d 
cotosequences, falls a baseless fabric to the 



Ignorance lies at the bottom of sill Immati Vi(My#i- 
ledge, and the deeper we penetrate, Ae n&tret we 
Mirive unto if. For what do we trulyjinow, at Hrhalt 
can We clearly affirin, of any one of hose mi]^'- 
tant things upon winch aZ2 onr i^asonings niusft of 
necessity be bnji ^time, and space, 4ife and de'ad^ 
matter and mind 1 Of mattei* and. of mind,, oiie 
philosopher has no less ab^iirdly- than irrefutajbljs 
proved the non-existence of the first, and thonsaoids 
have attempted to prove the annihilation of lh0 
last. Common sense howeVer punishes aft depi|f<* 
tures from her, by forcing those who reb'ei agaoisi 
her, into a desperate war with all facts and expe^ 
rience, and into a civil war still vabUt tertible, wilJi 
each other and. with themselveiS-j for wje ]^etain bwh 
oiir bodies and our souls, in spilfe of the skepticn/, 
and .find, ^ ' ^ 

- * * - . 

* That parts destroyed diminish not the #hole, . 
Though Berkley take the body, HunS^' die sdtil^' 

But it is^ not to be wondered at, l^hst tte>8e trork- 
tA^X^ should blunder who know so little of ^leit 
tools, and that untenable theories, shonldvbe t&e 
consequence of bnilding by-ndeiS' who^ I^itnei|^led 
are erroneous, and with materiftls, who^e piropeiC 
ties are not niiderstarid; for the tower bi^ Baibiu' i$^ 
not the only monument of hukhan pri^e,; that/ has 
failed from human ignorance. Alae! whial^iisnkttitt 
iWhether he be deprived of thathght^hibA^is frcttn- 
on high, or whether he discard it, a Mil ani^ tretir-; 
Ming creature ; standing on tiihe, that ^It^ aoid 
narrow isthmus between two eteriiiilleis, he see^ 
nothing but impenetrable darkness o&A^e oneliiMdfy 
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aiid doubt, 4i8^^s^> a^d conjecture, still more per- 
plexing^ on the other. Most gkdly would he take 
an observation, as to whence he has come, oac 
whither he is going ; alas I he has not the means : 
las telescope istpo dim, his compass too wavering, 
his plummet too short. Nor is that little spot, his 
present state, one whit more intelligible, since it 
may prove a quick$and that may sink in a moment 
fromliis feet ^ it can afford him no certain reckoning, 
as to that immeasurable ocean that he may have 
tra^nersed, or that still more formidable one that he 
must: an awful expedition, that isnaccelerated by 
every moment by which it is delayed. Neither is 
the outfit less gloomy or less forbiddiug than the 
voyi^e itself: the bark is a coffin; the destination, 
darkness ; and the helmsman, death. ' 

Christianity has been emphatically termed the 
social religion, and society is the proper sphere of 
all Us duties, as the ecliptic is of the sun. Society 
is a sphere that demands all our energies, and 
de^fves all that it demands. He, therefore, that 
retires to cells and to caverns, to stripes and to 
£ajnine, to court a tkore arduous conflict, and to win 
a xiche;r crown, is doubly deceived ; the conflict is ' 
les^^e reward is nothing. He may indeed win a 
t^ck, if he can be admitted to have done so, whox 
had fio competitors, because he.chose to run alone ; 
but he will be entitled to no prize, because he ran 
out of the course. ' Who haA required this atfmir 
hands ?^ This single question ought to have made 
the ascetic pause, before he weaved his horsehair, 
or platted his thong.— Alas! how has the social 
^nd cheerful spirit of Christianity been perverted 
by Sods at one time, and by knaves at'aaptber \ b^ 
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the self-tormentors of tlfte cell, or the all-tofmentord 
of the conclave. In this enlightened age, W6 
despise perhaps the absurdities of the one, and the 
atrocities of the other. The day is gone by ivhen 
saints could post to paradise by thfe smack of their 
own whip, as if virtue, like beauty, were only skin- 
deep, and devotion, like a top, could not be kept up 
but by flogging ; as though the joys of heaven, Mke 
the comforts of an inuj required to be heightened 
by the privations of the journey, and the ruggedness 
of the road. But after we have laughed at these 
things, let us look a little seriously at oro^elve^. 
Are there no other words ending in ism, that are 
now creating as many self-tormentors as: Catholicism 
has lost ? > Are there no protestants who are their 
own popes ? and are there no dissenters from truth, 
as w0ll as from error ? Are there none whom Cal- 
vin has placed upon a spiritual pinnacle far mote 
giddy and aspiring than the marble pillar of ^Sf . 
Simebn I and are there none whom he torinents 
with the scorpion-stings of a despair ten times more 
. horrible than the whips of St. Dominic ; whd Itkre 
perhaps escaped the melancholy of madness^ only 
by exchanging it for the presumption of piade;^ 
denying that eternal mercy to pthers, of which they 
themselves sdso once despaired, as though that^ 
were a fountain that thirst could diminish^ orn^it" 
ber exhaust? 



Warburtoh affirms that there never was* a great' 
conqueror, legislator, or founder of a' religion, who* 
had not a mixture of enthusiasm and' policy in his 
composition : enthusiasm to' influence the public 
mind, and pplicy to direct it. As Tmean to con>> 
fine myseU, in t\)i^ ^mc\&^^ v^ax and waniorsi I' 
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lUik it right to premise, tKat poli|;y i&a much more 
nrnnon ingredknt, in such characters^ than enthu-. 
asm. I admit, that in some psgrticidar idiosyn- 
asieSj a§ Un iniEitance in that of Cromwell, or of 
iahoniet^ tlus heterogen€i6us mii^ure may have 
ten combined I but ey^n then, these contradictory 
emeiltSj like oil and vinegar, required^ a cdnstant 
ite of iuotion5 and of action, to preserve their 
aleseenoe ; in a state of inaction, and of repose, 
was no Kmi^t a union, but the policy invariably 
t the as<;endency of the enthusiasm* William 
d Third, on the contrar3r; and Washington, united 
ree great essentiails^ much more homogeneous 
m those insisted on by Warburton : courage, 
olness, andiionduct ; but enthusiasm is the last 
iAg I should impute to either of these men. If 
) look into White's institutes of Tamerlane, or, 
\xe properly speaking, of Timour the lame, we 
adl find that there never was a character who had 
:s to do with enthusiasm, than this Tartar ^lero, 
r that d^pised it more. His whole progress 
IS but one patient and persevering application of 
tans to ends, causes to consequences, and effects 
results. Without the slightest particle of any 
ng visionary or enthusiastic in himself, and with 
certain qufintnm of qontempt for these qualities 
t)thcrs, he comrnenced^his career by being a lame 
ver of camels, and terminated it by reigning 
3r twenty-six independent principalities . There- 
e we must not take every thing for gospel that 
nes from the pen of such a writer as Warburton, 
lO on one occasion shuddered at the skeptical 
?trines of antiquity, s^ subversive of the estah- 
M gods of Athens I ' But to vetum to war, 
1 warriors. There are some ideas afloat on this 
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subject, that I cajpot h^ concei^g to be. bolli 
Fouious and wrong. I shall xkot d«^^aix of ptodi^ 
cing my own coivvictions on this subject witlLtibat 
portion of my readers who think with me,^ that 
every war of mare ambition, aggressioiif .or .agipnusiv .^^ 
dizement,i9 an evil both hateful and degra£ng^ ' 
who think it a nuisance that ought to be al w tri^. 
and whoabominate eirery thing ^^^ertainingtktir^ai 
or connected therewith. Considered in the abstraet, 
and • unconnected wUh all views of th^ causa? for 
which it may he undertaken, surely war Is ab einl 
that none but a misanthrope could conseientiousljr 
rejoice in, or consistendy pr^unote. But aU men, 
think not thus ; there are minds, ^d powerful ones^ 
too, endowed with a right feeling otn eveiy other 
subject, who seem to lahour under some mental 
hallucination on this. In the first place, I am SQ 
unfortunate as not to be able to discaver.those naa\ 
vellous e£&>rts of talent^ gigantic combinations of 
power, and exuberant fertiSty of resource, which 
some would persuade us are essential. to grest. 
commanders, and confined to them alone.* But 

♦ With th6 exception of Victor, Marmont, and Sachet, all 
the modern French generals have been men of no very 
splendid intellectuaLor adscititioiis endowments : the rvtm^ 
ments of all thev know, they seemed to have gained in thet 
ranks, and to have gleaned all their talents in the ;fie|d 
wherein they were exerted. In <mtf respect these naen 
were superior to their masters ; but it was on a point where- 
courage was more prominent than talent ; tb^ said to their 
soldiers : ' C&me on ? their maister sometimes omtented hip^ 
self with saying : ^Go on / Napoleon himself had great taletit^ 
and to deny him this would he a gross libel on mankind ; it 
would be no less than an admission that all Europe had for ' 
finirteen years been outfou|:ht in the field, and outwitted in 
the cabinet, by a blpckhead. But when we have allowed 
him talent, we have allowed him all that he deserves. | 
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i80ttiii^ tt&ide the tmii^iny that fortune, though blind, 
has o&an led the most siianMsighted hero to tl^at 
"Victoiy which he would have lost without Her, what* 
qualities are there in a conqueror which have not 
beei^ Iteld in common by the captain of a smuggler's 
crew, or a chief of banditti ? The powers of these 
latter have -been exhibited on a narrower: stage, 
rewarded by a less illustrious exaltation, and 
recorded in a more inglorious calendar. With 

collies^ there is one thing thai excites in. me the greatest 

lustonishment, which causes me to wonder with exceeding 

.wond^j 'ficyaXo} Bavnari dav^ari^of/tvos*. and that IS the cir- 

comsUmce, that any lover of rational liberty, or constirq- 

tiOiitLitte^om. tHrooghoat the whole civilized world, should 

'/ be .&^a^'in: the list of this man's admirers. To every thing 

fcikjj^lk^d^^^^ freedom he was the most systematic and 

;: d^i|S™|(^foe that ever existed upon the face of the earth. 

f K^i^^lmii being was ever intrusted ^ithsnch ample means 

yu^fnaj^fMiit opportunities for establishing his own true 

'l^^;the solid happiness of others : and where can 

^j^uit out one that so foully perverted them to his own 

'*'^and the misery.of his fellow-men 1 He has been 

' by one ifrho witnessed only the commencement of 

his car^r^.as the *child and champion of Jacobinism;' 

but if jhd ^irfjrethe child of Jacobinism, he was the champion 

ef 4f^iism^; and those who wished to rivet the chains of 

slaveiy^ ^hose a paradoxical mode of forwarding the work, 

by opposjinig; the wonkmfif^f This therefore is the man 

whom I cannot fi^d it in my heart, either to pity or to 

praise.-r^Are we to praise him for that suicidal selJlshTiess 

that dictated his treachery toSpain^ 9nd his march to Mos- 

c4>W3. Are we to pity him because, haying ceased to be a 

field-ofiieer. he could n^t begin to be a j)hilbsopher ^ but 




having books to read, ample matter to renect upon, men to 
talk to, i«r6men to trine with, horses tp ride, ana equipages 
to coQu&aiid, be died at last of ennui upon a rock, from a 
cause npt the most likely to etcite the S3rmpathy of the* 
patriot^or the regret of the philanthropist 1 it was this : 
that JBtit^ would not supply himwjitli any uiore t^jToats 
to out Qr^pripyiuces to plunder. 
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«dme few exceptions, he is the ablest general link 

&ak ptactise the- greatest deceit, and i^nppott it hy 

due greatest violence ; who can best develop th^ 

designs of others, and best conceal his own ; who 

can best enact both parts of hypocrhy, by sinmla- 

ting to be what he is not and dissembiing that wh&h 

he is : persua^ng his adversary that 6e is indst 

strong when he is most" weak, itnd most w^eak 

whe^ he is in fact most stror^g. He is not to he 

over scrupulous as to the justice of his cause, for 

might is his right and artilleTy his argument ; with 

the makeweight of courage thrown into the scall^ 

there arc few requisites for a Jonathan Wild orn 

Turpin, that are not equally necessary for a Ttp« 

poo or a Tamerlane. The difference is less in the 

things than in the names« Thus, the calloiis 

effrontery of the one hecomes the codest preseiiee 

of mind in the other ; fraud is dignified by dietMe 

of skill, and robbery with that of requisition* To 

plot the death of an individual, is a conspiracy, bnt 

to confederate to destroy a people, is a eoaUtion ; 

and pillage and murder seem to lose their horrots^ 

in precise proportion to the magnitude of their seal^ 

. and the- multitude of their victims*. But aconsmoa-* 

mate captain must have courage, or at least be 

thought to have it ; for courage, like charity, covers 

a mdtitude of sins : and he ia by common co^as^Eit 

allowed to sport with the lives of others, who is 

supposed to have no valti^ for his own. But the 

time is fast approaching with the many, and now is 

with the few, wheti mere mihtary talent, abstract^ 

9dly considered, and without any reference to the 

ends for which it be displayed, will hardly secure its 

possessor a glory more longlived than a gazette» ot 

a memorial more splendid than a signpost. The 
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itM is, that pbsterhy 1ms and will appreciate the 
lAerit of great commanders, not by the skill with 
n^hich they haVe handled dieir tools, but by the 
uses to which they have ap^ied.them. Su{^pose 
we were to grant that the art of cutting throats 
were a very difficult art, yet even then the merits 
0f this art nrast be measured, not by its diffir 
€i]^y, but by its utility; and the value of tho 
leme^ must be. adjusted by the propriety of the 
{application: but in resorting to such a remedy, 
as war, I suspect that it wiU be found. that all 
the difficulties of such phlebotomy belong to the 
patient, but the facilities to the surgeon. Mere 
martial glory, independent of all considerations 
as to the necessity and the justice of OQ^r 
.arms, is now fast descending, with many other 
wom-out fooleries, to the tomb of all the Capulets,' 
where, attended by bankrupt agenta, disgorged 
contractors, and starving commissaries, let us pray 
diat, with all due mihUtry honours, it may be 
speedily buried and embalmed ; let hireling poets 
indite its dirge, and meddling moi&s say masses 
for its soul. All wars of interference, arising from 
an officious intrusion into the concerns of the others 
states ; all wars of ambition, carried on for the pur- 
poses of aggrandizement ; and all wars of aggresr 
sion, undertaS:en for the purpose of forcing an assent 
to this or that set of religious opinions ; all such 
wars are criminal in their very outset, and have 
hypocrisy for their common base. 

First, there is the hypocrisy of encumbering our 
neighbour with an officiousness of help, that pre* 
tends his good, but means our own ; then there is 
the hypocrisy of ambition, "where some restless and 
grasping poteiritate, knowing that lie is about to 
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injure and insult, puts forth- a Jesuitical preamble^ 
purporting that he himself has been first insuite^. 
and injured; but nations have the justestcauee to^ 
feel a fear that is real, when sucht begin to expres^, 
a fear that is feigned. Then comes the hypocrisy, 
of those who would persuade us that to kill^ burn, 
and destroy, for conscience's sake, is a,n acceptable^ 
service, aiid that religion is to be supported ,bjr, 
trampling under fopt those primary principles of^ 
love, charity, and forbearance,, without which it were, 
better to have none. Lastly, comes a minor and 
subordinate hypocrisy, common to the thre^e kinds. 
I have stated above ; I mean that of those vvho 
pretend most deeply to deplore the miseries of Avar, 
and who even weep over them, with the tears of 
the crocodile, but who will not put a stop to war, 
although they have the meanSj because they find 
their own private account in continuing it^ from the 
emoluments it bestows and from the patronage it 
confers. Like Fabius, they dlsQ profit hy delay, 
\cunctando restituere rem^ but they do so with a 
very different motive, not to restore the shattered 
fortunes of their country, but their own. , Neither 
must we forget, in this view of our subject, the raw 
and ignorant recruit, whom to delude and to kidnap, 
a whole system of fraud and hypocrisy is marshalled 
out and arrayed. . The grim idol of war is trickeid 
out and flounced in all the colours of the rainbow : 
the neighing steed awaits heir nod, music atteiada 
her footsteps, and jollity caters at her board ; but 
no, sooner is the sickle exchanged for the sword 
and the fell contract signed, than he finds that thi^ 
Bellona, whom he had wooed as a goddess in court - 
ship, turns out to be a demon in possession ; tha| 
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terror is h^er constant purveyor, and that her alter** 
nate caterers are privation and waste ; that her 
sojourn is with the slain, and her abode with the 
pestilence; that her /fascinations are more fatal 
than those of the basilisk ; that her brightest smile 
is danger, and that her wannest embrace is death. 
We are told that civilization marches in the reac 
of conquest, and ' that barbarous nations have 
received this Jboon, -at least, from the refined 
and polished blades of their victors. This argu- 
ment in favour of war may, I trust, be neutralized 
by the consideration that the strongest hands have 
not always been united to the brightest heads ; foe 
the rudest nations have in their turn retaliated on 
the most refined ; and from a darkness mbre dense 
than that of Egypt, the thunderbolt of victory has 
been elicited, as the brightest lightning from the 
blackest cloud. Greece has twice surrendered her 
independence and liberties to' masters, in every- 
thing but force, far inferior to herself; the first 
treated her as a mistress, the second as a slave.' 
Imperial Rome* herself, in her high and palmy 
state, when in the proudest possession of all the 
a^rts oieaek Minerva, was doomed in her turn to be 
the prey of a savage horde that^ despised both, andt 

V 

*» 'No, freedom ! no, I will, not tell 

How Rome, before thy weeping face, 

With heaviest sound, agiant statue fell; 
Pushed, by a wild and artless race, 
From off its wide ambitious base : - 

When time his northern sons of spoil awoke, 

Ani every blended work of strength and grace. 
With many a rude repeated stroke, 

And many a savage^yeU, to thousand fragments broke.^ 

Collinses Ode id Freedom. 
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studied neither. But if the argument I am colli' 
bating ever had any force, it could only have bceil 
when knowledge was in its infancy ahd the world 
in its childhood. The general spread of civiliza- 
tion, by commerce, the sciences, and the arts — those 
legitimate daughters, not of war but of peace— not 
of the vulture, but of the halcyon — these are tkfe 
blessings, that will make the hardest advocate 
shrink from recommending warfare as a present 
instrument of civilization*, particularly in an era 
that presents us with means far more grateful, ele- 
gant, and efficacious ; an era when we have the 
safety-lamp of science to resort to, a lamp thttt 
gives us all the light, but none of the conflagratioB. 
In fact, the demoralizing tendencies of war are so 
notorious, that to insist upon them would be to insult 
the understanding of my readers ; and to purchase 
refinement at the expanse of virtue, would be to 
purchase tinsel at the price of gold. The most* 
peace-loving minister that ever governed the affairs 
of a nation, decidedly declared, that even the most 
successful war often left a people more poor, altvays 
more profligate, than it found them. Where a nation 
rises with one consent to shake off the yoke of 
oppression, either from within or from witnout, all 
fair concessions haying been proposed in vain^ 
here indeed we havie a motive that both dignifies 
the effort, and consecrates the success ; here indeed 
the most peaceable sect of the most peaceable reli- 
. gion might conscientiously combine. But, alas ! 
how few wars have been justified by such a {Princi- 
ple, and how few warriors by such a ple^ ; and 
when they have,Tiow unfortunate have they usually 
been in the choice of their leaders ! in the motley 
mob of conquerois audot^Tai^^iivs^how few Wash- 
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iBgtons or Alfreds shall we fiiid ! The children 
of those daysj when the world wbs young, rude as 
the tunes they ii red in, and rash at once froittigno- 
irance an^ from inexperience, amused themselves 
with the toys and the trumpets, the gewgaws and 
the glitter of war. But we who live in the maturity 
of things, who to the knowledge of the present add 
kvetrospection of the past, we who alone can fairly 
be termed the ancients, or be said to live in the olden 
$ime; we, Itrust, are no longer to be deluded or 
befooled by tMs brilliant but baneful meteor, com- 
posed of visionary good, but of substantial evil. 
iWe live in the manhood and in the fulness of time, 
and the triumphs^ of truth and of reason, triumphs 
bright as bloodless ; these are the proper business 
and the boast of those who, having put away child- 
ish things, are beeoming men. There are some 
that with oracular gravity will inform us, that as 
waxs have ever been, they must on that account 
continue to be ; but they might as well assert that 
the imbecility and ignorance that marked the 
conduct of our forefathers, those ancient modems, 
who lived in the infancy of the world, and in the 
childhood of time, must and do exist at present, 
because they existed then. With a solitary excep- 
tion, ail warfare is built upon hypocrisy r acting up&nr 
ignorance; ignorance it was that lent success to 
Mahomet's miracles, and to Crom well's cant. For 
lack of knowledjre a people is destroyed ; and know- 
ledge alone it is that Is worthy of holding the freest 
minds in the firmest thraldom. Unlike those of ~ 
the warrior, the triumphs of knowledge derive all 
their lustre, not from me evil they have produced, 
but from the good ; her successes and her conquest 
are the common property of the world, and smc- 
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